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 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
criteria are for scheduling a monument of national importance, and whether it plans to review these. 

 (S4W-22346) 

Fiona Hyslop: Ministers are under a duty to schedule monuments which are found to be of national 
importance. Historic Scotland, an executive agency of the Scottish Government, is currently 
responsible for discharging this duty and has developed operational policy which determines what 
constitutes national importance. This is set out in the Scottish Historic Environment Policy:  
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/policy/shep.htm). 

If the Historic Environment Scotland Bill is enacted, revision of the operational policy for scheduling 
will be a matter for a new body, Historic Environment Scotland. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
stakeholders it consults regarding the classification of sites of heritage interest. 

 (S4W-22347) 

Fiona Hyslop: Important sites of heritage interest may be designated as scheduled monuments 
under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979; or as listed buildings under the 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997; or as Historic Marine 
Protected Areas under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010; or they may be recognised by being added to 
the Inventory of Historic Battlefields or Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes. 

The stakeholders consulted during designation of a heritage asset vary considerably depending on 
the type of designation and the nature of the asset. They normally include owners, occupiers and the 
relevant local authority. Depending on the case type, they can also include other relevant community 
or special interest groups, and persons and organisations that may be affected by the specific 
designation. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on there being no special right of access to scheduled monuments, and whether it plans to 
review this. 

 (S4W-22348) 

Fiona Hyslop: There are no special rights, over and above the general rights of access contained in 
the access code and its underlying legislation. This issue was considered as part of the process of 
bringing forward new legislation to create a new lead body for the historic environment, the Historic 
Environment Scotland Bill, which is currently before Parliament. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what action 
it is taking to ensure that the specialist skills required to maintain historical monuments are not lost. 

 (S4W-22349) 

Fiona Hyslop: The skills required to manage, nurture and enjoy the whole of the historic 
environment, which include but are not limited to those required to undertake physical conservation 
works, are a key priority within the overarching strategy for the Historic Environment, Our Place in 
Time. The forum which oversees the delivery of the strategy (and which met for the first time on 23 
June 2014) has already identified ‘skills’ as an issue for immediate collective action and, as a first 
step, has recommended an audit of historic environment conservation skills training provision in 
Scotland to help inform our collective strategic approach to this issue over the coming years. 

Historic Scotland are delivering a Traditional Building Skills Strategy, a significant element of which 
is the creation of the Engine Shed in Stirling as a focus and showcase for traditional building skills and 
will be a resource for the whole sector. 

http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/policy/shep.htm


Our Place in Time was published in March 2014 and is available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/03/8522  

The Traditional Building Skills Strategy was published in 2011 and is available at: 
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/skillstrategy. 
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