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 Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many of the 3,440 two-year-olds in workless families will be guaranteed a 
childcare place at the start of August 2014. 

 (S4W-21942) 

Aileen Campbell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21840 on 10 July 2014. All 
answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the “outstanding and unresolved issues” are that are referred to in 
paragraph 15 of the policy note accompanying the Provision of Early Learning and Childcare 
(Specified Children) (Scotland) Order 2014 [draft] and how many local authorities it expects to 
experience them. 

 (S4W-21943) 

Aileen Campbell: A joint assessment by the Scottish Government and COSLA has confirmed that 
every local authority has plans in place to deliver the new provision for eligible 2 year olds in August 
2014. 

To ensure they are ready to deliver this new provision, local authorities have been making 
alterations to buildings to make them ready for a higher number of young children, recruiting more 
suitably trained and experienced staff and negotiating with partner providers and childminders. 

However, there remains a risk that practical issues may appear during the initial stages of 
implementation. 

The extra time before the legal duty commences allows local authorities more flexibility to resolve 
any unforeseen challenges around implementation. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussion it had with COSLA regarding the Provision of Early Learning 
and Childcare (Specified Children) (Scotland) Order 2014 [draft] and when the need for a three-month 
delay in the legal duty was first raised with Scottish Government officials. 

 (S4W-21945) 

Aileen Campbell: There have been ongoing discussions with COSLA on this issue, and 
assessment of local authorities’ progress towards delivering the funded early learning and childcare 
entitlement to eligible 2 year olds. 

On 19th June 2014, the Scottish Government agreed with COSLA that, in order to enable local 
authorities to address any unforeseen issues with provision that may arise, and to fully test the 
implementation of local authority plans, the legal duty in relation to eligible two year olds will now come 
into force on 31

 
October. 

This will protect councils from legal challenge in the event that any adjustments are required to local 
delivery plans. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it will inform parents from workless households of the expansion of 
childcare provision. 

 (S4W-21946) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government is developing public information materials to raise 
awareness of the increased funded hours of early learning and childcare and extended eligibility for 
vulnerable two year olds. 

Transport Scotland 

 Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government , further to the answer to question S4W-20524 by Keith Brown on 22 April 
2014, what the budgeted cost was in 2013-14. 

 (S4W-21820) 

Keith Brown:The revised grant to Argyll Ferries Ltd for the contract year 2013-14 is £3,059,869 plus 
£476,739 fuel grant. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the Maritime and Coastguard Agency regarding the consultation on the 
sulphur content of marine fuel; whether it made a submission to the consultation and, if so, whether it 
will publish this. 

 (S4W-21822) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has not held discussions with the Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency (MCA) on this consultation. 

We have sent a letter to the MCA outlining our response to the consultation and will publish this as 
part of the material prepared for the second conference we are hosting on this matter on 13 August 
2014. The MCA will also be publishing an analysis of responses in due course. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what the anticipated total cost of the public service contract with Argyll 
Ferries (a) was when signed in 2011 and (b) will be at the end of the contract. 

 (S4W-21823) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to my replies to his previous Parliamentary Questions S4W-08559 
on 19 July 2012, S4W-20524 on 22 April 2014 and S4W-21820 on 14 July 2014. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it is carrying out further modelling work on the impact of air passenger duty on Glasgow 
Prestwick Airport and, if so, when it will be complete and when the stage 2 business plan will be 
published. 

 (S4W-21825) 

Keith Brown: Further modelling work is to be completed to assess the likely impact on Glasgow 
Prestwick Airport’s business growth opportunities of a reduction or abolition of Air Passenger Duty, 
and on possible route development support mechanisms as a result of revised EU guidance. 

We will subsequently publish a document within the next couple of months (summer 2014), setting 
out a strategic vision for the long term future of the airport, our plans for investment, business 
development and the optimum operating structure required to take the airport forward. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on reports that workers from Estonia working for CalMac under the terms of its contract with 
the Scottish Government for lifeline ferry services on the Clyde and Hebrides network are being paid 
£4.19 per hour. 

 (S4W-21842) 

Keith Brown: We take very seriously the issue of the UK national minimum wage for staff paid both 
directly and indirectly by the Scottish Government. 

As soon as we were alerted to this issue we wrote to Stephen Hammond MP, the UK Government 
Minister with responsibility for the maritime sector, asking him to close any legal loopholes that allow 
this situation to arise. 

Employment law is a reserved matter for the UK Government, but we will continue to press for a 
means to improve this situation. Responsibility for payment and levels of the wages of the crew on the 
vessels concerned lies with Seatruck as the employer. However, Scottish Ministers will continue to 
press the matter as noted and our key aim is to ensure the affected workers on the vessels in question 
receive at least the minimum wage and that this is backdated to the start of the current charter 
arrangements. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government , further to 
the answer to question S4W-21656 by Keith Brown on 17 June 2014, what contingencies Transport 
Scotland has in place to set up an operation similar to the Department for Transport’s Directly 
Operated Railways. 

 (S4W-21848) 

Keith Brown: Further to the answer to S4W-21656 there are different options available to Transport 
Scotland in the event that the Caledonian Sleeper Franchisee becomes unable to fulfil the terms of its 
contract. 

The circumstances would be assessed at the time and one of the following options would be 
followed: 

Step in as Operator of Last Resort through Transport Scotland and take on the franchise management 
Negotiate with a suitably competent train operator to take over the franchise management 

Transport Scotland has considered appropriate contingency plans and has established suitable shelf 
companies for use should the need arise for either franchise. These shelf companies are wholly 
owned by Scottish Ministers, and should they be needed, Boards to run these companies would be 
populated with suitably experienced and qualified directors. These companies would still be subject to 
the relevant franchise agreement of the franchisee they are replacing. They have been created and 
have been inactive but are ready to be used to perform the delivery functions of an operator of last 
resort. 

 


