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 Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what EU legislation governing rail transport it refers to in its document, Scotland’s Priorities for EU 
Reform, and what reforms would be required to allow a state-owned UK company to tender to operate 
ScotRail services. 

 (S4W-21788) 

Keith Brown: It is domestic law, the Railways Act 1993, which prevents a state-owned UK company 
from tendering to operate ScotRail services. We will make that clearer within the document Scotland’s 
Priorities for EU Reform.  

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
new Caledonian sleeper franchise will lead to a reduction in the Inverness train depot’s daytime 
workload. 

 (S4W-21828) 

Keith Brown: The future of the ScotRail maintenance depot in Inverness is secure. The Scottish 
Government has specified that the new ScotRail franchisee must maintain the depot at Inverness. 
This is appropriate because the majority of work conducted at the depot is for ScotRail day train 
services. The depot will continue to conduct daily servicing of the Inverness portion of the Sleeper, 
and also work for the East Coast franchisee. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government , further to 
the answer to question S4W-21653 by Keith Brown on 17 June 2014, what it means by “generally 
unregulated” and whether the new Caledonian sleeper franchisee will be allowed to increase fares 
above inflation. 

 (S4W-21843) 

Keith Brown: “Generally unregulated” means generally, or mostly, not subject to regulation or 
control by government. The Caledonian Sleeper service carries two types of passenger groups: 

1) passengers in accommodation other than seated (the majority of passengers) and 

2) seated passengers. 

Fares for group 1 are not regulated by the Scottish Government and the fares are currently set at the 
discretion of the franchisee in a manner to attract passengers in a competitive market. This will 
continue when the new franchise starts on 1 April 2015. 

Fares for group 2 are more complicated. Seated fares for journeys wholly within Scotland are 
subject to the same regulation by the Scottish Government as the ScotRail franchise. This regulation 
limits annual increases to RPI for peak fares and RPI -1% for off peak fares for the following standard 
class ticket types : 

Season; 

Anytime Single/Return 

Anytime Day Single/Return; 

Off-Peak Single/Return; and 

Off-Peak Day Single/Return 

Cross-Border ‘Interavailable’ tickets (i.e. tickets which may be used on more than one train operating 
company) may be used on the sleeper, and the regulation of these fares is currently a matter for the 
UK Department of Transport. 



John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government , further to 
the answer to question S4W-21652 by Keith Brown on 17 June 2014, who is responsible for checking 
“any profits above 7% of revenue”. 

 (S4W-21844) 

Keith Brown: Further to the answer to S4W-21652, Transport Scotland is responsible for checking 
‘any profits above 7% of revenue’. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government , further to 
the answer to question S4W-21657 by Keith Brown on 17 June 2014, what procurements the term 
“both procurements” refers to. 

 (S4W-21845) 

Keith Brown: ‘Both procurements’ in the context of the answer to question S4W-21657 refers to the 
Caledonian Sleeper Franchise procurement (which has now been awarded and is now in mobilisation) 
and the ongoing ScotRail Franchise procurement. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government , further to 
the answer to question S4W-21657 by Keith Brown on 17 June 2014, when the costs of the 
procurement will be finalised and where that information will be published. 

 (S4W-21846) 

Keith Brown: Further to the answer to question S4W-21657 the costs of the procurement, 
mobilisation and transition will be finalised after 31 March 2015 when the new Caledonian Sleeper 
Franchise begins. This information will be made available once it is finalised. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government , further to 
the answer to question S4W-21657 by Keith Brown on 17 June 2014, how the Parliament will be made 
aware if any conflicts of interest are identified. 

 (S4W-21847) 

Keith Brown: Further to the answer to S4W-21657 officials at Transport Scotland actively monitor 
these matters on a regular basis. Were there to be any actual conflicts identified, and if considered 
appropriate, the Scottish Government would inform Parliament. 

 


