
Thursday 12 June 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to the supplementary to question S4O-03284 by Fergus Ewing on 28 May 2014 (Official 
Report, c. 31474), what measures it is taking specifically to address the gap between the business 
start-up rates of men and women. 

 (S4W-21458) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government believes that supporting more women to set up and 
succeed in business is an economic priority. Building on the support already provided through our 
enterprise agencies and local authorities, we recently launched the Women in Enterprise Action 
Framework and are supporting its implementation with resources of £70,000. Projects supported 
include the Ambassadors Project featuring five high-profile female role models from different 
backgrounds, geographies and sectors to promote the opportunities for female entrepreneurs. This is 
in addition to the £50,000 we are providing for the Investing Women initiative designed to help female 
entrepreneurs to become investment-ready. 

In addition, the measures set out in the ‘Scotland Can Do’ Framework, developed with public, private 
and third sector partners, make clear our ambition and highlight the priority areas where we will jointly 
act to see Scotland become a world leading entrepreneurial and innovative nation for all. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who 
owns footway drainage channel covers on public adopted footways adjacent to dwellings and who is 
responsible for (a) their maintenance and (b) replacing them in the event of their theft. 

 (S4W-21555) 

Kenny MacAskill: Local authorities own and are responsible for maintaining gullies and drainage 
channels on public roads, footpaths and car parks. Missing or broken covers should in the first 
instance be reported to the local authority who will investigate and take appropriate action. If it 
appears that a cover has been stolen, and the matter is reported to Police Scotland, I would expect a 
note of a report of theft to be taken and commensurate investigation to take place to identify and 
report a culprit. 

The Scottish Government is supporting efforts to tackle all aspects of metal theft. Measures to 
tighten licensing requirements for metal dealers have been included within the Air Weapons and 
Licensing (Scotland) Bill that was introduced to Parliament in May 2014. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it expects police officers to take in the event that a theft of footway drainage channel 
covers from a public adopted footway is reported to them. 

 (S4W-21556) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21555 on 12 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it considers the oil revenue scenario for 2016-17 in the table on page 3 of 
Outlook for Scotland’s Public Finances and the Opportunities of Independence to be a cautious 
estimate. 

 (S4W-21559) 

John Swinney: The North Sea projections used on page 3 of the report Outlook for Scotland’s 
Public Finances and the Opportunities of Independence are based on robust analysis and draw on 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


external projections and assumptions. The projections use the latest industry assumptions about 
investment costs and production and assume that oil prices fall by 10% in real terms in the coming 
years. The government believes this to be a conservative estimate. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what an independent Scotland’s current budget balance would be in 2016-17 under 
scenario 1 from page 13 of the 3rd Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin. 

 (S4W-21564) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21558 on 12 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what an independent Scotland’s current budget balance would be in 2016-17 under 
scenario 2 from page 13 of the 3rd Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin. 

 (S4W-21565) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21558 on 12 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what an independent Scotland’s current budget balance would be in 2016-17 under 
scenario 3 from page 13 of the 3rd Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin. 

 (S4W-21566) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21558 on 12 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what an independent Scotland’s net fiscal balance would be in 2016-17 under scenario 1 
from page 13 of the 3rd Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin. 

 (S4W-21567) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21558 on 12 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what an independent Scotland’s net fiscal balance would be in 2016-17 under scenario 2 
from page 13 of the 3rd Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin. 

 (S4W-21568) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21558 on 12 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
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Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much Zero 
Waste Scotland has given to each local authority as part of its food waste programme and how much 
of the budget is still available for local authorities. 

Holding answer issued: 12 June 2014 (S4W-21460) 

Richard Lochhead: To support local authorities in introducing food waste collections as required by 
the Waste (Scotland) Regulations 2012, Zero Waste Scotland provided a £20 million fund. That fund is 
now fully committed, and awards have been made as set out in the following table: 

Local Authority Award (£) 

West Dunbartonshire 300,320.00 

Angus  147,077.00 

North Ayrshire  886,351.78 

Clackmannanshire  455,931.00 

North Lanarkshire  1,580,000.00 

Dumfries and Galloway  1,653,283.00 

Glasgow City  1,064,163.00 

East Dunbartonshire 806,619.00 

East Ayrshire  994,979.02 

West Lothian  897,537.33 

Aberdeen  1,124,360.00 

South Ayrshire  931,082.28 

Highland  957,541.17 

Aberdeenshire  1,573,936.00 

City of Edinburgh  2,704,961.00 

Falkirk  776,280.00 

Inverclyde   685,000.00 

Fife  636,715.51 

Renfrewshire  1,721,382.84 

Stirling  279,482.00 

Perth and Kinross  7,139.00 

Total*  20,184,140.93 

*The total is slightly over £20 million due to the refinement of spending profile between initial bids 
and final awards 

Health and Social Care 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when the new Peer Approved Clinical System will be operational and whether 
the transitional arrangements will continue in its place and remain financially supported by the Rare 
Conditions Medicines Fund. 

Holding answer issued: 11 June 2014 (S4W-21364) 

Alex Neil: Work is ongoing between the Scottish Government and NHS boards evaluating the 
financial implications of the new approach by the Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) and how the 
Rare Conditions Medicines Fund (RCMF) can best support an increase in SMC approvals under this 
new approach. This work is also looking at whether additional financial support, through RCMF, 
should support the transitional period from Individual Patient Treatment Requests to a Peer Approved 
Clinical System in 2014-15. I will provide the Health and Sport Committee, and the member, with an 
update once this work has concluded. The transitional period has provided useful feedback to the 
development of the new system which will be rolled out shortly alongside information to NHS boards 
on RCMF. 

 

  



Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much it contributes annually to (a) the Medical Research Council, (b) the National Institute for 
Health Research and (c) other similar bodies. 

 (S4W-21397) 

Alex Neil: In 2013-14 the Scottish Government, through the Chief Scientist Office (CSO), 
contributed £8.09 million to the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR). This allows Scottish-
based researchers to bid competitively for funding available through a number of the NIHR 
administered funding schemes. 

CSO does not contribute directly to the funding of the Medical Research Council or similar bodies, 
although occasionally contributes small amounts of funding to initiatives that are co-funded. However 
in line with UK agreements CSO also invests £42 million annually in the NHS to meet the additional 
costs of hosting research from these external funders of research. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much it has paid to allow female patients to be treated in secure units or hospitals in England in 
each year since the State Hospital ceased to provide such services. 

 (S4W-21400) 

Michael Matheson: NHS National Services Scotland manages the contract for high secure services 
in Scotland on behalf of NHS Scotland. 

The State Hospital, Carstairs stopped admitting female patients in 2008. The costs for female 
patients treated in high secure services in England are only available from 2011-12 and are as follows: 

2011-12 £236,970 

2012-13 £670,887 

2013-14 £676,321 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many (a) deaths and (b) age-standardised deaths from hepatitis C there have been in (i) Scotland 
and (ii) each parliamentary constituency in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-21421) 

Michael Matheson: Table 1 and 2 provide available data for liver-related deaths among those 
diagnosed with hepatitis C in Scotland, and by age group, for the period 2007 to 2012. Data on age-
standardised deaths from hepatitis C, and by parliamentary constituency is not available. Data for 
2012 are provisional as they are not yet published. 

Table 1: Number of liver-related deaths* among those diagnosed with hepatitis C in Scotland each 
year 2007-13: 

 
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012** 

 Scotland 117 116 144 140 157 141 
 * Deaths were defined as related to liver disease if the underlying cause of death was either (a) viral 

hepatitis, (b) liver cancer, (c) alcoholic liver disease or (d) non-alcoholic liver disease, or the 
contributing cause of death was either (b), (c) or (d).   
** Data for this year are provisional. 

Table 2: Number of liver-related deaths* among those diagnosed with hepatitis C in Scotland each 
year 2007-13, by age group: 

Age at death 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012** 
 < 40 years 23 21 16 21 19 27 
 40-49 years 46 47 65 54 61 43 
 50-59 years 31 39 41 41 46 38 
 >60 years 17 9 22 24 31 33 
 Scotland Total 117 116 144 140 157 141 
  



* Deaths were defined as related to liver disease if the underlying cause of death was either (a) viral 
hepatitis, (b) liver cancer, (c) alcoholic liver disease or (d) non-alcoholic liver disease, or the 
contributing cause of death was either (b), (c) or (d).   
** Data for this year are provisional. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish an evaluation of the impact of the Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus 
Framework. 

 (S4W-21422) 

Michael Matheson: The Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Framework sets out five high level 
outcomes the government wishes to see delivered. To support monitoring of progress against these 
outcomes the frameworks includes a range of detailed data indicators. When the current framework 
comes to an end in 2015, the Scottish Government will produce a report evaluating the progress made 
under the framework, based on these key indicators as well as reports on progress from NHS boards 
and other partners. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish its plans for dealing with hepatitis C after the expiry of the Sexual Health and 
Blood Borne Virus Framework in 2015. 

 (S4W-21423) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government will publish an updated framework in 2015, as a 
successor to the current framework. The new framework will retain the current high level outcomes, 
but will reflect relevant major developments, including changes in the hepatitis C treatment landscape. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps (a) NHS boards and (b) alcohol and drug partnerships are taking to (i) identify and (ii) treat 
people with hepatitis C in the (A) general population and (B) custody of the Scottish Prison Service. 

 (S4W-21424) 

Michael Matheson: In relation to the NHS, the testing, diagnosis and treatment of people with 
hepatitis C has been a government priority since the publication of the Hepatitis C Phase 2 Action 
Plan in 2008. This priority is maintained in the Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Framework, 
which specifically requires multi-agency partners in local areas to work together to deliver local 
strategies on early diagnosis and treatment of those infected. 

As a result of the government’s investment in these activities the cumulative number of individuals 
diagnosed with hepatitis C, and not known to have died, has increased from 18,638 in 2007, to 29,952 
in 2013. Likewise the number of people commencing hepatitis C therapy every year has more than 
doubled from fewer than 500 per year to over 1,000 per year. 

In relation to alcohol and drug partnerships (ADPS) the Scottish Government has worked in 
partnership with ADPs to strengthen governance and accountability arrangements and to develop and 
agree a set of core ADP outcomes and indicators. One of the national indicators that ADPs are 
expected to report against on an annual basis is the prevalence of hepatitis C among people who 
inject drugs. It is expected that ADPs will already be providing this information to their local community 
planning partnerships. 

A confidential blood borne virus service, incorporating hepatitis C, is available to all prisoners within 
the Scottish Prison Service. This service includes immunisations, testing and counselling, treatment 
and harm reduction awareness-raising. Around 580 prisoners have been tested for hepatitis C every 
year since 2010. The Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Framework highlights the importance of 
ensuring that around 10% of those initiated onto treatment every year are prisoners. This target has 
been met, with more than 10% of all treatment initiations in Scotland taking place in prison every year 
since 2009-10. 

 



Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people have been admitted to hospital with a (a) primary and (b) secondary diagnosis of 
hepatitis C in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-21425) 

Michael Matheson: Data on the number of people diagnosed with hepatitis C and admitted to 
hospital for the first time with end-stage liver disease (ESLD) or hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) 
between 2007 and 2012 are detailed in Table 1. Data for 2012 are provisional as they are not yet 
published. 

Table 1: Number of individuals diagnosed with hepatitis C in Scotland who have been admitted to 
hospital with ESLD and HCC and number of bed days associated with their stay for those with ESLD 
and HCC, 2007-2013: 

 
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012* 

First time hospitalised 
for ESLD and HCC 

 
123 131 148 148 153 147 

ESLD - End Stage Liver Disease 

HCC - Hepatocellular carcinoma 

* Data for this year are provisional  
 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what estimate it has made of the number of people diagnosed with (a) liver disease and (b) hepatitis C 
in each of the last seven years. 

 (S4W-21426) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Public Health Observatory publishes available information and 
data on chronic liver disease on its website: 
http://www.scotpho.org.uk/health-wellbeing-and-disease/chronic-liver-disease/key-points). 

Health Protection Scotland data for new hepatitis C diagnoses is detailed in Table 2.   

Table 2: Number of persons newly diagnosed with hepatitis C antibodies in Scotland each year 2007-
2013: 

 
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Persons newly 
diagnosed HCV 
positive

1
 

1549 
 

1613 
 

2020 
 

2110 
 

2327 
 

2009 
 

1903 
 

1
 source: Hepatitis C Diagnoses database, Health Protection Scotland  

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what estimate it has made of the number of people (a) infected and (b) diagnosed with viral hepatitis in 
each of the last seven years. 

 (S4W-21427) 

Michael Matheson: Table 1 and 2 provides the available data for hepatitis C and hepatitis B. 

Table 1: Number of individuals estimated to be infected with chronic hepatitis C and the estimated 
number diagnosed and living with chronic hepatitis C, by year 2007-2013*: 

 
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Number of people estimated to be infected 
with chronic HCV 

n/a 39,000 39,000 38,700 38,100 37,600 

Number of people estimated to be diagnosed 
and living with chronic HCV 

n/a 15,500 16,500 17,550 18,900 19,500 

* Source: UK Hepatitis C report 2013 

  

http://www.scotpho.org.uk/health-wellbeing-and-disease/chronic-liver-disease/key-points


Table 2: Number of individuals diagnosed with hepatitis B in Scotland each year 2007-2011, and the 
2009 estimate of the number infected with hepatitis B: 

 
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Number of adults estimated to be infected with chronic HBV* 

  
8,700 

  

 
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Number of people diagnosed with chronic HBV, not known 
to have died and not known to have since recovered 3,321 3,742 4,164 4,551 4,866 

* Source: Schnier C, Hutchinson SJ, Epidemiology & Infection 2014 (in press) 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what estimate it has made of the annual cost of hepatitis C-related outcomes. 

 (S4W-21428) 

Michael Matheson: In the course of developing the Hepatitis C Phase 1 Action Plan, Health 
Protection Scotland estimated the costs of the current and future burden of chronic hepatitis C disease 
on the NHS in Scotland. This work was completed in February 2007. 

Health Protection Scotland estimated that the annual health service costs associated with the 
monitoring, management and treatment of people with diagnosed chronic hepatitis C disease in 
Scotland was £11.8 million in 2005. This figure included £2.8 million for antiviral therapy for hepatitis 
C. 

The same work also estimated potential future costs, assuming uptake of hepatitis C antiviral 
therapy by around 1,000 former injecting drug users a year. In this scenario it was estimated that costs 
would rise to around £22 million in 2015, comprising around £13 million for the costs associated with 
the management of chronic hepatitis C disease and around £9 million for the costs of antiviral therapy. 
(These costs do not take account of inflation and were calculated based on 2005 prices). 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it is taking to improve prisoners' awareness of hepatitis C. 

 (S4W-21429) 

Michael Matheson: A study led by the University of the West of Scotland and published in 2012 
(Hepatitis C Prevalence and Incidence among Scottish Prisoners and Staff Views of its Management, 
Taylor et al), included an assessment of awareness raising activities within Scottish prisons. The study 
reported that a confidential blood borne virus service, incorporating hepatitis C (HCV), is available to 
all prisoners within the Scottish Prison Service. This service includes immunisations, HCV testing and 
counselling, HCV treatment and harm reduction awareness-raising such as awareness sessions 
regarding HCV (and other BBV) risk behaviour awareness training 

The report also concluded that the Scottish Prison Service “is to be congratulated for having 
introduced a comprehensive range of interventions…. designed to reduce injecting, prevent 
transmission of infection and provide treatment, care and support for those already infected with 
HCV.” 

The majority of prisoners at risk of hepatitis C infection within Scottish prisons are people who inject 
drugs (PWID) carrying out short sentences and who may also have been made aware of HCV through 
community based awareness programmes. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government (a) 
how many and (b) what percentage of prisoners (i) have received a hepatitis C test and (ii) were 
diagnosed with hepatitis C in each year since 2007 and what percentage of these (A) started 
treatment, (B) completed treatment and (C) were cured of the virus. 



 (S4W-21430) 

Michael Matheson: Data on the number of people in the prison setting who have received a test for 
hepatitis C and who were diagnosed is provided in Table 1 below, along with the annual total number 
of diagnoses in prison. The test data represent tests undertaken in NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, 
NHS Lothian, NHS Grampian and NHS Tayside.  

The number of chronically infected people initiated on hepatitis C antiviral therapy within the prison 
setting is provided in Table 2. These data are available by financial year only. These data indicate an 
increase in provision of therapy in this setting.  

Data on treatment completion and response to treatment are not available at this time for the prison 
setting. Table 1: Hepatitis C testing and diagnosis in the prison setting 2007-13: 

 
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Number receiving an 
HCV test in prison each 
year* 262 299 495 580 600 583 578 

Number newly diagnosed 
with HCV in prison in 
Scotland's four largest 
NHS boards 47 44 57 73 76 76 72 

Number newly diagnosed 
with HCV in prison in 
Scotland (All NHS 
boards)  72 55 92 96 104 94 98 

*HCV testing data currently only available for NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, NHS Lothian, NHS 
Tayside and NHS Grampian  

Table 2: Number of chronically infected people initiated on hepatitis C antiviral therapy within the 
prison setting, Scotland 2007-13: 

 
2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14* 

Number on 
HCV 
treatment in 
the prison 
setting 17 37 112 143 102 117 141 

Proportion of 
annual 
treatment 
initiations 
(%) 4 6 12 14 10 11 14 

* Data for this year are provisional. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many dedicated inpatient beds are available for child and adolescent mental health services and 
how many more are planned. 

 (S4W-21436) 

Michael Matheson: There are three regional CAMHS inpatient units in Scotland which provide 
inpatient facilities for a total of 42 children. 

The South East of Scotland is served by 12 beds in the Royal Edinburgh Hospital and provides 
inpatient facilities for Lothian, Fife and Borders. 

The West of Scotland is served by 24 beds in Skye House and provides inpatient facilities for 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde, Forth Valley, Lanarkshire, Dumfries and Galloway and Ayrshire and 
Arran. 

The North of Scotland is served by six beds in Dudhope House Dundee and provides inpatient 
facilities for Tayside, Grampian, Highland, Shetland, Orkney and Western Isles. From mid-2015 a 
further six beds will be available in Dudhope house. 



There are also a further nine beds for under 12s provided on a national basis at the Royal Hospital 
for Sick Children in Glasgow. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it expects to substantially eliminate the admission of children and young people to adult mental 
health units. 

 (S4W-21437) 

Michael Matheson: We are working with NHS boards to deliver commitment 12 of the Mental 
Health Strategy to reduce admissions of under 18s to adult wards, with a new commitment to reduce 
figures across Scotland to a figure linked to current performance in the South of Scotland area during 
delivery of the strategy timeframe 2012-15. To support this we have: 

Made a significant investment (£13.5 million from 2009 to 2014) to deliver faster access to specialist 
child and adolescent mental health services in the community; and in the CAMHS workforce which 
has seen the overall clinical workforce increase by 44% since 2008. 

We have with ISD and the CAMHS regional tier 4 network, developed a data set to track progress in 
developing intensive community treatment teams and how the adolescent inpatient units are working. 
We are continuing to work with the CAMHS regional tier 4 networks to ensure that tier 4 services for 
children and young people are operating effectively and safely. 

To meet the needs of children and adolescents, the North of Scotland are building a new 12 bed 
inpatient unit to replace the current 6 bed unit. This will increase the national bed base from 42 to 48 
beds, and improve the quality of the estate.  

There are some reasons why it may not always be possible for a young person to be admitted to a 
specialist child and adolescent bed, for example, a crisis admission out of hours where there are 
concerns for the young person’s safety, or where a specialist facility might be a considerable distance 
from family support that could help recovery. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what progress has been made on the programme that is studying screening for hearing loss in adults 
that is jointly funded by the Medical Research Council and the Chief Scientist's Office. 

 (S4W-21442) 

Michael Matheson: There is no programme on studying screening for hearing loss jointly funded by 
the Medical Research Council (MRC) and the Chief Scientist Office (CSO). 

The MRC and CSO jointly fund the Scottish Section of the Institute of Hearing Research which is 
located at the Glasgow Royal Infirmary. CSO funding for the institute is currently £368,172 per annum. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the proposed closures of salaried dental practices in (a) Lochmaben, (b) Newton 
Stewart and (c) the Dumfries Dental Centre, and what additional costs will be incurred by social work 
services in Dumfries and Galloway arising from the need to transport patients from (i) Lochmaben to 
Dumfries and (ii) Newton Stewart to Stranraer. 

 (S4W-21443) 

Michael Matheson: With access to NHS dental services improving it is appropriate for NHS 
Dumfries and Galloway to review their service provision in order to ensure routine dental care is 
provided by independent contractors where possible. 

It is recognised that some patients with complex treatment needs are not able to be seen by 
independent contractors. Patients with additional dental support needs in Dumfries and Galloway have 
typically been seen, and will continue to be seen, by the Public Dental Service at Dumfries Dental 
Centre and Galloway Community Hospital. 

 



Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many patients will be deregistered from their existing dentists and transferred to independent 
general dental practitioners if the NHS Dumfries and Galloway board passed proposals to close 
salaried dental practices in Dumfries, Lochmaben and Sanquhar. 

 (S4W-21444) 

Michael Matheson: As at 30 April 2014 the estimated number of patients at Dumfries Dental 
Centre, Lochmaben, and Sanquhar, in receipt of routine general dental services, was as follows: 

Dumfries Dental Centre 689 

Lochmaben 2,510 

Sanqhuar 2,136 

Registration with a NHS dentist will be maintained for all these patients. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what savings will be made by NHS Dumfries and Galloway as a result of the closure of dental clinics in 
(a) Newton Stewart, (b) Lochmaben and (c) Dumfries and what the justification is for these closures in 
light of the Scottish Government's policy to protect vulnerable patients and address health inequalities. 

 (S4W-21445) 

Michael Matheson: With access to NHS dental services improving it is appropriate for NHS 
Dumfries and Galloway to review their service provision in order to ensure routine dental care is 
provided by independent contractors where possible.  

The proposed changes are about migrating patients in need of routine dental care from salaried 
General Dental Services (GDS) to independent contractor GDS with a consequential shift in 
resources. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what public consultation has taken place in relation to the proposed closure by NHS Dumfries and 
Galloway of dental clinics in Lochmaben, Newton Stewart and Dumfries and for what reason patients 
were not consulted or informed of the proposed changes. 

 (S4W-21446) 

Michael Matheson: NHS Dumfries and Galloway are conducting an appropriate consultation of their 
proposals, and are currently welcoming patient feedback on their preferred option. 

The board developed a patient engagement plan in collaboration with the Scottish Health Council. 
Clinic staff, independent dental contractors and other stakeholders were consulted on proposed 
options regarding the future provision of routine General Dental Services from each clinic site. Patient 
information leaflets, posters and comment forms were also made available at each of the clinics 
explaining the options being considered and the preferred option. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the decision of the Chief Dental Officer to restrict the funding and the contract of 
a recently filled salaried dentist post in the Skye Dental Centre to one year and whether it has a long-
term commitment to provide dental services to patients on Skye. 

 (S4W-21447) 

Michael Matheson: The decision by the Chief Dental Officer was based on a request by NHS 
Highland to recruit a fixed term vacant salaried dentist post. This decision has no bearing on the 
Scottish Government’s long term commitment to NHS dental services in Skye. 

NHS Highland is currently formalising a strategy for primary care dental services. Recruitment to a 
fixed term post at this stage will provide flexibility in terms of planning. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the Broxden Dental Centre in Perth is reported to have, on some days, only one of 20 



dental surgeries in use; whether the policy to repatriate patients treated by the public dental service in 
Tayside to independent high street dentists has been driven by financial expediency, and to what 
extent patients have been involved in these decisions. 

 (S4W-21448) 

Michael Matheson: The Broxden Dental Centre in Perth will rarely run with one surgery. These rare 
occasions, when a single surgery emergency service is run, will be on public holidays over and above 
Christmas and New year, and on two occasions per year when NHS Tayside dental service have a 
board area-wide meeting. 

The decision to enable dental patients to be treated by independent dental contractors, rather than 
the public dental service, has been driven by the Scottish Government’s aim to improve access to 
NHS General Dental Services for people in Scotland, and for those services to be provided by 
independent contractors where possible. Changes in arrangements have been communicated to 
patients by NHS Tayside. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers that the investment of £7.6 million in the building of the Broxden Dental Centre in 
Perth in 2011 represents a sound investment given that it is reportedly massively underused. 

 (S4W-21449) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government does consider that the investment of £7.6 million in 
the building of Broxden Dental Centre represents a sound investment. 

It is not the case that Broxden Dental Centre is massively underused. It is the only Public Dental 
Service Clinic serving a population of more than 150,000 people in Perth and Kinross. It also carries 
out undergraduate outreach work, provides vocational training for young dentists unable to obtain 
positions in independent practice; caters for patients with special needs or requiring special care; and 
delivers Childsmile. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its long-term strategic plan is for NHS dentistry. 

 (S4W-21450) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government will continue to ensure that people who wish to have 
access to a NHS dentist, can do so. Over 4.4 million people across Scotland are now registered with a 
NHS dentist. This constitutes an increase of 1.8 million since March 2007. 

We will also continue to prioritise child oral health through preventative programmes such as 
Childsmile. The latest report from the National Dental Inspection Programme showed that almost 70 
per cent of P1 pupils have no obvious sign of tooth decay compared with only 44 per cent in 2003. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the privatisation of delivery of NHS dental services in (a) Sanquhar, (b) 
Lochside, (c) Dumfries, (d) Eyemouth, (e) Kirkwall, (f) Patna and (g) Dalmellington, given the 
assurances of the Deputy First Minister on 11 March 2012 that “As long as we are in charge, there will 
be no privatisation of the NHS in Scotland. Let me say loudly and clearly. Not here, Not now, Not 
ever”. 

 (S4W-21452) 

Michael Matheson: These services are not being privatised. Any shift in service provision from the 
Public Dental Service to independent contractors providing NHS dental services does not constitute 
privatisation. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason NHS boards are contemplating reductions in salaried dental services given that it is 
funding £25,000 recruitment allowances for independent contractor dentists. 



 (S4W-21453) 

Michael Matheson: There is a requirement on NHS boards to ensure that NHS general dental 
services are provided by independent contractors where possible, and are not duplicated by the Public 
Dental Service. 

The £25,000 recruitment allowance is only payable in the three island board areas, where 
recruitment has historically been challenging. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what estimate it has made of the cost of failing to treat a person with hepatitis C in the last seven 
years. 

 (S4W-21455) 

Michael Matheson: In the course of developing the Hepatitis C Phase 1 Action Plan, Health 
Protection Scotland estimated the costs of the current and future burden of chronic hepatitis C disease 
on the NHS in Scotland. This work was completed in February 2007. 

Health Protection Scotland estimated that the annual health service costs associated with the 
monitoring, management and treatment of people with diagnosed chronic hepatitis C disease in 
Scotland was £11.8 million in 2005. This figure included £2.8 million for antiviral therapy for hepatitis 
C. 

The same work also estimated potential future costs, assuming uptake of hepatitis C antiviral 
therapy by around 1,000 former injecting drug users a year. In this scenario it was estimated that costs 
would rise to around £22 million in 2015, comprising around £13 million for the costs associated with 
the management of chronic hepatitis C disease and around £9 million for the costs of antiviral therapy. 
(These costs do not take account of inflation and were calculated based on 2005 prices). 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
doctors left Scotland to work abroad in their Foundation Year (a) 1 and (b) 2 in each of the last five 
years. 

 (S4W-21462) 

Alex Neil: The information is not available in the format requested. 

Intake to foundation training is Scotland is 804 places, for years 1 and 2. No foundation trainee in 
Scotland can leave to do their foundation training abroad as Scotland has no arrangements to support 
Foundation Year (FY) training overseas. 

Information from the UK Foundation Programme Office for FY1 trainees leaving to do their FY2 
training overseas is:  

Year FY2 Training Done Overseas 

2010 60 

2011 57 

2012 48 

2013 23 

 
NHS Education for Scotland data from their post-FY2 destination survey is only available for the last 

three years. This indicates: 

Year Left the UK Left for England, Wales or N.Ireland 

2011 67 134 

2012 85 122 

2013 47 106 

Successful FY2 trainees leaving the UK will be a mixture of UK nationals going to the other countries 
to work for a year or so before returning, and overseas nationals e.g. from Singapore, Malaysia, 
returning home after completion of UK foundation training. 

 



Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its response is to the findings of the Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland report, The care 
and treatment of Mrs CD, which examined issues surrounding women in prison. 

 (S4W-21621) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government notes the Mental Welfare Commission’s report on 
The care and treatment of Mrs CD. 

In meeting commitment 19 of the Mental Health Strategy 2012-15 on improving how services 
respond to distress, a draft report on work to develop and test an approach which focuses on 
improving responses to distress will be published by NHS Tayside later this year. 

Responding to people in distress is one of five themes in the recently published Suicide Prevention 
Strategy (2013–2016). In addressing commitment 1 under this theme and building on the work in 
relation to commitment 19 above, we have arranged three stakeholder events, the next one being on 
24 June 2014 in Glasgow, to allow colleagues from a range of sectors to work through the challenge 
of improving responses to the underlying causes of distress in people for whom current practices are 
ineffective. 

Commitment 30 of the Mental Health Strategy: 2012-15 builds on the work at HMP Cornton Vale 
testing the effectiveness of training prison staff in a ‘mentalisation’ approach to working with women 
with borderline personality disorder and women who have experienced trauma. We have provided 
funding to support a two-year pilot programme at HMP & YOI Cornton Vale and HMP Edinburgh with 
the aim of improving the care, treatment and support of women with personality disorders through the 
development of therapeutic relationships and environment. The Scottish Prison Service (SPS) is 
currently reviewing how best to incorporate the concept of ‘mentalisation’ into the development of the 
SPS Framework for the Management of Women Offenders in Custody and the Staff Training Strategy. 

We have also committed to work with NHS Lothian to test an approach to working with women with 
borderline personality disorder in the community by extending the Willow Project in Edinburgh. We will 
use the learning from this to inform service development more widely across Scotland. 

Learning and Justice 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it ensures that, in accordance with the European Convention on Human Rights, police officers 
who have been found guilty of misconduct but who are not demoted or dismissed have a right to an 
independent and impartial tribunal. 

 (S4W-21366) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Police Service of Scotland (Conduct) Regulations 2014 and the Police 
Service of Scotland (Senior Officers) (Conduct) Regulations 2013 take into account the Advisory, 
Conciliation and Arbitration Service (ACAS) code of practice on discipline cases that should be used in 
all workplaces. The ACAS code of practice promotes fairness and transparency within workplaces, but 
officers have the right to seek redress to a finding of a misconduct process through an employment 
tribunal or judicial review. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason police misconduct hearings are only held internally, and what discussions it has had with 
Police Scotland regarding this. 

 (S4W-21367) 

Kenny MacAskill: Police misconduct hearings are held internally in line with the Advisory, 
Conciliation and Arbitration Service (ACAS) code of practice on discipline cases that should be used in 
all workplaces. In line with section 54 of the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012, the Police 
Service of Scotland (Conduct) Regulations 2014 and the Police Service of Scotland (Senior Officers) 
(Conduct) Regulations 2013 were consulted with the main policing stakeholders, including the Chief 
Constable of the Police Service of Scotland. 

 

  



Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of police misconduct hearings only being held internally, what protections are in place to ensure 
that they are conducted in a fair and impartial manner, and what discussions it has had with Police 
Scotland regarding this. 

 (S4W-21456) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Police Service of Scotland (Conduct) Regulations 2014 and the Police 
Service of Scotland (Senior Officers) (Conduct) Regulations 2013 take into account the Advisory, 
Conciliation and Arbitration Service code of practice on discipline cases that promotes fairness and 
transparency in all workplaces. In line with section 54 of the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 
2012, these regulations were consulted with the main policing stakeholders, including the Chief 
Constable of the Police Service of Scotland. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
which local authorities in Forth Valley have signed up to the No Knives, Better Lives campaign. 

 (S4W-21469) 

Kenny MacAskill: Clackmannanshire Council have been signed up to the No Knives, Better Lives 
programme since 2010. 

Latest crime figures recorded by the police show that the number of crimes of handling an offensive 
weapon, which includes knives, in the Forth Valley area (Clackmannanshire, Falkirk and Stirling 
Councils) has decreased by 32% for the period 2011-12 to 2012-13, a decrease of 55% since this 
government came into power. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-21076 by Kenny MacAskill on 22 May 2014, whether the money 
allocated to the Police Scotland budget can be subsequently reallocated by the force to CashBack for 
Communities or similar projects and, if so, what its position is on the appropriateness of the police 
making such funding decisions and not ministers. 

 (S4W-21471) 

Kenny MacAskill: The grant in aid allocated annually by Scottish Ministers to the Scottish Police 
Authority (SPA), and set out in the budget allocation and monitoring letter, is not ring-fenced. As that 
letter makes clear, Scottish Ministers expect the SPA and, through it, Police Scotland to use the 
resources to deliver the statutory policing principles and functions set out in the Police and Fire 
Reform (Scotland) Act 2012. The use of those resources must be in accordance with the agreed 
strategic plan, the terms of the Governance and Accountability Framework between the SPA and the 
Scottish Government, and any relevant guidance issued by the Scottish Ministers, in particular the 
Scottish Public Finance Manual. 

The Scottish Government does not expect Police Scotland to grant-fund projects that are directly 
funded by Scottish Government. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-21076 by Kenny MacAskill on 22 May 2014, what areas the money 
allocated to the Police Scotland budget cannot be subsequently reallocated to by the force and for 
what reason. 

 (S4W-21472) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21471 on 12 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Strategy and External Affairs 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it can provide regarding the First Minister’s recent visit to the United States. 

 (S4W-21723) 

Fiona Hyslop: Scotland Week 2014 was the most successful programme to date. The First Minister 
travelled to the US as part of Scotland Week 2014 to carry out an extensive programme of business 
engagements with top US companies, developing both new and existing relationships, featuring 1,075 
new and secured Scottish jobs for Glenrothes, Alloa, Renfrew, Glasgow, Kilmarnock and Livingston. 

The overall purpose of this year’s Scotland Week was to encourage economic investment and 
secure jobs for Scotland; promote VisitScotland’s Homecoming 2014 tourism campaign; and engage 
with a number of prestigious global institutions and key influencers to demonstrate that Scotland is 
open for business, promote strength and competiveness of Scotland’s key sectors. Key Highlights of 
the visit included announcing 1075 new and secured jobs for Scotland. 

Company Sector Jobs Location 

Portfolio Recovery 
Associates 

Credit management 397 Kilmarnock 

Ceridian Financial services 130 Renfrew 

Owen Illinois Glass packaging 328 (safeguarded) Alloa 

Kaiam Optical components 103 Livingston 

A J Gallagher Insurance 67 Glasgow 

National Oilwell Varco Oils and gas services 50 Glenrothes 

 

Leading a New York Scotland Week Trade Mission of 17 Scottish companies. Delivering a keynote 
address at the prestigious Bloomberg New Energy Summit declaring Scotland’s green energy 
ambition. The summit was also addressed by the US Secretary of Energy Dr Ernest Moniz, Jill C 
Anderson Chief of Staff of the New York Power Authority and Michael Bloomberg. 

Opening of renewable technology company Smarter Grid Solutions first overseas office. Smarter Grid 
Solutions has already won a contract to model and simulate microgrid applications for the New York 
metro area. The First Minister met with Chairman Robert Armour, CEO Gerry Docherty and CTO Bob 
Currie. 

Participating in an audience interview and Q&A hosted by the Wall Street Journal which was live 
streamed to over 1000 people, with the top three countries being USA, UK and Canada. 

Delivering the inaugural Caledonian Lecture, entitled ‘The Common Weal’, at Glasgow Caledonian 
University New York campus, the first university in the United Kingdom to open a campus in New 
York.  

Officially starting the annual Scotland Run where 10,000 people registered to participate in the 10k in 
Central Park which was covered by WNBC, WABC, WPIX and BBC. 

Addressing an event marking the 50th Anniversary of Edinburgh Napier University. 

Announcing sales by independent brewer Innis & Gunn increased by 9,000% and welcomed the US 
Government lifting the Scotch Beef ban for the first time in over 20 years. 

The First Minister undertook the following business meetings: 
Meeting with Ken Donnelly, Director Bank of America, Global Banking and Markets Risk; Suzanne 
Buchta, MD, Green Debt Capital Markets (Green Bond); John Lynch, MD, EMEA Sector Head, Energy 
Renewables; Alexandra Liftman, Global Environment Executive, Bank of America 

Meeting with Rupert Murdoch, Executive Chairman of News Corp and Chairman and CEO of 21st 
Century Fox 

Attended a meeting at Citibank HQ with Bill Mills, CEO North America and Alan S MacDonald, Chief 
Client Officer (he is also Vice Chairman of Citibank; Chair of Citigroup’s Pension Fund Committee; 
Chairman of Citigroup’s Private Equity Funds Committee and member of the Business Development 
and Business Practices Committees) 

Meeting with David M Cote, Chairman and CEO of Honeywell 

Meeting with Huntington Ingalls Pete Diakun Vice President of Energy Programs (also President of 
Newport News Industrial Corp. (NNI) and Newport News Energy); Mike Duman Program Director of 



Newport News Shipbuilding & Vice President, Newport News Energy); Tim Wilkins Founder, Paliria 
Energy 

Meeting with PRA UK Steve Frederickson – Chairman, President and CEO, Donald Redmond – Vice 
President, Government Relations 

Meeting with Arthur J Gallagher & Co. Alastair Hessett - Chief Accounting Officer Glasgow for Arthur 
J.Gallagher International/Giles Insurance Brokers and Douglas K. Howell - Chief Financial Officer 
Arthur J Gallagher & Co, Itasca, Illinois 

Meeting with National Oilwell Varco (50 new jobs announced): Clay C Williams - Chief Executive 
Officer 

Meeting with Ceridian Stuart Harvey - Chief Executive Officer and President of Ceridian Corporation 

  As the US is the largest inward investor into Scotland, it is important that we continue to build on this 
lucrative business relationship. The engagements undertaken as part of this programme have 
delivered tangible benefits to Scotland with more than 1,000 jobs announced, and I am confident we 
will see further investment in years to come. 

 

Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it can provide regarding the Minister for External Affairs and International 
Development’s recent visit to Canada and the United States.   

 (S4W-21728) 

Humza Yousaf: Scotland Week 2014 was the most successful programme to date. I travelled to 
Canada and the United States as part of Scotland Week 2014 to carry out an extensive programme of 
business engagements with top US and Canadian companies, developing both new and existing 
relationships. 

The overall purpose of this year’s Scotland Week was to encourage economic investment and 
secure jobs for Scotland; promote VisitScotland’s Homecoming 2014 tourism campaign; and engage 
with a number of prestigious global institutions and key influencers to demonstrate that Scotland is 
open for business, promote strength and competiveness of Scotland’s key sectors. 

Business engagements during my Canada visit included meetings to reaffirm Government support of 
expanded investment in Scotland and further develop relationships between Canadian companies and 
Scottish businesses. While in San Francisco, my business engagements highlighted entrepreneurship 
in Scotland, with a meeting at Stanford University underscoring the extensive collaboration between 
Stanford and Scottish universities exploring photonics and medicine. I also conducted a roundtable 
event at the Northern California World Trade Center with a focus on renewable energy and Scotland’s 
economic strength. A business meeting with Hewlett Packard underscored the Scottish Government’s 
long-standing commitment to HP as a strong economic partner. 

I conducted several courtesy meetings with provincial officials while in Canada, including the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier for Intergovernmental Affairs and the Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, to discuss mutually beneficial links between Scotland and 
Canada at the provincial level. I met with the Deputy Mayor of Vancouver to formulate stronger ties 
between Scotland and the City of Vancouver. 

My visit to Canada included several cultural engagements, including a visit to the Vancouver Art 
Gallery which highlighted the gallery’s Scottish connections, including to the Edinburgh International 
Art Festival, and its’ Myfanwy Macleod exhibition. I was also the Guest of Honour at the Victoria 
Highland Games Association Tartan Day Celebration and was photographed with iconic bagpipes, 
which will form part of the National Museums of Scotland Commonwealth exhibition, at the British 
Columbia legislature. 

In San Francisco, I visited Muir Woods and planted a Douglas fir sapling to celebrate Scottish-
American connections through John Muir, the father of American national parks; Homecoming 2014; 
and the John Muir Festival. I also visited the John Muir National Historic Site to unveil a plaque and 
met with representatives of the Sierra Club, an environmental conservation group. 

In addition, I spoke at Simon Fraser University’s Scottish Studies Centre, discussing the Year of 
Homecoming, Scotland’s future, and Canada’s appreciation of Scotland’s rich cultural heritage. 



Transport Scotland 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much has been spent on (a) repairing and (b) maintaining speed cameras 
in each of the last five years, broken down by local authority. 

Holding answer issued: 10 June 2014 (S4W-21354) 

Keith Brown: The eight Safety Camera Partnerships across Scotland provide the Scottish Safety 
Camera Programme Office with a projection of costs associated with maintenance for the following 
financial year. The partnerships are then allocated funding based on this projection, which may not 
reflect the actual cost of maintenance in that year. If the partnership does not spend its full allocation, 
funding can be recovered by the Scottish Government and reinvested in other safety camera activity. 

The following table sets out the financial projections for maintenance costs for the eight Safety 
Camera Partnerships over the last five years: 

Safety 
Camera 

Partnership 

2009-10 (£) 2010-11 (£) 2011-12 (£) 2012-13 (£) 2013-14 (£) 

Central 500 500 750 1,000 3,000 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 14,700 7,500 775 2,400 2,400 

Fife 6,600 5,000 2,325 1,580 2,080 

Lothian and 
Borders 92,000 81,000 97,172 98,866 70,340 

North East 18,551 18,332 20,740 22,912 12,744 

Northern 5,000 5,000 5,631 5,981 3,700 

Strathclyde 179,836 171,550 82,100 90,744 57,140 

Tayside 20,000 20,000 20,800 16,750 8,500 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many speed cameras have been (a) replaced and (b) repaired due to 
vandalism, and at what cost, in each of the last five years, broken down by local authority. 

Holding answer issued: 10 June 2014 (S4W-21355) 

Keith Brown: In the last five years, three of the eight Safety Camera Partnerships across Scotland 
have recorded incidents of vandalism to speed cameras. These are logged with the Safety Camera 
Programme Office on a partnership rather than a local authority basis. The number of incidents and 
associated costs are set out in the following table: 

Safety 
Camera 

Partnership 

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

Lothian and 
Borders 

1 incident 
£2,633   

1 incident 
£2,200 

5 incidents 
£12,668 

1 incident 
£1,444 

4 incidents 
£9,381 

North East 
- - - 

4 incidents 
£20,395 

1 incident 
£3,965  

Tayside 
- - - 

1 incident 
£4,064  - 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will publish its report on the viability of Glasgow Prestwick Airport and what the reason is for any delay. 

 (S4W-21415) 

Keith Brown: The Deputy First Minister will update the Infrastructure and Capital Investment 
Committee on the future of Prestwick when she appears before the committee on 18 June 2014. We 
will subsequently publish a document setting out a strategic vision for the long term future of the 
airport, our plans for investment, business development and the optimum operating structure required 
to take the airport forward. 

 



Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the local authorities in Ayrshire regarding the future of Glasgow Prestwick 
Airport and its report on the airport's viability. 

 (S4W-21416) 

Keith Brown: We have had regular discussions with South Ayrshire Council and a multi-agency 
group, which includes the three Ayrshire Councils, to monitor developments and to use their expertise 
to the benefit of the airport. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
plans to next deliver a ministerial statement on Glasgow Prestwick Airport.  

 (S4W-21417) 

Keith Brown: The Deputy First Minister has committed to providing the Scottish Parliament with a 
further update on progress at Glasgow Prestwick Airport at the Infrastructure and Capital Investment 
Committee on 18 June 2014. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will publish its comprehensive business plan on the future of Glasgow Prestwick Airport.  

 (S4W-21418) 

Keith Brown: The Deputy First Minister will update the Infrastructure and Capital Investment 
Committee on the future of Prestwick when she appears before the committee on 18 June 2014. We 
will subsequently publish a document setting out a strategic vision for the long term future of the 
airport, our plans for investment, business development and the optimum operating structure required 
to take the airport forward. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how its 
£5 million investment in Glasgow Prestwick Airport has been allocated. 

 (S4W-21419) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has provided Glasgow Prestwick Airport with £4.5 million in 
2013-14 and a further £1 million in 2014-15 to date, to cover the current cash deficit resulting from on-
going operations and necessary capital expenditure and to maintain sufficient working capital. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had regarding staff at Glasgow Prestwick Airport being paid at least the Living 
Wage.  

 (S4W-21420) 

Keith Brown: The senior management team at Glasgow Prestwick Airport has had considerable 
discussions with the relevant unions and agreed that the implementation of the Living Wage will be 
discussed as part of future pay discussions. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether there have been changes to airport staff terms and conditions since its buyout of Glasgow 
Prestwick Airport. 

 (S4W-21454) 

Keith Brown: No changes have been made to the terms and conditions of Glasgow Prestwick 
Airport staff as a result of the airports acquisition by Scottish Ministers. However, in the normal day to 
day running of Glasgow Prestwick Airport, the airport has changed the terms and conditions on an 
individual basis where people have moved positions or changed working hours. 

 



Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on any potential revision of the national 
concessionary travel scheme, in light of the City of Edinburgh Council’s decision to charge Scottish 
National Entitlement Card holders from outwith Edinburgh to use its trams. 

 (S4W-21552) 

Keith Brown: The national bus concessionary travel scheme is a national scheme, is for buses only 
and does not apply to local schemes such as the Edinburgh trams and the Glasgow Subway. Any 
decisions on tram concessionary travel are for the City of Edinburgh Council to take. 

It is possible for the City of Edinburgh Council to offer concessions to non-Edinburgh citizens if, as 
with the Glasgow subway, they come to agreements with other local authorities to do so. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to introduce the road equivalent tariff scheme on the Gourock-Dunoon ferry route.  

 (S4W-21570) 

Keith Brown: In the ferries plan we stated that we intend to roll out the road equivalent tariff (RET) 
to all lifeline services and where we are not responsible for those services we will discuss the 
appropriate form and timing of any roll out with those who are. Consideration of the implementation on 
the Gourock-Dunoon service is on-going. 

We are aware that introducing RET on the Gourock–Dunoon ferry route now would increase fares 
for a large number of users, due to the fact that while the advertised fares are higher than RET, many 
users are currently able to access fares that are lower than RET. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-21390 
S4W-21391 
S4W-21392 
S4W-21393 
S4W-21460 


