
Friday 12 September 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Health and Social Care 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answers to questions S4T-00765 (Official Report, c. 33247) and S4O-03456 (Official Report, c. 33462) 
by Alex Neil on 12 and 14 August 2014 respectively, whether it will allocate £100 million or £125 
million in additional resources over the next two years to additional priorities in the community or 
hospital sector and whether it will provide a breakdown of the spend by (a) year and (b) sector. 

 (S4W-22380) 

Alex Neil: We are working closely with our NHS and local authority partners to reduce the levels of 
delayed discharges across Scotland. Since April 2007 we have reduced the level of delays over four 
weeks by over 60%. However, tackling delays is not just about money, and some partnerships are 
facing real challenges, particularly around workforce recruitment and retention. We have therefore 
recently convened a task force to drive forward improvements and innovative change at a local and 
national level. 

We have also provided additional support to partnerships facing the most significant pressures from 
delayed discharges. This funding will enable them to accelerate progress towards sustainable change, 
drive down delays and release hospital capacity over the long term. 

Furthermore, our plans to integrate adult health and social care will ensure that health and social 
care is provided in the right place, at the right time, making the best use of available money, facilities 
and people. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S4O-03456 by Alex Neil on 14 August 2014 (Official Report, c. 33462) whether it will set 
out the cost to the each NHS board of supporting older patients waiting to be discharged from hospital. 

 (S4W-22381) 

Alex Neil: The Information Services Division is working with NHS boards to develop a costing 
methodology to apply to this activity and we expect that this will be completed and publicly available 
from April 2015. 

 

Cameron Buchanan (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on Prostate Cancer UK’s view that all men requiring prostate surgery 
should be able to make an informed choice about whether they wish to have robot-assisted surgery on 
the NHS, and what steps it is taking to ensure that men have this choice. 

 (S4W-22384) 

Alex Neil: Men who require prostate surgery should have access to the most appropriate treatment, 
based on their individual clinical circumstances. 

On 19 August 2014, I announced that the Scottish Government is investing up to £1 million to 
complement the fundraising efforts of UCAN, the urological cancer charity in the north of Scotland, to 
purchase a robot. The first patients are expected to benefit from this advanced surgical technique 
within a year. 

 

Cameron Buchanan (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the evidence used by countries throughout Europe, 
including England, to justify the decision to introduce robot-assisted surgery for prostate cancer 
patients and for what reason it has decided not to introduce this technique in Scotland. 

 (S4W-22385) 

Alex Neil: A wide range of international evidence relating to robot-assisted surgery has been 
carefully considered by the Scottish Health Technologies Group and the National Planning Forum. 



On 19 August 2014, I announced that the Scottish Government is investing up to £1 million to 
complement the fundraising efforts of UCAN, the urological cancer charity in the north of Scotland, to 
purchase a robot. The first patients are expected to benefit from this advanced surgical technique 
within a year. 

 

Cameron Buchanan (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the National Planning Forum will decide whether to introduce robot-assisted 
surgery for prostate cancer, and what discussions it has had with Prostate Cancer UK on this matter. 

 (S4W-22387) 

Alex Neil: I understand that robot assisted surgery for prostate cancer was discussed at a meeting 
between the First Minister and Prostate Cancer UK in November 2012. 

On 19 August 2014, I announced that the Scottish Government is investing up to £1 million to 
complement the fundraising efforts of UCAN, the urological cancer charity in the north of Scotland, to 
purchase a robot. The first patients are expected to benefit from this advanced surgical technique 
within a year. 

 

Cameron Buchanan (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what arrangements are in place to allow men with prostate cancer in Scotland to have 
robot-assisted surgery in England until such facilities are available in Scotland. 

 (S4W-22388) 

Alex Neil: The arrangements which underpin existing access to healthcare in NHS England for 
residents of Scotland are led by clinical decision making. The clinical requirement for referral is 
defined by a relevant specialist working in NHS Scotland in consultation with the patient. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will launch a campaign to raise awareness of the symptoms of 
rheumatoid arthritis and the benefits of early diagnosis. 

 (S4W-22390) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22360 on 8 September 
2014. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on the recent report by the National Rheumatoid Arthritis 
Society that considered the impact of chronic fatigue on people with the condition and whether it will 
prioritise the management of chronic fatigue for people with long-term conditions. 

 (S4W-22392) 

Michael Matheson: The National Rheumatoid Arthritis Society and 2020health’s report Invisible 
Disease: RA and Chronic Fatigue 2014 details the substantial effect that chronic fatigue has on people 
with rheumatoid arthritis. The findings from this national survey help to highlight the difficulties that 
people with the condition face. By conducting such valuable research, this should help raise the profile 
of this symptom of rheumatoid arthritis. 

In September 2010 we published a Scottish Good Practice Statement on myalgic encephalomyelitis 
(ME)/chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS), for GPs, as part of the process of ensuring that people receive 
better and more consistent standards of care, including quicker and more reliable diagnosis.  Although 
all NHS boards have been made aware of the statement, it is a matter for individual boards whether or 
not to take it forward. 

Funding had also been provided to NHS Lothian to develop a two year ME/CFS pilot project drawing 
on a number of approaches including graded exercise, lifestyle management, vocational rehabilitation 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


and pain management. The Scottish Government hopes that other boards might be encouraged to 
consider a similar approach should evaluation prove successful. 

Learning and Justice 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
partnership nurseries there were (a) in 2012-13, (b) in 2013-14 and (c) at the start of 2014-15, broken 
down by local authority area. 

 (S4W-22424) 

Aileen Campbell: The number of local authority funded nurseries (including partnership providers) 
is collected annually via the early learning and childcare census which takes place over a named week 
in September. The data therefore relates to a particular point in time, i.e. as at September 2012, 2013 
etc., rather than across a full academic year. 

Data for 2012 and 2013 is shown in the following table. The 2014 census is due to be undertaken in 
September 2014 with results scheduled for publication in December 2014. 

Number of partnership early learning and childcare providers by local authority: 

  2012 2013 

Aberdeen City 51 50 

Aberdeenshire 74 78 

Angus 32 33 

Argyll and Bute 26 24 

Clackmannanshire 4 4 

Dumfries and Galloway 42 44 

Dundee City 19 22 

East Ayrshire 9 9 

East Dunbartonshire 26 25 

East Lothian 16 16 

East Renfrewshire 9 9 

City of Edinburgh 111 117 

Eilean Siar 6 6 

Falkirk 5 9 

Fife 52 49 

Glasgow City 76 82 

Highland 67 68 

Inverclyde 6 4 

Midlothian 14 13 

Moray 32 35 

North Ayrshire 23 22 

North Lanarkshire 36 33 

Orkney Islands 2 2 

Perth and Kinross 33 33 

Renfrewshire 36 35 

Scottish Borders 34 33 

Shetland Islands 4 4 

South Ayrshire 11 11 

South Lanarkshire 57 57 

Stirling 14 14 

West Dunbartonshire 9 9 



West Lothian 11 9 

SCOTLAND 947 959 

 

 


