
Thursday 26 June 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its response 
is to a recent survey by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors that found that housing demand is 
outstripping supply leading to rises in house prices. 

 (S4O-3400) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government is taking a wide range of action to support the 
delivery of new housing across all tenures and throughout Scotland, stimulating activity, protecting and 
creating jobs and helping to secure our vision for housing.  

That includes our planned investment of £1.35 billion in affordable housing over the four years to 
2015-16 and my decision to increase the subsidy available for each new affordable home we support, 
putting us well on track towards our target to deliver 30,000 affordable homes over the lifetime of this 
Parliament. It also includes the £275 million Help to Buy (Scotland) scheme, which has already helped 
more than 1,600 people to buy a new home. 

I am committed to working with organisations from across the housing sector to build on these 
actions and to explore opportunities to work towards the shared aim of increasing housing supply. 

 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it will inform victims of sexual and domestic abuse of the various support 
networks available to them. 

Holding answer issued: 25 June 2014 (S4W-21714) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government works collaboratively with its stakeholders in both the 
statutory and third sector to ensure that victims of sexual and domestic abuse are informed of the 
support networks available to them. 

The Scottish Government provides funding to organisations such as Scottish Women’s Aid, Rape 
Crisis Scotland and Zero Tolerance and has provided funding for Police Scotland’s rape prevention 
campaign. 

Equally Safe, Scotland’s strategy aimed at all forms of violence against women and girls, which was 
published on 25 June 2014, has been co-produced by the Scottish Government and the Convention of 
Scottish Local Authorities and is Scotland’s first national strategy aimed at all forms of violence against 
women and girls. Delivery of the strategy will be taken forward by a number of dynamic workstreams 
with membership drawn from a wide range of partners who have a wealth of experience in this area. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the effect of poor mobile and broadband connectivity in remote and rural 
areas on the delivery of cost-effective telehealth solutions. 

 (S4W-21751) 

Alex Neil: Scotland’s Digital Future – Infrastructure Action Plan sets out plans for delivering a world-
class and future-proofed digital infrastructure by 2020, facilitated by the Step Change 2015 
programme. The Scottish Government and the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities recognises, in 
our National Telehealth and Telecare Delivery Plan for Scotland to 2015, the importance of ensuring 
there is a wide range of solutions for the delivery of telehealthcare services to people who live in areas 
with limited or no mobile or broadband connectivity. 

This has included exploring the use of low-cost satellite broadband, which is currently being 
successfully utilised in areas of the west of Scotland, and, given their ubiquity, the greater use of 
digital television to deliver services. Increasingly, digital telehealth devices are being equipped with 
dual-SIM capability, allowing the device to ‘lock-on’ to the strongest mobile signal in the area in 
recognition of the variation in mobile connectivity across not just remote and rural communities but 
also within urban areas. 



There are also a range of, for example, environmental and lifestyle monitoring sensors/devices in 
use which are analogue, meaning data is transmitted through the user’s telephone line thus reducing 
the dependency on mobile/broadband capacity and availability. 

Whilst the Scottish Government recognises that there is still a degree of work to be completed to 
ensure adequate infrastructure is in place, in the interim period investigation is underway into the 
efficacy of more simple telehealth solutions, including text-based and (landline) phone-based options. 
Ultimately, connectivity should be part of the initial assessment of the individual, and appropriate 
technology put in place only if it is both suitable for the individual and suitable for the location. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) trawled nephrops, (b) creel-caught nephrops, (c) dredged scallops and (d) dived scallops 
caught in the Clyde sea area in each of the last 10 years were landed at creeks (i) in the Clyde sea 
area and (ii) elsewhere in Scotland, and what information it has on how many were landed outside 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-21729) 

Richard Lochhead: As requested, please find data on (a) trawl-caught nephrops, (b) creel-caught 
nephrops, (c) dredge-caught scallops, and (d) hand-caught scallops that were caught in the Clyde 
zone over the last 10 years

(1) 
and were landed into ports on the Clyde and the rest of Scotland. 

Data on landings made outside Scotland is also provided, but this will include catches from the non-
Clyde portions of the Clyde zone

(2)
. Due to the way our fishery data is captured, it is only possible to 

determine that a vessel’s catch was made within the Clyde portions of the Clyde zone when it also 
lands into Scotland. 

(1) 
2013 landings are provisional. 

(2)
 The ‘Clyde zone’ includes the waters of five International Council for the Exploration of the Sea 

statistical rectangles. While two of these rectangles contain waters wholly within the Clyde, the other 
three also contain waters beyond its boundaries. 

(a) Trawl-caught nephrops landings from Clyde zone  

Year 
Clyde 
Ports 

Rest of 
Scotland 

Outside 
Scotland

 
Total 

Tonnage 

2004 2418 0 258 2,676 

2005 2897 - 148 3,045 

2006 3990 - 246 4,236 

2007 5609 1 361 5,971 

2008 4808 3 424 5,235 

2009 3865 2 282 4,149 

2010 4718 8 465 5,191 

2011 5128 - 541 5,669 

2012 4976 - 834 5,809 

2013
 

3130 32 596 3,758 

(b) Creel-caught nephrops landings from Clyde zone 

Year 
Clyde 
Ports 

Rest of 
Scotland 

Outside 
Scotland 

Total 
Tonnage 

2004 70 - - 70 

2005 56 - 0 56 

2006 111 0 - 111 

2007 165 - - 165 

2008 128 - - 128 



Year 
Clyde 
Ports 

Rest of 
Scotland 

Outside 
Scotland 

Total 
Tonnage 

2009 138 - - 138 

2010 154 - - 154 

2011 180 - - 180 

2012 170 - - 170 

2013 160 - - 160 

(c) Dredge-caught scallops landings from Clyde zone 

Year 
Clyde 

Creeks 
Rest of 

Scotland 
Outside 
Scotland 

Total 
Tonnage 

2004 460 - 34 495 

2005 535 4 14 553 

2006 429 - 3 432 

2007 541 7 1 549 

2008 504 1 0 505 

2009 431 5 21 457 

2010 356 1 2 359 

2011 364 8 12 384 

2012 341 4 12 357 

2013 252 1 13 266 

(d) Hand-caught scallops landings from Clyde zone 

Year 
Clyde 

Creeks 
Rest of 

Scotland 
Outside 
Scotland 

Total 
Tonnage 

2004 28 - - 28 

2005 29 - - 29 

2006 1 - - 1 

2007 1 - - 1 

2008 13 - - 13 

2009 17 - - 17 

2010 0 - - 0 

2011 3 - - 3 

2012 7 - - 7 

2013 65 - - 65 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the statement by Richard Lochhead on 11 June 2014 (Official Report, c. 32086), from which budget 
line the additional “£45 million of new money” for the beef sector will be drawn. 

 (S4W-21783) 

Richard Lochhead: As agreed with the Finance Committee the Scottish Government will be 
presenting its Draft Budget for 2015-16 to Parliament before the October 2014 recess. Expenditure for 
the Scottish beef improvement scheme will form part of the Scottish Rural Development Programme 
2014-20 commencing in 2015-16. 

 



Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update of the action it is taking to implement the Renewable Heat Action 
Plan in order to deliver its target to meet 11% of heat demand from renewable sources by 2020. 

 (S4W-21916) 

Fergus Ewing: I am pleased to announce that I laid a report in Parliament on 26 June 2014 which 
updates the actions the Scottish Government is taking to implement the Renewable Heat Action Plan. 
Copies of the report are available on the Scottish Government website at: 
http://scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/Energy-sources/19185/Heat/RHUpdate2014 

In addition the Energy Saving Trust published their report on Renewable Heat in Scotland for 2013 
on 26 June 2014. The report shows that in 2013 renewable heat capacity increased by 18% and heat 
generated from renewable sources by 17% compared with 2012, indicating that Scotland is making 
good progress towards meeting the renewable heat target by 2020. A copy of the Energy Saving Trust 
report is available at the following link:  
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/About-us/About-us/Recent-reports 

Finance 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many projects under the non-profit distributing (NPD) model are operational. 

 (S4W-21742) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4O-03348 on 12 June 2014 which is 
available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9242 

The Scottish Futures Trust regularly publish reports on progress with the NPD programme and these 
are available on its website: 
www.scottishfuturestrust.org.uk/publications/non-profit-distributing/ 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many projects under the non-profit distributing (NPD) model have yet to reach the 
procurement stage. 

 (S4W-21745) 

John Swinney: Out of 47 revenue funded projects there are only six projects which have not yet 
reached procurement stage or hub development stage. 

Health and Social Care 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has set a date for the coming into force of the provisions of the Marriage and Civil 
Partnership (Scotland) Act 2014. 

 (S4W-21717) 

Alex Neil: Sections 34 (interpretation), 35 (ancillary provision), 36 (commencement) and 37 (short 
title) of the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Act 2014 came into force on the day after Royal 
Assent which was on 12 March 2014. 

In addition, sections 7 (reset: abolition of defence), 19 (marriage outside Scotland: evidence of 
dissolution of former civil partnership), 20 (religious marriages: solemnisation by Church of Scotland 
deacons), 22 (second marriage ceremony: form of endorsement), 23 (sheriff court jurisdiction in 
relation to declarator of marriage), 27 (dissolution of civil partnership: evidence) and 32 (provision of 
certain information to district registrars) came into force on 21 May 2014. The relevant 
commencement order is at: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/en/ssi/2014/121/made 

Further commencement orders are planned. Our intention is that the Act will be in force generally by 
the end of 2014. 

 

  

http://scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/Energy-sources/19185/Heat/RHUpdate2014
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/About-us/About-us/Recent-reports
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9242
http://www.scottishfuturestrust.org.uk/publications/non-profit-distributing/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/en/ssi/2014/121/made


Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent discussions it has had with NHS Grampian regarding the standard of patient care. 

(S4W-21830) 

Alex Neil: Ministers and senior officials regularly discuss a range of issues concerning the standard 

of patient care with representatives of NHS Grampian. This includes discussions with policy leads on 

key areas of performance. 
 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many GP appointments in NHS Grampian were cancelled in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-21832) 

Alex Neil: Information on the number of cancelled GP appointments in NHS Grampian is not 
available centrally. 

 

Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 

what its response is to the Independent Report on NHS Lanarkshire Neonatal Services, Wishaw 

General Hospital, which was published on 16 June 2014. 
(S4W-21841) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is grateful to Dr Ian Laing and his expert review group for their 
very thorough investigation and report. Whilst the report was a rigorous study of local procedures and 
practices, the investigation was very sensitively handled by Dr Laing and his team, and fully 
recognised the tragic circumstances for the families affected. Ministers want to join with Dr Laing in 
thanking the parents for the brave and important contribution they have made to this report. 

The independent report highlights a highly professional and dedicated workforce at the neonatal unit 
at Wishaw General Hospital; delivering high quality, compassionate care. The review team concluded 
that all three babies were cared for to a high clinical standard, and that the neonatal unit met required 
staffing levels. The report is also clear that the infection control precautions and hygiene measures of 
staff were of a high quality. 

However, when it comes to the care of such precious and vulnerable babies we must always look at 
how we can improve the care that is offered. NHS Lanarkshire is committed to effectively addressing 
the recommendations of the independent report and we will keep progress under close review. 

While NHS Lanarkshire is increasing numbers of staff, in line with recruitment happening across 
Scotland, we will do all we can to assist the health board with solutions for staffing required related to 
sickness or leave - including through supporting the creation of specialist regional nurse banks. Our 
innovative nursing workforce planning tool will also help to ensure that the health board has the right 
staff, with the right skills in the right place at all times. 

We are sharing the report with the management teams of every neonatal intensive care unit in 
Scotland so they too can learn any appropriate lessons from it. The government would reiterate our 
thanks to the parents who shared their personal stories about the care their families received in the 
unit, and would also like to pay tribute to the staff who work tirelessly to care for every sick baby and to 
support bereaved families when the worst happens. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it plans to use the telehealth system to increase communication between doctors and first responders. 

 (S4W-21861) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Ambulance Service has electronic communication methods in place to 
dispatch first responders to the scene of some categories of patients who require immediate attention. 
Thereafter the first responder information gathered at the scene in respect of the patient is 
electronically available within the Scottish Ambulance Service. At present the Scottish Ambulance 
Service can electronically send this information to some hospitals and some GP practices. The 
Scottish Ambulance Service is currently working in partnership with the territorial boards to roll out 
electronic information transfer to all boards. 



The Scottish Ambulance Service also recently announced it is to make a multi-million pound 
investment in installing the latest tablet computers in its 600-strong accident and emergency fleet, 
while wireless satellite, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth and 4G technologies will also be added to the vehicles. This 
investment in the latest infrastructure will greatly enhance the capabilities of first responders to 
communicate with doctors and other clinicians. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the start-up costs of independence. 

 (S4O-3399) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has undertaken a range of work to prepare for the 
transition to independence and our approach is set out in Chapter 10 of Scotland’s Future. This 
explains that a number of factors will influence the size of the one-off investment that Scotland will 
make in the transition to independence, which includes the negotiations that will take place between 
the two governments. 

Transport Scotland 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what will be discussed at the meeting between the Deputy First Minister and 
the Dunoon-Gourock Ferry Action Group scheduled for 30 June 2014. 

 (S4W-21727) 

Keith Brown: There is no meeting with the Dunoon-Gourock Ferry Action Group scheduled for that 
date. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) sub-contractors and (b) suppliers of the Forth Crossing Bridge 
Constructors consortium have invoked the dispute resolution mechanisms over payments for work on 
the crossing. 

 (S4W-21769) 

Keith Brown: The existence or non-existence of any disputes between the Forth Crossing Bridge 
Constructors (FCBC) and their subcontractors and suppliers and any matter related to these is 
considered by FCBC to be commercially sensitive and confidential information. The Forth 
Replacement Crossing project continues to progress on time and within the reduced budget range of 
£1.4 to £1.45 billion. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many disputes over payments for work on the Forth Replacement Crossing between 
(a) sub-contractors and (b) suppliers and the Forth Crossing Bridge Constructors consortium (i) have 
been resolved and (ii) remain unresolved. 

 (S4W-21771) 

Keith Brown: The existence or non-existence of any disputes between the Forth Crossing Bridge 
Constructors (FCBC) and their subcontractors and suppliers and any matter related to these is 
considered by FCBC to be commercially sensitive and confidential information. The Forth Road 
Crossing project continues to progress on time and within the reduced budget range of £1.4 to £1.45 
billion. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what specific bridge or road works are the subject of disputes between the Forth 
Crossing Bridge Constructors consortium and sub-contractors or suppliers. 

 (S4W-21773) 

Keith Brown: The existence or non-existence of any disputes between the Forth Crossing Bridge 
Constructors (FCBC) and their subcontractors and suppliers and any matter related to these is 



considered by FCBC to be commercially sensitive and confidential information. The Forth Road 
Crossing project continues to progress on time and within the reduced budget range of £1.4 to £1.45 
billion. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much money is involved in disputes between the Forth Crossing Bridge Constructors 
consortium and sub-contractors or suppliers. 

 (S4W-21774) 

Keith Brown: The existence or non-existence of any disputes between the Forth Crossing Bridge 
Constructors (FCBC) and their subcontractors and suppliers and any matter related to these is 
considered by FCBC to be commercially sensitive and confidential information. The Forth Road 
Crossing project continues to progress on time and within the reduced budget range of £1.4 to £1.45 
billion. 


