
Wednesday 10 September 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
plans to adopt the open document format for all official publications. 

Holding answer issued: 21 August 2014 (S4W-22196) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has no immediate plans for adopting the open 
document format for all official publications. Our official publications are already made available in 
both HTML and PDF formats, which are open standards that are compatible with applications 
commonly used to read document content. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
(a) greenfield and (b) agricultural land has been used for (i) building and (ii) other developments in 
each of the last 10 years. 

 (S4W-22343) 

Derek Mackay: This information is not held centrally. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
supports the use of brownfield sites for (a) building and (b) other developments. 

 (S4W-22344) 

Derek Mackay: Revised Scottish Planning Policy (SPP), published on 23 June 2014, sets out 
guiding principles for planning which include making efficient use of existing capacity of land, buildings 
and infrastructure; supporting town centre and regeneration priorities; and considering the reuse or 
redevelopment of brownfield land before new development takes place on greenfield sites. Planning 
policies and decisions are also expected to have regard to the principles of sustainable land use set 
out in the Land Use Strategy. 

The SPP is a statement of the Scottish Government policy on how nationally important land use 
planning matters should be addressed across Scotland, and directly relates to the preparation of 
development plans, the design of development, and the determination of planning applications and 
appeals. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many times its taskforce for Stranraer has met and on what dates. 

 (S4W-22353) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The lead role in the regeneration of Stranraer Waterfront rests with Dumfries and 
Galloway Council. 

The Scottish Government established the Stranraer taskforce to work with Dumfries and Galloway 
Council and a number of other local partners to explore the potential for the future of the Stranraer 
waterfront, following the relocation of ferry services from the town. 

The taskforce was intended to be a short- life group. It met on four occasions on 16 February 2012, 
28 May 2012, 27 September 2012 and 22 April 2013. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will publish the taskforce for Stranraer's action plan for the regeneration of Stranraer and the south 
west. 

 (S4W-22354) 



Nicola Sturgeon: In June 2014, the South of Scotland Alliance, comprising Dumfries and Galloway 
Council, Scottish Borders Council and Scottish Enterprise, presented ministers with a Rural Regional 
Economic Development Programme for the South of Scotland. 

This programme of development comprises four significant projects including the regeneration of 
Stranraer waterfront. The report can be accessed on the Dumfries and Galloway Council website. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
measures have been taken to create jobs as a result of the work of the taskforce for Stranraer. 

 (S4W-22355) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Dumfries and Galloway Council (DGC) has the primary responsibility for and lead 
role in implementing plans in relation to Stranraer. As such DCG is best placed to lead on job creation 
measures and you may wish to discuss this with them directly. 

Scottish Enterprise (as a member of the South of Scotland Alliance) has contributed to the South of 
Scotland Rural Regional Development Programme. Stranraer waterfront is a key project and Scottish 
Enterprise is working to develop the business case and will consider future funding. 

Scottish Enterprise continues to deliver support to companies across Scotland, including in Dumfries 
and Galloway. 

Health and Social Care 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many copies of the NHS Health Scotland leaflet, Recognise, Respond, Relieve,– Rheumatoid Arthritis 
have been (a) produced and (b) distributed; what assessment it has carried out of the effectiveness of 
the leaflet, including whether it has led to an increase in hospital referrals, and what plans it has to 
circulate further copies to (i) GP surgeries and (ii) community pharmacies.  

 (S4W-22357) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Public Health Network (ScotPHN) in conjunction with Arthritis Care and 
National Rheumatoid Arthritis Society developed the leaflet ‘Recognise, Respond, Relieve, - 
Rheumatoid Arthritis’ for the public to raise awareness of rheumatoid arthritis. 

Twenty thousand leaflets were printed and distributed to GP practices, NHS Scotland health boards, 
Arthritis Care Scotland and the National Rheumatoid Arthritis Society. Neither ScotPHN nor NHS 
Health Scotland plan to undertake an assessment of the impact of this leaflet. 

The leaflet is available on the ScotPHN, NHS Health Scotland and voluntary sector websites and 
there is no plan to reprint the leaflet. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many deaths there were in each NHS board area in (a) 2012-13 and (b) 2013-14 in which pressure 
ulcers or sores were (i) the underlying cause of death or (ii) mentioned on the death certificate. 

 (S4W-22365) 

Alex Neil: The statistics of deaths that National Records of Scotland produces are for calendar 
years, not financial years. On that basis, the information requested is given in the following tables for 
calendar years 2012 and 2013. 

For the purpose of producing statistics on causes of death, deaths registered in Scotland are 
classified using the International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems, 
Tenth Revision (ICD-10). The most relevant category in this classification is code ‘L89’, which is 
entitled ‘decubitus ulcer’. ICD-10 specifies that this code should also be used when the death 
certificate refers to bedsores, plaster ulcers and pressure ulcers. 

Table 1 – Deaths registered in Scotland for which pressure ulcers or sores (ICD-10 code “L89”) were 
the underlying cause, by NHS board¹ of residence and year of registration: 

 2012 2013 

Ayrshire and Arran 1 0 

Fife 2 1 



 2012 2013 

Forth Valley 0 1 

Grampian 2 0 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 3 2 

Highland 0 1 

Lanarkshire 1 3 

Lothian 0 1 

Tayside 3 1 

All 12 10 

¹ NHS board areas are based on the boundaries which were introduced on 1 April 2014. 

Table 2: Deaths registered in Scotland for which pressure ulcers or sores (ICD-10 code “L89”) were 
mentioned on the death certificate, by NHS Board¹ of residence and year of registration: 

 2012 2013 

Ayrshire and Arran 7 6 

Borders 4 2 

Dumfries and Galloway 5 4 

Fife 11 15 

Forth Valley 4 5 

Grampian 7 9 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 32 22 

Highland 4 3 

Lanarkshire 19 13 

Lothian 9 16 

Orkney 1 1 

Tayside 7 8 

All 110 104 

¹ NHS Board areas are based on the boundaries which were introduced on 1 April 2014. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many inpatients were recorded as having sustained pressure ulcers or sores in each NHS board in (a) 
2012-13 and (b) 2013-14. 

 (S4W-22366) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance it issues to NHS boards and staff to prevent inpatients from developing pressure ulcers or 
sores. 

 (S4W-22367) 

Alex Neil: The Integrated Programme for a National Coordinated Approach to Tissue Viability in 
Scotland provided a coherent and co-ordinated approach to tissue viability throughout Scotland to 
reduce the incidence of pressure ulcers. The programme of work included: 

Reviewing and publishing best practice statements, developing a national standardised definition, a 
national grading system and methodology, and introducing care bundles, groups of key care actions 
that if completed will  support and improve the prevention and healing of pressure ulcers. 

Healthcare Improvement Scotland’s website: www.tissueviabilityonline.com provides a range of 
information and guidance that can assist in the prevention of pressure ulcers in care settings. 

Learning and Justice 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on increasing the geographical coverage of Police Scotland 
divisions in order to reduce the number of divisions required. 

 (S4W-22382) 

http://www.tissueviabilityonline.com/


Kenny MacAskill: One of the key aims of Police reform was to protect local services in the face of 
Westminster cuts. When Police Scotland was created, it was decided that a 14 division structure 
would be the most effective way to deliver an excellent local policing service across Scotland. Like all 
large organisations, Police Scotland will regularly review and check whether its approaches and 
structures provide the most efficient and effective mechanisms to ensure that the high quality delivery 
of policing in Scotland is maintained and enhanced. Any future changes to local policing structures 
will, of course, be progressed through engagement and discussion with relevant stakeholders. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether there are plans to reduce the number of Police Scotland divisions and, if 
so, what input it has had in any discussions on the matter.  

 (S4W-22383) 

Kenny MacAskill: One of the key aims of Police reform was to protect local services in the face of 
Westminster cuts. When Police Scotland was created, it was decided that a 14 Division structure 
would be the most effective way to deliver an excellent local policing service across Scotland. Like all 
large organisations, Police Scotland will regularly review and check whether its approaches and 
structures provide the most efficient and effective mechanisms to ensure that the high quality delivery 
of policing in Scotland is maintained and enhanced. Any future changes to local policing structures 
will, of course, be progressed through engagement and discussion with relevant stakeholders. 

I meet regularly with Police Scotland to discuss a range of issues, including local policing. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when its consultation on the possible introduction of compulsory microchipping 
for dogs and other measures to encourage responsible dog ownership will report. 

 (S4W-22389) 

Kenny MacAskill: The responses to the consultation ‘Promoting responsible dog ownership in 
Scotland: microchipping and other measures’ are currently being independently analysed and it is 
expected that an analysis report will be published soon. The views offered in response to the 
consultation will inform decisions by the Scottish Government about next steps in relation to measures 
to promote responsible dog ownership. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
latest assessment is of the set up costs of a separate state if Scotland decides to leave the UK. 

 (S4W-22496) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4O-03469 on 13 August 2014 which 
is available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/official-report.aspx. 

Transport Scotland 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish 
the document setting out the strategic vision for the long-term future of Glasgow Prestwick airport. 

 (S4W-22379) 

Keith Brown: A document will be published in October 2014, setting out a strategic vision for the 
long-term future of the airport, investment plans, business development and the optimum operating 
structure required to take the airport forward. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/official-report.aspx

