
Monday 30 June 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it is taking to tackle fuel poverty in North East Scotland. 

 (S4W-21829) 

Margaret Burgess: In the four year period between 2009-10 and 2012-13 we invested £220 million 
on fuel poverty and energy efficiency programmes across Scotland, with an estimated net gain in 
household income of over £1 billion across the lifetime of the measures. 

This included the installation of energy efficiency measures to over 4,900 homes across the north 
east in 2012-13 (the last year for which figures are available). 

Our Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland (HEEPS), launched in April 2013, use 
Scottish Government funding to lever in additional investment to tackle fuel poverty. The budget in 
2014-15 is £79 million, and in total we will spend around a quarter of a billion pounds over a three year 
period (2013-14 – 2015-16) on fuel poverty and energy efficiency. 

On 4 June 2014 we announced £60 million of funding for our HEEPS: Area Based Schemes for 
2014-15, distributed across all of Scotland’s local authorities. Of this, the following awards of grant 
were made in North East Scotland for the current year: 

Aberdeen City £1.683 million 

Aberdeenshire £3.150 million 

Angus £1.067 million 

Dundee £3.654 million 

Total £9.554 million 

These grants will help people in areas with high levels of fuel poverty to install energy efficiency 
measures such as solid wall, cavity and loft insulation. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answers to questions S4O-02879 (Official Report, c. 27421) and S4W-21387 by Humza Yousaf on 5 
February 2014 and 10 June 2014 respectively, whether it will provide the information that was 
requested and confirm how much it would cost an independent Scotland to establish embassies and 
consulates, broken down by country.  

Holding answer issued: 26 June 2014 (S4W-21732) 

Fiona Hyslop: The transition to independence is a major opportunity to improve service delivery in 
Scotland. The Scottish Government has undertaken a range of work to prepare for the transition to 
independence, and our approach is set out in Scotland’s Future. Pages 343 to 350 explain that a 
number of factors will influence the size of the one-off investment that Scotland will make in the 
transition to independence. They include the negotiations that will take place between the two 
governments on apportioning assets and securing public services in Scotland, and the options that are 
chosen for improving systems and providing more modern and responsive public services for people 
in Scotland in the period following independence. 


