
Tuesday 29 July 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it is working 
with other UK authorities to ensure that the development of offshore wind energy results in maximum 
generation of renewable energy for least environmental impact. 

Holding answer issued: 28 July 2014 (S4W-21995) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is working collaboratively with other UK 
administrations taking a marine planning approach to ensure that the potential of offshore wind energy 
is realised in a sustainable manner. 

The UK Marine Policy Statement, adopted by all UK administrations, provides the framework for 
preparing marine plans and taking decisions affecting the marine environment. The Scottish 
Government is developing its own national marine plan, which has been subject to wide consultation 
and will require both Scottish and UK ministerial clearance. 

In addition, the UK Marine Science Strategy co-developed by the UK and devolved administrations 
sets out the general direction for marine science across the UK from 2010 to 2025. This strategy has 
inspired joint scientific partnership projects to assess the interaction of renewable energies and the 
marine environment. 

The Offshore Renewables Joint Industry Partnership is a UK initiative that brings regulators and 
industry together to look at the impacts and consenting challenges of offshore renewables. This is 
complemented by other UK working groups that are looking at other relevant factors such as the 
Offshore Regulators Strategic Environmental Group and the Offshore Renewables Licensing Group.  

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S4W-20591 by Richard Lochhead on 12 May 2014, how the potential in-combination 
impact of the offshore windfarms proposed at Dogger Bank and in the Firth of Forth and Firth of Tay 
on the Forth Islands Special Protection Area is being considered. 

Holding answer issued: 28 July 2014 (S4W-21994) 

Richard Lochhead: The potential in-combination impacts on the Forth Islands Special Protection 
Area will be considered as part of the appropriate assessment undertaken by the Scottish Ministers, 
as the competent authority, for the Forth and Tay offshore wind farm applications. The in combination 
impacts of developments outwith Scotland will be considered where appropriate. 

Health and Social Care 

 Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much it has 
invested in the Active Schools Network in (a) 2011-12, (b) 2012-13 and (c) 2013-14. 

 (S4W-22045) 

Shona Robison: sportscotland invested £11,925,900 in active schools in each of the years 2011-
12, 2012-13 and 2013-14. On 3 July 2014, sportscotland announced that it will invest up to £50 million 
into the network across all 32 of Scotland’s local authorities over the period 2015-19. 

Learning and Justice 

 Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what proportion of mental health officer reports under the Adults with Incapacity 
(Scotland) Act 2000 are provided within the required timescale. 

 (S4W-22080) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This information is not collected centrally. 

 

  



Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it is aware of delays in the registration of powers of attorney (a) generally and (b) 
with regard to the Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000. 

 (S4W-22081) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Registration of powers of attorney under the Adults with Incapacity 
(Scotland) Act 2000 is a matter for the Office of the Public Guardian, part of the Scottish Court 
Service. There is no requirement to register a general power of attorney with the Office of the Public 
Guardian. The Scottish Government is aware that there are delays in registering manually submitted 
powers of attorney under the Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000. The Office of the Public 
Guardian is taking action to address this and details are available from their website: 
http://www.publicguardian-scotland.gov.uk/news/index.asp. Submissions made on the electronic 
registration system can be dealt with promptly. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how the Commission 
for Developing Scotland’s Young Workforce recommends widening access for children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. 

 (S4W-22156) 

Michael Russell: The final report of the Commission for Developing Scotland’s Young Workforce, 
Education Working For All!, was published on 3 June 2014. The report makes a number of 
recommendations designed to provide earlier opportunities for young people from all backgrounds to 
access vocational opportunities in the senior phase of curriculum for excellence. 

The report contains a chapter on advancing equalities. This chapter makes a number of specific 
recommendations to improve educational and labour market outcomes for groups of young people 
who are currently disadvantaged in the labour market. 
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