
Tuesday 10 June 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what increase in 
immigration it estimates would be necessary to ensure that pensions would be affordable in an 
independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-21321) 

John Swinney: Pensions are already affordable for Scotland. Total expenditure on social 
protection, which covers pensions and broader welfare spending has been lower in Scotland than the 
UK over the past five years. 

As set out in Scotland’s Future, this government would pursue a broader growth-based approach to 
boost working age population, increase labour market participation and improve productivity. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-21041 by Shona Robison on 15 May 2014, what areas will be targeted by the 
strategic action plan for LGBT equality, and how much funding it will provide toward its 
implementation. 

 (S4W-21334) 

Shona Robison: Areas for action regarding LGBT equality will focus on policy issues identified as a 
priority by the LGBT community in Scotland. 

In 2012-15, Scottish LGBT organisations were awarded over £2.3 million of funding for LGBT 
equality work by the Scottish Government. Longer term funding decisions aligned to the next spending 
round will be informed by the strategic approach developed. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Richard Lyle (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it will take forward the findings of its consultation on the water and sewerage charges exemption 
scheme for small organisations. 

 (S4W-21466) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21259 on 30 May 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Lyle (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on how changing the basis for eligibility for the water and sewerage charges 
exemption scheme for small organisations from net to gross income would impact on churches. 

 (S4W-21467) 

Nicola Sturgeon: An explanation of how the proposals for the exemption scheme were derived is 
set out in the consultation document. This is available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9119. Once a decision has been reached, a report 
on the consultation responses, and the responses where the consultees have given permission, will 
be published on the government’s website. 

 

Richard Lyle (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to make more money available to the water and sewerage charges exemption 
scheme for small third sector organisations. 

 (S4W-21468) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9119


Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21259 on 30 May 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Health and Social Care 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many patients 
from Scotland have made use of the Porton Down Rare and Imported Pathogens Laboratory in each 
of the last 10 years. 

 (S4W-21316) 

Michael Matheson: The number of samples sent to Porton Down Rare and Imported Pathogens 
Laboratory (RIPL) from Scotland since 2007 are shown in the following table. It has not been possible 
to provide pre-2007 data because of changes to how this information was collected at RIPL: 

Year Samples 

2014 429 

2013 1131 

2012 1185 

2011 851 

2010 2002 

2009 576 

2008 621 

2007 509 

RIPL is an internationally recognised reference laboratory offering reference diagnostic services for 
dangerous pathogens. RIPL provides specialist expertise and advice throughout the UK, Europe and 
worldwide. Scotland requests and pays for any testing currently carried out there on our behalf. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether (a) doctors, (b) dentists, (c) nurses, (d) midwifes and (e) other health professionals would be 
regulated by their current UK professional bodies if Scotland became an independent country. 

 (S4W-21395) 

Alex Neil: The regulation of all health professionals will become the responsibility of the Scottish 
Parliament after independence. The Scottish Government will seek to work in continued cooperation 
with Westminster and the devolved administrations, to ensure that health professional regulation is 
maintained in the best interests of patient safety and the consistent treatment of healthcare 
professionals. 

The Scottish Government will seek to maintain the current professional healthcare regulatory bodies, 
which are funded by fees from registrants, which will continue to operate in Scotland after 
independence. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the professional bodies that regulate (a) doctors, (b) dentists, (c) 
nurses, (d) midwifes and (e) other health professionals about whether they would maintain their role in 
an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-21396) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has confirmed in meetings and engagements with all the 
professional healthcare regulatory bodies that it is committed to continued four country working on 
healthcare regulation and it will seek to work in cooperation with Westminster and the devolved 
administrations, to ensure that health professional regulation is maintained in the best interests of 
patient safety and the consistent treatment of healthcare professionals through the current 
professional healthcare regulatory bodies. 

 

  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether an independent Scotland would be treated differently than the Republic of Ireland with regard 
to funding from UK (a) research councils and (b) medical charities, and what the reasons are for its 
position on this matter. 

 (S4W-21398) 

Alex Neil: After independence, this government will seek to continue the current arrangements for a 
common research area and funding through established research councils, as we believe that this 
would benefit both Scotland and the rest of the UK in supporting collaboration. 

Higher education research is internationally recognised and respected for its quality and its 
innovative and collaborative nature. The excellence of our universities and strength of the research 
base is reflected in Scotland’s success in competing for funding within the UK and internationally. 

This government plans to ensure that levels of public investment in university research are sufficient 
to ensure our researchers and universities remain internationally competitive, with current levels of 
government investment in university research (through the Scottish Funding Council and the research 
councils) at least maintained. In addition, Scotland would continue to secure competitive funding from 
a range of sources, including medical charities, reflecting the quality of our research base and the 
global reputation of our universities. 

Others support this view, for example, a spokesman from Cancer Research UK has stated that, “as 
we fund research in a number of Scottish Universities and there is an enormous amount of public 
support for our work, Scotland is an integral part of our charitable activities. It is in everyone’s interest 
to see this research continue, regardless of the referendum outcome. Decisions around cancer care in 
Scotland are largely taken in Scotland. We currently work closely with the Scottish Government on 
these.” 

There are a number of medical research charities that operate across both the UK and Ireland, 
including, for example, the Bone Cancer Research Trust. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the annual cost per patient has been at the State Hospital in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-21399) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. 

Operating costs for health boards are published annually by ISD, and can be found in ISD 
publication R100T–expenditure and activity figures for the last five years, for Scotland and each board: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Finance/Costs/File-Listings-2013.asp 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many GP practices have at least one GP who has had supervised training in a paediatric 
department for a minimum of six months. 

 (S4W-21406) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not available in the format requested. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it (a) has taken and (b) will take to provide education and training on head injuries for (i) 
NHS services in prisons and (ii) prisoners. 

 (S4W-21412) 

Alex Neil: While policies, frameworks and resources are provided by the Scottish Government, 
individual NHS boards are responsible for planning and funding services in their area and for securing 
the staff to deliver them. It is for NHS boards to determine their workforce requirements, including 
training, based on the clinical needs and service developments in their area. This includes prisons 
located in board areas.  

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Finance/Costs/File-Listings-2013.asp


NHS chief executives established the National Prisoner Healthcare Network (NPHN) to support 
delivery of a high quality, safe, effective and consistent service to prisoners, hosted by Healthcare 
Improvement Scotland. The NPHN has a number of workstreams and a clinical forum for GPs working 
in prisons is being explored, this will include the assessment of training needs. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment of a person’s brain injury history is carried out on admission to prison. 

 (S4W-21413) 

Alex Neil: All prisoners receive a health check and can also self-refer to the GP at the health centre 
in prison, as in the community. A prisoner would not receive any specific assessment, as with the 
general population. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many (a) male and (b) female prisoners admitted in (i) 2012-13 and (ii) 2013-14 (A) were 
assessed for, (B) were found to have, (C) were enrolled in any course related to and (D) completed 
any course in which they had been enrolled that was related to alcohol problems and how many were 
referred to community addiction teams on release. 

 (S4W-21414) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures 
that medical students are given posts in the NHS on qualifying. 

 (S4W-21464) 

Alex Neil: As part of the NHSScotland workforce planning process, and to ensure continuity of 
supply of trainee doctors to meet the future needs of NHSScotland boards, Scottish Ministers control 
the numbers of funded medical undergraduate and postgraduate training places in Scotland. This is 
an annual process based upon advice received from Scottish stakeholders who have considered the 
future supply and demand needs.  

All graduates of UK medical schools (whether UK domiciled, EEA or overseas students) are eligible 
to apply to do foundation training, in addition small numbers of applications are received from outwith 
the UK. Foundation training in the UK is managed on a UK basis through the UK Foundation 
Programme Office, and entry is a competitive process. Briefly, all applicants are ranked based upon a 
range of measures (performance in assessments, academic ability), and all applicants rank their 
preference for all foundation schools (Scotland is a school). 

As overall numbers of foundation places are controlled, the Scottish Government cannot guarantee 
every applicant a place and, in addition, applicants for posts must still satisfy the normal employment 
checks required by boards where trainees will work. However, in response to unprecedented numbers 
of medical school graduates from UK medical schools over the last two years, the Scottish and UK 
Governments have agreed to fund additional foundation training places in Scotland, to accommodate 
the anticipated extra numbers. We are keeping this situation under continual review, working with our 
UK partners. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it (a) ensures 
that doctors are in posts that are appropriate to their grade and (b) avoids doctors in a lower grade 
covering higher grade posts due to a lack of suitable staff. 

 (S4W-21465) 

Alex Neil: It is up to individual NHS boards to ensure that doctors are appointed to the appropriate 
grade in accordance with the relevant grading criteria and undertaking work appropriate to that grade. 



Grading criteria for doctors are set out in their terms and conditions of service. These have been 
agreed following negotiations with the Scottish Government, NHS employers in Scotland and the 
British Medical Association. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what weight is given to cognitive behavioural therapy in the provision of mental 
health services. 

 (S4W-21598) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is committed to creating a well-functioning mental 
health system, where all therapeutic interventions are based around the needs of the individual, and 
recognises the important role cognitive behavioural therapy (CBT) plays within this. 

NHS boards are working towards the HEAT target, ‘Deliver faster access to mental health services 
by delivering 18 weeks referral to treatment for Psychological therapies from December 2014’. CBT is 
one of the key psychological therapies delivered through this target. 

We have published The Matrix: a Guide to Delivering Evidence-based Psychological Therapies in 
Scotland on what treatments are effective for which conditions. There is an evidence base to show 
that CBT is effective in the treatment of a range of conditions, including anxiety disorder, depression, 
panic disorder, obsessive compulsive disorder, borderline personality disorder, eating disorders, and 
the management of chronic pain. 

Learning and Justice 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people would be needed to staff the security and intelligence agency proposed in Scotland’s 
Future: Your Guide to an Independent Scotland, and how long it would take to fully train them. 

 (S4W-21265) 

Kenny MacAskill: As indicated in Scotland’s Future, the exact size of a security and intelligence 
agency will be determined by the risks and threats that Scotland face. In the early years we will make 
a significant level of investment in appropriately resourcing the agency. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
incentives it would provide to Scots personnel employed by each of the UK security agencies to join 
the security and intelligence agency proposed in Scotland’s Future: Your Guide to an Independent 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-21267) 

Kenny MacAskill: Ensuring that Scotland is secure will be the primary responsibility of the Scottish 
Government, and the investment made in the agency, and our approach to recruitment and retention, 
will reflect that. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
the security and intelligence agency proposed in Scotland’s Future: Your Guide to an Independent 
Scotland, would participate in the multilateral intelligence agreement between the UK, the USA, 
Canada, Australia and New Zealand (the Five Eyes partnership) and, if not, what contingencies would 
be put in place to provide similar intelligence to that offered by the partnership. 

 (S4W-21268) 

Kenny MacAskill: As indicated in Scotland’s Future, the security and intelligence agency would be 
required to work with partners, both at home and abroad, to ensure Scotland’s national security. 

It will be in the interests of the rest of the UK and other partners to work closely with Scotland on 
security matters, including the sharing of intelligence. The new security and intelligence agency will 
have the appropriate security arrangement necessary to give assurance to international partners that it 
can receive and handle intelligence safely and securely. 

 



Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if the UK 
Government refused to share intelligence assets with the security and intelligence agency proposed in 
Scotland’s Future: Your Guide to an Independent Scotland, what action it would take to ensure that 
the country had an adequate provision of similar assets. 

 (S4W-21270) 

Kenny MacAskill: Scotland has a substantial existing capital stake in intelligence assets from our 
investment in the UK intelligence infrastructure. We would expect this investment to be recognised in 
the arrangements that are agreed with the UK as part of the independence settlement. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of what each tier (a) 1, (b) 2 and (c) 3 risk set out in A Strong Britain in an 
Age of Uncertainty: The National Security Strategy would be to the country if Scotland was to leave 
the UK. 

 (S4W-21271) 

Kenny MacAskill: An independent Scotland will be able to take a strategic approach to national 
security, underpinned by effective planning and investment across government. This will ensure 
appropriate responses to a range of identified threats. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland was to leave the UK, how much it would cost to (a) set up and (b) run an organisation similar 
to the UK (i) National Crime Agency and (ii) Joint Intelligence Committee. 

 (S4W-21272) 

Kenny MacAskill: Police Scotland currently investigates serious organised crime in Scotland and 
liaises with the National Crime Agency as required. As indicated in Scotland's Future, it will be in the 
interests of all agencies involved in combatting serious organised crime to continue this practical co-
operation following independence. 

Independence offers an opportunity to build a new model for security and intelligence, which is fit for 
the 21st century and which provides a proportionate means of ensuring Scotland’s national security. 
Setting up a new agency and government structure will allow us to do things differently, unconstrained 
by historical structures and precedent, and avoiding any barriers between different agencies or 
departments. Ensuring that Scotland is secure will be the primary responsibility of the Scottish 
Government, and an independent Scotland will be able to take a strategic approach to national 
security, underpinned by effective planning and investment made across government will reflect that. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how the 
security and intelligence agency proposed in Scotland’s Future: Your Guide to an Independent 
Scotland would work with Police Scotland. 

 (S4W-21276) 

Kenny MacAskill: In line with good practice, the security and intelligence agency would be 
independent of, but work extremely closely with, Scotland’s single police service, Police Scotland. 
There is already a long track record of close co-operation between the UK security services and the 
police in Scotland and this would continue to be the case with the security and intelligence agency.  

That close co-operation with agencies such as Police Scotland, other law enforcement bodies and 
the Scottish Government would help the security and intelligence agency, and the Scottish 
Government, to discharge their responsibilities to protect the security of Scotland, its citizens and its 
interests. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the (a) Scottish Court Service and (b) Police Service of Scotland 
regarding the future of the Stonehaven Sheriff Court building. 



 (S4W-21554) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Court Service considered the future of Stonehaven Sheriff and 
Justice of the Peace Court as part of their public consultation on the future structure of Scotland’s 
courts. 

In developing their proposals, the Scottish Court Service discussed the emerging findings of their 
analysis with both the Scottish Government and Police Scotland. The Scottish Government accepted 
the Scottish Court Service’s final proposals. Orders were laid and approved at the Justice Committee 
on 11 June 2013. 

The future of Stonehaven Sheriff Court building is an operational matter for the Scottish Court 
Service. Historic Scotland (which is an executive agency of the Scottish Government) was asked to 
reconsider the listing status of the building. Historic Scotland was assisted by the Scottish Court 
Service in this review. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on what 
date it will publish its response to the responsible dog ownership consultation. 

 (S4W-21575) 

Kenny MacAskill: The consultation ‘Promoting responsible dog ownership in Scotland: 
microchipping and other measures’ closed on 31 March 2014 with in excess of 2,000 responses 
received. The responses will be independently analysed and thoroughly considered and it is expected 
that an analysis report will be published during summer 2014. The views offered in response to the 
consultation will inform decisions by the Scottish Government about next steps in relation to measures 
to promote responsible dog ownership. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much it 
would cost to establish embassies and consulates for an independent Scotland, broken down by 
country. 

 (S4W-21387) 

Humza Yousaf: I refer the member to the answer to question S4O-02879 on 5 February 2014 which 
is available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/OfficialReport.aspx 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether, in the 
event of Scotland becoming independent, it would support a process of regularisation for migrants as 
part of the transition to a new Scottish immigration system. 

 (S4W-21388) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government has no plans to create a specific route for the 
regularisation of irregular migrants. 

Transport Scotland 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on what the procedure is for a harbour to be re-registered as a working harbour. 

 (S4W-21574) 

Keith Brown: There is no procedure for the registration of working harbours. 

Statutory harbours around our coasts operate under a variety of models either as harbour trusts, 
private or local authority operated. Each harbour is enabled and governed by its own unique 
legislation, which may be in the form of Acts of Parliament or orders made under the Harbours Act 
1964. 

Some harbours operate without having any statutory powers and may be owned by an operator or 
other body, such as a boat club or an individual or company. All harbours are expected to comply with 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/OfficialReport.aspx


the Port marine safety code and may be asked to confirm compliance to the Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency but this does not involve a registration process. 

 
 
The following questions received holding answers: 
 

S4W-21340 
S4W-21342 
S4W-21345 
S4W-21354 
S4W-21355 


