
Thursday 18 September 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Health and Social Care 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many NHS and 
other staff received the letter from the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing entitled Public 
Sector Pensions after Independence; how it was distributed, and how much it cost to draw up, print 
and distribute. 

 (S4W-22445) 

Alex Neil: The letter clarifying pensions policy in the event of independence was drafted by the 
Scottish Public Pensions Agency, based on previously published information in Scotland’s Future and 
Pensions in an Independent Scotland. This took around an hour of an official’s time, although exact 
costs are hard to quantify. It was then sent to each NHSScotland board chief executive’s office for 
onwards distribution to all staff. As this was distributed electronically, the costs were negligible. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans the NHS has to introduce the anti-pneumonia drug, Solithromycin. 

 (S4W-22448) 

Alex Neil: There is no marketing authorisation in the UK for solithromycin. 

It is a decision for a manufacturer whether to apply to the Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Authority or to the European Medicines Agency for a marketing authorisation providing 
evidence of safety, quality and efficacy. If a marketing authorisation is granted the Scottish Medicines 
Consortium (SMC) would consider a submission from the company for this medicine. 

In addition, subject to marketing authorisation, SMC’s Scottish Antimicrobial Prescribing Group may 
consider solithromycin within its framework for making the best use of antimicrobials in the 
management of infection. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason NHS 
Lothian has no specialist immunology consultants. 

 (S4W-22463) 

Alex Neil: NHS Lothian has never ran a full immunology service directly. A limited clinical service 
was provided in Lothian by the Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service (SNBTS) until the 
immunology consultant retired in 2009. 

It is NHS Lothian’s ambition to transfer all of the immunology service from SNBTS over the next few 
months, and to provide a more robust clinical service for patients in Lothian and the wider region (in 
collaboration with neighbouring health boards), supported by a laboratory service. NHS Lothian has 
agreed to run the laboratory and has advertised for a Clinical Lead to manage the service. NHS 
Lothian is also currently recruiting a consultant immunologist. 

In the meantime, NHS Lothian has approached the immunology service in Newcastle to discuss a 
short term visiting service to ensure that Lothian patients are seen by someone with the relevant 
expertise. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many patients 
with primary immune deficiency are expected to travel to Newcastle while specialist consultants are 
not available in Scotland. 

 (S4W-22464) 

Alex Neil: Information on the number of patients with primary immune deficiency expected to travel 
to Newcastle is not held centrally, however one young adult patient has been reviewed by the 
paediatric immunology team at Newcastle. 



Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it expects a full 
immunology service to be available in NHS Lothian that includes appropriate nursing and laboratory 
support. 

 (S4W-22465) 

Alex Neil: NHS Lothian has never ran an immunology service directly, with services being provided 
by the Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service (SNBTS). The board has advised that it intends to 
transfer all services from SNBTS over the next few months, subject to successful recruitment of a 
consultant immunologist and a Clinical Lead for the laboratory. 

Learning and Justice 

 Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-22153 by Michael Russell on 13 August 2014, what steps it has taken to map 
the outcomes of people who drop out of university. 

 (S4W-22458) 

Michael Russell: Using information from the Student Awards Agency Scotland and the School 
Leaver Destination Returns report, Skills Development Scotland can identify those who are no longer 
receiving student support but have not completed their degree. Leavers are also tracked by the 
universities themselves. 

In the 2015-16 letter of guidance to the Scottish Funding Council, the Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Lifelong Learning emphasised the importance of retention and the need to ensure that 
the higher education sector makes more effective use of data to track student progress. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it supports 
people who drop out of university to find an alternative positive destination and what steps it is taking 
to improve these mechanisms. 

 (S4W-22459) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government provides funding, via the Scottish Funding Council, to 
initiatives such as ‘Back on Course Scotland’ for the provision of advice and guidance for early leavers 
from higher education. The service is run by the Open University in Scotland. 

In the 2015-16 letter of guidance to the Scottish Funding Council, the Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Lifelong Learning emphasised the importance of retention and the need to ensure that 
the higher education sector makes more effective use of data to track student progress. 

The Scottish Government also supports a wide range of programmes aimed at helping adults and 
young people into positive destinations. This includes 25,000 Modern Apprenticeships each year, the 
Opportunities for All guarantee of a place in employment or training for all 16-19 year olds, a 
commitment of £5 million in response to ‘Developing the Young Workforce’ to support Scotland’s 
education system to connect young people to business more effectively and £88 million (over three 
years) to support small businesses create youth jobs. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it supports the 
Edinburgh Study of Youth Transitions and Crime. 

 (S4W-22460) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has worked with Edinburgh University on the 
Edinburgh Study of Youth Transitions and Crime since 1998, including providing some funding to 
support analysis and reporting. More recently, we are engaging with the university to attempt to gain a 
better understanding of the educational attainment and outcomes of that cohort of young people and 
we will continue to work to develop this in the forthcoming year. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it expects 
lending to Scotland-domiciled students from the Student Loans Company to increase in each of the 
next three years and, if so, by how much. 



 (S4W-22461) 

Michael Russell: A new student support package was introduced for academic year 2013-14. The 
new package included an annual minimum income of £7,250, through a combination of bursaries and 
loans, for students with a family income of less than £17,000 and a revised minimum student loan 
amount for all eligible students. Expansion in the amount of money available to all students through 
loan resulted in an increase in overall lending during the first year of operation. 

In 2014-15, the minimum loan amount has increased by a further £250. Factors such as increase or 
decrease in loan uptake and/or increase in student numbers make it difficult to provide exact figures 
on future total lending. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-22441 
S4W-22442 
S4W-22450 
S4W-22462 

 


