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Learning and Justice 

 Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 6.3% 
fall in the Level 4 budget figure for education maintenance allowance between 2013-14 and 2014-15 
reflects the expected reduction in actual spending between the two years or an expectation that actual 
spending in 2013-14 would be closer to the reported actual spend of £27.8 million in 2012-13 than the 
£31.6 million budgeted for 2013-14. 

 (S4W-21887) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government does not expect to reduce actual spending for 
education maintenance allowance (EMA) in 2014-15. The reduced budget position reflects our 
anticipated spend for 2014-15 which we consider will be in line with spending from previous years, 
£27.8 million in 2012-13 and £27.6 million in 2011-12. 

EMA is an entitlement in Scotland and the Scottish Government will ensure every individual who is 
eligible for EMA support receives it. Unlike in England where the EMA programme has been 
abolished, Scottish Ministers are committed to the EMA programme and value its contribution to 
helping young people overcome financial barriers to access learning. 

 

 Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide further detail regarding the “changing demographics in Scotland” affecting spending on 
education maintenance allowance that are referred to in the “explanation of significant changes from 
previous year” provided in the Level 4 spreadsheet for the 2014-15 budget. 

 (S4W-21888) 

Michael Russell: Education maintenance allowance (EMA) is an entitlement in Scotland which 
means that any person who meets the eligibility criteria will receive EMA support. 

The explanation in the Level 4 spreadsheet for the 2014-15 budget relates to the revised budget 
position for EMA rather than actual spend. This revision reflects the projected decline in the number of 
secondary school pupils in Scotland. 

The projections are available through the following web link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-
Education/PupilProjectionsDataset/PupilProjections2010 
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