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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable 
Growth will take to ensure that sufficient funding is directed to the Help to Buy scheme so that it can 
meet demand. 

 (S4O-3476) 

John Swinney: Help to Buy (Scotland) is intended to help people to buy new homes, to support 
industry by stimulating demand and to support sustainable economic growth. Given public enthusiasm 
for the scheme, it has clearly stimulated demand as intended. 

Scottish Ministers have announced £275 million to support applications to Help to Buy (Scotland) up 
to March 2016, including an additional £50 million this year in recognition of exceptional demand. £100 
million is available in 2015-16 to support purchases under the scheme. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to assist people who applied to the Help to Buy scheme before 18 July 2014 but were unable to 
receive support because funds for the scheme had been fully allocated. 

 (S4W-22260) 

Margaret Burgess: All applicants looking for assistance to purchase a new home under Help to Buy 
(Scotland) up to close of business on 18 July 2014 are being assessed for support under the scheme. 
If their applications meet the requirements of the scheme rules, they will receive support to complete 
their purchases. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
funding for the 2014-15 Help to Buy scheme was fully allocated within three months, and whether 
funds for the 2015-16 scheme can be brought forward. 

 (S4W-22261) 

Margaret Burgess: Help to Buy (Scotland) is a demand-led scheme, intended to support people to 
buy new homes, to support industry and to stimulate sustainable economic growth. 

The scheme has been successful with high demand levels. Recognising this, ministers increased 
the funding available this financial year by a further £50 million. Continued demand from members of 
the public has resulted in all available funding being allocated, although the associated purchases will 
continue to be completed throughout the financial year. 

Ministers are not in a position to bring forward funding from 2015-16. A budget of £100 million 
remains available to support purchases to be completed from 1 April 2015. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what work it is 
carrying out with Homes for Scotland and others in the housing sector to help develop a longer-term 
strategy. 

 (S4W-22263) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government works with Homes for Scotland and other housing 
organisations on a regular basis to discuss options for support and development of the housing sector. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Stewart Stevenson (Banffshire and Buchan Coast) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what use is being made of the Business Tourism Bid Fund. 

 (S4O-3478) 



Fergus Ewing: Excellent use is being made of the Conference Bid Fund. To date the Conference 
Bid Fund has committed £1.2 million in match funding to help secure 62 conferences which are 
expected to attract almost 76,000 delegates with an estimated gross delegate spend of around £128 
million. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what analysis it has undertaken of the potential effect of the UK Government’s bareboat charter tax on 
the oil and gas industry. 

 (S4O-3479) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government shares the view and analysis expressed by industry 
figures that the loss of just one field could outweigh the notional additional revenue that the UK 
Treasury expect the bareboat charter tax changes to generate.  

This tax change is the precise opposite of the stable and predictable fiscal regime the industry needs 
and deserves, but has not enjoyed from successive UK Governments. 

 

Bill Kidd (Glasgow Anniesland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth plans to have 
discussions with BAE systems in Glasgow Anniesland. 

 (S4O-3480) 

John Swinney: BAE Systems is an important employer in Glasgow Anniesland. I am in regular 
dialogue with the company. 

Finance 

Annabelle Ewing (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what impact the UK Government’s proposed renewal of Trident will have on Scotland's 
public finances.  

 (S4O-3477) 

John Swinney: In its concluding report, published on 1 July 2014, the Trident Commission 
estimated the annual net present value of the UK Government’s proposed Trident renewal plans to 
average £2.9 billion per year. Scotland’s population share of this equates to around £240 million a 
year at 2012 prices. 

The total lifetime costs of the Trident successor programme are calculated to be around £103 billion 
in cash terms at 2012 prices, with annual costs peaking at around £4 billion a year by the mid-2020s. 
Scotland’s population share of those total costs equates to around £8.6 billion over the project’s 
lifespan. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Scottish Fiscal Commission will have a veto on revenue forecasts produced 
by the Scottish Government. 

 (S4W-22239) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Fiscal Commission will provide independent scrutiny of Scottish 
Government forecasts of receipts from Land and Buildings Transaction Tax and Scottish Landfill Tax 
and assess the economic determinants that underpin forecasts of non-domestic rates income in 
Scotland. The commission will provide Parliament and the public with assurance over the 
reasonableness and integrity of the Scottish Government’s tax forecasts. 

The Scottish Government will take all reasonable action to ensure that the tax revenue forecasts 
which underpin the Scottish Budget from 2015-16 onwards are assessed as robust and reasonable by 
the commission. 

 



Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide further details on the statement that “the [Scottish Fiscal] 
Commission would effectively have a veto on revenue forecasts which support the Scottish budget”, 
as recorded in the minutes of the meeting of the Tax Consultation Forum of 22 May 2014. 

 (S4W-22240) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22239 on 13 August 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-22075 by John Swinney on 5 August 2014, in 
light of the information not being provided in the answer to question S4O-02678, whether it will now 
provide the information that was requested and confirm how much revenue gain will occur from each 
of the tax reliefs that it would streamline in the event of independence.   

 (S4W-22265) 

John Swinney: As set out on page 121 of Scotland’s Future, over the course of the first term of an 
independent Scottish Parliament, this government will work with Revenue Scotland to simplify the tax 
system to reduce compliance costs, streamline reliefs and help to reduce tax avoidance, with a target 
revenue gain of £250 million a year by the end of the first term. 

The Office of Tax Simplification identified 1,140 separate reliefs in the UK tax system as at July 
2014. This government would prioritise the ending of the married couple’s transferable tax allowance 
and the abolition of the shares for rights scheme following independence, and would identify further 
opportunities to reduce compliance costs, streamline reliefs and help to reduce tax avoidance as part 
of our planned review of the inherited tax system so that Scotland can realise the full benefits of a 
modern and efficient tax system. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-22074 by John Swinney on 5 August 2014, in 
light of the information not being provided in the answer to question S4O-02678, whether it will now 
provide the information that was requested and confirm which tax reliefs it would streamline in the 
event of independence.   

 (S4W-22266) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22265 on 13 August 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx  

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-22071 by John Swinney on 5 August 2014, in 
light of the information not being provided in the answer to question S4O-02678, whether it will now 
provide the information that was requested and confirm how much of the target revenue gain of £250 
million, referred to on page 79 of its white paper on independence, will come from (a) reduced 
compliance costs, (b) streamlining reliefs and (c) reduced tax avoidance.  

 (S4W-22267) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22265 on 13 August 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Learning and Justice 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the average response time has been for the fire and rescue services to 
attend an incident in (a) urban and (b) remote and rural areas in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-22140) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This is a matter for the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the longest time has been for a fire and rescue service appliance to attend 
an incident in an (a) urban and (b) remote and rural area in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-22141) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This is a matter for the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action is being taken to reduce response times for fire and rescue services 
in remote and rural areas. 

 (S4W-22142) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Scottish Ministers have set out the strategic direction for fire and rescue 
in the Fire and Rescue Framework for Scotland 2013. Its priorities include requirements for planning 
operational response in a way which reflects national and local risk across Scotland. 

In response to the Fire and Rescue Framework, The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service has 
published strategies on response and resilience, as well as local plans, which detail its approach to 
incident prevention and response on a local basis. These documents are available to the public and 
can be found at the following link: http://www.firescotland.gov.uk/about-us/document-library.aspx 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many vacancies there at each level in the (a) Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service and (b) Scottish Ambulance Service. 

 (S4W-22143) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This is a matter for the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and the Scottish 
Ambulance Service. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the causes of 
educational inequality are. 

 (S4W-22148) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and all its partners have a strong shared commitment to 
raising attainment for all and closing the attainment gap between children and young people who are 
most and least advantaged. 

The causes of educational inequality are complex and varied. Recent research, such as the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation report Closing the attainment gap in Scottish education, which was published in 
May 2014, suggests that there are many contributory factors including deprivation, gender, a child’s 
home environment, additional support needs and looked after status. 

But there are other influential factors which we have limited control over. The Institute for Fiscal 
Studies has estimated that an additional 50,000 Scottish children will be living in relative poverty by 
2020 because of UK welfare reform, and when housing costs are taken into account, the figure could 
be as high as 100,000. 

http://www.firescotland.gov.uk/about-us/document-library.aspx


Our Child Poverty Strategy for Scotland expresses our commitment to focus on the need to tackle 
the long-term drivers of poverty, through early intervention and prevention, partnership and holistic 
services. 

Independence will have a significant and positive impact on education if Scotland has control of the 
welfare, benefits and taxation systems. With independence, and control over these powers, we have a 
decisive opportunity to put an end to underachievement in our schools that is caused by poverty. 

While we cannot mitigate all of the impacts of welfare reform, we are continuing to do what we can 
within our existing powers and resources to mitigate the worst impacts where possible. Our current 
and planned funding will result in an investment of at least £260 million over the period 2013-14 to 
2015-16. This will help to limit the most damaging effects of welfare reforms. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what (a) policies and 
(b) programmes it has introduced to address educational inequality. 

 (S4W-22149) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and all its partners have a strong shared commitment to 
raising attainment for all and closing the attainment gap between children and young people who are 
most and least advantaged. This commitment to improvement and equity in attainment has a firm 
foundation in all our key policies and programmes which affect children and young people, the pillars 
of which are Curriculum for Excellence, Teaching Scotland’s Future, Getting it right for every child, 
The Early Years Framework and Opportunities for All. More specifically: 

The Raising Attainment for All Programme was launched in June 2014 and aims to close the 
attainment gap between children and young people who are most and least advantaged. 12 local 
authorities and over 100 schools are part of this programme, which supports consistent improvement 
in attainment and achievement through the development of a collaborative learning system, the 
implementation of improvement methodology and by enabling shared learning.  

Education Scotland are also encouraging collaboration and continuous self-improvement through the 
Schools Improvement Partnership Programme.  

The development of Insight will help local authorities and secondary schools to analyse strengths and 
areas for improvement. 

A refreshed Parentzone website will provide more accessible information for parents. 

The Scottish Government is also taking forward a number of other activities to focus on the key 
issues which have an impact on raising attainment and closing the equity gap. These include:  

The implementation of Teaching Scotland’s Future to support the teaching workforce;  

Establishing a Scottish College for Educational Leadership to support leadership development;  

The establishment of literacy and numeracy hubs to facilitate sharing of best practice. 

However, we know that there is more work to do. The Institute for Fiscal Studies has estimated that 
an additional 50,000 Scottish children will be living in relative poverty by 2020 because of UK welfare 
reform, and when housing costs are taken into account, the figure could be as high as 100,000. 

Our Child Poverty Strategy for Scotland expresses our commitment to focus on the need to tackle 
the long-term drivers of poverty, through early intervention and prevention, partnership and holistic 
services. 

Independence will have a significant and positive impact on education if Scotland has control of the 
welfare, benefits and taxation systems. With independence, and control over these powers, we have a 
decisive opportunity to put an end to underachievement in our schools that is caused by poverty. 

While we cannot mitigate all of the impacts of welfare reform, we are continuing to do what we can 
within our existing powers and resources to mitigate the worst impacts where possible. Our current 
and planned funding will result in an investment of at least £260 million over the period 2013-14 to 
2015-16. This will help to limit the most damaging effects of welfare reforms. 

 



Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much funding it 
has allocated to tackling educational inequality and what percentage of the education budget this 
represents. 

 (S4W-22150) 

Michael Russell: Tackling educational inequality is an agreed priority for all education partners, so 
our collective financial resources should be allocated to support that. The majority of education 
funding flows through local government. For 2013-14, Scotland’s local authorities’ provisional outturn 
total net revenue expenditure was £11.716 billion. Of this figure, £4.608 billion (39.3%) was on 
education. 

However, we know that there is more work to do. The Institute for Fiscal Studies has estimated that 
an additional 50,000 Scottish children will be living in relative poverty by 2020 because of UK welfare 
reform, and when housing costs are taken into account, the figure could be as high as 100,000. Our 
Child Poverty Strategy for Scotland expresses our commitment to focus on the need to tackle the 
long-term drivers of poverty, through early intervention and prevention, partnership and holistic 
services. 

Independence will have a significant and positive impact on education if Scotland has control of the 
welfare, benefits and taxation systems. With independence, and control over these powers, we have a 
decisive opportunity to put an end to underachievement in our schools that is caused by poverty. 

While we cannot mitigate all of the impacts of welfare reform, we are continuing to do what we can 
within our existing powers and resources to mitigate the worst impacts where possible. Our current 
and planned funding will result in an investment of at least £260 million over the period 2013-14 to 
2015-16. This will help to limit the most damaging effects of welfare reforms. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to 
increase the attainment levels of students from the most deprived backgrounds. 

 (S4W-22151) 

Michael Russell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22149 on 13 August 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many students 
at Scotland’s ancient universities are from the most deprived areas of Scotland. 

 (S4W-22152) 

Michael Russell: Figures from the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) indicate that in 2012-13, the 
most recent year for which information is available; there were 4,904 students at Scotland’s four 
ancient universities from the 40% most deprived data zones in Scotland, as ranked in the Scottish 
Index of Multiple Deprivation. Of these, 1,962 were from the 20% most deprived data zones. 

Under this government we have seen growth in the number of students from deprived data zones to 
ancient universities since 2006-07. 

The Post-16 Education (Scotland) Act 2013 introduced statutory widening access agreements as 
part of the wider outcome agreement dialogue between the SFC and each higher education institution 
in Scotland. Progress is monitored by the SFC and reported annually through their Learning for All 
publication. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of 
the students from the most deprived areas in the country at Scotland’s ancient universities has 
dropped out of higher education in the last five years. 

 (S4W-22153) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Michael Russell: Figures from the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) show that the proportions of 
Scottish domiciled, full time undergraduate first degree students from the 40% most deprived data 
zones, as ranked by the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation, who did not continue into the next year 
of study at one of Scotland’s four ancient universities were: 

2008-09 12.3% 

2009-10 10.4% 

2010-11 8.9% 

2011-12 10.4% 

2012-13 10.7% 

It is not possible to confirm if these students embarked on another course of higher education study 
after leaving their original course. 

In a letter of guidance issued to the SFC on 31 July 2014, I confirmed that the Scottish Government 
wants to improve retention rates and the level and quality of support for students who need more 
assistance to successfully complete their course, particularly at those universities performing less well 
in this regard. 

The letter of guidance 2015-16 is available at: 
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/aboutus/letterofguidance/letterofguidance.aspx 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to 
encourage students from the most deprived backgrounds to study at Scotland’s ancient universities. 

 (S4W-22154) 

Michael Russell: The Post-16 Education (Scotland) Act 2013 introduced statutory widening access 
agreements as part of the wider outcome agreement dialogue between the Scottish Funding Council 
(SFC) and each higher education institution in Scotland. 

A university outcome agreements summary document, published by the SFC in May 2014, sets out 
how individual universities are improving access for students from more deprived communities. 
Activities include development or expansion of summer schools and other programmes focused on 
assisting students to obtain a place at university.  

A good example involving one of the ancient universities is the University of Glasgow’s refinement of 
their admissions process as part of an approach to recruiting 200 extra entrants from the most 
deprived 40% of data zones, as ranked by the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation, over the next 
three years.  

In 2013-14, the Scottish Government committed additional funded places for Scottish and EU 
students to support widening access to a university education and articulation from college to 
university. A further commitment has been made for academic year 2014-15. 

Enabling students from the most deprived backgrounds to study at ancient universities also requires 
closing the attainment gap in schools. Independence will have a significant and positive impact on 
education if Scotland has control of the welfare, benefits and taxation systems. With independence, 
and control over these powers, we have a decisive opportunity to put an end to underachievement in 
our schools that is caused by poverty. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
produce a report on the progress made by high-attaining children from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

 (S4W-22155) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government supports a number of activities which provide 
information on high-attaining children from disadvantaged backgrounds: 

The Scottish Government funds Growing Up in Scotland, a study which contains a wealth of 
longitudinal data which allows us to explore the social and emotional wellbeing of children, resilience 
characteristics of children from areas of high deprivation and how these link with educational 
experiences.  

http://www.sfc.ac.uk/aboutus/letterofguidance/letterofguidance.aspx


As part of its review of Curriculum for Excellence in 2015, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development will give consideration to how the Scottish education system is performing in terms 
of attainment and achievement, and how we can achieve more equitable outcomes across the social 
spectrum. 

We intend to work with the University of Edinburgh to develop the Edinburgh Study of Youth 
Transitions and Crime to better understand the educational attainment and outcomes of that cohort of 
young people. 

Education Scotland routinely highlights areas of good practice and success as part of their inspection 
and practice sharing activities. 

Research, good practice and learning is already being shared across Scotland and is having an 
impact on attainment and closing the equity gap. To build on this, the Scottish Government is taking 
forward a range of activities to raise attainment and close the equity gap, including the Raising 
Attainment for All Programme. Education Scotland is augmenting this work with their School 
Improvement Partnership Programme. 

Given the range of information and data currently available, the Scottish Government has no current 
plans to produce a more specific report on the progress made by high-attaining children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. Our focus is to work closely with partners to bring about practical change 
and improve outcomes for children and young people. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reasons 
there was a 58% increase in lending to Scotland-domiciled students by the Student Loans Company in 
2013-14. 

 (S4W-22157) 

Michael Russell: A new student support package was introduced for academic year 2013-14. 
Implementation of the revised package received praise from NUS Scotland. The new system included 
an annual minimum income of £7,250, through a combination of bursaries and loans, for students with 
a family income of less than £17,000. 

Other improvements included a revised minimum student loan amount for all eligible students of 
£4,500. Expansion in the amount of money available to all students resulted in an increase in overall 
lending during the first year of operation of the new, simplified support package. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the reasons are 
for the reported increasing level of student debt. 

 (S4W-22158) 

Michael Russell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22157 on 13 August 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the reasons are 
for the lower average tariff scores for looked-after children compared with all school leavers. 

 (S4W-22161) 

Michael Russell: The reasons for looked after children and young people experiencing poorer 
educational outcomes, lower levels of educational attainment and positive destinations are multiple 
and various. 

The 2007 report We Can and Must Do Better highlighted ‘‘continuity, stability, a sense of security 
and support as key to ensuring that looked after children and young people do as well as their peers in 
terms of achievement and attainment at school and in positively participating in the wider school 
community.’’ 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Further, the Scottish Parliament’s Education and Culture Committee report Inquiry into the 
educational attainment of looked after children indicated that ‘‘Children are ready to learn when they 
are emotionally stable, with secure attachments to key care givers, are free of threat and risk and 
attend school on a regular and consistent basis, and are supported by key role models who value 
education and actively support learning’’. 

Whilst there is still much to be done, the 2012-13 educational outcomes statistics demonstrate the 
progress that has been made in improving the attainment and achievement of looked after children. 
Since 2009 the proportion of young people in positive destinations has increased by 12 percentage 
points and the average tariff score has increased by 19 tariff score points. Attendance is improving 
and exclusions have fallen by 43%. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the reasons are 
for the lower percentage of positive destinations for looked-after children compared with all school 
leavers. 

 (S4W-22162) 

Michael Russell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22161 on 13 August 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to 
achieve equality in outcome for looked-after students compared with all school leavers. 

 (S4W-22163) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government has, and continues to, take a range of actions to enable 
looked after children to improve outcomes, leaver destinations and attainment levels. In accordance 
with Getting it right for every child principles we continue to encourage high-quality, individually 
tailored, multi-agency approaches for this vulnerable group. 

The needs of looked after children, young people and care leavers who have experienced multiple 
placements are embedded in our wider work to improve outcomes such as Getting it right for every 
child, Curriculum for Excellence, Additional Support for Learning, More Choices More Chances and 
Opportunities for All. 

Young people need stability if they are to achieve. We have established the Permanence and Care 
Excellence (PACE) programme which aims to achieve fewer placements and earlier permanence for 
children and young people. PACE is being implemented in Aberdeen City and Renfrewshire and uses 
improvement methodology and takes a whole system (local authorities, children’s hearings & courts) 
approach to improving permanence. We will share the learning from this pilot and plan to extend the 
PACE programme to other areas over the next couple of years. We also fund the Centre for 
Excellence for Looked After Children to provide direct support to local authorities to improve the way 
they deliver permanence. 

All educational establishments are now required to have a designated senior manager for looked 
after children, with responsibilities for improving learning outcomes. 

Whilst there is still much to be done, the 2012-13 educational outcomes statistics demonstrate the 
progress that has been made in improving the attainment and achievement of looked after children. 
Since 2009 the proportion of young people in positive destinations has increased by 12 percentage 
points and the average tariff score has increased by 19 tariff score points. Attendance is improving 
and exclusions have fallen by 43%. 
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