
Monday 4 August 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-04381 by Stewart Stevenson on 16 December 2011, (a) how many 
and (b) which sites of special scientific interest have been damaged in each of the last three years; 
what the cause of the damage was; what area was damaged; whether the damage was due to illegal 
activities and, if so, whether these were subject to investigation and prosecution; what restoration 
management has been implemented, and whether any of the damaged land was de-notified. 

Holding answer issued: 1 August 2014 (S4W-22047) 

Paul Wheelhouse: (a) Data are collated by financial year. Incidents are recorded by Scottish 
Natural Heritage where damage exceeds a threshold of over 0.5 hectares in area or 100m in length or 
10% of the interest feature on the site. 

23 incidents were recorded for 2011-12, nine for 2012-13 and 13 for 2013-14. 

 (b) The requested information has been placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (bib. 
number 56130). 

Health and Social Care 

 Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people have been detained under the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 in 
each year since 2007, also broken down by the number detained in (a) mental health, (b) NHS and (c) 
Scottish Prison Service facilities. 

 (S4W-22092) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S3W-39346 on 24 February 2011. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
with an epidermoid brain cyst have been referred to the NHS in England for treatment, broken down 
by NHS board. 

 (S4W-22118) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not held centrally.  

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the World Health Organization’s Consolidated guidelines on HIV prevention, diagnosis, treatment 
and care for key populations. 

 (S4W-22128) 

Michael Matheson: HIV continues to be a priority for the Scottish Government and as such, we 
welcome the World Health Organization’s consolidated guidelines. 

HIV policy, as set out in The Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Framework, focusses on the key 
populations in Scotland who are vulnerable to HIV, namely men who have sex with men and those 
from areas of high prevalence. 

The Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Framework will be refreshed in 2015 and the Scottish 
Government will consider all relevant evidence including this guidance when refreshing the framework. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on calls for sexually active gay and bisexual men to take antiretroviral drugs to reduce the spread of 
HIV. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-22129) 

Michael Matheson: The British HIV Association/British Association for Sexual Health and HIV 
Position Statement on pre-exposure prophylaxis in the UK advises that more clinical research is 
needed before the benefits, risks and cost effectiveness of pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) can be 
fully known and advised that “ad hoc prescribing [of PrEP] is avoided, and that PrEP is only prescribed 
in the context of a clinical research study in the UK”. 

The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control has also noted that “despite some 
encouraging results, a number of questions remain unanswered regarding PrEP. For example, the 
cost-effectiveness of PrEP in the long term requires further investigation, as it is likely to depend on 
high levels of adherence to the treatment.” 

Research trials are currently underway and we will await the outcome of these and further advice 
from the British HIV Association and the British Association for Sexual Health and HIV before 
reviewing the existing recommendations. 

Learning and Justice 

 Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
legislate or review the law on “in perpetuity” clauses. 

 (S4W-22068) 

Kenny MacAskill: We have no current intention of legislating on or reviewing the law in this area. I 
understand that the member is interested in “in perpetuity” clauses in timeshare contracts. Legislation 
on timeshare is a reserved matter (see Head C7 of Part II of Schedule 5 to the Scotland Act 1998). 
The subject matter of the Timeshare Act 1992 includes the right to cancel timeshare agreements. That 
subject matter remains reserved although the Timeshare Act 1992 has been repealed. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it considers the use of non-statutory stop and search to be compatible with 
Articles (a) 5, (b) 8 and (c) 14 of the Human Rights Act 1998. 

 (S4W-22089) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Human Rights Act 1998 and the Scotland Act 1998 incorporated the 
European Convention on Human Rights into Scots law. Police officers must comply with Articles 5, 8 
and, if applicable, 14 when carrying out their duties. In addition, police officers are required to comply 
with the requirements set out in the code of ethics for policing in Scotland. The police no longer carry 
out non-statutory stop and search of young people under the age of 12. 

Properly targeted, intelligence-led use of stop and search is an important tool to enable the police to 
prevent and detect crime and to protect individuals and keep people safe. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide a further breakdown of the information at table 4 of Public 
Sector Employment In Scotland Statistics for 1st Quarter 2014 to provide details of (a) teaching and 
(b) non-teaching staff at further education colleges. 

(S4W-22122) 

Michael Russell: It is not possible to provide a further breakdown of information contained in table 4 
of Public Sector Employment In Scotland Statistics. Information on teaching and non-teaching staff at 
further education colleges is not collected through these statistics. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 

Government on how many occasions police officers used incapacitant spray in each year between 

2006-07 and 2012-13, broken down by legacy force, and in 2013-14, broken down by division. 

(S4W-22102) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information is not held by the Scottish Government. 



Since 1 April 2013 the Police Investigations and Review Commissioner has required all police bodies 

operating in Scotland to notify it of any instances of incapacitant sprays being discharged. 
 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with Police Scotland concerning Operation Lingle; whether it approved plans to 
extend surveillance of the general public under Operation Lingle, and what consultation was carried 
out prior to Police Scotland’s proposal that members of the public be encouraged to report people they 
think may be sex workers. 

 (S4W-22133) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for Police Scotland. While Scottish Government 
officials have had strategic discussions with Police Scotland about how they could link in with NHS 
board sexual health services, the Scottish Government had no role in approving or planning Operation 
Lingle. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to 
reduce the level of student debt. 

 (S4W-22159) 

Michael Russell: Scotland continues to have the lowest level of average debt per student. The 
Scottish figure of £7,600 compares with £20,100 for England, £17,310 for Wales and £16,820 for 
Northern Ireland. 

The Scottish Government aims to contribute to maintenance of this by continuing to provide free 
tuition, saving students up to £27,000 compared to their peers elsewhere in the UK. In addition, 
interest repayment for Scottish domiciled students is kept at a minimum level. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what funding it has 
allocated to tackling the level of student debt and what percentage of the education budget this 
represents. 

 (S4W-22160) 

Michael Russell: There is no specific ring fenced amount allocated to addressing debt accumulated 
by Scottish domiciled students. 

The overall student support package offered by the Scottish Government is geared towards 
providing a mixture of support through free tuition, bursary and loan. Scottish domiciled students do 
not have to pay fees of up to £27,000 charged for tuition elsewhere in the UK. This is a real saving 
that does not become a debt. 

Scotland continues to have the lowest level of average debt per student. The Scottish figure of 
£7,600 compares with £20,100 for England, £17,310 for Wales and £16,820 for Northern Ireland. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it seeks to collect the personal data of attendees registering to attend Scottish Government 
events and, if so, what it does with the information. 

 (S4W-22064) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government collects a limited amount of personal information for the 
purposes of registration of attendees at the events. This information is solely used for management of 
the specific event the person has registered for. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what personal data it receives from attendees of Scottish Government events via the Eventbrite online 
registration process. 

 (S4W-22065) 



Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government requests personal data from attendees appropriate to 
the particular event. For most Scotland’s Future events, the required information is name and email 
address. For cabinet events, a postal address is also requested. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has used or plans to use information obtained via the registration process for Scottish 
Government events to contact attendees regarding the independence referendum. 

 (S4W-22066) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This information provided is used by the Scottish Government solely for 
management of the event for which the details are submitted. 

Transport Scotland 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-08399 by Keith Brown on 27 July 2012, for what reason the anticipated 
completion date of early 2014 for the A75 Hardgrove to Kinmount improvement scheme has not been 
met, and on what date it will be completed. 

 (S4W-22123) 

Keith Brown: The £9 million Hardgrove to Kinmount improvement project was opened to traffic on 
27 June 2014. This was a significant achievement given its construction took place over one of the 
wettest winters in recent memory. 

 


