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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it undertook a comprehensive digital economy business survey in June 2014. 

 (S4W-22096) 

John Swinney: Survey work began, as planned, in June 2014. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will publish the most recent comprehensive digital economy business survey. 

 (S4W-22097) 

John Swinney: Fieldwork for the digital economy business survey began in June 2014 and headline 
findings will be published in September 2014. It is anticipated that further reports will be made 
available later in the year following review and subsequent data analysis. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the estimated value of e-commerce sales was in (a) 2011, (b) 2012 and (c) 2013. 

 (S4W-22098) 

John Swinney: E-commerce sales were estimated at £31 billion in 2010 through a methodology 
that adjusted UK level data on the basis of Scotland's share of UK employees in each of the sectors 
that contributed to the overall assessment of e-commerce sales. 

a) The estimated figure for e-commerce sales in 2010 was not updated for 2011. 

b) Using the same methodology used to generate the 2010 figure, the estimate of Scotland's total e-
commerce sales in 2012 was £38 billion. 

(c) The 2014 digital survey will be able to provide an estimated value for sales via the internet for 
surveyed companies for 2013-14. This will be included in the headline findings for the digital survey 
that are due to be published in September 2014. 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it helps deaf 
people who use British Sign Language to remain in employment. 

 (S4W-22084) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of British Sign Language 
(BSL) to the deaf community in Scotland. BSL is a vital means of communication for deaf people and 
contributes to their ability to live fulfilled and independent lives. 

While employment remains reserved to the UK Government, the Scottish Government nonetheless 
has provided significant funding to the deaf community in Scotland across a range of organisations. 
Total funding of £2,707,657 is being provided for the period 2012-15. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
communication support workers there are and how it encourages the use of their services. 

 (S4W-22085) 

John Swinney: Communication support workers are not required to be registered therefore exact 
numbers are not known. Through Principles of Inclusive Communication - an information and self-
assessment tool for public authorities, the Scottish Government recognises that a person who requires 
communication support may need information to be provided in a different format and may require 
communication support workers to enable them to communicate. 



Finance 

 Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much of the target revenue gain of £250 million, referred to on page 79 of its white 
paper on independence, will come from (a) reduced compliance costs, (b) streamlining reliefs and (c) 
reduced tax avoidance. 

 (S4W-22071) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4O-02678 on 5 December 2013. The 
answer to the oral parliamentary question is available on the Parliament’s website and the Official 
Report can be viewed at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9379. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government which tax reliefs it would streamline in the event of independence. 

 (S4W-22074) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4O-02678 on 5 December 2013. The 
answer to the oral parliamentary question is available on the Parliament’s website and the Official 
Report can be viewed at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9379. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much revenue gain will occur from each of the tax reliefs that it would streamline in 
the event of independence. 

 (S4W-22075) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4O-02678 on 5 December 2013. The 
answer to the oral parliamentary question is available on the Parliament’s website and the Official 
Report can be viewed at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9379. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government-, further to the 
answer to question S4W-21350 by John Swinney on 9 June 2014, whether the events are evaluated 
on a (a) formative or (b) summative basis and, if so, whether it will publish the evaluation (i) 
methodology and (ii) findings. 

 (S4W-22078) 

John Swinney: Events held by the Public Appointment Centre of Expertise vary greatly, from 
hosting a stand at a conference to organising large events such as Women On Board: Quality through 
Diversity, held in November 2013. As such, not every event is evaluated, and methods used may be 
on a formative, summative or other method as considered appropriate. Any evaluations that are 
published will be available on the Scottish Government’s website, alongside more information on the 
work of the Public Bodies and Corporate Diversity Programme Board: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Equality/PublicBoardsCorporateDiversityProg   

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-21351 by John Swinney on 9 June 2014, for what reason no diversity training 
for external selection panel members specific to the workstream has been delivered. 

 (S4W-22079) 

John Swinney: The key findings report from the event Women On Board: Quality through Diversity 
held in November 2013 included an action: “training in unconscious bias, equality and diversity for 
everyone involved in the recruitment process”. The Scottish Government’s Public Bodies and 
Corporate Diversity Programme Board have supported the integration of this action across the 
programme strands. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9379
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9379
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9379
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Equality/PublicBoardsCorporateDiversityProg


Further scoping work is currently underway to devise how to provide suitable diversity training for 
external board members. The programme board and relevant stakeholders will consider the content 
and timing of such training to ensure that any investment made delivers results. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans or proposals there are to take forward renewables projects in the Scottish Government 
estate. 

 (S4W-22202) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government currently has renewable technology in the form of solar 
heating panels at our offices at Saughton House in Edinburgh and Tweedbank near Galashiels and 
we have just commissioned the installation of biomass boilers at our offices in Faskally and Inverurie. 
We will pursue installing further renewable technology when funding is available and the cost, payback 
and carbon savings makes it value for money over other energy efficiency projects. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-22053 
S4W-22055 

 


