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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will ensure that local residents and communities of interest have rights to formally comment on new or 
upgraded hill track construction. 

 (S4W-21924) 

Derek Mackay: Where a planning application is submitted to the planning authority, the legal 
requirements for neighbour notification and publicising the application will be followed and local 
residents and communities are given the opportunity to make a representation. Where an agricultural 
or forestry track is considered to be permitted development then, as with any other permitted 
development, there is no legal requirement to publicise the matter. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
can ensure that the views of developers, local people and communities of interest are taken into 
account when hill tracks are constructed.  

 (S4W-21925) 

Derek Mackay: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21924 on 16 July 2014. When a 
planning application is received, the relevant planning authority will consider any representations and 
to decide how much weight to give the representation in reaching any decision. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
the environmental impacts of hill tracks are relevant to the planning process wherever they occur or 
only in certain protected areas. 

 (S4W-21926) 

Derek Mackay: Environmental impacts are relevant to any development. Where permission is 
required any such impacts, including those affecting protecting areas, will be considered as part of the 
planning process. 

Private ways (including hilltracks) are either roads or footpaths. Where a road is being created this is 
considered to be schedule 2 development in terms of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 and therefore should be screened to consider 
whether or not an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is required. If an EIA is required then any 
permitted development rights no longer apply and a planning application is required.  

Alternatively, if the development is intended for forestry use, the requirement for an Environmental 
Impact Assessment is considered under the Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry) (Scotland) 
Regulations 1999. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason the planning process is used to ensure a balance between interests in hill track construction in 
national scenic areas and some designated sites, but not in others. 

 (S4W-21927) 

Derek Mackay: The planning system allows for certain development to be considered as permitted 
development where it is considered that permission would generally be granted if sought. While the 
majority of permitted development rights apply across the whole of Scotland, they can also be 
restricted to specific areas where it is considered that there is a need to do so. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Following consultation on permitted development rights, including those for agricultural and forestry 
private ways, the Scottish Government committed to keeping these rights under review. The Scottish 
Government continues to monitor the situation and a decision will be announced in due course. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
which projects have been funded by the Welfare Reform Resilience Fund in 2014-15. 

 (S4W-22031) 

Margaret Burgess: The Welfare Reform Resilience Fund is supporting 11 projects across Scotland 
which will assist in mitigating the worst impacts of the UK Government’s welfare reform policies and 
build resilience into Scottish public services regardless of any future changes to the welfare system 
imposed by the UK Government. 

The following table gives a brief overview of each of the projects. Further details can be found on the 
Scottish Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/welfarereform/WRRF2014-15Update. 

Local Authority Project Description 

Aberdeen City Improving the coordination of local support services for clients with 
mental health issues. 

Aberdeenshire Providing holistic housing and money advice service for new social 
sector tenants. 

Dundee City Providing enhanced access to ICT and creating innovative digital tools 
to improve the accessibility and clarity of information on welfare reform. 

Falkirk Improving support for customers with complex/multiple mental health 
needs to access welfare benefits/advice services. 

Fife Adding consistency to local welfare reform action plans and supporting 
people in their communities through improved triage, digital and financial 
inclusion. 

Inverclyde Tackling the issues of high cost lending and developing a robust case 
management system. 

Midlothian Creating a digital access point in a local library for vulnerable people 
affected by welfare reform. 

Moray Creating a welfare benefits 'portal' giving information on, and access to, 
support services. 

Renfrewshire Providing fuel advocacy services to vulnerable families and families 
experiencing financial hardship. 

Shetland Islands Developing the ICT skills of individuals and their access to the internet 
throughout rural Shetland. 

West 
Dunbartonshire 

Providing financial wellbeing advice and support for families with 
additional support needs relating to parenting challenges (via local 
family support centre). 

 

Enterprise & Environment 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
has examined the causes of a reduction in the quality of raw water supplying water treatment works. 

 (S4W-21826) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Raw water quality can change due to a wide range of reasons, some of which 
are site-specific and some of which are more general. These can include changes in the physical 
characteristics of the catchment, the impacts of climate change and impacts arising from man-made 
activities, including land use change. The Scottish Government, in collaboration with Scottish Water, 
has commissioned CREW (Centre of Expertise for Waters) to use existing data in order to identify any 
trends in raw water quality across Scotland and to quantify the extent of these. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/welfarereform/WRRF2014-15Update


Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
impact a reduction in raw water quality can have on the quality of drinking water. 

 (S4W-21827) 

Paul Wheelhouse: In general terms, a reduction in raw water quality can challenge water treatment 
works and increase the costs of treatment. Scottish Water’s treatment works are designed to cope 
with fluctuations in raw water quality and ensure final water quality is unaffected. Occasionally, where 
raw water quality changes beyond the range for which the works is designed, the quality of water 
supplied to consumers can be affected. 

Impacts can be experienced in respect to:  

increased treatment costs due to greater use of chemicals 
reduced resilience and reliability of the treatment process 
reduced final water quality  
increased operation and maintenance costs 
increased risk of contaminant breakthrough 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason the Minister for Environment and Climate Change is conducting “an informal review” 
of Orkney Islands Council’s proposed changes to the management of ballast water in Scapa Flow, in 
light of his statutory responsibility to review this decision under the habitats directive. 

 (S4W-21880) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Orkney Islands Council approved a revised Ballast Water Management Policy 
for Scapa Flow on 10 December 2013. Scottish Natural Heritage, the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency and stakeholders have expressed concerns about the proposals and the need to ensure 
compliance with European legal requirements. In view of these concerns and Scottish Ministers’ 
statutory responsibilities, my officials have been reviewing the council’s appropriate assessment to 
determine whether we are satisfied that the proposals are compliant and, if not, whether or not there is 
a need to use statutory powers available to ministers in the regulations implementing the EU Habitats 
Directive. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what advice the Minister for Environment and Climate Change has received from (a) the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency and (b) Scottish Natural Heritage regarding Orkney Islands Council’s 
recently adopted changes to the management of ballast water in Scapa Flow. 

 (S4W-21881) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government maintains contact with Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) on Orkney Islands Council’s revised 
Ballast Water Management Policy. 

SEPA has a duty under the Water Framework Directive to protect the quality of water bodies and 
avoid any deterioration in status including that which may arise through the introduction of invasive 
non-native species. The Scottish Government is aware that SEPA continues to have concerns with 
respect to the Council’s Ballast Water Management Policy and that SEPA has advised Orkney Islands 
Council through the Strategic Environmental Assessment consultation process that, in SEPA’s 
judgement, the proposed policy change does not offer acceptable protection to Scapa Flow. 

SNH have informed the Scottish Government that they continue to have concerns about the 
potential for impacts on the Loch of Stenness Special Area of Conservation arising from approval of 
the revised Ballast Water Management Policy. SNH have expressed the view that, in the absence of 
evidence to the contrary, at this time it cannot be ascertained beyond reasonable scientific doubt that 
the Ballast Water Management Policy for Scapa Flow will not potentially affect the integrity of this 
Special Area of Conservation. SNH have determined that the appropriate assessment undertaken by 
OIC has utilised an acceptable methodology and procedure. 

 



Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions the Minister for Environment and Climate Change or his officials have had with the 
European Commission about Orkney Islands Council’s recently adopted changes to the management 
of ballast water in Scapa Flow and its compatibility with EU legislation. 

 (S4W-21883) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Scottish Ministers and their officials have to date had no discussions with the 
European Commission on Orkney Islands Council’s revised Ballast Water Management Policy. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what advice it has received from (a) Scottish Natural Heritage and (b) the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency regarding Orkney Islands Council's proposals for ballast water management in 
Scapa Flow. 

 (S4W-22035) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21881 on 16 July 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the role is of (a) the Scottish Ministers, (b) Scottish Natural Heritage and (c) the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency in the consenting process for oil transfer licences made under the 
Merchant Shipping (Ship-to-Ship Transfers) Regulations 2010 as amended. 

 (S4W-22036) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The consenting process for oil transfer licences made under the Merchant 
Shipping (Ship-to-Ship Transfers) Regulations 2010 as amended is currently the responsibility of the 
UK Secretary of State for Transport. Scottish Ministers have repeatedly called for these powers to be 
devolved to Scotland. 

Scottish Ministers have responsibilities for marine planning and marine nature conservation in 
Scotland including implementation of the EU Habitats Directive and all public bodies have 
responsibilities to comply with the EU Habitats Directive when considering licence applications and 
other approvals. 

Scottish Natural Heritage is the statutory nature conservation body in Scotland and its 
responsibilities include advising ministers and public bodies of potential impacts on Special Areas of 
Conservation designated under the EU Habitats Directive. Scottish Natural Heritage is listed as one of 
the possible consultation bodies in the Merchant Shipping (Ship-to-Ship Transfers) Regulations 2010, 
as amended. 

The Scottish Environment Protection Agency has a duty under the Water Framework Directive to 
protect the quality of water bodies and avoid any deterioration in status including that which may arise 
through the increased risk of introduction of invasive non-native species, as could arise from activities 
and ship-to-ship transfers. The Merchant Shipping (Ship-to-Ship Transfers) Regulations 2010, as 
amended, do not include any specific legal duties for the Scottish Environment Protection Agency in 
relation to the Secretary of State’s consideration of an application for an oil transfer licence but we 
understand the regulations include discretion, on the part of the UK Secretary of State, when 
considering an oil transfer licence, to seek the views of any other body that the Secretary of State 
considers to have an interest or to require a harbour authority to consult that body. Clearly, on behalf 
of Scottish Ministers, our regulatory agencies, would have an interest in such matters and are 
recognised as “consultation bodies”. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Learning and Justice 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how schools can 
apply to the Access to Education Fund and what the eligibility criteria are. 

 (S4W-21893) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and Education Scotland are currently working to 
develop detailed criteria for eligibility and the application process. This will be published and made 
available to schools in time for the fund opening at the start of the new term. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether parents can 
apply directly to the Access to Education Fund for help with funding for school uniforms and other 
school expenses. 

 (S4W-21894) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and Education Scotland are currently working to 
develop detailed criteria for eligibility and the application process. This will be published and made 
available to schools in time for the fund opening at the start of the new term. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
fund (a) parental engagement programmes or (b) participation in existing programmes via the Access 
to Education Fund and whether programmes must be approved for support related to them and, if so, 
what the criteria are. 

 (S4W-21895) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and Education Scotland are currently working to 
develop detailed criteria for eligibility and the application process. This will be published and made 
available to schools in time for the fund opening at the start of the new term. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide further detail on how schools will access the Access to Education Fund and how it will allocate 
money to schools. 

 (S4W-21896) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and Education Scotland are currently working to 
develop detailed criteria for eligibility and the application process. This will be published and made 
available to schools in time for the fund opening at the start of the new term. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to 
advertise the Access to Education Fund to schools, and whether information will be disseminated to 
families via schools. 

 (S4W-21897) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and Education Scotland are currently working to 
develop detailed criteria for eligibility and the application process. This will be published and made 
available to schools in time for the fund opening at the start of the new term. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the Access 
to Education Fund will fund (a) specific trips and programmes for groups of pupils or (b) individual 
students to participate in trips and programmes. 

 (S4W-21898) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and Education Scotland are currently working to 
develop detailed criteria for eligibility and the application process. This will be published and made 
available to schools in time for the fund opening at the start of the new term. 



Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will decide 
how much to award schools from the Access to Education Fund and what it expects the (a) uptake 
and (b) average award to be. 

 (S4W-21899) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and Education Scotland are currently working to 
develop detailed criteria for eligibility and the application process. This will be published and made 
available to schools in time for the fund opening at the start of the new term. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether there is a 
standard application form for the Access to Education Fund and, if so, how many (a) pages and (b) 
questions it has. 

 (S4W-21900) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and Education Scotland are currently working to 
develop detailed criteria for eligibility and the application process. This will be published and made 
available to schools in time for the fund opening at the start of the new term. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether teachers 
are expected to complete application forms for the Access to Education Fund on behalf of children and 
families in need of support and, if so, how they will identify such children and families. 

 (S4W-21901) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and Education Scotland are currently working to 
develop detailed criteria for eligibility and the application process. This will be published and made 
available to schools in time for the fund opening at the start of the new term. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how long it expects it 
will take to (a) process and (b) administer applications to the Access to Education Fund. 

 (S4W-21902) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and Education Scotland are currently working to 
develop detailed criteria for eligibility and the application process. This will be published and made 
available to schools in time for the fund opening at the start of the new term. 

 


