
Tuesday 12 August 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what impact the granting of  EU special area of conservation status in 2004 has 
had on the population levels of (a) freshwater pearl mussels, (b) salmon, (c) otters and (d) sea 
lamprey. 

 (S4W-22147) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The River Spey Special Area of Conservation (SAC) is the only SAC in Scotland 
designated for all four of the listed qualifying features. 

Scottish Natural Heritage’s most recent assessments of the condition of the River Spey SAC’s 
qualifying features, and other Scottish SACs with any of these qualifying features, are available via the 
following weblink:http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=8365 

Information on population levels is available at a UK scale in the second and third reports under 
Article 17 of the Habitats Directive submitted in 2007 and 2013 respectively. The latter also provides 
component reports for each of the four UK countries but does not make a conservation status 
assessment at country scale. The conservation status of the four listed species is summarised in the 
following table. This information is collated at a UK level, however Scotland hosts a significant 
proportion of each of the four listed species’ UK populations: 

Conservation Status at UK level 

Species 
2007 2013 Change in 

Conservation 
Status Status Trend Status Trend 

Otter Favourable - Favourable - None 

Atlantic salmon Inadequate - Inadequate  Stable None 

Freshwater pearl 
mussel  

Bad Deteriorating Bad  Declining None 

Sea lamprey Inadequate  Improving Unknown - Unknown 

The full reports, including estimated population numbers at UK (2007 and 2013) and Scotland (2013 
only) levels, are available on the JNCC website via the following weblink: 
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-6397 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government who decided to remove the item on a more internationally competitive Scotland from the 
agenda for the Financial Services Advisory Board meeting on 28 April 2014 and when. 

 (S4W-22241) 

John Swinney: The secretariat to the Financial Services Advisory Board, in discussion with Scottish 
Enterprise officials, made the decision to remove the item from the agenda for the Financial Services 
Advisory Board meeting on 28 April 2014 to enable a more comprehensive discussion to take place at 
a future meeting. The item was removed from the agenda on 14 April 2014. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government who was consulted regarding the removal of the item on a more internationally 
competitive Scotland from the agenda for the Financial Services Advisory Board meeting on 28 April 
2014. 

 (S4W-22242) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to S4W-22241 on 12 August 2014. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which 
can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=8365
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-6397
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will provide the answer to question (a) S4W-21560, (b) S4W-21561, (c) S4W-
21562 and (d) S4W-21563, and what the reason is for the delay. 

 (S4W-22299) 

John Swinney: Questions S4W-21560, S4W-21561, S4W-21562 and S4W-21563 were answered 
on the 12 June 2014. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s 
website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Health and Social Care 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
have an epidermoid brain cyst; how many are receiving gamma knife treatment for this, and how many 
consultants specialise in treating the condition, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-22115) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with the relevant governing body regarding where 
an independent Scotland would locate the main national training facility for (a) aquatics, (b) archery, 
(c) badminton, (d) basketball, (e) boxing, (f) canoeing and kayaking, (g) cycling, (h) equestrian events, 
(i) fencing, (j) football, (k) golf, (l) gymnastics, (m) handball, (n) hockey, (o) judo, (p) modern 
pentathlon, (q) rowing, (r) rugby sevens, (s) sailing, (t) shooting, (u) table tennis, (v) taekwondo, (w) 
tennis, (x) track and field, (y) triathlon, (z) volleyball, (aa) weightlifting and (bb) wrestling. 

Holding answer issued: 11 August 2014 (S4W-22119) 

Shona Robison: Scotland already has excellent national training facilities such as the national 
swimming centre at Stirling, the national judo centre at Ratho and the Sir Chris Hoy velodrome among 
others. I have asked the chief executive of sportscotland to provide you with detailed information on 
national training centres. 

In addition the Scottish Government has committed £25 million to deliver a National Performance 
Centre for Sport. All governing bodies were consulted as part of this process and while some such as 
football and volleyball will make greater use of the centre than others, all governing bodies will be able 
to benefit from the facilities and services that will be available when the centre becomes operational in 
2016. 

sportscotland also recently launched a new £20 million national and regional facilities investment 
which will help address gaps in provision identified through the bidding process for the National 
Performance Centre for Sport. As the national agency for the development of sport in Scotland, 
sportscotland is committed to working with sport governing bodies and others to ensure our elite 
athletes have access to appropriate facilities that will allow them to prepare and compete successfully 
on the international stage. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action 
it is taking to increase the surgical resection rates for non-small-cell lung cancer. 

 (S4W-22177) 

Alex Neil: Under the auspices of the Scottish Cancer Taskforce, National Cancer Quality 
Performance Indicators (QPIs) have been developed to drive continuous quality improvement in 

cancer care across NHS Scotland. 

QPIs for lung cancer were published in November 2013. QPI 6 aims to improve the proportion of 
patients who undergo surgical resection for non-small-cell lung cancer. The QPI notes that all patients 
should be considered for surgical treatment appropriate to their stage of disease. 

In order to ensure that the chosen target levels are the most appropriate and drive continuous 
quality improvement as intended, they will be kept under review and revised as necessary, once 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


further evidence or data becomes available. NHS boards will be required to report against this QPI as 
part of a mandatory, publicly reported programme at a national level. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
arrangements are in place to measure the experiences of lung cancer patients at a (a) national and (b) 
local level. 

 (S4W-22178) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Cancer Taskforce discussed the possibility of a cancer patient experience 
survey in Scotland in their meeting on 27 June 2014. The taskforce agreed that further investigation 
should take place, including examination of the methodology behind the surveys which have taken 
place in other parts of the UK. 

The Scottish Government gathers the experiences of a range of health care users via the biennial 
Patient Experience Inpatient survey and the biennial Health and Care Experience survey (formerly the 
GP Patient Experience survey). This includes cancer patients. 

As part of the wider quality performance indicators (QPI) work programme, patient experience QPIs 
were published in April 2014. These seek to capture the experience of cancer patients in Scotland, 
including lung cancer patients. The aim is to foster a culture of continuous quality improvement at a 
local level supported by a programme of regional and national comparative reporting and review. This 
will allow for identification of common themes and best practice for improvement in patient experience. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action 
it is taking to improve the proportion of lung cancer patients seen by a clinical nurse specialist. 

 (S4W-22179) 

Alex Neil: Whilst recognising that it is NHS boards’ responsibility to plan and deliver services, 
including specialist nursing services, taking account of national priorities and local need, there is 
awareness within the Scottish Government of the increasing prominence of the issue of specialist 
nursing services. 

The Scottish Government commissioned NHS Education for Scotland (NES) to host three regional 
workshops to provide opportunities for specialist nurse groups and other stakeholders to explore 
current provision and the future direction of specialist nursing in Scotland. NES have now summarised 
the key themes emerging from these workshops. This will inform future development of the role of 
specialist nurses. The Scottish Government will take this work forward with the Scottish Executive 
Nurse Directors, NES and other stakeholders. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many Scottish Ambulance Service staff will be on duty at the Commonwealth Games, broken down by 
regional operational division. 

 (S4W-22191) 

Alex Neil: This information is set out in the following table: 

Division North East 
Central 

South East West Central South West 

No. of Staff* 21 27 15 46 33 

*This denotes operational staff only and does not include commanders and support services. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans are in place to ensure that there is adequate shift cover in each Scottish Ambulance Service 
regional operational division during the Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4W-22192) 



Alex Neil: The Scottish Ambulance Service’s (SAS) resilience planning for the Commonwealth 
Games was based on the principle of business as usual and its resource modelling ensured that 
normal levels of services across the country were maintained. 

These measures included the use of relief staff where demand dictated; the capping of annual leave 
from the end of November 2013; the remodelling of the service’s resource escalatory action planning 
plan to take into account games activity, predicted increase in demand and staff abstractions; and an 
increased management presence in high demand areas. These managers also responded to 
operational issues affecting resources such as increased turnaround times at hospitals. 

SAS also ensured that the extraction of staff for Games duties was proportionate to resources 
available within divisions; and reached an agreement with the Fire and Rescue Services to utilise fire 
stations as tactical deployment points. There was also a negotiated position with the British Red Cross 
for their support in high demand areas, along with the greater use of Community Resilience Teams. 
The Ambulance Service also opened its National Command and Coordination Centre to monitor 
demand and performance; and brought forward their capital fleet programme to minimise the impact of 
vehicle abstraction for the Games. 

SAS operated in ‘Games delivery mode’ from 13 July 2014 when the athletes’ village and training 
venues opened until the end of the Commonwealth Games on 3 August 2014. Throughout this period, 
all plans put in place for games and business as usual activities were robust and effective. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
arrangements are in place to help patients meet the cost of travel to NHS appointments. 

 (S4W-22225) 

Alex Neil: There are currently two schemes in place to assist patients with the cost of travel to 
hospital in Scotland. The first is a means tested scheme to help those in receipt of certain DWP 
benefits; and the second a non-means tested scheme to help patients that reside in the Highlands and 
Islands area. 

More detailed information on this, and help with other health-related costs, is available in the 
Scottish Government leaflet Are You Entitled to Help with Health Costs. 

Health boards also have the discretion to provide help to those not eligible under the schemes 
mentioned above, in circumstances where travel costs are viewed as an extension of the patient’s 
treatment costs, and deemed to be clinically necessary. 

Transport Scotland 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-21204 by Keith Brown 2 June 2014, 
what budget was the source of the additional funding allocated to Argyll Ferries for the contract year to 
June 2014. 

 (S4W-22231) 

Keith Brown: The funding allocated to Argyll Ferries came from the Scottish Government’s ‘Support 
for Ferry Services’ budget line for 2013-14 and 2014-15. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-22029 by Keith Brown on 28 July 2014, how it defines “basic 
modelling” and whether it will provide full details of the modelling that was carried out. 

 (S4W-22245) 

Keith Brown: In this instance, ‘basic modelling’ was defined as a calculation of the notional road 
equivalent tariff (RET) fares on local authority run services. 

These calculations, from 2012, used information on route mileage, fares and the values in the then 
RET formula. This information is now out of date, as fares have changed, as have the values in the 
RET formula. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/348077/0115949.pdf


Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has been approached regarding the introduction of a direct ferry service between Scotland 
and Norway and what assessment it has made of the potential for such a service. 

 (S4W-22246) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22248 on 12 August 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is regarding the introduction of a ferry service between Scotland and Norway and whether 
it would consider providing financial support for such a service. 

 (S4W-22248) 

Keith Brown: We have been approached on a number of occasions by parties and individuals 
about the provision of a direct ferry service to Norway from Scotland. We want to see the expansion of 
direct ferry connections from Scotland and are happy to engage with potential operators. 

However, given that EU state aid rules provide only limited scope for financial support, any potential 
ferry service would have to operate on a commercially viable basis and would be a matter for the 
prospective ferry operator to consider. 
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