
Tuesday 15 July 2014 

 SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the results of its review of permitted development rights on hill tracks. 

Holding answer issued: 15 July 2014 (S4W-21777) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government is continuing to engage with stakeholders in regard to 
agricultural and forestry private ways. A decision will be taken in due course and the results of the 
review will be published to coincide with this. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
criteria hill track construction must meet to ensure that no planning application is required. 

Holding answer issued: 15 July 2014 (S4W-21778) 

Derek Mackay: The criteria are set out for agricultural and forestry tracks in classes 18 and 22 
respectively of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (Scotland) Order 
1992. Agricultural tracks are not permitted development if; 

The development is not on agricultural land; or, 
The development would be carried out on agricultural land less than 0.4 hectare in area; or, 
Any part of the development would be within 25 metres of a trunk or classified road; or, 
The development is subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment 
Forestry tracks are not permitted development if;  
The development is not on forestry land; or,  
Any part of the development would be within 25 metres of a trunk or classified road. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government under 
what conditions or circumstances landowners must complete an environmental impact assessment 
before constructing a hill track. 

Holding answer issued: 15 July 2014 (S4W-21779) 

Derek Mackay: An environmental impact assessment must be completed where one is required 
either by virtue of the development falling within Schedule 1 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations, or where the development falls within 
Schedule 2 to the 2011 EIA Regulations and it is likely to have a significant effect on the environment, 
by virtue of factors such as its size, nature or location. 

Alternatively, if the development is intended for forestry use, the requirement for Environmental 
Impact Assessment is considered under the Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry) (Scotland) 
Regulations 1999. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
types of tracks and circumstances fall under the definition, “tracks for other purposes,” in the planning 
system. 

Holding answer issued: 15 July 2014 (S4W-21780) 

Derek Mackay: The planning system does not define this term. Classes 18 and 22 of the Town and 
Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (Scotland) Order 1992 set out, respectively, the 
criteria that must be met for a private way to benefit from the permitted development rights conferred 
by each class. Tracks which fail to meet one or more of the criteria do not benefit from the permitted 
development rights set out in these classes. 

 



Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it has on the number of (a) disabled people, (b) lone parents, (c) women and (d) 
young people who received a jobseekers allowance sanction in Scotland in each year from 2009 to 
2013. 

 (S4W-22030) 

Nicola Sturgeon: As benefits are reserved to the UK Government the Scottish Government does 
not collect information on the number of individuals who have been sanctioned. However, the 
Department for Work and Pensions publishes data on the number of individuals in receipt of an 
adverse sanction decision on their Stat-Xplore tool. The following table shows the number of 
individuals in Scotland who received an adverse sanction for Jobseekers Allowance each year from 
2009 to 2013. 

Number of individuals in in Scotland receipt of an adverse sanction for Jobseekers Allowance, 2009 
to 2013 

 2009 2010 2011 2012* 2013 

Disabled people 8,026  10,239  9,677  11,616  13,128  

Lone Parents 476  1,042  1,635  2,576  3,157  

Women 7,914  9,832  10,034  13,276  13,993  

Young People** 16,857  19,797  18,622  22,290  20,699  

Source: DWP Stat-Xplore tool [Accessed 7 July 2014] https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/  
Notes: * The UK Government introduced a new sanction regime from 22 October 2012.  Data for 
2012 therefore includes both the old and new regime. 
**Young people are defined as those aged 16 to 24 

 

Health and Social Care 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4O-03329 by Alex Neil on 11 June 2014 
(Official Report, c. 32073), how many people have developed malnutrition (a) at home, (b) in hospital 
and (c) in residential care in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-21812) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4O-03329 by Alex Neil on 11 June 2014 
(Official Report, c. 32073), whether older people being discharged from hospital are screened for 
malnutrition. 

 (S4W-21815) 

Alex Neil: All patients are screened throughout their hospital stay through the use of the Malnutrition 
Universal Screening Tool, and if a patient is identified as being malnourished staff should undertake 
appropriate referrals and assessments through to the patient’s discharge. Patients receive a discharge 
summary when they leave hospital in which any concerns about their nutritional status are highlighted. 
These concerns are then discussed with the patient’s GP or community nurses. 

Healthcare Improvement Scotland are currently consulting on revised Food, Fluid and Nutrition 
Standards which are likely to reinforce the importance of discharge planning, and the need to develop 
that planning with the patient and, where appropriate, carers. The revised standards are due to be 
published in October 2014. 

https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/


Learning and Justice 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-20193 by Michael Russell on 1 April 2014, what (a) maximum and (b) 
minimum amount would be required for tuition fee costs supported by the Student Awards Agency for 
Scotland for 3,300 students, assuming that all were eligible for tuition fee support. 

 (S4W-21764) 

Michael Russell: On 24 January 2014 the Scottish Funding Council announced funding for around 
3,300 additional places. Should all these places be filled on a full-time basis and assuming that all 
these students were eligible for tuition fee support and that they all apply to the Student Awards 
Agency for Scotland for tuition fee support the cost would be a maximum of £6 million. The minimum 
amount would be nil based on the assumption that none of these students apply for tuition fee support. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-20193 by Michael Russell on 1 April 2014, what the cost would be to the 
Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) for Young Students’ Bursary and Independent Students’ 
Bursary for 3,300 students if the students (a) followed the same pattern of distribution by income as 
the existing SAAS-supported undergraduate population and (b) were all assessed as eligible for the 
maximum bursary, assuming the same proportions for young and independent students as applied in 
2013-14. 

 (S4W-21765) 

Michael Russell: We are unable to provide costs based on the undergraduate population of 2013-
14 because these statistics are not yet available. The breakdown of student support will be published 
in October 2014 in the report, Higher Education Student Support in Scotland 2013-14. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-20193 by Michael Russell on 1 April 2014, whether it expects the Scottish 
Funding Council's announcement on 24 January 2014 of 3,300 more places to lead to a similar rise in 
the total number of students receiving tuition fee support from the Student Award Agency for Scotland. 

 (S4W-21766) 

Michael Russell: Should all eligible students apply for tuition fee support from the Student Awards 
Agency for Scotland, it would be expected that recipient numbers would increase in line with the 
increase in funded places. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-20193 by Michael Russell on 1 April 2014, whether the 3,300 additional 
funded student places announced by the Scottish Funding Council on 24 January 2014 are expected 
to result in an additional number of eligible students being recruited to Scottish universities or are to 
provide funded places for existing levels of recruitment that were previously unfunded. 

 (S4W-21767) 

Michael Russell: The funded places announced by the Scottish Funding Council in January are for 
allocation to students from Scotland and the EU and provide additional places for that group. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
guidance has changed since April 2013 for Police Scotland officers in the Grampian region dealing 
with trained emergency response drivers involved in collisions. 

 (S4W-21785) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for Police Scotland. However, I understand that 
Police Scotland’s current guidance for police officers dealing with trained emergency response drivers 
who are involved in collisions, is largely consistent with the guidance for legacy Grampian Police. 



Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reasons and by whom the guidance was changed for police officers in the Grampian region 
dealing with trained emergency response drivers involved in collisions. 

 (S4W-21786) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for Police Scotland. However, I understand that 
Police Scotland’s current guidance for police officers dealing with trained emergency response drivers 
who are involved in collisions, is largely consistent with the guidance for legacy Grampian Police. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance was in place in Grampian prior to April 2013 for police officers dealing with trained 
emergency response drivers involved in collisions. 

 (S4W-21787) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for Police Scotland. However, I understand that 
Police Scotland’s current guidance for police officers dealing with trained emergency response drivers 
who are involved in collisions, is largely consistent with the guidance for legacy Grampian Police. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
dogs are in service with Police Scotland. 

 (S4W-21793) 

Kenny MacAskill: Scotland continues to see the benefits of a single police service. Policing 
remains strong, being shaped and delivered in communities. Specialist expertise and equipment, 
including dogs, can be deployed flexibly and efficiently whenever they are needed. 

The deployment of police dogs is an operational matter for Police Scotland, and so this information 
is not held by the Scottish Government. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
dogs were in service with each former police constabulary in each year from 2007. 

 (S4W-21794) 

Kenny MacAskill: Scotland continues to see the benefits of a single police service. Policing 
remains strong, shaped and delivered in communities, while specialist expertise and equipment, 
including dogs, can be deployed flexibly and efficiently whenever they are needed. 

The deployment of police dogs is an operational matter for Police Scotland, and so this information 
is not held by the Scottish Government. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
horses are in service with Police Scotland. 

 (S4W-21795) 

Kenny MacAskill: Scotland continues to see the benefits of a single police service. Policing 
remains strong, shaped and delivered in communities, while specialist expertise and equipment, 
including horses, can be deployed flexibly and efficiently whenever they are needed. 

The deployment of police horses is an operational matter for Police Scotland, and so this information 
is not held by the Scottish Government. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
horses were in service with each former police constabulary in each year from 2007. 

 (S4W-21796) 



Kenny MacAskill: Scotland continues to see the benefits of a single police service. Policing 
remains strong, shaped and delivered in communities, while specialist expertise and equipment, 
including horses, can be deployed flexibly and efficiently whenever they are needed. 

The deployment of police horses is an operational matter for Police Scotland, and so this information 
is not held by the Scottish Government. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-21612 by Kenny MacAskill on 18 June 2014, as the figures 
have not been published on the Police Scotland website, whether it will provide the information that 
was requested and confirm how many full-time equivalent officers were designated as local resources 
for (a) Aberdeen City and (b) Aberdeenshire and Moray Division as of (i) 30 June and (ii) 30 
September 2013. 

 (S4W-21833) 

Kenny MacAskill: As stated in the answer to question S4W-21612 on 18 June 2014, publication of 
sub-national police officer numbers is a matter for Police Scotland and the Scottish Police Authority. 
The Scottish Government does not hold the information that you request. 

Post-reform sub-national police officer figures were produced for the first time in March this year 
relating to 31 December 2013. 

The sub-national police officer numbers can be found at:   
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/police-scotland/212598/. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on islands being able to secede from an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-21855) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scotland has 93 inhabited islands with a total population of over 103,000 people 
(latest 2011 Census day estimates). Our island communities are long-standing and much-valued parts 
of Scotland and that would continue in the event of independence. This is reflected in section 30 of the 
draft Scottish Independence Bill, which provides that the particular needs of island communities must 
be taken into account when the Scottish Government is carrying out its functions, and in the 
Government’s proposals in Empowering Scotland’s Island Communities published on 16 June. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether its proposed constitution for an independent Scotland would, in principle, allow areas of the 
country to secede. 

 (S4W-21856) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Section 6 of the Scottish Government’s draft Scottish Independence Bill, which 
was published for consultation on 16 June 2014, provides that the territory of Scotland, in the event of 
independence, would continue to consist of all the land, islands, internal waters and territorial sea that 
form the territory of Scotland at present. This is in accordance with widely-accepted principles of 
international law. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how its 
proposed constitution for an independent Scotland would address calls for secession. 

 (S4W-21857) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21856 on 15 July 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the white paper on independence did not refer to (a) the principles of and (b) calls for 
secession in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-21858) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Question 558 in Scotland’s Future made it clear that, in the event of 
independence, Scotland’s territory will remain as it is now. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many full-
time equivalent civil servants were involved in the organisation and preparation of the Scotland’s 
Future public meetings, broken down by event. 

 (S4W-21862) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Officials from across the Scottish Government have contributed to the 
organisation and preparation of the Scotland’s Future public meetings programme as part of their role 
to support Scottish Government Ministers. 

The Scottish Government does not hold information on the time spent by officials contributing to this 
programme as there is no business need for that information. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it was 
decided where Scotland’s Future public meetings would be held. 

 (S4W-21863) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We want to make sure that the public are as well informed as possible about the 
content of Scotland’s Future and the huge opportunities offered by independence. 

To facilitate this, the Scottish Government has organised a full programme of public engagement 
events across all of Scotland. This will cover as many local authorities as possible. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
government car service was used to transport ministers to Scotland’s Future public meetings. 

 (S4W-21864) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Ministers have attended these events as part of their Government activities. 
Ministers have therefore used the government car service to attend these events in line with standard 
practice. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
members of the public have attended each of the Scotland’s Future public meetings. 

 (S4W-21865) 

Nicola Sturgeon: As at 1 July 2014, the programme of Scotland’s Future public meetings has 
attracted an audience of over 3000 people. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-21284 by Nicola Sturgeon on 22 May 2014, what the total cost of the 
Scotland’s Future public meetings has been since 1 April 2014, also broken down by event. 

 (S4W-21866) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The programme of events is ongoing and I will update parliament on costs when 
expenditure for 2014-15 is finalised. 

 



Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many civil 
servants attended each of the Scotland’s Future public meetings. 

 (S4W-21867) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Civil servants have attended Scotland’s Future public meetings in their role to 

support Scottish Government Ministers as part of their routine duties. 

The Scottish Government does not hold information on civil servants attending each event as there 
is no business need to record this. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what modelling it has carried out on the affordability to an independent Scotland of continuing the tax 
incentives currently offered by the UK Government in relation to the creative industries. 

 (S4W-21966) 

Fiona Hyslop: Fiscal incentives are currently given, subject to meeting set criteria, to production of 
films, high end television drama, animation and video games. Such incentives will continue at the point 
of independence on the principle of continuity of law. Scotland's Future: Your Guide to an Independent 
Scotland indicates that “We plan to continue the existing fiscal incentives for such production and, 
within the first term of an independent Scottish parliament, we propose to look at ways to encourage 
further development in the sector, through incentives, infrastructural investment and support for 
development, skills and training.” As audio-visual production has been historically focused on the 
South-east of England continuing fiscal incentives will tend to attract new production to Scotland 
without subsidising production that would have happened in any event, to a greater degree than for 
the UK at present. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what modelling it has carried out on the affordability to an independent Scotland of introducing tax 
relief for film productions at the levels available in countries such as Ireland, Canada and New 
Zealand. 

 (S4W-21967) 

Fiona Hyslop: Scotland's Future: Your Guide to an Independent Scotland indicates that “We plan to 
continue the existing fiscal incentives for such production and, within the first term of an independent 
Scottish parliament, we propose to look at ways to encourage further development in the sector, 
through incentives, infrastructural investment and support for development, skills and training.” 
Consideration of the costs and benefits to Scotland of such approaches to further development, in 
terms of tax revenue foregone, tax revenue generated from production activity that would not 
otherwise have happened, and non-tax costs such as investment in human and infrastructural capital 
would form part of that consideration. 

 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government to which 
body judicial oaths of office and allegiance will be directed in the event of independence. 

 (S4W-21978) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has no plans to change judicial oaths of office and 
allegiance in the event of independence. These oaths will continue to be directed to the Queen and to 
the law itself. 

 


