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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-20607 by John Swinney on 30 April 2014, how the proposals differ from the 
steps taken by it following publication of Diversity Delivers. 

 (S4W-21343) 

John Swinney: Following Diversity Delivers it was felt appropriate to establish a Public Bodies and 
Corporate Diversity Programme Board, to give a renewed focus to the diversity agenda and to build on 
the work done to date. This work is centred around providing strong leadership and influence and on 
delivering diversity through practical change to the appointments process. Practical measures 
undertaken so far have involved the use of increased outreach activity, streamlining our application 
processes and guidance and the use of social media to highlight opportunities. 

 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-19435 by John Swinney on 20 February 2014, how the Public Appointments 
Centre of Expertise measures the impact of its events and whether evaluations are carried out with 
attendees to assess that impact. 

 (S4W-21350) 

John Swinney: The Public Appointments Centre of Expertise uses a range of different evaluation 
methods to measure the impact of events. This is tailored to the type of event and its audience. This 
has included an increase in applications received following a particular event, increased interest from 
those with particular skills or experience, additional requests to be added to our mailing register for 
details of future opportunities and informal feedback from event attendees. Further work will be 
undertaken to ensure evaluation methods are robust and able to fully inform future action. 

 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-19438 by John Swinney on 20 February 2014, whether any training has been 
delivered to date. 

 (S4W-21351) 

John Swinney: Both diversity and unconscious bias training is available online to all Scottish 
Government employees through the Civil Service Learning portal. Although no diversity training for 
external selection panel members specific to this workstream has been delivered to date, plans are 
currently being considered jointly with the Commissioner for Ethical Standards in Public Life in 
Scotland to develop suitable training. The Public Bodies and Corporate Diversity Programme Board 
and stakeholders will consider the content and timing of this training to ensure that any investment 
made delivers results. 

 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-19438 by John Swinney on 20 February 2014, when the training will be 
delivered; for how many people; when will it be completed, and when it will be available across the 
public sector. 

 (S4W-21352) 

John Swinney: Both diversity and unconscious bias training is available online to all Scottish 
Government employees through the Civil Service Learning portal. Although no diversity training for 
external selection panel members specific to this workstream has been delivered to date, plans are 
currently being considered jointly with the Commissioner for Ethical Standards in Public Life in 
Scotland to develop suitable training. The Public Bodies and Corporate Diversity Programme Board 
and stakeholders will consider the content and timing of this training to ensure that any investment 
made delivers results. 



Enterprise and Environment 

 Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it has 
made of the cost per head of population of decommissioning North Sea oil infrastructure in the event 
of a Yes vote in the referendum. 

 (S4W-21288) 

Fergus Ewing: Decommissioning North Sea infrastructure will require significant investment by the 
industry, and a contribution in the form of tax relief from the government, however, the overall cost 
should be viewed in the context of the vast reserves estimated to remain in the North Sea. 

Most estimates suggest that the total cost of decommissioning activity in the United Kingdom 
Continental Shelf (UKCS) could be between £30 billion and £40 billion (in today’s prices) over the 
lifetime of the UKCS production. However, it is estimated that up to 24 billion barrels of oil and gas are 
still to be recovered from the North Sea, with a potential wholesale value of up to £1.5 trillion. This 
means that, by value, over half the North Sea’s reserves remain which provides huge opportunities for 
both the industry and for Scotland. 

In developing infrastructure and capability for successful decommissioning we will strengthen 
Scotland’s comparative advantage and position as world leader in this sector. If managed 
successfully, the North Sea oil and gas industry has the potential to become an international leader for 
decommissioning activity and expertise. 

 

 Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it has 
made of the cost per head of population of decommissioning the Hunterston B nuclear power plant in 
the event a Yes vote in the referendum. 

 (S4W-21290) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21293 on 9 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

 Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it has 
made of the cost per head of population of decommissioning the Torness nuclear power plant in the 
event of a Yes vote in the referendum. 

 (S4W-21291) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21293 on 9 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

 Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it has 
made of the cost of replicating the Nuclear Liabilities Fund in the event of a Yes vote in the 
referendum. 

 (S4W-21293) 

Richard Lochhead: The Nuclear Liabilities Fund is a Scottish registered company owned by the 
Nuclear Trust, which is a public trust under Scots law. The Nuclear Liabilities Fund holds investments 
for the purpose of providing funding to meet certain waste management costs and, in due course, the 
decommissioning liabilities of the eight nuclear power stations run by EdF Energy. The proportion of 
the assets that is held to provide for these costs for the two Scottish EdF sites, Torness and 
Hunterston B, would continue to be set aside for that purpose in the event of independence. It would 
be a matter for negotiation between the Scottish Government and the government of the rest of the 
UK what institutional arrangements would be put in place for the trust and fund following 
independence. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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 Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it has 
made of the cost of replicating the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority in the event a Yes vote in the 
referendum. 

 (S4W-21294) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government’s policy is that, in an independent Scotland, the 
decommissioning costs of Scotland’s three non-operational civil nuclear sites (Dounreay, Hunterston A 
and Chapelcross) will continue to be met from the public purse. Following independence, the precise 
division of civil nuclear assets and liabilities will be subject to detailed negotiation between the Scottish 
and Westminster Governments, working together constructively in the best interests of the people of 
Scotland and the rest of the United Kingdom, as set out in the Edinburgh Agreement. These 
negotiations will include the future arrangements for the responsibilities and functions discharged by 
the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority. The administrative costs of the authority are a small fraction 
of the overall costs of nuclear decommissioning. 

Health and Social Care 

 Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it does to support young carers through their education. 

 (S4W-21383) 

Michael Matheson: We have introduced a range of measures specifically to support young carers 
in education from primary schools through to further and higher education. These are complemented 
by local initiatives taken forward by our statutory and third sector partners. 

We funded the Scottish Young Carers Services Alliance (SYCSA) to produce an interactive training 
pack to identify and support young carers in primary schools. The SYCSA is also producing a 
secondary school pack due to be published and circulated shortly. We funded the College 
Development Network for a comprehensive workforce initiative in colleges to support young carers 
which I launched in May 2014. We are working with a range of organisations to help identify and 
support carers in higher education. We recently updated the guidance on the Education Maintenance 
Allowance (EMA) and wrote to the Directors of Education and College Principals to ask them to 
provide the necessary flexibility to enable young carers to access the EMA.  

Moreover, young carers are included within the scope of additional support for learning and Getting 
it right for every child. The provisions in the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 will apply 
to children with a wellbeing need which will include many young carers in education and we are 
considering the response to our consultation on carers’ legislation. 

 

 Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland was to leave the UK, whether it would maintain the names, identities and traditions of each of 
Scotland’s army regiments and infantry units. 

 (S4W-21275) 

Keith Brown: As set out in Scotland’s Future, the units of the Scottish army will carry on the names, 
identities and traditions of Scotland’s regiments, including those lost in the defence reorganisation of 
2006. 

 

 Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much funding it has provided to update police technology in each of the last three years, broken down 
by division. 

 (S4W-21306) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not hold information on the breakdown of funding 
provided to divisions for updating police technology. From 1 April 2013, the Scottish Police Authority 
has had overall responsibility for administering the budget for the Police Service of Scotland. 

 

 Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how prisoners’ 
private cash accounts are (a) monitored and (b) controlled. 



 (S4W-21326) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, chief executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“Prisoners’ private cash accounts are monitored and controlled in strict accordance with the Scottish 
Prison Service Financial Policy and Guidance Manual.  

Each prisoner has a record within the Scottish Prisons Information Network Prisoner Record 
Application (SPIN PR Application) showing the balance of cash held on their behalf along with the 
wages balance. All transactions relating to prisoner monies must be timely and accurately recorded on 
the SPIN PR Application. Prisoners may verify a printed copy of their individual financial record held 
within the SPIN PR Application on a periodic basis.” 

 

 Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
maximum single payment is that can be made into a prisoner’s private cash account. 

 (S4W-21327) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, chief executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“There is no maximum single payment limit regarding a prisoner’s private cash account across the 
Scottish Prison Service estate. However, local limits on money sent/handed in will be set at the 
discretion of the governor. As a result of there being no maximum single payment limit, as this is set at 
the discretion of the governor, the maximum amount of money a convicted prisoner may transfer from 
their prisoner private cash account to wages is £20 per week. Where it is deemed that receipts may be 
from an illegitimate source or may be used for an illegitimate purpose they will be withheld from the 
prisoner pending investigation. All concerns will also be raised through the establishment intelligence 
unit.” 

 

 Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the impact has been of the No Knives, Better Lives campaign roll-out. 

 (S4W-21380) 

Kenny MacAskill: Since 2009, No Knives, Better Lives has been rolled out in 11 local authority 
areas to challenge young people’s attitudes about carrying knives, the consequences of such and 
encouraging them to make positive life choices. 

Latest crime figures recorded by the police show that the number of crimes of handling an offensive 
weapon, which includes knives, in South Lanarkshire has decreased by 12% for the period 2011-12 to 
2012-13, showing a decrease by 53% since this government came into power. 

Since a national launch in May 2014, the No Knives, Better Lives programme has been extended to 
be available to all local authority areas across Scotland. Since this time the new improved No Knives, 
Better Lives website has recorded over 1,800 visits. 

Work will continue to engage with all local authority areas across Scotland to raise awareness of the 
No Knives, Better Lives programme, promoting wider engagement and collating intelligence about 
local current programmes/strategies to tackle knife crime. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether reprints of the white paper on independence will be updated to reflect the most 
recently published financial figures. 

Holding answer issued: 26 March 2014 (S4W-20129) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scotland’s Future is the most comprehensive blueprint for an independent 
country ever published. 

On 28 May 2014, the Scottish Government published its Outlook for Scotland’s Public Finances and 
the Opportunities of Independence report. This builds on the analysis in the white paper and its central 



conclusion that Scotland is a wealthy country that will start life as an independent nation with great 
economic prospects. The report is available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00451336.pdf 

 

 Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government from which directorate budget the costs associated with the white paper on 
independence are being met. 

Holding answer issued: 26 March 2014 (S4W-20130) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Costs associated with the white paper are being met from the Strategic 
Communications budget. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will provide substantive answers to questions S4W-20130 and S4W-20129, 
which received holding answers on 26 March 2014. 

Holding answer issued: 7 May 2014 (S4W-20804) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Answers to these questions were provided on 9
 
June 2014. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
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