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 Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the statement by Richard Lochhead on 11 June 2014 (Official Report, c. 32086), how many farmers 
will be impacted by the £400,000 cap on basic payments.  

 (S4W-21781) 

Richard Lochhead: This is a completely new payments system and because the land and animal 
numbers declared in the future will affect the payment rates and therefore the total basic payments, it 
is not possible to say for certain how many businesses will be impacted by a cap on basic payments 
until claim details are collected from all applicants. 

However, estimates made for the final scheme year (2019) based on the land and animals held by 
businesses in 2011, suggest that less than ten businesses will probably be affected by a cap on basic 
payments at £400,000. 

Other changes to the CAP such as the move to area based payments will also result in significant 
reductions to large payments. Under the new payment system (with a cap at £400k of basic 
payments) the top 20 recipients in 2019 are estimated to receive approximately £4.8 million less than 
the £14 million claimed by the top 20 recipients in 2011. 

Many farmers, and the general public, think there should be an upper limit on CAP payments. 
Introducing a cap therefore underlines the principle that unlimited individual payments cannot be 
tolerated in future. It is also one of the tools available to help tackle slipper farming and is part of the 
“five-pronged assault” on inactivity that I announced, along with the Scottish clause, the negative list, a 
third region, and more coupled support. Any funds generated from capping will go Pillar 2. 

 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what 

reason measures to amend Part 3 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 have not been included in 
the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill. 

 (S4W-21784) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill makes amendments to the 
community right to buy provided for under Part 2 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 “the Act”. 
These changes build on experience gained over 10 years of working with the legislation, extensive 
post-legislative scrutiny of the Act, submissions made to the Land Reform Review Group (LRRG) and 
the interim view of that group. 

Part 3 was not considered for inclusion into the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill, as 
presented, because, as the LRRG had written in their interim report in May 2013, they were going to 
ensure that the interests of the crofting community were respected further in their final report, which 
was scheduled to be published in April 2014 and was finally published 23 May 2014. The Scottish 
Government decided to proceed with the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill in order not to 
delay the introduction of this key piece legislation, and to consider any recommendations on Part 3 
once the LRRG final report was published. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on whether Part 3 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 requires amendment.  

 (S4W-21801) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government is aware that Part 3 of the Land Reform (Scotland) act 
2003 requires some ‘housekeeping’ amendments (e.g. to increase absentee crofter limit from 16 km to 
32 km to reflect the changes made in the Crofting Reform (Scotland) Act 2010. 

Part 3 may also be affected by other legislative changes or reports currently being progressed, such 
as the Scottish Law Commission’s review of Compulsory Purchase. Scottish Ministers are also giving 
careful consideration to the Land Reform Review Groups final report recommendations, and will take 



into account any feedback from stakeholders, before deciding exactly what amendments should be 
taken forward. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
options are available to amend Part 3 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003. 

 (S4W-21802) 

Paul Wheelhouse: There are a number of options available to the Scottish Government in 
addressing any future amendments to Part 3 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003, including the 
recently announced proposed Land Reform Bill. 

Scottish Ministers are currently considering the recommendations made in the Land Reform Review 
Group final report. They will also take into account the other work streams connected with Part 3, such 
as the Scottish Law Commission’s work on Compulsory Purchase, before deciding how and when to 
address reforming Part 3 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003. 

 


