
Wednesday 30 July 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the statement in the Empowering Scotland’s Island Communities report that 
“ensuring island communities, like all communities, can fulfil their potential requires a fair allocation of 
resources”, what funding allocation model would be used to determine central government funding 
packages to local authorities. 

 (S4W-22024) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government’s preference will always be to have a fair and equitable 
settlement for all councils that is based on local needs and gives the maximum opportunity to deliver 
strong local services for local people and we will continue to work closely with COSLA to ensure that is 
achieved. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the statement in the Empowering Scotland’s Island Communities report that “Instead of 
trying to influence Westminster, island communities and authorities will have direct access to the 
Scottish Government and Scottish Parliament to scrutinise the impact of government policies on the 
islands and present their views”, whether it considers that Scottish island communities are without 
access to the UK Government. 

 (S4W-22026) 

Derek Mackay: Independence will create a more democratic Scotland that will always get the 
government it votes for and have a strong voice for Scotland’s islands at the heart of government. 
Island communities already benefit from direct engagement from Scottish Ministers on devolved 
issues, for example at recent visits by the Scottish Cabinet to the Shetland Islands and the Western 
Isles, and from a higher level of parliamentary representation with an MSP for each Island local 
authority area. The Scottish Government’s proposals in Empowering Scotland’s Island Communities, 
such as designating a ‘minister for island communities’, protecting the position of island MSPs and 
bringing forward a bill for an islands Act upon independence, will ensure island communities have full 
access to ministers on all issues. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what additional financial mechanisms it considers should be deployed to enable the delivery of island 
grid upgrades, and what steps it has taken to explore them. 

 (S4W-22028) 

Fergus Ewing: The key financial mechanism that will unlock island grid upgrades is the extension of 
the Scottish island strike price beyond the first Electricity Market Reform Delivery Plan period, which 
ends in 2018-19. The UK Department of Energy and Climate Change have the power to make that 
happen now. 

Working together with the island councils, the Scottish Government has argued strongly for the UK 
Government to recognise the additional support needed to enable the delivery of island renewables 
projects, given the higher costs they face. As a result of our representations to the Secretary of State 
for Energy and Climate Change, a delivery forum to facilitate connections between the Scottish islands 
and the Great Britain transmission grid has been established. 

At a meeting of the delivery forum on 26 June 2014, the UK Secretary of State agreed to consider 
what reassurances could be given regarding the longer term future Scottish island strike price. 
Progress on the actions agreed will be reported at the next meeting of the delivery forum which is due 
in September 2014. 

  



Enterprise and Environment 

 Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-09238 by Fergus Ewing on 12 September 2012, what progress 
has been made by Business Club Scotland (BCS) in assisting small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SME), and what the outcome was of the BCS/Scottish Enterprise research to identify the barriers to 
SMEs supplying goods and services to major events. 

 (S4W-22046) 

Fergus Ewing: Business Club Scotland (BCS) finalised their research to identify the barriers to 
small and medium-sized enterprises supplying goods and services to major events in 2012. In 
September 2013, following preparatory discussions with Scottish Enterprise, BCS informed members 
of a change in how their services would be delivered: ‘As a member you will be aware that our aim is 
to help businesses capitalise on opportunities relating to the Commonwealth Games, Ryder Cup and 
Homecoming. In discussion with Scottish Enterprise (SE), it has been agreed that BCS will be 
integrated into their wider communications channels. SE will continue to maintain BCS channels, 
alongside their own website and email newsletters. They will also continue awareness raising events.’ 

In the run up to the Commonwealth Games, 72 business awareness events have been delivered 
through a partnership approach with a range of bodies, including SE. These events aimed to 
encourage Scottish businesses to bid for the Commonwealth Games and Ryder Cup related contracts 
and approximately 9000 participants attended these events. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government who has liability for controlled activities regulations licences at Powharnal and Grievehill 
open cast coal sites; whether it considers that the liquidators of Scottish Coal are in compliance with 
these licences at the Powharnal site in East Ayrshire, and what the reasons are for its position on this 
matter. 

 (S4W-22048) 

Fergus Ewing: Responsibility for compliance with the requirements of a water use licence under the 
Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 lies with the ‘responsible 
person’, as defined in regulation 2. Monitoring of compliance with licences is a matter for the Scottish 
Environmental Protection Agency, as provided in the regulations. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with the European Commission regarding the restoration of 
the open cast coal mines in the Muirkirk and North Lowther Uplands Special Protection Area. 

 (S4W-22050) 

Fergus Ewing: Officials have had informal discussions with the European Commission as part of 
the preliminary scoping of possible restoration options. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will consider in-combination impacts of proposed developments on the Muirkirk 
and North Lowther Uplands Special Protection Area in light of the current impact of opencast coal 
mines in the area. 

 (S4W-22051) 

Fergus Ewing: In-combination impacts of proposed developments are taken into account by the 
relevant authorities in accordance with the requirements of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) 
Regulations 1994 and are informed by statutory advice and all other material considerations. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what implications the failure to restore opencast coal mines in the Muirkirk and North 
Lowther Uplands Special Protection Area could have for an independent Scotland becoming a 
member of the EU. 



 (S4W-22052) 

Fergus Ewing: No implications are perceived for an independent Scotland becoming a member of 
the EU. 

Learning and Justice 

 Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, following the coming into force of the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 
2014, how many hours per month it expects named persons who are teachers to spend fulfilling their 
obligations as a named person; what additional resources it will provide to schools to provide a named 
person service, and what opt-outs there will be for professionals who do not wish to act as a named 
person. 

Holding answer issued: 25 July 2014 (S4W-21985) 

Aileen Campbell: The additional resources for local authorities’ implementation of named person 
duties are set out in the financial memorandum, including the additional time associated with the role. 
This can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Children%20and%20Young%20People%20(Scotland)%20
Bill/b27s4-introd-en.pdf. 

The Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth has confirmed that the 
Scottish Government will fully fund the additional costs of the Act to local authorities. 

The Act does not place duties on individuals, but on organisations to ensure that the named person 
functions are carried out. Arrangements for individuals to ‘opt out’ of the role would be covered by 
existing arrangements in each of these organisations. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the statement in the Empowering Scotland’s Island Communities report that 
“the Scottish Parliament already has the power to vary the application of legislation by geographical 
area. The process of island-proofing would provide an opportunity to consider, on a case-by-case 
basis, whether this might apply to particular pieces of legislation”, which legislation passed since 2007 
would have been altered had the policy of “island-proofing” already been in place, and how this would 
have been implemented. 

 (S4W-22027) 

Derek Mackay: The benefit of island-proofing, and of making it a binding duty in an Islands Act in 
the event of independence, is that the needs and circumstances of island communities will be 
considered throughout the legislative process, including before a proposed Bill reaches Parliament. 
Where, as a consequence of the island-proofing process, it is considered appropriate to vary the 
application of legislation by geographical area, this will be decided upon through discussion between 
the islands communities and the Scottish Government and Scottish Parliament. 
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