
Friday 18 July 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on developments with the business rates incentivisation 
scheme. 

 (S4W-21869) 

John Swinney: As previously reported, I met the COSLA President Councillor David O’Neill on 4 
June 2014 to discuss a possible joint review of the Business Rates Incentivisation Scheme (BRIS). 

The outcome of that meeting was an agreement that our officials should jointly undertake a review of 
the BRIS with an aim to provide a better targeted incentive for councils to deliver the aims of the 
scheme to support economic recovery through growth in the underlying tax base. We agreed that this 
review should be concluded by the end of August this year. 

Although we were unable to reach agreement on the proposed revised 2012-13 targets, I agreed 
with COSLA that those councils that exceeded the Scottish Government’s revised targets for that year, 
around £9 million in total, should retain these sums. Those councils benefiting from this decision have 
now been notified of this decision. 

 

 Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government , further to the answer to question S4W-21218 by John Swinney on 28 May 2014, what 
progress with the business rates incentivisation scheme was made at the meeting with COSLA on 4 
June 2014 and whether it will publish the minutes. 

 (S4W-21870) 

John Swinney: I met the COSLA President, Councillor David O’Neill, on 4 June 2014 and agreed 
that our officials should jointly undertake a review of the Business Rates Incentivisation Scheme 
(BRIS) with an aim to provide a better targeted incentive for councils to deliver the aims of the scheme 
to support economic recovery through growth in the underlying tax base. It was agreed that this review 
should be concluded by the end of August 2014. 

The outcome of the meeting was summarised in a letter from me to Councillor O’Neill on 26 June 
2014 confirming this approach. No other minutes of the meeting were taken. 

 

 Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
publish guidance on supporting its planning policy on onshore oil and gas exploration and production; 
what the status of this guidance will be, and how it will be informed by (a) the findings of the 
Independent Expert Scientific Panel on Unconventional Oil and Gas and (b) EU recommendation 
2014/70/EU. 

 (S4W-21918) 

Derek Mackay: Updated Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) published on 23 June 2014 contains 
strengthened policy on promoting responsible extraction of resources, including the following key 
changes: confirmation that buffer zones should be applied to all proposals; making explicit that buffer 
zones will be assessed by the planning authority and statutory consultees, with a strong expectation 
that planning permission should be refused if they are unacceptable; putting in place an additional 
requirement for risk assessments to be prepared; ensuring greater transparency concerning proposals 
for unconventional gas developments; and requiring a fresh application and public consultation if 
permission has not been sought for hydraulic fracturing but a developer subsequently wishes to 
undertake this process. The updated policy now applies. 

The Scottish Government is currently considering the scope of further guidance which will take 
account of both the Expert Scientific Panel’s report and the EU’s recommendation. This guidance will 
be non-statutory and will be published in due course. The Scottish Government will continue to 
monitor emerging advice on health and safety. 



Enterprise & Environment 

 Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it considers that the European Union Guidelines for State aid in the agricultural and forestry sectors 
and in rural areas 2014 to 2020 have beneficial implications for the purchase of forests by community 
bodies. 

 (S4W-21979) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government’s priority is to support Scotland’s community 
empowerment agenda, in particular through encouraging asset and land ownership. We recognise 
that in a limited number of circumstances state aid can be a barrier to community aspirations. 
However, the new European Union rules for State aid in the agricultural and forestry sector 2014-
2020, are aligned to the EU Rural Development Regulations and the measures brought forward under 
each member state’s rural development programmes; as such as the guidelines are not primarily 
designed to address community land purchases. 

To help support communities and address incidences where potential state aid occurs, the Scottish 
Government is working to prepare guidance on the interpretation of the state aid rules for community 
land purchases.  

Health and Social Care 

 David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it plans to promote communication between emergency services, first responders and doctors to 
improve the treatment of diabetic patients. 

 (S4W-21859) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government expects emergency services, first responders and 
doctors to make use of the Emergency Care Summary and Key Information Summary to ensure that 
anyone with diabetes in Scotland receives appropriate, timely care, regardless of where and when 
they are receiving treatment. 

The Scottish Ambulance Service’s training and education programmes for ambulance staff include 
the management and treatment of patients with diabetes, aligned with the UK Ambulance Service 
Clinical Practices Guidelines 2013. The guidelines includes, for example, which patients can be safely 
left at home and which patients need transferring to further care and recommends referral to the local 
diabetic nurse or primary care health team for those left at home. 

First Responders focus on the management of people who have diabetes. If they require any clinical 
advice, they can contact a clinical adviser at the Ambulance Control Centre until they can hand over to 
an ambulance crew. The service is also trialling videoconferencing to allow first responders to consult 
with local GPs if the call is out of GP hours. 

In addition, the Ambulance Service is piloting the electronic transfer of ambulance patient records to 
both hospital A&E departments and the patient’s GP. The plan is to roll this out across Scotland which 
will improve communications and provide improved continuity of care and planned follow up after an 
emergency episode. 

 

 David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it plans to promote tools to increase communication and help doctors respond to (a) hypoglycaemic 
and (b) hyperglycaemic reactions. 

 (S4W-21860) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government expects doctors to make use of the Emergency Care 
Summary and Key Information Summary to ensure that anyone with diabetes in Scotland receives 
appropriate, timely care regardless of where and when they are receiving treatment. 

The Government is also supporting work to improve the management of diabetes in Scottish 
hospitals. The Diabetes in Scottish Hospitals (DiSH) initiative led by the NHS Scotland Quality 
Improvement Hub is currently working with a number of boards to test approaches and a range of 
tools (such as diabetes specific education and training of doctors and other healthcare professionals) 



to support the early identification and appropriate treatment of patients with diabetes admitted to 
hospital. 

 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it last 
commissioned Professor Henry Dargie to review heart failure services; what recommendations were 
made, and what subsequent action was taken. 

 (S4W-21908) 

Michael Matheson: Professor Henry Dargie completed an audit of heart failure services in Scotland 
in 2008-09. 

This was undertaken as part of NHS QIS (HIS) Heart Disease Improvement Programme, the report 
of which was published in September 2011. 

This work helped to inform the development and subsequent implementation of a Heart Failure Care 
Bundle which is an integral part of the current Acute care workstream of the Scottish Patient Safety 
Programme. 

 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when a 
decision will be made on whether Lemtrada, a treatment for relapsing remitting multiple sclerosis, will 
be made available in NHS Scotland. 

 (S4W-22023) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) published advice for Alemtuzumab 
(Lemtrada®) for the treatment of relapsing remitting multiple sclerosis on 7 July 2014. SMC reviewed 
this medicine in April 2014. However, publication of the advice was withheld at the manufacturer’s 
request until stock of the medicine became available for supply to NHS Scotland. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what cultural activity is planned as part of the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4W-22167) 

Humza Yousaf: The Glasgow 2014 Cultural Programme is the most ambitious cultural celebration 
that has ever taken place in Scotland. It is a national programme of new work with two strands: 
‘Culture 2014’ which is the Scotland wide programme and ‘Festival 2014’ the Games Time celebration 
that will run alongside the sporting action in Glasgow. 

Culture 2014 is already underway, including almost 200 projects and exhibitions and delivering over 
800 events across Scotland. Many of these events are taking place along the route of the Queen’s 
Baton Relay and it will continue beyond the Games until 31 August 2014. 

Festival 2014 will transform Glasgow during Games time, and will run from 19 July to 3 August 2014. 
There will be more than 1000 performances in 100 venues across the city. ‘Live zones’ in Glasgow 
Green, Merchant City and Kelvingrove Bandstand as well as BBC at the Quay, will be a key focus of 
activity throughout each day. 

Details about events can be found in the programme guides: 

Culture 2014 Programme Guide provides an overview of the nationwide programme of activity taking 
place in the run up to, during and beyond Games Time. 
http://www.creativescotland.com/resources/our-publications/marketing/culture-2014-programme-guide  

Festival 2014 Guide includes details of the full range of Games Time activity taking place in Glasgow, 
including details of sites at live zones 
http://publications.glasgowlife.org.uk/arts/2014-Festival-Brochure/  

I would encourage as many people as possible to take part in this once in a lifetime cultural 
celebration. 
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