
Thursday 19 June 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to review the home report system. 

 (S4W-21646) 

Margaret Burgess: Prior to the introduction of the home report, Scottish Ministers gave a 
commitment to carry out a full policy review after five years of its operation. This review began with a 
public consultation on 5 December 2013. This consultation, which formed the first stage of the review, 
closed on 27 February 2014. All responses have now been analysed and the report published on the 
Scottish Government website on 7 May 2014. The report can be found at the following link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/05/2311 

The second stage of the review will take the form of a research study and focus groups. A research 
company has been appointed and this phase is now under way. The review is due to be completed by 
the end of 2014. 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the impact on churches, mosques and synagogues of the proposal to change the 
threshold for the water charges exemption scheme from £64,500 net income to £75,000 gross income 
per annum. 

 (S4O-03376) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The proposals that we set out in our consultation sought to design a new scheme 
within the £4 million cost of the existing scheme. The proposed scheme sought to remove some of the 
current criteria, in particular the 1999 qualification date. The proposed £75,000 represents the 
threshold below which charities can be offered full exemption within the current cost. 

I am aware of the important role all charities, including places of worship, play in our communities. I 
have had a large number of representations on this point and will take them into account when I make 
my final decisions on the income thresholds and the overall cost of the scheme which I hope to do 
soon. 

 

 Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with (a) Glasgow City Council, (b) the UK Government and (c) the European 
Commission on lowering nitrogen dioxide (NO2) levels, in light of the legal action by the European 
Commission in relation to air quality targets. 

Holding answer issued: 17 June 2014 (S4W-21576) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government contributed to the UK Government’s response to the 
European Commission’s Article 258 letter of formal notice on infraction proceedings. This response, 
which is still being considered by the European Commission, outlined the various actions being 
undertaken across the UK to ensure compliance with the nitrogen dioxide limit values as soon as 
possible. We have not to date had any direct discussions with the commission on this issue. 

The Scottish Government has not had any specific discussions with Glasgow City Council on the 
potential infraction case. We continue to work closely with all local authorities and other partners to 
further reduce levels of nitrogen dioxide and other air pollutants. 

Once the ‘missing link’ of the M8 between Baillieston and Newhouse, to the east of Glasgow, is 
completed, modelling indicates that compliance with the directive will be achieved. Transport Scotland 
estimate that this work will be completed in 2017-18. 

 

 Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
the report of the Independent Expert Commission on Oil and Gas will be published. 

 (S4W-21726) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/05/2311


Fergus Ewing: The date for the publication of the Oil and Gas Expert Commission report will be 
agreed between the commission and ministers. 

 

 Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will set out further details on how independence would enable it to reindustrialise 
the Scottish economy. 

 (S4W-21733) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government published Reindustrialising Scotland for the 21
st
 Century: 

A Sustainable Industrial Strategy for a Modern, Independent Nation on 13 June 2014. The report 
builds on the key theme of reindustrialising Scotland set out in Scotland’s Future and Building Security 
and Creating Opportunity: Economic Policy Choices in an Independent Scotland. The paper considers 
in more detail the potential policy opportunities that would only be available with independence to 
rebalance and diversify the Scottish economy, in particular through strengthening manufacturing, 
promoting innovation, and increasing trade and investment. 

Finance 

 Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether its commitment in the white paper on independence to increasing the minimum 
wage “at least in line with inflation” refers to the consumer price index (CPI) or retail prices index 
(RPI). 

Holding answer issued: 2 May 2014 (S4W-20574) 

John Swinney: Scottish Ministers would set up a Fair Work Commission and guarantee that the 
national minimum wage rises at least in line with the RPI after independence in order to protect the 
earnings of some of the lowest paid Scots. 

 

 Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether its commitment in the white paper on independence to increasing benefits and 
tax credits in line with inflation refers to the consumer price index (CPI) or retail prices index (RPI).  

Holding answer issued: 2 May 2014 (S4W-20575) 

John Swinney: Scottish Ministers would ensure that benefits and tax credits increase in line with 
inflation after independence to preserve their value in real terms and to avoid the poorest families 
falling further into poverty. Future Scottish Governments will be able to assess the most appropriate 
measure of inflation to apply in an independent Scotland in order to support these policy objectives. 

Health and Social Care 

 Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it 
is doing to support speech and language therapy. 

 (S4O-03384) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government recognises the important contribution speech and 
language therapists and other allied health professionals (AHP) make to the health and wellbeing of 
the people of Scotland. 

The National Delivery Plan for the Allied Health Professions in Scotland, 2012-2015 provides a 
strategic platform for all AHP activity and highlights the importance of supporting children with 
communication difficulties to access the curriculum and to achieve their full potential through 
partnership approaches and creative working across agencies.  

The national delivery plan also sets our out commitment to the development of a transformational 
children and young people’s AHP service plan linked to the Early Years Collaborative to meet the 
evolving needs of children and families due to be published at the end of 2014. 

 

 Alex Rowley (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government at what 
percentage of staffed bed capacity the Victoria Hospital in Kirkcaldy is operating. 



 (S4O-03386) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government does not routinely collect bed occupancy information at 
hospital level. 

The occupancy of acute beds across the whole of NHS Fife in the quarter ending December 2013 
was 85.1%, a reduction of 4.4 percentage points compared to the same quarter in the previous year 

However, NHS Fife has informed us that during the six month period from 1 December 2013 to 31 
May 2014, their data on acute bed availability and occupancy at the Victoria Hospital in Kirkcaldy was 
as follows: 

Available bed days – 95,545 

Occupied bed days – 84,338 

Rate of occupancy – 88.3% 

 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it considers 

that (a) the integration of health and social care is crucial to the financial sustainability of the NHS and 

(b) the general practice share of NHS spend should be restored to ensure that general practice has 

the resources to deliver critical services in partnership with social care, communities and the voluntary 

sector. 
(S4W-21671) 

Alex Neil: a) Integration of health and social care will play a key role in ensuring the ongoing quality 
and sustainability of health and social care in Scotland. 

We are integrating health and social care services in order to improve the quality and consistency of 
care, and to ensure that our systems of health and social care support people with the right care, in 
the right place at the right time. Integrated budgets, under the control of the new Integration Authorities 
established via the Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Scotland) Act 2014, will enable local integrated 
health and social care partnerships to put in place strategic plans for service provision that support 
local needs and priorities effectively and efficiently. 

b) The government’s investment in the NHS has continued to increase. £757 million was invested 
directly in primary medical services in 2012-13, an increase of 10% since 2006-07. I announced on 14 
March 2014 a further increase in investment for general practice for 2014-15 of £6 million, reflecting 
the invaluable contribution that general practice can make in improving outcomes through more 
effective integrated care and management of patients. 

In addition, for the first time this year, health boards are also required to complete a ‘strategic 

assessment of primary care’ as part of the annual Local Delivery Plan process. Within health boards 

these assessments will inform the measurable resource shift necessary to innovate in and strengthen 

primary care, recognising that across Scotland, health boards have different priorities, reflecting their 

geographic situation, current infrastructure and health needs. 

 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the impact on patient care of the reduction in funding for general practice from 9.8% of 
the NHS budget in 2005-06 to 7.8% in 2011-12. 

 (S4W-21672) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21671 on 19 June 2014. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

 Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on the inclusion of hepatitis C testing in Keep Well checks. 

 (S4W-21710) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Michael Matheson: Keep Well checks are mainly focussed on heart disease and its main risk 
factors such as blood pressure, cholesterol, smoking and diabetes, including wider lifestyle issues. 
Some NHS boards offer hepatitis C testing as part of the Keep Well check based on identified local 
population needs. 

Hepatitis C testing and diagnosis has significantly increased since the launch of the Hepatitis C 
Action Plan in 2006 and The Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Framework in 2011. 

Anyone who requires testing for hepatitis C can access this through their GP and testing is also 
available via a wide range of services (such as needle exchange and third sector services) targeting 
those who are at an increased risk of hepatitis C. 

 

 Aileen McLeod (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether patients will continue to be sent to other parts of the UK for transplant operations in the event 
of independence. 

 (S4W-21712) 

Michael Matheson: The NHS in Scotland is already fully devolved and independence will not 
change the way cross-border transplantation of organs is managed. The vast majority of transplants 
on Scottish patients are carried out in Scotland. The rare cases of transplants being undertaken 
outside Scotland are generally for specialised transplants such as lung, small bowel and paediatric 
procedures. The small numbers of these cases in Scotland mean we get better health outcomes by 
contracting with specialist centres. 

NHS Scotland fully pays for the transplants on Scottish residents undertaken elsewhere in the UK. 
These are arranged through NHS National Services Division (NSD) who commission transplant 
services for Scottish residents by contribution to the NHS England Specialised Commissioning Team. 
For lung transplantation and aftercare, a contractual arrangement, managed by NSD, is in place with 
the Freeman Hospital in Newcastle. These contractual arrangements would not change in the event of 
independence and we will continue to work collaboratively across the UK countries, reflecting similar 
arrangements elsewhere in Europe where multiple countries come together to support donation and 
transplantation across borders. 

In 2012-13 a total of 26 patients from Scotland received transplants in other parts of the UK. This 
compares with 333 transplants carried out in Scotland. 

 

 Hanzala Malik (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to raise awareness of the risks of hepatitis C among communities of (a) eastern European and 
(b) south Asian origin. 

 (S4W-21716) 

Michael Matheson: The Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Framework includes a number of 
priorities around awareness raising, including education for young people, and that work to promote 
awareness and understanding of hepatitis C should continue locally, regionally and nationally. 

The Scottish Government funds Hepatitis Scotland to provide information and raise awareness on 
viral hepatitis across Scotland. In the course of its work Hepatitis Scotland recognises the needs of 
specific communities and minority groups. In March 2013 Hepatitis Scotland, in partnership with HIV 
Scotland, held a free international conference on minorities, communities and blood borne viruses to 
look at these issues. 

There are many other more targeted activities being taken forward locally across Scotland to raise 
awareness in particular risk groups, but these will be in response to local need and will vary from area 
to area. 

Learning and Justice 

 Aileen McLeod (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will publish its response to the final report of the Commission for Developing Scotland’s Young 
Workforce. 

 (S4O-03385) 



Angela Constance: I will outline the Scottish Government’s initial response to Sir Ian Wood’s report 
on developing Scotland’s young workforce in a statement to Parliament on 24 June 2014. 

Implementing this important report forms a central part of our efforts to reduce youth unemployment, 
and we will work together with local government to achieve its ambitions. 

Transport Scotland 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what consultations it 
has had with the UK Government regarding the future of the East Coast Main Line. 

 (S4W-21662) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has not recently been engaged in any specific 
consultations regarding the East Coast Main Line, although it engages in general industry processes 
around the management of the line. It notes that Network Rail, who manage and maintain the line as a 
private sector not-for-dividend company limited by guarantee, will, on 1 September 2014, be part of 
the UK Government and an arm’s-length body of the Department for Transport. 

However, we have engaged fully with the UK Government on the future development of the InterCity 
East Coast franchise. 

 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the impact of the privatisation of the East Coast Main Line. 

 (S4W-21663) 

Keith Brown: Since the Railways Act 1993, several UK Government administrations have had the 
opportunity to reverse the decision to privatise the railways but have failed to do so. 

The Scottish Government has made numerous representations to the UK Government about the 
unfairness of its rail franchise legislation which prevents UK public sector organisations bidding whilst 
allowing those from Europe and elsewhere. Those representations have not been heeded. 

Following discussion with the UK Government, the invitation to tender for the InterCity East Coast 
franchise requires the franchisee to provide services to and from Scotland to, at least, their current 
levels. 

 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has made 
representations to the UK Government to ensure that services to and from Scotland will be retained at 
least at their current level following the privatisation of the East Coast Main Line. 

 (S4W-21664) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has discussed in detail with the UK Government the 
continuing need for the provision of services to and north of Edinburgh and notes that the specification 
of the InterCity East Coast franchise included within the invitation to tender requires the franchisee to 
provide services to and from Scotland to, at least, their current levels. 

 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has made 

representations to the UK Government that the East Coast Main Line should be retained in the public 

sector. 
(S4W-21665) 

Keith Brown: Since the Railways Act 1993, several UK Government administrations have had the 
opportunity to reverse the decision to privatise the railways but have failed to do so. 

The Scottish Government has noted the performance of East Coast Main Line Ltd, a public sector 

company, in delivering rail services and have made public its views, many times, on the restrictive 

nature of the Railways Act 1993 which precludes any United Kingdom public sector organisation from 

bidding to operate a railway service. However, no such barrier applies to state-backed organisations 

from Europe or elsewhere, a position we believe to be fundamentally unfair and constraining: it 



discriminates Scottish interests as well as those of the rest of the UK, and it is constraining because it 

restricts the range of options that are available for the operation of our railway services. 

 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on what issues relating 
to the East Coast Main Line it has been consulted and whether it expects that further consultation will 
take place. 

 (S4W-21666) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has been fully consulted by the Department for Transport 
as part of the InterCity East Coast refranchising process, and has presented its requirements of the 
new franchise, in partnership with the department, at the Bidders’ Awareness Day, marking the 
commencement of the franchising process. 

Scottish Government officials have also completed discussions with all companies bidding for the 
InterCity East Coast franchise, and will have further consultation with the Department for Transport on 
the content of those companies’ bids as they relate to Scotland. 

 


