
Tuesday 24 June 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it will ensure that the 5% of the population who will not receive improved mobile and broadband 
connectivity by 2017-18 through the Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband programme will not 
continue to experience inadequate digital connectivity. 

 (S4W-21752) 

Nicola Sturgeon: There are a number of initiatives that will deliver improved broadband 
connectivity, including superfast broadband, to the final 5%. 

Community Broadband Scotland has a £5 million budget to work with remote communities to deliver 
local broadband projects in the final 5% of areas that will not be served by the Superfast Broadband 
programme. Scotland is also one of the pilot areas for the £10 million competitive fund across the UK. 
These initiatives will explore innovative technical and investment solutions to deliver broadband 
services in some of the hardest to reach areas. 

Scotland has been allocated a further £21 million to extend superfast broadband beyond the current 
predicted coverage levels. This money will be matched in Scotland, which will mean a further £42 
million will be available to increase the number of premises with access to superfast broadband. Work 
is ongoing at the moment to determine the best way to invest this money to deliver improved 
connectivity and maximum benefits for Scotland.  

We have committed to ensuring that premises that are unable to receive superfast broadband 
through these projects will have access to a minimum of basic broadband connectivity. 

In terms of mobile coverage, the commercial market is still investing in the roll-out of 4G coverage 
across Scotland. We expect this to provide widespread coverage over the next few years and 
therefore further intervention would be premature at this stage. We will review this when the impact of 
the commercial roll-out of 4G is clearer and the UK Government’s Mobile Infrastructure Project has 
been completed. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the economic impact on the fishing industry in (a) Scotland and (b) the 
north east of an independent Scotland not agreeing a common approach to fishing rights with other 
nations. 

Holding answer issued: 14 May 2014 (S4W-20912) 

Richard Lochhead: Scotland is one of Europe’s most prominent fishing nations and is at the heart 
of many complex and delicate international fishing agreements. It is therefore in the interests of the 
other member states that Scotland has a smooth transition to independent membership of Europe and 
agreement to common approaches such as fishing. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
legal advice it sought or received before the First Minister made his comments on fishing policy in his 
speech in Bruges on 28 April 2014. 

Holding answer issued: 14 May 2014 (S4W-20913) 

Richard Lochhead: The First Minister was simply explaining why it was in the interests of other 
member states that Scotland has a smooth transition to becoming an independent member state of 
Europe given the significant contribution Scotland makes to existing agreements involving many EU 
and non-EU nations. The current arrangements and agreements are dependent on Scotland's 
membership of the EU. 

 

  



Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
advice it sought from representatives of the fishing industry in (a) Scotland and (b) the north east 
before the First Minister made his comments on fishing policy in his speech in Bruges on 28 April 
2014. 

Holding answer issued: 14 May 2014 (S4W-20914) 

Richard Lochhead: The government engages regularly with the fishing industry on a wide range of 
issues. Engagement with the fishing industry on the benefits of independence continues. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
cost assessment it has made of implementing a policy of not allowing foreign fishing vessels access to 
Scottish waters in an independent Scotland. 

Holding answer issued: 14 May 2014 (S4W-20915) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government’s policy proposes Scotland's continuing membership 
of the EU following independence and therefore the scenario referred to in the question will not arise. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
would implement a policy of not allowing foreign fishing vessels access to Scottish waters in an 
independent Scotland. 

Holding answer issued: 14 May 2014 (S4W-20916) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20915 on 24 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the basis was for the First Minister’s assertion on 28 April 2014 that, if an independent Scotland 
did not assume EU membership, it could lead to “the fishing fleets of 12 countries being denied any 
access to Scottish waters and as a result, their access to Norwegian waters, which is also dependent 
on Scottish access”; what advice the First Minister received prior to making this comment, and from 
whom. 

Holding answer issued: 22 May 2014 (S4W-21065) 

Richard Lochhead: The First Minister made very clear that given Scotland’s prominent and central 
role in European fisheries it is in the interests of the other member states that Scotland has a smooth 
transition to independent membership of Europe. He also made the point that if Scotland is not in 
Europe then it’s not part of the Common Fisheries Policy so all of the existing international 
agreements that are in place would collapse in light of Scotland being the second biggest contributor 
to those delicate arrangements. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
if Scotland became independent, what expansion of personnel it estimates would be required to 
establish and run a separate directorate to deal with fisheries, and how quickly this could be in place. 

Holding answer issued: 22 May 2014 (S4W-21072) 

Richard Lochhead: While the future number of civil servants working in Scotland will be dependent 
on a number of factors, including decisions to be taken by the Scottish Government on the overall 
design and delivery of Scottish policies and services, appropriate resource allocation will be required 
and delivered between 18 September 2014 and independence day on 24 March 2016. 

 

  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions the First Minister had with the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment 
prior to the First Minister’s speech, Scotland’s Place in Europe, on 28 April 2014 regarding fishing 
fleets accessing Scottish waters if an independent Scotland failed to negotiate membership of the EU. 

Holding answer issued: 28 May 2014 (S4W-21113) 

Richard Lochhead: We do not envisage a situation where Scotland is not part of the European 
Union. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
legal advice it received prior to the First Minister’s speech, Scotland’s Place in Europe, on 28 April 
2014 regarding fishing fleets accessing Scottish waters if an independent Scotland failed to negotiate 
membership of the EU. 

Holding answer issued: 28 May 2014 (S4W-21114) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20913 on 24 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment had with the fishing industry 
(a) prior to and (b) following the First Minister's speech, Scotland's Place in Europe, on 28 April 2014 
regarding fishing fleets accessing Scottish waters if an independent Scotland failed to negotiate 
membership of the EU. 

Holding answer issued: 28 May 2014 (S4W-21115) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to questions S4W-20914 and S4W-21113 on 
24 June 2014. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s 
website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it had with the Norwegian Government prior to the First Minister’s speech, Scotland’s 
Place in Europe on 28 April 2014 regarding the potential for Scotland to deny fishing fleets access to 
Scottish waters if an independent Scotland failed to negotiate membership of the EU. 

Holding answer issued: 28 May 2014 (S4W-21116) 

Richard Lochhead: None, as we do not envisage a situation where Scotland is not part of the 
European Union. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
legal advice it received prior to the First Minister’s speech, Scotland’s Place in Europe, on 28 April 
2014 regarding denying fishing fleets access to Norwegian waters if an independent Scotland failed to 
negotiate membership of the EU. 

Holding answer issued: 28 May 2014 (S4W-21117) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20913 on 24 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
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Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the value is of fish caught by Scottish fishermen outwith Scottish waters, broken down by (a) type of 
fish and (b) region. 

Holding answer issued: 28 May 2014 (S4W-21118) 

Richard Lochhead: 

Landings by Scottish vessels, value, 2013 

Waters Demersal Pelagic Shellfish All 

EU (non-Scottish) £15,844,958 £10,022,195 £22,858,197 £48,725,349 

International £510,292 £1,626,621 £12,870 £2,149,782 

Norway £11,120,026 £5,264,861 £9,894 £16,394,781 

Scottish £111,751,980 £136,195,364 £114,378,141 £362,325,486 

Total £139,227,256 £153,109,040 £137,259,102 £429,595,398 

Source: Marine Scotland 
 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the impact would be of an independent Scotland denying foreign fishing fleets access to Scottish 
waters if it failed to negotiate membership of the EU on Scottish fleets that fish outwith Scottish 
waters. 

Holding answer issued: 28 May 2014 (S4W-21119) 

Richard Lochhead: We do not envisage a situation where Scotland is not part of the European 
Union. Were Scotland not in Europe then it would not be part of the Common Fisheries Policy and 
therefore all of the international agreements that are in place and built up over decades would collapse 
in light of Scotland being the second biggest contributor to those delicate arrangements. 

 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to the second supplementary to question S4O-03287 by Richard Lochhead on 29 May 
2014 (Official Report, c. 31578), what scientific advice it has received on the condition of sandeels (a) 
in the Northern Isles and (b) across Scotland. 

Holding answer issued: 23 June 2014 (S4W-21686) 

Richard Lochhead: A number of scientific studies suggest sandeel abundance in both the north of 
Scotland and across Scotland as a whole varies considerably from year to year, mainly due to the 
relatively short life cycle of sandeels, and only partly as a result of human activities. Fisheries 
measures across Scotland, including the north east UK closure and restrictions on coastal fisheries, 
have now minimised human impacts but populations still vary due to changes in the marine 
ecosystem. Some studies have suggested that climate change is a main reason for condition changes 
and Marine Scotland Science are investigating this. 

 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many licensed puppy farms there are in Scotland and how many breeding dogs they are licensed to 
hold. 

 (S4W-21703) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government does not hold information on licenced dog breeders 
or their licence conditions. 

Licences for breeding dogs are issued by local authorities under the Breeding of Dogs Act 1973, as 
amended by the Breeding of Dogs Act 1991 and the Breeding and Sale of Dogs (Welfare) Act 1999. 

 

  



Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance it provides to local authorities on the (a) licensing and (b) inspection of puppy farms. 

 (S4W-21704) 

Richard Lochhead: No guidance is provided by the Scottish Government to local authorities on the 
matter of licencing or inspection of dog breeders and their establishments. All requirements on these 
matters are clearly laid out in the Breeding of Dogs Act 1973, as amended by the Breeding of Dogs 
Act 1991 and the Breeding and Sale of Dogs (Welfare) Act 1999. 

However, in 2013 the Scottish Government animal welfare team worked with Fife Council to draw up 
a set of robust licence conditions under the Licensing of Animal Dealers (Young Cats and Young 
Dogs) (Scotland) Regulations 2009, to ensure the welfare of any puppies that may pass through a 
dealer. 

 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many prosecutions have taken place in the last five years for breach of the conditions of a licence to 
operate a puppy farm. 

 (S4W-21705) 

Richard Lochhead: In the last five financial years for which information is available from the 
Scottish Government Court Proceedings Database (2008-09 to 2012-13), one person was prosecuted 
in 2010-11 where the main charge was under the Breeding of Dogs Act 1973. 

It should be noted that court proceedings statistics are based on the year in which the person’s case 
is disposed of. People are counted once for each occasion on which they are proceeded against. If a 
person is proceeded against more than once on the same day, each proceeding will be counted 
separately. Where a person is proceeded against for more than one crime or offence in a single 
proceeding, only the main charge is counted. 

 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans it has to review the legislation relating to the operation of puppy farms. 

 (S4W-21706) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has begun an initial review of existing companion 
animal welfare legislation, including legislation on the breeding and sale of dogs, and intends to 
develop long-term options for further work in this area. 

Health and Social Care 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
proportion of the NHS budget has been spent on general practice in each of the last 10 years. 

 (S4W-21748) 

Alex Neil: The following table details primary medical service (PMS) expenditure over the last 10 
years. 

Primary Medical Service Expenditure (2003-04 to 2012-13) 

Financial Year 
Primary Medical Services 

(£million) PMS% of Total Operating Cost 

2003-04 
2004-05 
2005-06 
2006-07 
2007-08 
2008-09 
2009-10 
2010-11 
2011-12 
2012-13 

519.041 
628.444 
701.009 
698.398 
704.611 
701.000 
729.305 
741.398 
747.071 
756.016 

8.0% 
8.7% 
9.1% 
8.6% 
8.1% 
7.7% 
7.6% 
7.7% 
7.6% 
7.5% 



Information on primary medical services obtained from the published Scottish Health Service Costs 
Book. 

The table reflects that since 2003-04 there has been a cash increase of around £237 million (46%) 
in PMS expenditure and a real terms increase of around 17% over the period. 

Despite the challenging financial climate over the last five years, boards’ expenditure on PMS has 
remained broadly static – representing on average around 7.6% of total operating expenditure. 

Learning and Justice 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what materials and publications (a) it and (b) Education Scotland has approved 
or recommended to teach about same-sex marriage in primary schools since the Marriage and Civil 
Partnership (Scotland) Act 2014 came into force.  

 (S4W-21775) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and Education Scotland do not approve materials or 
publications for the teaching of relationships, sexual health and parenthood education. It is up to local 
authorities and schools to determine what are the best resources to use in their circumstances. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government which of the books recommended by Stonewall Scotland for use in primary 
schools (a) it and (b) Education Scotland has approved since the Marriage and Civil Partnership 
(Scotland) Act 2014 came into force. 

 (S4W-21776) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and Education Scotland do not approve books or texts 
for the teaching of relationships, sexual health and parenthood education. It is up to local authorities 
and schools to determine what are the best resources to use in their circumstances. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-21692 

S4W-21694 

S4W-21695 

S4W-21696 

S4W-21697 

S4W-21698 

 


