
Tuesday 26 August 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 Paul Martin (Glasgow Provan) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what public-
facing IP addresses are used by its secure intranet. 

Holding answer issued: 19 August 2014 (S4W-22180) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government secure intranet has no public-facing IP addresses.  

Enterprise and Environment 

 Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what impact the European Court of Justice ruling in the case, Alands Vindkraft 
AB v Energimyndigheten [the Swedish Energy Agency] will have on the Scottish Government’s plans 
for renewable energy in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-22205) 

Fergus Ewing: The European Court of Justice ruling in this case does not prohibit EU member 
states from paying subsidies for renewables generated in other member states, if they choose to do 
so. 

The UK Government has already indicated, in a document published on 4 August 2014, that it is 
considering subsidising lower cost renewables generation located outside the UK under its new 
Contract for Difference mechanism, the introduction of which was enabled by the 2013 Energy Act. 
Indeed, the UK has previously explored the option of sourcing renewable electricity from Ireland. 

We believe that the extremely competitive renewable energy projects situated in an independent 
Scotland will continue to play a vital part in helping the rest of the UK to meet its legally binding EU 
targets. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, following the European Court of Justice ruling in the case, Alands Vindkraft AB 
v Energimyndigheten [the Swedish Energy Agency], how an independent Scotland will fund (a) 
existing and (b) planned renewable energy schemes and what impact this will have on consumers. 

 (S4W-22206) 

Fergus Ewing: As detailed in the answer to question S4W-22205 on 26 August 2014, this decision 
does not affect the proposals for funding renewables set out in Scotland’s Future.  

The report by the independent Expert Commission on Energy Regulation argues that the market 
arrangements which support renewable generation currently operating, or financially committed at the 
point of independence, should be grandfathered and the commercial arrangements honoured with the 
historic costs spread across all UK consumers as at present.  

The UK Government’s binding renewables targets and legislation mean that suppliers across the 
rest of the UK will still need to buy Scottish power after independence, while Scottish renewables 
projects will be very well placed to compete for support under the new Contracts for Difference 
mechanism. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
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