
Tuesday 9 September 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of whether the housing needs of families in the Highlands and Islands that (a) 
require additional assistance and (b) are large are being met.  

 (S4W-22345) 

Margaret Burgess: The Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 places a statutory requirement on local 
authorities to prepare a local housing strategy supported by a Housing Need and Demand 
Assessment, to quantify and fully consider the needs of different client groups. The Scottish 
Government considers these strategic documents, with the local authority, to ensure that a suitable 
provision for different housing needs are identified. The Scottish Government has provided over £38 
million to the Highlands and Islands, for the period 2012-13 to 2014-15, to deliver affordable housing 
options. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it has taken to ascertain how many homeless people there are in Scotland, and how vulnerable 
it considers the visibly homeless are to abuse, crime and others forms of ill-treatment. 

 (S4W-22363) 

Margaret Burgess: The most recent homelessness statistics for Scotland show that, during 2013-
14, local authorities assessed 29,326 households as either homeless or likely to become homeless 
within two months. Local authorities have the statutory duty for homelessness and all unintentionally 
homeless households are entitled to settled accommodation. 

The most recent homelessness statistics, including further information on those who had also slept 
rough, are available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/homelessstats. 

Police Scotland is committed to keeping people safe. It acknowledges that those that are homeless 
can often be some of the most vulnerable people within our communities. That is why it works together 
with its partners, including the Scottish Government, to try to minimise the risk of homeless people 
becoming the victim of crime or abuse and that they are provided with medical or other forms of 
support that they require. If Police Scotland receives a complaint from a homeless person that they 
have been the victim of crime or abuse, it would investigate that in the same way it would with any 
another complaint, and if criminality was established it would ensure that appropriate action was 
taken. 

Health and Social Care 

 Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps NHS Grampian is taking to ensure that it meets the HEAT target on 
psychological therapies by December 2014. 

 (S4W-22340) 

Michael Matheson: NHS Grampian is working to develop their systems to help inform service 
development in line with demand. NHS Grampian also continues to make efforts to increase staffing 
capacity. 

All mental health teams in NHS Grampian have undertaken a review of their patient pathway, with a 
view to making improvements. In addition, workloads have been shared across teams as appropriate. 
Discussions are planned between the Scottish Government’s Quality and Efficiency Support Team 
and NHS Grampian to review other options for support in meeting the target as quickly as possible. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
an independent Scotland would recognise Palestine as an independent state and vote to allow it full 
membership of the UN. 

 (S4W-22341) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/homelessstats


Fiona Hyslop: It is for an independent Scotland to decide its own future foreign policy. The current 
Scottish Government supports a two state solution for the Israel and Palestine situation. The current 
Scottish Government is supportive of direct negotiations between Israel and Palestine and calls on 
both parties to work towards a peaceful solution to the conflict. 

 


