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 Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has (a) had any discussions with Police Scotland and (b) issued Police 
Scotland with any instruction or guidance regarding the appropriateness of searching children. 

 (S4W-22087) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is in regular contact with Police Scotland on a wide 
range of policing issues, including stop and search. The most recent meeting was held on 22 July 
2014. 

The use of stop and search is an operational matter for the Chief Constable. The Scottish 
Government has not issued Police Scotland with any instruction or guidance regarding the 
appropriateness of searching children. 

The Scottish Government welcomes the establishment by Police Scotland of a new Children and 
Young Persons Reference Group in order to better understand the views of young people and other 
relevant stakeholders in relation to stop and search. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it considers the non-statutory stop and search of people under the age of 18 to 
be consistent with its obligations under Articles 3 and 16 of the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. 

 (S4W-22088) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Human Rights Act 1998 and the Scotland Act 1998 require police officers to 
comply with the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) when carrying out their duties. The 
ECHR contains similar provisions to those found in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UNCRC), and while the ECHR is applicable to all, children also benefit from its protection. 
Carrying out searches of people under the age of 18 in a manner compatible with the ECHR should 
ensure that the principles of the UNCRC are respected. 

The Scottish Government welcomes the establishment by Police Scotland of a new Children and 
Young Persons Reference Group in order to better understand the views of young people and other 
relevant stakeholders in relation to stop and search. 

Properly targeted, intelligence-led use of stop and search is an important tool to enable the police to 
prevent and detect crime and to protect individuals and keep people safe. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-21669 by Alasdair Allan on 17 June 
2014, whether the earth sciences qualification will be available from 2015, and what the reasons are 
for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-22120) 

Alasdair Allan: This is a matter for the Scottish Qualifications Authority. I have asked the chief 
executive to write to you. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-21669 by Alasdair Allan on 17 June 
2014, how many tariff points Higher grade geology commands, and how this compares with each of 
the geology units that will be available from 2015. 

 (S4W-22121) 

Alasdair Allan: The UCAS tariff score for each Higher (geology included) is: D = 36; C = 50; B = 65; 
and A = 80. The tariff is attached to a qualification as a whole and not to individual units. 



Insight, a new online tool for secondary schools and local authorities, will be used to benchmark, 
analyse and compare a range of awards relating to performance in the senior phase of the Curriculum 
for Excellence. Insight includes a tariff scale in some measures to provide users with summary 
information about different awards from different providers, with points allocated to units as well as full 
courses. 

Information supplied by the Scottish Qualifications Authority for their National Qualifications courses 
indicates that a Higher course will be allocated 84 points for those attaining all the units, 149 points for 
attaining a course award at grade D, 160 points for a course award at grade C, 182 points at grade B 
and 204 points at grade A. It is important to note that the Insight tariff scale will be used for 
benchmarking the attainment of cohorts of pupils. It should not be viewed as a reflection of the value 
of the qualification to the individual learner, nor should it be used to make decisions on the particular 
subjects that individual learners pursue. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-22090 
S4W-22091 

 


