
Monday 16 June 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 

Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government when it will publish the outcome of the work of the Island Areas Ministerial Working 

Group. 

(S4W-21759)

Derek Mackay: Empowering Scotland’s Islands Communities has been published today. Copies are 

available in SPICe - Bib number 55950. 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the 
water rates exemption scheme for charities will next be reviewed. 

 (S4W-21609) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21259 on 30 May 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
amend the water rates exemption scheme for charities to extend eligibility for it to those established 
after March 1999. 

 (S4W-21611) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The proposals for the exemption scheme are set out in the government’s 
consultation document at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9119.  

In this document, the government recognised that the ineligibility of organisations created since 
1999 is a shortcoming of the current scheme. It also proposed that such criteria should be removed in 
the new scheme to apply from 1 April 2015. 

Health and Social Care 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a list of all (a) national, (b) regional and (c) local managed care networks, set 
out the extent of the responsibilities for each and identify which NHS boards participate. 

 (S4W-21441) 

Michael Matheson: Information about the work of individual national managed clinical networks is 
available on the NHS National Services Division website at: 
http://www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk/services/nmcn/index.html. Information relating to parts (b) and (c) of the 
question is not held centrally. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
definition is of a clinical intervention.  

 (S4W-21557) 

Alex Neil: A clinical intervention is a treatment which will cure or improve a patient’s medical 
condition. This could be medicine, surgery, therapies, health promotion and other care provided by 
regulated health professionals. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
address anomalies in the administration of the Educational Maintenance Allowance (EMA) identified 
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by the Scottish Youth Parliament’s Care.Fair.Share Campaign that result in many young carers losing 
their EMA entitlement. 

 (S4W-21617) 

Michael Matheson: Following parliamentary question S4O-02985 answered on 6 March 2014, we 
have revised the Educational Maintenance Allowance (EMA) guidance documents with a particular 
emphasis on the need for flexibility for vulnerable young people, including young carers. This 
guidance is for local authorities and colleges and provides the flexibility within the scheme to ensure 
that young people do not lose out through no fault of their own. Further to this the Cabinet Secretary 
for Youth, Training and Women’s Employment, Angela Constance MSP and I wrote to directors of 
education and college principals to ask them to provide the necessary flexibility to enable young 
carers to access the EMA. 

All answers to oral parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website. The official 
report can be viewed at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8993 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
(a) funding and (b) bursary opportunities it will offer young carers who find it difficult to afford further 
education due to their caring responsibilities as highlighted by the Scottish Youth Parliament’s 
Care.Fair.Share campaign. 

 (S4W-21618) 

Michael Matheson: College students studying further education courses are being supported by 
record levels of student support, with investments of over £104 million this coming academic year. 
Young carers studying full-time further education courses at college can receive a Dependant’s 
Allowance of up to £53.03 per week if they have care, financial or legal responsibilities for an adult 
dependant. Each college also has a discretionary fund which is targeted to help students who have 
financial difficulties that might prevent them getting access to further education or from continuing 
their course.  

Under the Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Act 2013, local authorities have discretion 
to support young carers, including with a direct payment. 

I will be meeting with representatives of the Care.Fair.Share campaign on 25 June 2014 to discuss 
the work they are doing. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to alleviate the cost of travel for young carers between school, work and home to fulfil their 
caring and education duties. 

 (S4W-21619) 

Michael Matheson: The Young Scot National Entitlement Card gives one third off adult single fares 
on almost all local and long-distance buses in Scotland to 16-18 year olds or to full time volunteers 
under the age of 26. In addition, the card gives one third off most rail fares and 50% off all weekly or 
monthly tickets. Eligible Scottish islanders are also entitled to two free return ferry journeys to the 
mainland a year. The scheme is kept under review, but there are no plans at this time for any 
changes. 

Local authorities have discretionary powers to provide local concessionary travel schemes in their 
areas. The terms and conditions of each scheme are for individual authorities to decide taking local 
needs and circumstances into account. Most local authorities provide local travel concessions, but the 
modes of transport, which include ferries, rail and taxis, and concessions available, differ from area to 
area. 

I will be meeting with representatives of the Care.Fair.Share Campaign on the 25
 
June 2014 to 

discuss the work they are doing. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8993


Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it (a) supports and (b) treats women with borderline personality disorder, and what additional 
assistance is given to women prisoners with this condition. 

 (S4W-21623) 

Michael Matheson: NHS Education for Scotland have developed and been delivering two day 
workshops on mentalisation-based therapy (MBT) skills and awareness for staff in forensic settings. 
Staff from a range of disciplines, including nurses, psychologists, social workers, psychiatrists and 
occupational therapists have been equipped with a working knowledge of MBT which they will be able 
to put into use in their current practice. 

The Scottish Government and NHS Education for Scotland are working with NHS Grampian to 
develop capacity to deliver evidence based MBT in NHS Scotland. Through MBT Scotland, hosted by 
NHS Grampian, it will establish an MBT network to help clinical teams across Scotland establish the 
necessary skills and expertise to deliver MBT across complex groups, including personality disorder. 

The Scottish Government has made commitments in the Mental Health Strategy 2012-15 to 
improve services and address the challenges around mental health and offending. £158k is available 
over the three years from 2013 to 2016 to support the funding of these initiatives.  

The Mental Health Strategy for Scotland includes a specific commitment to build on the work carried 
out at HMP&YOI Cornton Vale by testing the effectiveness of training prison staff in a ‘mentalisation’ 
approach to working with women with personality disorder and women who have experienced trauma. 
The Scottish Prison Service (SPS) is working in partnership with NHS Lothian to test approaches to 
working with women with borderline personality disorder. Funding has been provided by the Scottish 
Government Mental Health Division to support a two-year pilot programme at HMP&YOI Cornton Vale 
and HMP Edinburgh with the aim of improving the care, treatment and support of women with 
personality disorders through the development of therapeutic relationships and environment. 

The SPS women offenders project team is also working in collaboration with Professor Lindsay 
Thomson, Chair of the National Prisoner Healthcare Network Mental Health Workstream to develop a 
model of care to meet the future management of women with high care needs, as part of the service 
planning work in progress for HMP Inverclyde. Additionally, HMP&YOI Cornton Vale is collaborating 
with a pilot intervention for women assessed with post-traumatic stress disorder, which will be 
delivered by a team lead by Professor Kevin Power, University of Stirling. SPS will continue to 
participate in the care programme approach in the management of restricted patients who may be 
accommodated in prison. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with NHS Blood and Transplant regarding introducing a national lung allocation 
system. 

 (S4W-21638) 

Michael Matheson: The allocation of organs is a highly complex clinical issue where we have to 
rely on expert advice. The Scottish Government contracts with NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) 
to develop organ allocation policies and NHSBT draws on the necessary expert advice to do this. It 
would not be appropriate for the Scottish Government to comment on such an issue. 

A sub-group of the Cardiothoracic Organs Advisory Group within NHSBT is currently reviewing the 
lung allocation policy to ensure that it delivers the best outcomes for all patients awaiting a transplant 
and I am assured that Scotland’s interests are appropriately represented by clinicians involved in that 
work. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on the findings of the Cystic Fibrosis Trust report, Hope for More: Improving access to 
lung transplantation and care for people with cystic fibrosis. 

 (S4W-21639) 

Michael Matheson: We welcome the publication of the recent report from the Cystic Fibrosis Trust 
and sympathise with cystic fibrosis patients and indeed everyone who is waiting for a transplant. I 



recently met with members of the trust to discuss the report and services for cystic fibrosis patients in 
Scotland. 

Of course, one of the most important factors in reducing the number of people who die while waiting 
for an organ to become available for transplant, is to increase the number of organs available. Over 
the last six years we have increased by 96% the number of organ donors in Scotland, and our 
Donation and Transplantation Plan for Scotland 2013-2020 sets out the ways in which we hope to 
continue to improve donation and transplantation in Scotland over the next few years. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 

publish the consultation on the draft Scottish Independence Bill. 

(S4W-21758)

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Independence Bill: a Consultation on an Interim Constitution for 

Scotland is being published today. 

The consultation document includes a draft Bill, which would be introduced to the Scottish Parliament 

following a vote for independence in the referendum. The draft Bill provides for Scotland to be an 

independent State and sets out an interim constitution which would apply from Independence Day until 

a permanent written constitution has been prepared by a Constitutional Convention. The consultation 

will run until 20 October 2014. 

The consultation document can be accessed online at: 

 www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/06/8135, as can a summary of the document, which can be 

found at: 

www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/06/7881. 

Copies of the consultation document have been placed in the Scottish Parliament’s Information Centre 

(SPICe) (Bib number 55965). A link to the online version of the document is also being sent to all 

MSPs. 

Transport Scotland 

 Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when the transport plan for the Armed Forces Day National Event in Stirling will 
be signed-off at ministerial level. 

 (S4W-21577) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has been working closely with Stirling Council to support 
their preparation of the transport plan and other aspects of the various events across Stirling’s ‘Big 
Weekend’. The most recent draft of this transport plan, as prepared by Stirling Council, was received 
by officials on 6 June 2014. 

The Armed Forces Day National Event is an event bid for and organised by Stirling Council. As 
such, signing-off a robust transport plan is a matter for Stirling Council rather than Scottish Ministers. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-21474 
S4W-21475 
S4W-21569 
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