
Thursday 7 August 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the implications of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership for workers, public services and small businesses in Scotland. 

 (S4O-03450) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government believes that the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) could deliver economic benefits for Scotland and has been engaging with the UK 
Government to maximise the benefits of TTIP for Scotland and to ensure that concerns about TTIP 
are addressed. 

At the Joint Ministerial Committee on 26 March 2014 the Deputy First Minister highlighted the need 
for the UK Government to engage with the Scottish Government and the other devolved 
administrations on TTIP. Following that, my officials have been in regular dialogue with officials in the 
UK Government’s Department for Business, Innovation and Skills about the progress of the 
negotiations and the potential implications for Scotland. Officials in the Scottish Government’s EU 
team have also been keeping a watching brief on the European Commission’s approach to TTIP. 

More specifically, given the vital importance of the NHS to the people of Scotland and concerns 
about the impact of TTIP on the NHS, the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing has written to 
the Secretary of State for Health requiring cast-iron assurances that, whatever the approach to the 
provision of health services in the rest of the UK, TTIP will not affect the Scottish Government's ability 
to determine how NHS services are provided; that there will be no obligation to open the NHS in 
Scotland to private providers as is happening in England; and that decisions of the Scottish 
Government in respect of the NHS would not be open to potential challenge through investor-state 
dispute settlement. 

Health and Social Care 

 Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many ST1 
specialist training posts in accident and emergency departments are filled. 

 (S4W-22082) 

Alex Neil: NHS Education for Scotland (NES) is responsible for trainee recruitment. In May 2014 
NES advertised and filled all available 30 ST1 core emergency medicine vacancies for accident and 
emergency departments. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking 
to address the reported shortfall in psychiatry numbers. 

 (S4W-22124) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has increased the numbers of core specialty trainees 
in Scotland for the 2014 recruitment round and is continuing to work closely with the Royal College of 
Psychiatry, NHS Education for Scotland and other stakeholders. 

It should be noted that the funded establishment of psychiatric specialties has increased from 497.4 
whole time equivalent (WTE) as at September 2006 to 569.0 WTE as at March 2014. Over this time 
period the total per cent of vacancies has decreased from 10.6% to 9.8% with a decrease from 7.8% 
to 1.4% for vacancies of six or more months. 

Information on the psychology services workforce can be found on the Information Services Division 
website at: http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/index.asp 

 

Hanzala Malik (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it approved 
the flyer sent out by Practitioner Services Division with NHS schedules advertising an MSc course in 
restorative dentistry stating that it would help NHS practitioners increase their private income. 

 (S4W-22198) 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/index.asp


Michael Matheson: No, the Scottish Government did not approve the flyer sent out by Practitioner 
Services Division. Approval of the issue of flyers with NHS schedules is a matter for Practitioner 
Services Division, not the Scottish Government. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

James Dornan (Glasgow Cathcart) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 

what action it is taking in relation to the situation in Gaza. 

(S4O-03449) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government is extremely concerned about the escalating violence in 

Gaza and its disproportionate impact on civilians. It is crucial that both sides calm the situation and a 

long term ceasefire is agreed. 

I announced on 30 July 2014 that the Scottish Government is providing £500,000 in humanitarian 

aid, to help people affected by the crisis in Gaza. 

What we need in Gaza is an immediate lasting end to the violence. On Tuesday 5 August 2014 I 

called for an immediate embargo on arms sales to Israel. The UK must conduct an immediate 

investigation into whether or not UK arms have been used in any violation of international law. I once 

again encourage the UK Government to implement a complete suspension of arms sales to Israel until 

this has been done. 

We wrote to David Cameron calling on him to show equal determination in the UK Government’s 

approach to the situation in Gaza as they have shown in regard to the atrocity involving Malaysian 

Airlines flight MH17. A request was also made to support an UN investigation into civilian deaths as a 

result of the conflict. 

I wrote to Secretary of State for the Home Office, Rt Hon Theresa May MP, on 18 July 2014, 

highlighting that Scotland stands ready to play its part in helping to welcome and resettle refugees 

from Gaza into our communities. 

I wrote to the then UK Foreign Secretary William Hague on 9 July 2014 to offer the use of Scottish 

hospitals to treat patients requiring specialist care as a result of the conflict. 

Transport Scotland 

 John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the estimated final cost is of the Borders Railway 
project. 

 (S4W-22201) 

Keith Brown: The target cost of constructing the project agreed with Network Rail is £294 million (at 
2012 prices). 

 


