
Wednesday 23 July 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Finance 

 Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government which projects under the non-profit distributing (NPD) model are at the construction 
stage. 

 (S4W-21930) 

John Swinney: The revenue funded projects currently at construction stage are: 
Alford Academy, Aberdeenshire; 
Ayrshire College (Kilmarnock Campus); 
City of Glasgow College; 
Inverness College; 
James Gillespie’s High School, Edinburgh; 
M8 M73 M74 Motorway Improvements; 
NHS Ayrshire and Arran Acute Mental Health and North Ayrshire Community Hospital*; 
NHS Grampian and NHS Highland Bundle - Forres, Woodside and Tain Health Facilities; and 
NHS Lanarkshire Bundle - Wishaw, East Kilbride and Kilsyth Health Centres. 

*This project started construction after S4W-21743 was answered on 25 June 2014. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

 Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it still estimates that a capital budget equivalent of £185 million was delivered on 
the ground in 2013-14 by projects under the non-profit distributing (NPD) model. 

 (S4W-21931) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4O-03348 on 12 June 2014 which is 
available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9242 

 

 Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it still estimates that a capital budget equivalent of £809 million will be delivered 
on the ground in 2014-15 by projects under the non-profit distributing (NPD) model. 

 (S4W-21932) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4O-03348 on 12 June 2014 which is 
available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9242 

 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what plans 
it has to ensure that every house that it owns and controls is entered on the electronic Property 
Information and Mapping Service (e-PIMS). 

 (S4W-22018) 

John Swinney: There is a central team in place that maintains a strategic overview of the Scottish 
Government’s estate. 

To assist organisations with property data entry, a pre-populated pro forma has been developed 
along with guidance in order to make the exercise as straightforward as possible, however it remains 
the responsibility of the public body organisation to populate the database as requested. This includes 
any dwellings they may have in their portfolio. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9242
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9242


The accuracy and completeness of the property records is the responsibility of the public bodies in 
the wider Scottish Government estate, who contribute to the e-PIMS database. 

Learning and Justice 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
implement the UK Crime and Courts Act 2013 provisions in relation to drug driving; whether it will 
bring forward secondary regulations in this regard, and, if so, on what timescale. 

 (S4W-21928) 

Kenny MacAskill: It is a criminal offence to drive in an impaired way while under the influence of 
drugs. A new drug driving offence was provided for in the UK Crime and Courts Act 2013 which makes 
it an offence to drive with above specified levels of certain drugs within a person’s body. 

The Scottish Government and the UK Government last year jointly consulted on possible 
approaches to setting a drug driving limit for the new offence for a specified range of drugs. We expect 
to publish an analysis of the Scottish consultation responses in the next few months. This will inform 
Scottish Government decisions about the next steps. 

 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on (a) how many and (b) what proportion of primary school teachers who qualified in 
each year since 2010 had a degree in mathematics, chemistry, physics or biology. 

 (S4W-21958) 

Michael Russell: This information is not held centrally. 

 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on (a) how many and (b) what proportion of primary school teachers who qualified in 
each year since 2010 had qualifications in (i) higher mathematics, (ii) higher chemistry, physics or 
biology and (iii) standard grade chemistry, physics or biology. 

 (S4W-21965) 

Michael Russell: This information is not held centrally. 

 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
seek changes to the appeals process employed by the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman. 

 (S4W-21996) 

Roseanna Cunningham: There are no plans to seek changes to the appeals process employed by 
the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman (SPSO). 

The SPSO has set up a new internal complaints process within the Complaints Standards Authority. 
A complaint about the service can be made to the head of complaints standards and if still unhappy a 
further complaint can be made to an independent reviewer. The head of complaints standards and the 
independent reviewer will only consider complaints about service and not about the decision made. 

 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
the appeals process for complainants unhappy with initial decisions made by the Scottish Public 
Services Ombudsman. 

 (S4W-21997) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Public Services Ombudsman (SPSO) was set up as an 
independent body, not accountable to the Scottish Government, in order to maintain an independence 
from the public services which they could be investigating. Its decisions cannot be reviewed by 
ministers. 



If a complainant is unhappy with the initial decision by the SPSO and the complainant has 
exhausted the SPSO’s internal complaints procedure then further redress can be sought through the 
court.  

 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
discussed with any other body the possibility of changes to the appeals process for complainants 
unhappy with initial decisions made by the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman. 

 (S4W-21998) 

Roseanna Cunningham: There have been no discussions about changing the appeals process for 
complainants unhappy with the initial decisions made by the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman. 

 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
considered alternative appeals process models employed by other ombudsmen with a view to seeking 
changes to the process for complainants unhappy with initial decisions made by the Scottish Public 
Services Ombudsman. 

 (S4W-21999) 

Roseanna Cunningham: There are no plans to consider alternative appeals processes adopted by 
other ombudsmen. 

The Scottish Public Services Ombudsman has recently set up a new internal complaints process 
within the Complaints Standards Authority with further redress to an independent reviewer. 

 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what new ombudsmen 
it would need to establish in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-22000) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Much of the current competition and consumer protection landscape is 
fragmented. There is significant scope to deliver this more efficiently in an independent Scotland 
offering a real opportunity to deliver better outcomes for consumers. 

Scotland’s Future proposes establishing a new single Scottish Ombudsman Service for consumers 
to turn to when they cannot resolve disputes with traders, so that they can quickly and easily seek 
redress without going through the courts. 

Scotland’s Future also confirms that consumers in Scotland will be able to bring complaints about 
pensions and financial services, either through the single ombudsman service or a specific Scottish 
Financial Services Ombudsman. 

 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what appeals process 
it would seek to introduce for complainants unhappy with initial decisions made by any newly 
established ombudsmen in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-22001) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Consultation on the model of the proposed Scottish Ombudsman Service 
is ongoing. The model chosen will determine the appeals process which will be introduced. The 
options for complainants unhappy with initial decisions made by ombudsman are largely determined 
by whether the body in question is a voluntary or a statutory ombudsman. 

Whichever model is chosen, we shall ensure that decisions made by new ombudsmen can be 
challenged where appropriate and that Scottish consumers do not lose any right of appeal which they 
currently possess in respect of the decisions of existing ombudsmen. 

 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it would seek 
to retain the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman in its present form in an independent Scotland. 



 (S4W-22002) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Public Services Ombudsman is widely respected and 
praised for its work. Any system we develop should build on current successes. 

 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it would seek 
to change the appeals process for complainants unhappy with initial decisions made by the Scottish 
Public Services Ombudsman in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-22003) 

Roseanna Cunningham: There are no plans to change the appeals process for complainants 
unhappy with initial decisions made by the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman in an independent 
Scotland. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-21903 
S4W-21912 
S4W-21913 
S4W-21914 


