
Friday 15 August 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what research it has carried out into the operation of the Short Assured Tenancy. 

 (S4W-22195) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government has carried out the following research into the 
operation of the Short Assured Tenancy: 

Qualitative research to explore the implications for private rented sector tenants and landlords of 
longer term and more secure tenancy: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/03/7326/0 (2014) 

Evidence review of the private rented sector in Scotland: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/privaterent/government/Tenancy-
Review/findings/evidence-review (2014) 

Review of the Private Rented Sector: Volume 1: Key Findings and Policy Implications:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/03/23153136/0 (2009) 

Review of the Private Rented Sector: Volume 2: Views and Experiences of Tenants in the Private 
Rented Sector in Scotland: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/03/23153402/0 (2009) 

Review of the Private Rented Sector: Volume 3: Views and experiences of landlords in the Private 
Rented Sector: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/03/23140128/0 (2009)  

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what impact analysis 
it has carried out on the Local Government Finance (Unoccupied Properties etc.) (Scotland) Act 2012; 
what additional (a) revenues have been generated and (b) costs have been incurred by local 
authorities, and how many (i) houses, (ii) shops and (iii) business properties have been brought back 
into use. 

 (S4W-22326) 

Margaret Burgess: It is too early to determine the impacts to housing as a result of the Local 
Government Finance (Unoccupied Properties etc.) (Scotland) Act 2012. This is due to only a single 
council applying the discretionary power (to charge increased levels of council tax for certain long-term 
empty homes) for the first full year of operation in 2013-14. 12 councils are applying the power in 
2014-15 and the effect in terms of number of properties affected and revenue raised will be picked up 
in the local government finance returns to the Scottish Government. 

With regards to how many (ii) shops and (iii) business properties have been brought back into use, 
we have undertaken to conduct post-legislative scrutiny of the empty property relief policy in 2015. 

Crown Office 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what work it is doing to 
improve the exchange of conviction information with (a) EU and (b) non-EU countries. 

 (S4W-22189) 

Lesley Thomson: The provision of information about conviction information is essential for 
prosecutors so that the full offending picture of the accused can be assessed when making decisions 
in cases that are reported to them. This ensures prosecutors can consider how best to ensure the 
public is protected. 

The exchange of criminal conviction information within the EU is provided for in Scotland by Section 
71 and Schedule 4 of the Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2010 which in turn amended 
the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995. These provisions came into force on 13 December 2010.  

The Police Service of Scotland is responsible for requesting conviction information from the EU 
through the United Kingdom Central Authority for the Exchange of Criminal Records. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/03/7326/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/privaterent/government/Tenancy-Review/findings/evidence-review
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/privaterent/government/Tenancy-Review/findings/evidence-review
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/03/23153136/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/03/23153402/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/03/23140128/0


Outwith the EU countries, there are other mechanisms for the exchange of conviction information. 
Firstly, for conviction information from non-EU Interpol countries the police can obtain the information 
through the non-EU exchange of criminal records. 

There is also the European Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters 1959 which 
provides for the transfer and recovery of previous criminal history in those states that are signatories 
to the Convention, namely those states that are parties to the Council of Europe as well as Chile, 
Israel and Korea, making a total of 50 states. 

Finally, there are bilateral and United Nations treaties which allow the exchange of conviction 
information between the United Kingdom and other jurisdictions, such as the United States of 
America. In such cases letters or requests would require to be issued through the International Co-
operation Unit at the Crown Office. 

Health and Social Care 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the (a) 
one-, (b) two-, (c) five- and (d) ten-year lung cancer survival rates are, broken down by (i) cancer 
network and (ii) NHS board. 

 (S4W-22176) 

Alex Neil: Tables 1a, 1b and 1c show survival rates (percentage) up to a) one year; b) two years 
and c) five years after diagnosis of lung cancer for patients aged 15 years and over in Scotland. As 10 
years of follow-up information is not yet available for the cohort included in the analysis, it has not 
been possible to calculate 10-year survival rates. Data are presented by region and health board of 
residence. 

Table 1a: Survival at one year after diagnosis of lung cancer (2003-07) (Scotland; males and 
females aged 15 and over). 

 
One year after diagnosis 

 

Number of 
cases 

analysed 
Percentage 

Lower 95% 
confidence 

interval 

Upper 95% 
confidence 

interval 

Scotland  20,695 27.4 26.8 28.0 

Region 

North of Scotland  4,511 28.2 26.8 29.6 

South East of Scotland  5,329 28.8 27.6 30.0 

West of Scotland  10,855 26.4 25.6 27.2 

NHS board 

Ayrshire and Arran 1,547 24.8 22.6 27.0 

Borders 406 31.5 27.0 36.0 

Dumfries and Galloway 673 25.9 22.6 29.2 

Fife 1,403 25.6 23.2 28.0 

Forth Valley 1,065 22.8 20.3 25.3 

Grampian 1,665 29.1 26.9 31.3 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 5,972 27.3 26.1 28.5 

Highland and Argyll 1,070 25.6 23.1 28.1 



Lanarkshire 2,271 26.6 24.8 28.4 

Lothian 2,847 30.7 28.9 32.5 

Orkney 63 36.5 24.5 48.5 

Shetland 43 25.6 12.5 38.7 

Tayside 1,557 29.5 27.1 31.9 

Western Isles 113 20.4 13.0 27.8 

 

Table 1b: Survival at two years after diagnosis of lung cancer (2003-07) (Scotland; males and 
females aged 15 and over). 

 
Two years after diagnosis 

 

Number of 
cases 

analysed 
Percentage 

Lower 95% 
confidence 

interval 

Upper 95% 
confidence 

interval 

Scotland  20,695 14.5 14.1 14.9 

Region 

North of Scotland  4,511 14.6 13.6 15.6 

South East of Scotland  5,329 16.0 15.0 17.0 

West of Scotland  10,855 13.7 13.1 14.3 

NHS board 

Ayrshire and Arran 1,547 12.9 11.1 14.7 

Borders 406 18.2 14.5 21.9 

Dumfries and Galloway 673 14.1 11.6 16.6 

Fife 1,403 14.1 12.3 15.9 

Forth Valley 1,065 12.6 10.6 14.6 

Grampian 1,665 14.5 12.7 16.3 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 5,972 14.0 13.2 14.8 

Highland and Argyll 1,070 13.6 11.6 15.6 

Lanarkshire 2,271 14.0 12.6 15.4 

Lothian 2,847 17.1 15.7 18.5 

Orkney 63 19.0 9.4 28.6 

Shetland 43 11.6 2.0 21.2 

Tayside 1,557 15.7 13.9 17.5 

Western Isles 113 8.8 3.5 14.1 

 



Table 1c: Survival at five years after diagnosis of lung cancer (2003-07) (Scotland; males and 
females aged 15 and over). 

 
Five years after diagnosis 

 

Number of 
cases 

analysed 
Percentage 

Lower 95% 
confidence 

interval 

Upper 95% 
confidence 

interval 

Scotland  20,695 6.5 6.1 6.9 

Region 

North of Scotland  4,511 6.3 5.5 7.1 

South East of Scotland  5,329 7.8 7.0 8.6 

West of Scotland  10,855 6.0 5.6 6.4 

NHS board 

Ayrshire and Arran 1,547 5.2 4.0 6.4 

Borders 406 9.1 6.4 11.8 

Dumfries and Galloway 673 6.4 4.6 8.2 

Fife 1,403 6.6 5.2 8.0 

Forth Valley 1,065 6.0 4.6 7.4 

Grampian 1,665 6.4 5.2 7.6 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 5,972 6.0 5.4 6.6 

Highland and Argyll 1,070 5.5 4.1 6.9 

Lanarkshire 2,271 6.7 5.7 7.7 

Lothian 2,847 8.5 7.5 9.5 

Orkney 63 9.5 2.2 16.8 

Shetland 43 2.3 - 6.8 

Tayside 1,557 6.8 5.6 8.0 

Western Isles 113 4.4 0.7 8.1 

Source: Scottish Cancer Registry, Information Services Division 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 

whether it has fully implemented directive 2011/24/EU as it was required to do by 25 October 2013.

 

(S4W-22279) 

Alex Neil: The European cross-border healthcare directive 2011/24/EU has been implemented in 

Scotland by a package of measures: the National Health Service (Cross-Border Health Care) 

(Scotland) Regulations 2013 and existing domestic legislation, guidance issued to NHS boards and 

Scotland’s European cross-border healthcare National Contact Point. 
 



Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the European Commission has given it notice that it has either failed to implement or only 
partially implemented directive 2011/24/EU. 

 (S4W-22280) 

Alex Neil: Scotland has not been given notice. The UK Government and 11 other member states 
have received a request from the European Commission asking for notification of the measures taken 
to implement the European cross-border healthcare directive 2011/24/EU. 

Together with the other UK countries, we are at present considering the additional information we 
will provide in validation of the provisions that have already been put in place in Scotland, which were 
notified to the commission at the end of October 2013. 

Learning and Justice 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-21946 by Aileen Campbell on 14 July 
2014, when it will publish the public information materials. 

 (S4W-22173) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government has now published the public information materials. 
The information campaign commenced on 21 July 2014. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many police officers will police the Commonwealth Games, broken down by division. 

 (S4W-22174) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for Police Scotland. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans are in place to ensure that there is adequate cover in each police division during the 
Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4W-22175) 

Kenny MacAskill: A safe, secure and peaceful Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games was 
delivered through a mixed workforce of Police Scotland police officers, mutual aid police officers from 
elsewhere in the UK, military personnel, private safety stewards and private security guards. It is a 
matter for the Chief Constable to determine the operational deployment of Police Scotland officers. 

HM Inspector of Constabulary in Scotland conducted assurance work to assess and validate the 
business as usual capacity and capability of Police Scotland for non-games related policing activity 
throughout the games period. The conclusion was that there was confidence in the capacity of Police 
Scotland to ensure that there is no significant detrimental impact to routine policing activity over the 
period of the Commonwealth Games. 

This extensive planning and preparation ensured that members of the public, visitors and athletes 
had a secure and enjoyable games experience, while day-to-day policing in communities across the 
rest of Scotland was maintained to the usual high standard to keep people safe. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
programmes are in place for the rehabilitation of female sex offenders. 

 (S4W-22234) 

Kenny MacAskill: As at August 2014 there were only 24 females recorded on the Sex Offenders 
Register in Scotland. The small numbers of female sex offenders presents substantial problems in 
devising and delivering standardised programmes. 

As the number of imprisoned female sex offenders is small the Scottish Prison Service manages 
them individually, and devises appropriate supervision, support and rehabilitative activity tailored to 
their individual needs and circumstances. 



On release from custody, Criminal Justice Social Work Services work with female sex offenders on 
an individual basis rather than providing a standard rehabilitation programme, to ensure effective risk 
management, public protection, harm reduction and rehabilitation. This work is done in conjunction 
with the Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements framework, as appropriate. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many female sex offenders have been incarcerated in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-22235) 

Kenny MacAskill: The available information is given in the following table: 

Female sex offenders
1
 receiving a custodial sentence, 2006-07 to 2012-13. 

Crime 
2006-

07 
2007-

08 
2008-

09 
2009-

10 
2010-

11 
2011-

12 
2012-

13 

Lewd and libidinous practices 1 - - 1 1 1 - 

Public indecency 1 - - - - 2 - 

Incest - 1 - - 1 - - 

Rape 1 - - - - - - 

Taking, distribution, possession etc. of 
indecent photos of children - - - 1 - - - 

Total 3 1 - 2 2 3 - 

1. Where main offences. Excludes crimes relating to prostitution. 

 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what happens to childcare funding if a child is unable to use a place offered by a local 
authority. 

 (S4W-22244) 

Aileen Campbell: It is the statutory responsibility of local authorities to secure a funded pre-school 
place for all eligible children whose parents wish it, using either their own provision or through partner 
providers. 

Funding for the early learning and childcare entitlement is allocated to local authorities via their block 
grant and is not ring fenced. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with the SQA regarding for what reason in session 
2013-14 there were 55,000 fewer presentations by pupils for national exam qualifications compared 
with session 2012-13. 

 (S4W-22264) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government regularly holds discussions with the SQA on many issues 
relating to the national qualifications.  

It was to be expected that the total number of entries would be lower this year than last. This 
primarily reflects the changing patterns of learning which are developing as part of Curriculum for 
Excellence. The flexibility and personalisation offered by the senior phase enables schools to develop, 
in consultation with parents, curriculum models that allow for deeper attainment and a richer learning 
experience. This means that many pupils are now taking fewer subjects in S4. It is expected that this 
trend will continue in future years. 

 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it considers the European Court of Human Rights as a valid avenue of appeal in relation to criminal 
cases in which interim suspension of sentence is granted pending appeal on the grounds of violation 
of human rights. 

 (S4W-22315) 



Kenny MacAskill: Determination of legal issues relating to the European Convention of Human 
Rights (ECHR) is generally for the domestic courts. Where it is considered that the domestic courts 
have not properly decided any ECHR issue, a direct application may be made to the European Court 
of Human Rights. This is an inevitable consequence of the UK’s membership of the Council of Europe 
– a membership Scotland’s Future confirms that an independent Scotland would maintain.  

However, where an applicant takes a case to the European Court of Human Rights he or she is 
obliged to have exhausted all domestic remedies before doing so; an application would not be 
accepted while a domestic appeal was pending. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what consideration it has given to a worst-case-scenario timescale for negotiating entry to the EU if it 
takes longer than 18 months, and how long it considers this would be. 

 (S4W-22111) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government is confident that its approach will deliver full and timely EU 
membership for an independent Scotland. 

As set out in Scotland’s Future, the Scottish Government will approach EU membership negotiations 
operating on the principle of continuity of effect: that is a transition to independent membership that is 
based on the EU treaty obligations and provisions that currently apply to Scotland under its present 
status as part of the UK, and without disruption to Scotland’s current fully integrated standing within 
the legal, economic, institutional, political and social framework of the EU. 

I would also refer the member to the answers to questions S4W-22109 on 6 August 2014 and S4W-
22110 on 11 August 2014. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

Transport Scotland 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the south side piers of the Forth Replacement Crossing designated (a) S1, (b) S2 
and (c) S3 will be completed; what the original target completion date was, and what the reason was 
for any delay. 

 (S4W-22316) 

Keith Brown: Piers S1 and S2 are required to support the cable stay bridge deck sections built out 
from the south tower progressively during 2015. S1 and S2 are expected to be complete in summer 
2015, in advance of the time when they are required to support these deck sections. 

Pier S3 is the last pier required to support the south approach viaduct. Pier S3 is anticipated to be 
complete in early 2015, on time to support the final phase of the south approach viaduct incremental 
push launch. This is in line with the information provided to the Scottish Parliament Infrastructure and 
Capital Investment Committee on 5 March 2014 by the Forth Replacement Crossing project director. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Forth Replacement Crossing has reached the halfway stage of construction. 

 (S4W-22319) 

Keith Brown: Yes, the Forth Replacement Crossing project has reached the halfway stage of 
construction. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the critical path of the Forth Replacement Crossing project has been affected by 
delays in constructing piers or any other part of the project. 

 (S4W-22320) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Keith Brown: The critical path of the project remains unchanged and the project remains on 
schedule for completion by December 2016. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what float time is left in the Forth Replacement Crossing project. 

 (S4W-22321) 

Keith Brown: Adequate contingencies and allowances are built into all of more than 18,000 
activities which comprise the project programme, which continues to show completion by December 
2016. Float time is not identified separately. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it would inform the Parliament of any risk that the Forth Replacement Crossing might 
not be completed on time and whether it would do so at the earliest available opportunity. 

 (S4W-22322) 

Keith Brown: The Forth Replacement Crossing (FRC) project provides a written update on 
progress to the Scottish Parliament Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee at three monthly 
intervals. These are supplemented by appearances in front of the committee by the FRC project 
director and project manager at usually six-monthly intervals and visits to the project site by members 
of the committee when requested. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when work will commence on suspending the deck sections of the Forth Replacement 
Crossing. 

 (S4W-22324) 

Keith Brown: The first deck sections of the Queensferry Crossing are expected to start being 
placed at the towers during autumn 2014.  

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-22226 
S4W-22227 
S4W-22228 

 


