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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Learning and Justice 

 Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the "technical difficulties" are that have delayed the publication of prison 
statistics and projections for 2012-13. 

 (S4W-22466) 

Kenny MacAskill: The prison statistics published by the Scottish Government are derived from daily 
data from the Scottish Prison Service (SPS) live management information system. The Scottish 
Government statistical system is designed to rearrange detailed individual records into an accessible 
format suitable for a wide range of statistical analyses. There were two major IT changes across the 
Scottish Government during 2012 which meant that the system had to be extensively redesigned. This 
resulted in a backlog of data which then had to be uploaded and processed. 

The complexity of the data and the system redesign mean that a range of technical problems have 
emerged in the course of processing the 2012-13 data, and it is anticipated it will take until the end of 
the year to fully resolve any outstanding issues. Once resolved, however, it is anticipated that these 
problems will not re-occur when processing more recent data. We are therefore planning to review our 
position, with a view to processing and publishing data for 2013-14 alongside the 2012-13 data in 
order to provide a more complete picture of recent trends, with an anticipated publication date in 
summer 2015. 

While the Scottish Government statistical system allows more detailed analyses of trends in the 
prison population over time than is possible to carry out directly from the SPS information system, the 
latter provides accurate figures on the prison population which are published in the SPS annual 
reports. The annual report for 2013-14 can be found on the SPS website at: 
http://www.sps.gov.uk/Publications/Publication-5433.aspx. 

Weekly population figures are published by SPS at: 
http://www.sps.gov.uk/Publications/ScottishPrisonPopulation.aspx. 

The Scottish Government Justice Analytical Services have also used figures from the SPS 
information system to analyse recent trends in the May 2014 edition of the monthly Safer Communities 
and Justice brief available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Justicebrief. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-21268 by Kenny MacAskill on 10 June 2014, whether it will 
provide the information that was requested by confirming whether an independent Scotland would be 
part of the Five Eyes partnership. 

 (S4W-22468) 

Kenny MacAskill: It will be in the interests of the rest of the UK and other partners to work closely 
with Scotland on security matters, including the sharing of intelligence. The Scottish Government and 
its partners would engage closely as sovereign, equal and cooperative allies in tackling issues such as 
terrorism and organised crime. 

As I indicated in my answer to question S4W-21268, Scotland’s Future outlines that the security and 
intelligence agency would be required to work with partners, both at home and abroad, to ensure 
Scotland's national security. The new security and intelligence agency will have the appropriate 
security arrangement necessary to give assurance to international partners that it can receive and 
handle intelligence safely and securely. 
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