
Tuesday 19 August 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what steps 
it will take to ensure that funding for domestic violence services reflects the need for such services. 

 (S4W-22204) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government is absolutely committed to tackling domestic violence. In 
spite of unprecedented pressure on the Scottish budget, record funding of £34.5 million has been 
allocated for 2012-15 (an increase of 62% on the amount committed over the period 2004–07) to 
support work to tackle all forms of violence against women (including domestic violence). This 
includes funding for projects which deliver frontline services, or build capacity in local partnerships to 
strengthen responses to violence against women. 

In the coming period funding for services will be aligned to the priorities set out in Equally Safe 
Scotland’s strategy for preventing and eradicating violence against women and girls. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-21915 by John Swinney on 21 July 2014, whether its preference is for a 
local income tax to be set by local authorities or to be set centrally. 

 (S4W-22208) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21915 on 21 July 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what recent 
discussions it has had with (a) The Highland, (b) Argyll and Bute, (c) Moray and (d) Perth and Kinross 
Council about the needs of the Gypsy/Traveller community. 

 (S4W-22272) 

Shona Robison: We have not had any significant recent discussions about the needs of the 
Gypsy/Traveller community with the four councils mentioned. Officials have had some contact with 
Argyll and Bute Council, in relation to the Minister for Housing and Welfare’s visit to the 
Gypsy/Traveller site at Lochgilphead in May 2014. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
encourages collaborative working across local authorities regarding the facilities required to maintain 
the Gypsy/Traveller lifestyle. 

 (S4W-22273) 

Shona Robison: We are aware of some local authority collaboration on site provision. We are 
working with key stakeholders, including representatives of local authorities, to develop an overarching 
strategy and action plan for Gypsy/Travellers. Through this work, we will consider other areas where 
collaboration would be helpful. 

We also engage regularly with the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities on a range of race 
equality issues, including those relating to Gypsy/Travellers. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
consults with the Gypsy/Traveller community. 

 (S4W-22276) 
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Shona Robison: Our Gypsy/Traveller strategy development group includes members of the 
Gypsy/Traveller community. We also aim to engage more broadly with members of the community, 
with the help of organisations working directly with Gypsy/Travellers. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with EU member states about supporting the Gypsy/Traveller lifestyle. 

 (S4W-22277) 

Shona Robison: We have not had discussions with EU member states about supporting the 
Gypsy/Traveller lifestyle. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government who drafted the Fiscal Commission Working Group report, Macroeconomic Framework. 

 (S4W-22312) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to page 13 of the Fiscal Commission Working Group – First 
Report – Macroeconomic Framework. Details of the full report can be accessed online here:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00414291.pdf  

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what role (a) ministers and (b) officials had in the (i) drafting and (ii) publication of the 
Fiscal Commission Working Group report, Macroeconomic Framework. 

 (S4W-22313) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22312 on 19 August 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

Health and Social Care 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many vacancies there are for psychiatrists, broken down by subject area. 

 (S4W-22197) 

Alex Neil: Vacancy information for all medical psychiatric grades is not held centrally. The 
information requested is collected for consultants only.  

Published information on the number of consultant vacancies can be found on the workforce 
statistics website at:  
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2014-05-
27/Consultant_Vacancies_M2014.xls. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-21124 by Alex Neil on 29 May 2014, 
when the Scottish Public Inquiry into Hepatitis C/HIV acquired infection from NHS treatment in 
Scotland with blood and blood products is due to present its final report. 

 (S4W-22278) 

Alex Neil: Lord Penrose, Chairman of the Scottish Public Inquiry into Hepatitis C/HIV acquired 
infection from NHS treatment in Scotland with blood and blood products (The Penrose Inquiry) wrote 
to me on 28 May 2014 updating me on the inquiry’s progress. 

As the member will be aware, the Penrose Inquiry is independent of Scottish Minsters and it is for 
Lord Penrose to decide on the progress and timetabling of the inquiry. 

The inquiry is currently in the process of issuing warning letters and, as set on the inquiry’s website: 
http://www.penroseinquiry.org.uk/, the process has not yet concluded. 
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Subject to the inquiry team progressing with the warning letter process at the anticipated rate, the 
final report will be published in the autumn of 2014. Lord Penrose has agreed to write to me again to 
provide a further update on progress. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how often cochlear implants in children should be (a) reviewed, (b) replaced and (c) 
upgraded. 

 (S4W-22281) 

Michael Matheson: a) There is no specific guidance on the frequency of reviewing cochlear implant 
equipment in children. Nonetheless all Scottish child users of cochlear implants are currently reviewed 
at least on an annual basis and the functionality of their implants and sound processors is reviewed at 
this time. 

b) The internal cochlear implants are replaced as required either due to equipment failure or medical 
complications (these are rare occurrences). If there is a failure of an external sound processor then 
this is replaced as required. In addition, all sound processors lost or damaged beyond economic repair 
are replaced immediately. 

c) Upgrade or provision of new sound processors should be provided on average at five yearly 
intervals, in order to ensure patient access to up to date technology and to maximise their hearing 
performance and subsequently outcome from the intervention. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many children are waiting to be fitted with cochlear implants. 

 (S4W-22284) 

Michael Matheson: There are currently seven children awaiting cochlear implant surgery. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many children are waiting to have cochlear implants updated. 

 (S4W-22285) 

Alex Neil: The number of children (under 16 years of age) with a processor over five-years-old and 
therefore in scope for sound processor upgrade is 131. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the budget for upgrading cochlear implants in children is for 2014-15. 

 (S4W-22286) 

Michael Matheson: Upgrades are possible for the external sound processor component of the 
cochlear implant. The cochlear implant as an internally embedded device is only replaced if there is 
equipment failure or medical complications (these are rare occurrences). 

The budget for maintaining, replacing and upgrading sound processors is a unified budget and is not 
broken down by children and adults. The budget for sound processor upgrades in 2014-15 is 
£271,000 and for 2015-16 is £601,000. 

The total budget for maintaining, replacing and upgrading sound processors is £978,000 for 2014-15 
and £1,308,000 for 2015-16. This is up from £800,000 in 2013-14. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much it costs to replace a cochlear implant in a child. 

 (S4W-22287) 



Michael Matheson: A cochlear implant is a surgically embedded device. The cost of a unilateral 
cochlear implant is £20,722. This cost includes the internal component (the cochlear implant) and the 
external component (the sound processor at £5,000) and also includes theatre staff and ward costs. 

The cost for a bilateral cochlear implant is £31,798. This cost includes a reduction on the cost of the 
second implant and the cost of two sound processors (£10,000) and theatre staff and ward costs. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how NHS Highland can achieve its 2014-15 savings target of £22.4 million 
without a detrimental impact on patient care. 

 (S4W-22300) 

Alex Neil: This information is publically available on the NHS Highland website within the board 
papers for the meeting on 12 August 2014. The specific paper is entitled 5.7 NHS Highland Financial 
Position as at 30 June 2014. This paper can be accessed via the following link: 
http://www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk/Meetings/BoardsMeetings/Documents/Board%20Meeting%2012
%20August%202014/5.7%20Area%20Finance%20Report%20to%2030%2006%2014.pdf 

Section 5 of the paper discusses the overall savings target, with Table 5 outlining additional detail of 
the board’s plans to deliver these savings. 

Efficiency savings do not reduce the overall budget of NHS boards and are necessary to 
continuously improve NHS services. All savings are retained locally by territorial boards to allow them 
to reinvest in front-line services which directly benefit patients. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how NHS Highland plans to eliminate the £10.5 million projected overspend at 
Raigmore Hospital without a detrimental impact on waiting times targets. 

 (S4W-22301) 

Alex Neil: This information is publically available on the NHS Highland website within the board 
papers for the meeting on 12 August 2014. The specific paper is entitled 5.7 NHS Highland Financial 
Position as at 30 June 2014. This paper can be accessed via the following link: 
http://www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk/Meetings/BoardsMeetings/Documents/Board%20Meeting%2012
%20August%202014/5.7%20Area%20Finance%20Report%20to%2030%2006%2014.pdf 

NHS Highland is forecasting financial breakeven for 2014-15. 

Section 4.1.4 provides specific information relating to Raigmore Hospital. Section 5 of the paper 
discusses the overall savings target, with Table 5 outlining additional detail of the board’s plans to 
deliver these savings. 

Learning and Justice 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish details of any independent (a) legal and (b) other advice it has (i) requested and (ii) received 
on whether an independent Scotland could continue to charge students from elsewhere in the UK 
tuition fees. 

 (S4W-22184) 

Michael Russell: Scotland’s Future, including the proposition to continue to charge students from 
elsewhere in the UK tuition fees in an independent Scotland, is consistent with and informed by legal 
advice the government has received. The content of any legal advice is confidential. By long-standing 
convention, successive Scottish and UK governments have not disclosed the source or content of 
legal advice other than in the most exceptional circumstances. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether an 
independent Scotland charging students from elsewhere in the UK tuition fees would be discriminatory 
under EU law, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-22185) 
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Michael Russell: The Scottish Government believes that the unique and unprecedented position of 
an independent Scotland will enable us to establish an objective justification for our current policy 
approach to tuition fees which meets the requirements of the EU. 

The current policy, based on residence, recognises the need to maintain the current mix of students 
at Scottish universities in order to ensure that Scottish-domiciled students have the opportunity to 
study in Scotland, and that Scotland secures the graduate skills it requires, while ensuring that the 
universities also admit students from the rest of the UK and beyond. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
contribution students from elsewhere in the UK make to the budgets of Scotland's universities and 
what percentage of university budgets this represents. 

 (S4W-22186) 

Michael Russell: The most recent figures available from the Scottish Funding Council indicate that 
students from elsewhere in the UK contributed £38.2 million in tuition fees to Scottish universities in 
2012-13. This represented 4.9% of income from tuition fees and education contracts and 1.3% of 
overall university income. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many students 
from elsewhere in the UK have attended Scotland's universities in each year since 2007, and what 
percentage of the student population this represents. 

 (S4W-22187) 

Michael Russell: The total number of students from the rest of the UK (rUK) studying at Scottish 
higher education institutes (HEIs) is shown in the table below. RUK students account for around 12 
per cent of the HEI student population in Scotland. 

Table 1: Students from the rest of the UK studying at Scottish higher education institutes from 2007-
08 to 2012-13 

 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Total number from rUK 27,224 28,098 29,383 29,681 29,322 28,791 

Proportion of all students at 
Scottish HEIs 

12% 12% 12% 12% 13% 12% 

Source: Higher Education Statistics Agency 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much debt the 
Student Loans Company has collected on behalf of the Scottish Government from people resident in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland in each of the last three years and what percentage this 
represented of the total amount collected. 

 (S4W-22250) 

Michael Russell: With the other UK administrations, the Scottish Government is a shareholder in 
the Student Loans Company (SLC). The SLC does not manage repayment of student loan debt on 
behalf of the Scottish Government alone. 

The information requested on collection of student debt is not held by the Scottish Government. 
However, the SLC website provides relevant information on this matter: http://www.slc.co.uk/official-
statistics/student-loans-debt-and-repayment.aspx  

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it considers 
that, in the event of independence, it would collect student loan repayments on behalf of the 
administrations of England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

 (S4W-22253) 
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Michael Russell: Should the people of Scotland vote for independence, the collection of student 
loan repayments is a matter that will form part of transitional discussions between the Scottish and UK 
governments. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of any legal issues involved in any cross-border collection agreement relating to student 
loans. 

 (S4W-22254) 

Michael Russell: Should the people of Scotland vote for independence, the collection of student 
loan repayments is a matter that will form part of transitional discussions between the Scottish and UK 
governments. However, we do not anticipate any particular legal issues arising out of cross-border 
collection. Loan repayments are currently collected from residents both within and outwith the UK. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the average 
collection rate for student loans has been in each of the last three years from (a) UK residents and (b) 
people resident outside the UK. 

 (S4W-22256) 

Michael Russell: This information is not held by the Scottish Government. However, the Student 
Loans Company provide relevant information on their website:  
http://www.slc.co.uk/official-statistics/student-loans-debt-and-repayment.aspx 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the cost per 
pound has been of collecting student loan repayments via (a) HM Revenue and Customs and (b) other 
methods. 

 (S4W-22257) 

Michael Russell: This information is not held by the Scottish Government. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the affordability of the student loan scheme in an independent Scotland (a) under and (b) 
without a cross-border collection arrangement with HM Revenue and Customs. 

 (S4W-22258) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that the size of the overall loan 
book, as it relates to Scottish customers, remains sustainable and affordable. 

Should the people of Scotland vote for independence, the administration of student loan scheme is a 
matter that will form part of transitional discussions between the Scottish and UK governments. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the impact on graduate retention in Scotland of an independent Scotland agreeing a 
student loan collection system with HM Revenue and Customs. 

 (S4W-22259) 

Michael Russell: No analysis of graduate retention in that specific context has been undertaken. 
Should the people of Scotland vote for independence, the collection of student loan repayments is a 
matter that will form part of transitional discussions between the Scottish and UK governments. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many of the 10,000 Youth Employment Scotland Fund places have been filled, broken down by 
local authority area. 

 (S4W-22289) 
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Angela Constance: A full breakdown by local authority of the allocation of the 10,000 Youth 
Employment Scotland Fund places is not yet available. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many of the Youth Employment Scotland Fund participants have moved, following their 
placement, to (a) full-time employment, (b) part-time employment, (c) education and (d) training, 
broken down by local authority area. 

 (S4W-22290) 

Angela Constance: We will be undertaking an interim evaluation of the Youth Employment 
Scotland Fund later in the year and the results are likely to be published in early 2015. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it considers that the uptake of the Scottish Baccalaureate is low and, if 
so, what it is doing to increase uptake. 

 (S4W-22291) 

Michael Russell: As a qualification designed to meet the needs of some of our most able learners 
in S6, the Scottish Baccalaureate was never intended to be a high uptake award. The number of 
pupils taking the Scottish Baccalaureate has shown an overall increase since its introduction in 2010, 
though the entry numbers decreased from 191 in 2013 to 176 in 2014. 

The Scottish Qualifications Authority is continuing to work with schools, colleges and local 
authorities to promote the enhanced skills which the Scottish Baccalaureate develops. Education 
Scotland also has plans to promote the qualification at the next Scottish Learning Festival. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether its special 
advisers will stand down ahead of the purdah period of the referendum campaign and, if so, what pay-
off arrangements it has made. 

 (S4W-22329) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Special advisers may remain in post during the pre-referendum period, consistent 
with the terms of the Code of Conduct for Special Advisers. Severance payment will not be payable if 
a special adviser chooses to resign. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-22180 
S4W-22236 


