
Wednesday 25 June 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on the findings of the Review of the Strategic Development Plans in Scotland and 
whether it considers that there is a need for more targeted engagement with the wider community and 
the use of representative forums. 

 (S4W-21760) 

Derek Mackay: The Report of the Review of Strategic Planning was published in April 2014. The 
Scottish Government has published its response to the review on its planning web page. The Scottish 
Government considers there is a need for effective engagement in planning at all levels and this is 
reflected in the actions within the response. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on the use of the National Standards for Community Engagement in the planning 
system. 

 (S4W-21761) 

Derek Mackay: In applying the National Standards for Community Engagement to the planning 
system, Planning Advice Note 3/2010: Community Engagement recognises that the national 
standards, as linked to the VOiCE (Visioning Outcomes in Community Engagement) toolkit are 
particularly useful and can help plan, monitor and evaluate community engagement. 

Both the national standards and VOiCE were recently used successfully by the Scottish Government 
in the public engagement on National Planning Framework 3 and Scottish Planning Policy. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on the application of the National Standards for Community Engagement. 

 (S4W-21762) 

Derek Mackay: The National Standards for Community Engagement launched in 2005, are a 
practical tool to help improve the experience of all participants involved in community engagement. 
They help towards achieving the highest quality of process and results. 

The standards are not compulsory, but they are good practice and have been widely adopted in 
community planning partnerships and in other areas of government. 

There is no process in place to monitor their use. However, the standards have been recommended 
by Audit Scotland as good practice and a positive evaluation of their use was published by the 
Scottish Government in 2008. The report Evaluation of the Impact of the National Standards for 
Community Engagement is available at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/231923/0063366.pdf. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
it considers the impact is of the findings of the Review of the Strategic Development Plans in Scotland 
for regional transport partnerships. 

 (S4W-21763) 

Derek Mackay: The Report of the Review of Strategic Planning was published in April 2014. It 
included three findings that the research team identified as specifically relevant to Regional Transport 
Partnerships (RTPs). Officials have met with representatives of the RTPS to consider the findings and 
discuss the next steps. The Scottish Government has published its response to the review on its 
planning web page. The actions within the response reflect the discussions with RTPs. 

 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/231923/0063366.pdf


Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it has taken since the publication of the response to its consultation on business rates, 
Supporting Business - Promoting Growth. 

 (S4W-21891) 

Derek Mackay: In its response to the consultation “Supporting Business - Promoting Growth”, the 
Scottish Government set out 20 actions it will undertake up to the period of the next rates 
revaluation in 2017. 

A summary of progress against each of these actions is as follows. 

Scottish Government actions, following the business rates consultation with progress summary: 

Scottish Government business rates 
consultation outcomes 

Progress summary 

We will write, in 2013, to every business in 
Scotland based in a property that me be entitled 
to the Small Business Bonus scheme to 
highlight that they may benefit. 

In November 2013 Minister for Energy 
Enterprise and Tourism Fergus Ewing wrote to 

every business in Scotland that may be 
entitled, but was not claiming. 

We will work with stakeholders to ensure there 
is a more consistent approach across Scotland. 

On-going, a working group has been set up 
with Scottish Government officials, council 

officials and COSLA to produce non-statutory 
guidance to rates reliefs. 

We will review rates relief application processes 
to ensure they are simple, transparent and 
streamlined. 

On-going. 

We will undertake a review of the recent 
changes to empty property relief in 2015.  

To be carried out in 2015. 

All rates reliefs will be kept under regular review 
to ensure that benefit is directed where it is 
most needed.  

On-going. Actions already taken include the 
expansion of Fresh Start relief to include higher 
rateable value properties and previously empty 

hotels, restaurants and pubs and the expansion 
of the Small Business Bonus Scheme to 

include an estimated additional 4,000 
properties, both came into force in April 2014. 

In addition, payday lenders will no longer be 
entitled to rates relief in Scotland from April 

2014. 

All current exemptions provided, including to 
some key sectors such as agriculture, will be 
retained.  

All current exemptions have been 
retained. 

The Scottish Government will create a power to 
allow local councils to respond better to local 
need and create their own localised relief 
schemes.  

The Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill 
was laid before Parliament on 11 June 2014. 

This includes a power to allow councils to 
create their own localized business rates relief 
schemes. There is no equivalent power to levy 

supplements. 

We will continue the Small Business Bonus 
Scheme until 2016 and consider which relief 
thresholds can be established on a longer term 
basis ahead of the 2017 review.  

Legislation was laid and came into force on 1 
April 2014 to allow for the SBBS to run for 2 

years (for lifetime of current Scottish 
Parliament). 

The way all current reliefs are funded will be 
maintained.  

Funding of all current reliefs has been 
maintained 

The way that relief to different sectors is 
recorded will be maintained. 

Recording of relief to different sectors 
has been maintained. 

The Scottish Government will consult on 
transitional relief ahead of the next revaluation 

Consultation planned to take place 
closer to 2017 revaluation date. 



Scottish Government business rates 
consultation outcomes 

Progress summary 

in 2017.  

New rateable values will be made available to 
ratepayers as far in advance of the 2017 
revaluation as possible. 

Work on-going, officials working jointly with the 
Scottish Assessors. 

A separate review of the appeals system will 
begin in 2014, concluding in time for the next 
revaluation in 2017.  

Currently engaging with stakeholders to help 
inform the review.  

We will work jointly with others to ensure 
businesses have access to clear, concise 
information about valuations, rateable values, 
rates bills and reliefs.  

New business portal website and rates bill 
calculator launched in 2013. 

Where there are further opportunities identified 
to provide clear, concise information on 

business rates, these will be considered. 

We will take all possible measures to prevent 
tax avoidance and ensure rates are paid.  

On-going. 

Where possible, loopholes and avoidance 
tactics will be closed. 

On-going. 

Powers for debt recovery will be strengthened 
and streamlined.  

On-going. 

The current property based tax system will be 
retained.  

No change to current property based 
tax. 

The Scottish Government confirms that the next 
rates revaluation will take effect on 1 April 2017.  

The next rates revaluation will take 
effect on 1 April 2017. 

The national poundage will continue to be set at 
the same level as in England. There will be no 
new local poundage supplements.  

Confirmed in setting the 2014-15 poundage. A 
2% poundage cap (with poundage set at 47.1p) 

confirmed for 2014-15. 

 

Enterprise and Environment 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what policies are in place to ensure that the 2020 renewable energy target is 
met. 

 (S4W-21715) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government’s 2020 Routemap for Renewable Energy in Scotland 
outlines the policies and collective actions designed to deliver the renewables targets for electricity, 
heat, transport and community and locally owned energy. This covers a wide range of action areas 
including grid access, reinforcement and charging; planning and consents procedures; supply chain 
activity; and reform of the electricity market.  

Annual updates to the routemap set out progress, emerging challenges, and the way these are 
being addressed. The last update was published on 19 December 2013 and is available online at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/RoutemapUpdate2013 

The National Planning Framework and updated Scottish Planning Policy published on 23rd June, 
2014 will be a further tool to help deliver the 2020 targets. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government when the 
next periodic safety review is due for (a) Hunterston B and (b) Torness nuclear power station. 

 (S4W-21756) 

Fergus Ewing: The next periodic safety review (PSR) for Hunterston B is due to be submitted by 
the site licensee in January 2016, and the Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR) will make a decision on 
this in January 2017. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/RoutemapUpdate2013


For Torness, the PSR is due to be submitted by the site licensee in January 2019, and the ONR 
decision date is January 2020. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
periodic safety review of a nuclear power station requires an environmental impact assessment. 

 (S4W-21757) 

Fergus Ewing: Periodic safety reviews (PSRs) of nuclear power stations do not require an 
environmental impact assessment.  

UK nuclear site licensees must carry out PSRs every 10 years as agreed with the regulator, Office 
for Nuclear Regulation (ONR) and provide a systematic review and assessment of the safety case, 
looking forwards up to ten years. 

PSRs provide an opportunity to undertake a comprehensive study of plant safety, taking into 
account aspects such as its operational history, ageing factors which could lead to deterioration in 
safety, and the advances in safety standards since the time of construction or the previous review. 
From this, the safety of future operation of the plant is evaluated. PSRs are complementary to the day-
to-day regulatory controls which are applied to nuclear power stations. 

The scope and the structure of a PSR is a matter for the licensee but must satisfy the ONRs 
expectations as set out in its guidance: http://www.onr.org.uk/periodic-safety-review/. 

Finance 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many projects under the non-profit distributing (NPD) model are at the construction 
stage. 

 (S4W-21743) 

John Swinney: There are eight revenue funded projects which are currently in construction. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many projects under the non-profit distributing (NPD) model are at the procurement 
stage. 

 (S4W-21744) 

John Swinney: There are 32 revenue funded projects at procurement or hub development stage. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what capital budget equivalent was delivered on the ground in 2013-14 by projects under 
the non-profit distributing (NPD) model. 

 (S4W-21746) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4O-03348 on 12 June 2014 which is 
available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9242. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what capital budget equivalent will be delivered on the ground in 2014-15 by projects 
under the non-profit distributing (NPD) model. 

 (S4W-21747) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4O-03348 on 12 June 2014 which is 
available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9242. 

 

http://www.onr.org.uk/periodic-safety-review/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9242
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9242


Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will provide substantive answers to questions S4W-20574 and S4W-20575, 
which received holding answers on 2 May 2014. 

 (S4W-21755) 

John Swinney: I provided substantive answers to S4W-20574 and S4W-20575 on 19 June 2014. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Health and Social Care 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its policy is on charging people for (a) insulin pumps and (b) their necessary consumables. 

 (S4W-21579) 

Michael Matheson: NHS boards are expected to provide insulin pumps, and associated 
consumables, to patients who meet the clinical criteria, within a reasonable timescale and free of 
charge. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
level of charges it advises NHS boards to levy for (a) insulin pumps and (b) their necessary 
consumables, broken down by item. 

 (S4W-21580) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21579 on 25 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much each NHS board charges for (a) insulin pumps and (b) their necessary consumables, broken 
down by item.   

 (S4W-21581) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21579 on 25 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people were charged for (a) insulin pumps and (b) necessary consumables in 2013, broken 
down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-21582) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21579 on 25 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
funding it has provided to NHS boards to provide insulin pumps, broken down by (a) board and (b) 
year since 2011. 

 (S4W-21583) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Michael Matheson: Funding provided by the Scottish Government to NHS boards to support insulin 
pump therapy is set out in the following table: 

NHS Board 2012 2013 2014 Total 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran £274,885 £178,815 £160,125 £613,825 

NHS Borders £101,496 £91,700 £22,875 £216,071 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway £139,557 £64,190 £22,875 £226,622 

NHS Fife £84,580 £160,475 £22,875 £267,930 

NHS Forth Valley £148,015 £243,005 £137,250 £528,270 

NHS Grampian £236,824 £343,875 £201,300 £781,999 

NHS Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde £630,121 £687,750 £777,750 £2,095,621 

NHS Highland £126,870 £137,550 £219,600 £484,020 

NHS Lanarkshire £202,992 £403,480 £320,250 £926,722 

NHS Lothian £219,908 £536,445 £22,875 £779,228 

NHS Orkney £8,458 £18,340 £4,575 £31,373 

NHS Shetland £25,374 £18,340 £13,725 £57,439 

NHS Tayside £160,702 £174,230 £59,475 £394,407 

NHS Western Isles £0 £68,775 £18,300 £87,075 

Total £2,359,782 £3,126,970 £2,003,850 £7,490,602 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many requests it has received since 2011 from NHS boards for additional funding to provide insulin 
pumps, broken down by board. 

 (S4W-21584) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has not been approached by NHS boards with any 
requests for further funding for insulin pumps and consumables out with the national procurement 
exercises carried out in each of the last three years. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government which prisons provide psychological therapies as part of mental healthcare provision. 

 (S4W-21797) 

Michael Matheson: On 1 November 2011 responsibility and accountability for the provision of 
health care services transferred from the Scottish Prison Service (SPS) to the NHS and these services 
are now provided by the respective local health boards. As part of this transition, all prisoner health 
care records and mental health service management information also transferred from SPS to NHS. 

As such, the information requested in questions S4W-21797, S4W-21798, S4W-21799 and S4W-
21800 is not held centrally. 

A range of interventions and training is being delivered in prison settings. For example, NHS 
Education for Scotland deliver a five day practical skills training programme to equip clinicians 
(including nursing, social work, psychology and occupational therapy staff) with the skills to deliver a 
suite of low intensity psychological therapy programmes. 68 clinicians from across six sites attended 
this training during 2013-14. 

The National Prisoner Healthcare Network’s Mental Health Sub Group has identified issues relating 
to, and components considered essential to a successful model of prisoner mental healthcare. 

As part of our work to deliver the access to psychological therapies HEAT target, we have begun to 
look at what psychological therapies are being delivered in prisons, and whether boards could collect 
data on these. We do not have reliable data at this stage. 



We aim for the provision of mental health care for prisoners to be equivalent to care received by 
people in the community, taking into consideration the increased mental health needs of the prison 
population. We recognise that there is much work to be done to reach that position. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many prisoners have been diagnosed as requiring (a) mental healthcare provision 
and (b) specialist psychological therapy in each of the last three years, broken down by prison. 

 (S4W-21798) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21797 on 25 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx.  
This information is not held centrally. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how long prisoners wait on average to access (a) mental health treatment and (b) 
specialist psychological therapies, broken down by prison. 

 (S4W-21799) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21797 on 25 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
This information is not held centrally. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government which prisons’ mental health teams provide access to (a) nurses trained in cognitive 
behaviour therapy and (b) clinical psychology. 

 (S4W-21800) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21797 on 25 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
This information is not held centrally. 

Learning and Justice 

Annabelle Ewing (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, according to the figures published on 17 June, how many school leavers in Fife went on 
to positive destinations. 

 (S4O-3417) 

Alasdair Allan: 87.9 per cent of 2012-13 school leavers in Fife sustained a positive destination in 
March 2014, similar to the previous year but higher than for 2007-08, when only 83.4 per cent of 
school leavers in Fife were in sustained positive destinations. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason it is spending £623 less in real terms per pupil on education than it was in 2008-09. 

 (S4O-3418) 

Michael Russell: In cash terms, between 2007-08 and 2012-13, the resources within the Scottish 
Government’s control increased by 6.4%. 

Over the same period local government’s budget increased by 8.9% in cash terms demonstrating 
the strong financial settlements agreed with local government during challenging financial times. 

The real terms fall in spending by local authorities on education reported by the Accounts 
Commission on 19 June 2014 is a direct result of the austerity Labour and their colleagues in Better 
Together, the Tories and Lib Dems have inflicted on Scotland. Indeed the real terms fall in the Scottish 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Government’s revenue budget, after we protected health, is greater than the 5% seen in council 
education spending. 

 

Maureen Watt (Aberdeen South and North Kincardine) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress has been made on plans for a new secondary school at Bobby 
Calder Park in Cove in Aberdeen.  

 (S4O-3419) 

Alasdair Allan: I am pleased to inform the member that Bobby Calder Park has been identified by 
Aberdeen City Council as the location of the new secondary school to replace the existing Torry and 
Kincorth Academies, through the government’s school building programme, Scotland’s Schools for the 
Future. 

My officials and Scottish Futures Trust are working closely with the council and I expect this project 
to start construction next summer. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
ensure that local authorities will be given the full revenue and capital costs necessary to implement its 
early years and childcare initiative.  

 (S4O-3420) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government is committed to fully funding the agreed costs of our 
early learning and childcare policy. We have already committed significant revenue and capital funding 
to local authorities. Full details can be found in the Financial Memorandum and Supplementary 
Financial Memorandum for the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014. Local authorities 
have been notified of the allocation and distribution of this funding. 

We have proposed a further capital allocation of £61 million to local authorities for the additional two 
year olds who will become eligible from August 2014 and August 2015, and we continue to work with 
COSLA to agree a final sum. 

Transport Scotland 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with Connect Roads on (a) whether, (b) which and (c) when sections of the 
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route will open before the 2018 project completion date. 

 (S4W-21720) 

Keith Brown: The programme for delivery of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route, Balmedie to 
Tipperty was discussed at regular meetings with all bidders, including Connect Roads, as part of the 
procurement process. Sections discussed for potential early delivery, with all bidders, were the 
Balmedie to Tipperty section and Craibstone junction at Aberdeen International Airport. Discussions 
will now continue with Connect Roads to determine locations where early benefits can be delivered. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-21714 


