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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-21331 by Margaret Burgess on 6 June 2014, 
what information it has on how many of the demolished properties were built after 1945, broken down 
by local authority area.  

 (S4W-21679) 

Margaret Burgess: This information is not collected centrally by the Scottish Government. 

 

Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will take forward the policies and proposals in the finalised National Planning 
Framework 3 and Scottish Planning Policy. 

 (S4W-21868) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government is committed to achieving a high performing planning 
system in Scotland. Today, I have published the finalised National Planning Framework 3 (NFP3) and 
the Scottish Planning Policy (SPP). For the first time, Scotland has an up to date, forward looking and 
coherent national planning policy framework to guide development and investment across the country. 
I expect all of those involved in the planning process to work together in the coming years, to focus on 
the shared outcomes of NPF3 and the SPP and enable high quality development on the ground. 

Crown Office 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) warrants have been issued, (b) reports the Lord Advocate has received from the police, (c) 
people have been interviewed as (i) witnesses, (ii) suspects and (iii) accused persons, and (d) 
searches of (A) properties and (B) IT equipment there have been in connection with the Serious and 
Organised Crime Division’s investigation into the banking sector. 

 (S4W-21673) 

Frank Mulholland: It would not be appropriate to provide the information requested, as the 
investigation by the Crown Office and the Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) is still ongoing. This is a 
major investigation which is being carried out by the Serious and Organised Crime Division of COPFS 
in conjunction with other criminal justice agencies.  

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many staff are employed by the Serious and Organised Crime Division in connection with its 
investigation into the banking sector. 

 (S4W-21676) 

Frank Mulholland: The investigation is being conducted by the Serious and Organised Crime 
Division (SOCD) at the Crown Office. In addition to the legal and accounting expertise available within 
SOCD, assistance has been received from partner agencies and experts within the private sector who 
have particular skills in relation to forensic accounting investigations. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much the Serious and Organised Crime Division’s investigation into the banking sector has cost. 

 (S4W-21677) 

Frank Mulholland: The information sought is not available.  

 



Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a list of all transfers of funds between NHS boards in 2012-13, including funds 
transferred to the Golden Jubilee Hospital. 

 (S4W-21405) 

Alex Neil: In 2012-13, there was intra NHS board trading of approximately £1.2 billion, the majority 
of which related to service level agreements agreed between NHS boards. The Scottish Government 
does not hold any details centrally on these agreements, although NHS boards do report the total 
income received from other NHS boards in their annual accounts return. 

The National Waiting Times Centre NHS Board received £61.9 million from each NHS board broken 
down as: 

Income Received from: £000s 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 6,987  

NHS Borders (21)  

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 2,584  

NHS Fife 157  

NHS Forth Valley 2,063  

NHS Grampian 25  

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 23,971  

NHS Highland 1,886  

NHS Lanarkshire 9,800  

NHS Lothian 158  

NHS Orkney 15  

NHS Shetland 7  

NHS Tayside 119  

NHS Western Isles 566  

NHS National Services Scotland 12,432  

Scottish Ambulance Service 6  

NHS Education for Scotland 494  

The State Hospital 10  

NHS 24 613  

NHS Health Scotland 13  

Healthcare Improvement Scotland 52  

Total 61,937  

 

Aileen McLeod (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many medical consultants per 1,000 population there are in Scotland and what information it has on 
how this compares with Wales. 

 (S4W-21718) 

Alex Neil: Statistics published by the Information Services Department of National Services 
Scotland show the number of medical consultants in NHS Scotland is 0.86 per 1,000 population 
(4,596.9 whole time equivalent) as at 31 March 2014. 

However, the most recent published information regarding numbers of medical consultants per head 
of the population in Wales is as at September 2012. At that point there were 0.7 consultants per 1,000 
population in Wales with 2,289.8 whole time equivalent (wte) staff in post. For comparison, the number 
of medical consultants in NHS Scotland at that time, were 0.82 per 1,000 population with 4,373.4 wte 
staff in post. 

 

Aileen McLeod (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the real-terms increase in the resource budget of NHS Scotland is expected to be between 2010-
11 and 2015-16 and what information it has on how this compares with NHS Wales. 



 (S4W-21719) 

Alex Neil: Comparisons between countries are difficult as the classification of expenditure areas are 
different. For example in Wales, social services are included within ‘health and social services’ 
whereas in Scotland social services are included within local authority budgets.  

However the Nuffield Trust recently published their report A decade of austerity in Wales? The 
funding pressures facing the NHS in Wales to 2025-26 which reported that: 

‘Funding for the NHS in Wales fell by an average of 2.5% a year in real terms between 2010-11 and 
2012-13. Following an increase in 2013-14, funding is likely to continue to fall until 2015-16, when the 
total budget for the Welsh NHS is projected to be 3.6% lower in real terms than it was in 2010-11.’ 

This compares to the position in Scotland where the real terms increase in NHS Scotland’s resource 
budget between 2010-11 and 2015-16 is expected to be 2.2 per cent. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government under 
what circumstances it is deemed inappropriate for the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman to 
investigate an issue raised about a report from the Care Inspectorate. 

 (S4W-21734) 

Alex Neil: When the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman (SPSO) considers a complaint about the 
Care Inspectorate, they consider the process by which the Care Inspectorate reached a decision, 
rather than the actual issue that was complained about. For example, the SPSO can consider a 
complaint that the Care Inspectorate took an unreasonably long time to answer a complaint, did not 
follow their own procedures, were biased in the way they considered a complaint or did not take into 
account relevant rules and regulations. 

While the SPSO can investigate complaints about the Care Inspectorate itself, they are not part of 
the appeals process about care services or inspection reports. A person cannot appeal to the SPSO 
about a decision that the Care Inspectorate took in relation to a complaint about a care service and the 
SPSO cannot change decisions the Care Inspectorate have made, for example about quality grades 
or inspection reports. Full details are available on the SPSO’s website at: 
http://www.spso.org.uk/sites/spso/files/communications_material/leaflets_public/subject_factsheets/13
_05_31_Care_Inspectorate.pdf 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
processes and appeals mechanisms are available in addition to the Scottish Public Services 
Ombudsman for people wishing to challenge the Care Inspectorate. 

 (S4W-21735) 

Alex Neil: An individual who is affected by a decision of the Care Inspectorate may bring judicial 
review proceedings by way of a petition to the Court of Session. In judicial review proceedings, the 
court considers whether a decision has been properly made in public law terms (for example whether 
it is within the scope of the powers available and meets principles of natural justice) but does not 
consider the actual merits of the decision made or substitute its own view of what decision ought to 
have been taken. 

In addition, the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 gives service providers (or prospective 
service providers) a statutory right of appeal to the Sheriff in respect of decisions by the Care 
Inspectorate to; grant an application for registration subject to conditions which have not been agreed 
with the service provider; refuse an application for registration, cancel a registration, impose a 
condition or refuse an application for variation or removal of conditions. 

The Act also provides a statutory right of appeal to the Sheriff Principal in respect of a decision by 
the Sheriff to agree the Care Inspectorate’s application for emergency cancellation of a service 
registration. The Sheriff or Sheriff Principal may consider the merits of the Care Inspectorate’s 
decision and decide to uphold, quash or vary the decision originally taken. 

The Care Inspectorate has recently changed its procedure for complaints made against them 
referring these directly to the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman. 

 

http://www.spso.org.uk/sites/spso/files/communications_material/leaflets_public/subject_factsheets/13_05_31_Care_Inspectorate.pdf
http://www.spso.org.uk/sites/spso/files/communications_material/leaflets_public/subject_factsheets/13_05_31_Care_Inspectorate.pdf


Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on the extent of the powers available to the Care Inspectorate. 

 (S4W-21736) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is satisfied that the current regulation and enforcement powers 
of the Care Inspectorate are appropriate and allow it to discharge its statutory responsibilities, but will 
keep this under review. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will consider increasing the powers of the Care Inspectorate to include the option of heavier penalties 
for private care homes that fail to act on its recommendations. 

 (S4W-21737) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21736 on 12 June 2014. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Most care homes perform well and the Care Inspectorate have a range of enforcement powers to 
bring poorly performing homes up to scratch and safeguard residents. If improvements are not made 
the Care Inspectorate can apply emergency conditions, for example blocking new admissions, or 
issue formal improvement notices which homes must comply with or face closure. 

All care homes for older people are subject to annual, or more frequent if necessary, unannounced 
inspections by the Care Inspectorate to ensure that any concerns about standards and quality of care 
are addressed swiftly and effectively. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will consider making it a legal requirement for private care homes to publish their inspectorate reports 
on their websites. 

 (S4W-21738) 

Alex Neil: All registered services must make information of their registration accessible to service 
users and their carers. Inspectorate reports carried out by the Care Inspectorate are made widely 
available and are published directly to the Care Inspectorate website. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
proportion of the NHS budget it considers appropriate to spend on general practice. 

 (S4W-21749) 

Alex Neil: General practice, by means of their clinical decisions, affect such services as prescribing, 
direct investigations and unplanned admissions and in this way commit about 52% of total NHS 
expenditure. 

For the first time this year, health boards were required to complete a ‘strategic assessment of 
primary care’ as part of the annual local delivery plan process that will inform the measurable resource 
shift necessary to innovate in and strengthen primary care, recognising that across Scotland, health 
boards have different priorities, reflecting their geographic situation, current infrastructure and health 
needs. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on the Royal College of General Practitioners' campaign, Put Patients First: Back 
General Practice, and whether it plans to increase the proportion of the NHS budget spent on general 
practice. 

 (S4W-21750) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Alex Neil: General practice has an invaluable contribution to make in improving outcomes through 
more effective integrated care and management of patients and Scotland already leads the world in 
patient safety. It is vitally important that the individual needs of patients are at the centre of all that is 
being and will be done. The Scottish Government is pleased that the Royal College of General 
Practitioners’, through its ‘Put Patients First’ campaign, is in full agreement with this government’s 
20:20 vision for health and social care, putting primary care firmly at the heart of its ambition to ensure 
that people are able to live longer and healthier lives. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether a 
business regulatory impact assessment was carried out on the white paper on independence and, if 
so, whether it will publish its findings. 

 (S4W-21684) 

Nicola Sturgeon: A Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment (BRIA) was not required for 
Scotland’s Future: Your Guide to an Independent Scotland. The policies within the white paper will be 
subjected to scrutiny and assessment as they come forward for implementation and that would be the 
appropriate point at which BRIAs would be completed. 

The government of an independent Scotland will be able to create a more supportive, competitive 
and dynamic business environment. Future Scottish Governments will have the ability to make 
choices over tax, use measures to boost innovation and exports, promote good industrial relations and 
support small and medium enterprises. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether ministers 
decided that a business regulatory impact assessment was not required for the white paper on 
independence and, if so, on what basis. 

 (S4W-21685) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21684 on 23 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-21686 
S4W-21691 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

