
Friday 20 June 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
assistance it makes available toward the cost of flood defences for homeowners who have 
experienced repeated flooding. 

 (S4W-21668) 

Paul Wheelhouse: We are providing funding through the local government settlement for local 
authorities to continue to invest in major new flood protection schemes. 

Local authorities can apply for this funding on the basis of criteria agreed by the Scottish 
Government and COSLA. A total of £73 million was available in this spending review period, on top of 
the £53 million funding that was allocated to existing projects and included within local authorities’ 
General Capital Grant allocations. Local authorities are also free to allocate additional resources to 
flooding from within the overall funding provided to them by the Scottish Government and from within 
their own resources. 

While local authorities will continue to promote engineered schemes to help protect communities at 
risk from flooding, these cannot protect all properties and businesses. In future we will have to rely 
more heavily on building more resilient and better warned and informed communities that can take 
action for themselves. 

We know that property level protection products such as flood doors, automatic airbrick covers, non-
return valves for domestic and foul drainage systems are effective flood risk management measures; 
especially in areas that benefit from a flood warning scheme. For that reason we have recently 
commissioned a research project to find out more about the value of installing these products and to 
quantify the benefits they bring. The project will also assess how many properties in Scotland might 
benefit from property level protection products, survey people who own these products to get their 
views on the benefits and barriers. The research findings will help us develop our policy for building 
flood resilient communities. 

We are also supporting the public and others to take practical actions through our additional funding 
for the Scottish Flood Forum. 

Learning and Justice 

 Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress has been made on national pay bargaining for (a) merged and (b) 
further education colleges. 

 (S4W-21707) 

Michael Russell: A National Bargaining Development Group was established to consider the 
structure through which national pay bargaining will take place. The group concluded that national pay 
bargaining should operate through national joint negotiating committees. All parties, including the 
sector and trade unions, have endorsed this new bargaining structure for which Colleges Scotland will 
provide support. This committee has been asked to agree a new pay structure, which must have 
regard to equal pay principles for staff in the college sector. 

The first meeting of what is to be called the National Joint Negotiating Committee (College Staff) 
took place on 13 June 2014. 

 


