
Thursday 5 June 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much it would cost to (a) set up and (b) run the vetting service for the security and intelligence agency 
proposed in Scotland's Future: Your Guide to an Independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-21269) 

John Swinney: The transition to independence provides a significant opportunity to improve and 
invest in public service delivery in Scotland. 

Scottish taxpayers already contribute to UK expenditure on reserved functions. The elected 
government of an independent Scotland will have control over all public expenditure in Scotland and 
will be able to take spending decisions which reflect the priorities and needs of a Scottish security 
vetting service. 

The size of the one off investment in systems and processes as a result of the transition to 
independence will be a small proportion of an independent Scotland’s total budget. Further information 
is available on page 345 of Scotland’s Future –Your Guide to an Independent Scotland. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
review whether greenbelt areas in West Scotland can be used for housing developments  

 (S4W-21324) 

Derek Mackay: Scottish Planning Policy (SPP), published in 2010, sets out the government’s 
planning policy in relation to the green belt. This requires that a review of specific greenbelt 
boundaries should be part of the development plan process led by the planning authority in the first 
instance. Planning authorities are required to keep their development plans under review, with the 
requirement that local development plans be replaced at least every five years.  

SPP is currently under review. The draft SPP, published for consultation in April 2013, also indicated 
that in reviewing development plans, planning authorities should identify the most sustainable 
locations for long term development, and where necessary review the boundaries of any green belt. 
The finalised SPP is due for publication on 23 June 2014. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-21041 by Shona Robison on 15 May 2014, who is involved with the 
development of the strategic action plan for LGBT equality, and when it will be launched. 

 (S4W-21332) 

Shona Robison: The four national LGBT organisations, Equality Network, LGBT Youth Scotland, 
Stonewall Scotland and the Scottish Transgender Alliance have participated in an initial scoping 
meeting to develop a strategic approach to LGBT equality work in Scotland. This work will be further 
developed through engagement with officials across key areas of the government where the action 
plan will impact. The plan will be launched in spring 2015. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-20607 by John Swinney on 30 April 2014, how the board will influence the 
private sector. 

 (S4W-21341) 

John Swinney: As previously answered in S4W-20607, a programme of activity is currently being 
developed by the Scottish Government, in conjunction with the programme board and stakeholders. 
Action plans and targets are still in the developmental phase. Connecting with users’ experiences and 
raising awareness amongst influencers will be key to the success of the programme. 

 



Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-20607 by John Swinney on 30 April 2014, what equality impact assessment 
was conducted to determine that the systems and processes are (a) appropriate and (b) likely to bring 
about change. 

 (S4W-21344) 

John Swinney: The Public Boards and Corporate Diversity Programme have the core aim of 
improving the diversity of public and private boards in Scotland. Activities undertaken to date have 
been informed by an analysis of the evidence relating to women and people from other under-
represented groups. We will continue to consider the equality implications of our proposed 
interventions, including any changes to systems and processes, throughout the life of the programme 
and will publish the results of equality results as appropriate on the Scottish Government’s website in 
due course. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-20607 by John Swinney on 30 April 2014, what powers the commissioner for 
ethical standards will have at the decision making stage. 

 (S4W-21346) 

John Swinney: Appointments to the boards of public bodies are the responsibility of Scottish 
Ministers and each minister will appoint the person he or she considers to be best qualified for the 
position, based on specific, published criteria. In making this decision, the minister adheres to the 
Code of Practice for Ministerial Appointments to Public Bodies in Scotland, issued by the 
Commissioner for Ethical Standards in Public Life in Scotland. The code sets out the principles on 
which all appointments are made: merit, integrity and diversity and equality. In addition, for many of 
those appointments regulated by the commissioner, a public appointments adviser, appointed by him, 
undertakes contemporaneous scrutiny of the appointment process to ensure these principles are 
upheld. Where the principles of the code are not upheld, the commissioner has the power to intervene. 
Depending on the circumstances, the commissioner may advise the appointing minister so that action 
can be taken to address the issue, or to report directly to the Scottish Parliament. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-20607 by John Swinney on 30 April 2014, how confident it is in the (a) 
robustness of the data-gathering process and (b) accuracy of the statistics mentioned in relation to the 
Practical Change strand. 

 (S4W-21347) 

John Swinney: (a) Diversity data for new appointments to regulated public boards have been 
collected at the application stage of the process for the last three years. Applicants are invited to 
complete a diversity monitoring form which contains ten questions. Each question includes a ‘prefer 
not to say’ option. For all existing board members who were appointed before 2011, diversity data was 
collected by means of an exercise carried out in 2013 which asked members to complete and return 
the diversity monitoring form. Therefore, all current board members have been asked to complete the 
diversity monitoring form, with the vast majority providing some or all of the information. The 
completion of the diversity monitoring form is voluntary, so we rely on the co-operation of the board 
members and applicants for new positions to provide accurate and complete data.  

(b) The accuracy of the diversity statistics for public boards depends on the level of non-responses 
(including those who selected the ‘prefer not to say’ option). The higher the non-response rate, the 
less reliable our statistics will be. In 2013-14, the response rates for applicants for new board positions 
was very high, with nearly 70% of applicants completing the whole form and a response rate of more 
than 90% for nine of the ten questions (the exception being the question relating to household income 
which had a response rate of just under 80%). Therefore, we would expect our diversity statistics for 
new appointments in 2013-14 to accurately reflect the true position. 

 



Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-20607 by John Swinney on 30 April 2014, for what reason diversity data has 
not been captured for members of the Public Boards and Corporate Diversity Programme Board. 

 (S4W-21348) 

John Swinney: Diversity data for those programme board members who are Scottish Government 
employees is captured on our electronic HR system. We are currently exploring methods of capturing 
this information for our non-Scottish Government employees on our electronic HR system. In addition, 
the Scottish Government does not publish sensitive personal data for numbers less than five to protect 
individual confidentiality. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-20607 by John Swinney on 30 April 2014, for what reason it has selected 
2025 as the year by which it should be broadly reflective of the Scottish population. 

 (S4W-21349) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government’s view was that 2025 was a reasonable target. It aims to 
balance being attainable and stretching, given the significant resource constraints on the organisation, 
such as a general presumption against external recruitment. These resourcing constraints have an 
impact on our ability to change the shape of the organisation. The timeframe also gives the 
organisation time to reflect on the 2021 census results. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what progress is being made on developing the tidal energy sector and creating 
electricity connections to the islands. 

 (S4O-3324) 

John Swinney: This government is determined to make the most of Scotland’s extraordinary tidal 
stream resource. We are leading the world in the development of marine energy technologies and will 
do all we can to maintain that lead. 

We are working hard with the enterprise agencies to facilitate the progress of the commercial tidal 
arrays planned for Scottish waters. We have consented MeyGen’s 86MW tidal stream array; provided 
£2.8 million for innovative projects designed to reduce the costs and risks of the first arrays; offered £3 
million for a ‘Marine Farm Accelerator’ to tackle common industry challenges; and Scottish Enterprise 
has launched a third round of WATERS research and development funding worth £6 million, to further 
develop wave and tidal energy prototypes. 

On islands transmission links, Mr Ewing and the island council leaders have impressed on Secretary 
of State for Energy and Climate Change Ed Davey the need to resolve some of the uncertainty about 
future support for the islands in its electricity market reform proposals. 

The Scottish Islands Renewable Project Grid Access Study published on 28 April 2014 has 
highlighted further possible ways to overcome the barriers to grid access. The Scottish and UK 
Governments will establish a delivery forum to overcome these challenges. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the success of the All-Energy Exhibition and Conference in (a) 2014 
and (b) previous years. 

 (S4W-21251) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government acknowledges the success of All-Energy in helping to 
drive the growth of Scotland’s renewable energy sector, and enhancing both Aberdeen and Scotland’s 
reputation as a global leader in renewable and low carbon energy. 

 



Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether any funding has been provided by (a) it or (b) Scottish Enterprise to the All-Energy Exhibition 
and Conference in (i) 2014 and (ii) previous years. 

 (S4W-21252) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government and its agencies are exhibitors at All-Energy. Other than 
exhibitor fees, at commercial rates, the Scottish Government and its agencies have not provided any 
funding for All-Energy in this or any other year. There are no plans to provide grant funding for the 
event in future years.  

The location for All-Energy is a matter for the organisers and host venues. As such, the Scottish 
Government and its agencies have not been involved in the decision to move the event from 
Aberdeen to Glasgow, and have not discussed this matter with either the organisers or the relevant 
local authorities. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether any funding will be provided by (a) it and (b) Scottish Enterprise to the All-Energy Exhibition 
and Conference in future years. 

 (S4W-21253) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21252 on 5 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what recent discussions (a) it and (b) Scottish Enterprise has had with the organisers of the All-Energy 
Exhibition and Conference regarding their plans for future years. 

 (S4W-21254) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21252 on 5 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what recent discussions (a) it and (b) Scottish Enterprise has had with local authorities regarding their 
plans for the All-Energy Exhibition and Conference in future years. 

 (S4W-21255) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21252 on 5 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it has 
made of the cost of financing coal-related liabilities in the event of a Yes vote in the referendum. 

 (S4W-21289) 

Fergus Ewing: There is not now and nor ever has been any specific budgetary provision for 
restoration of open cast coal sites. 

I established a cross-party taskforce to address the situation and also helped to create the Scottish 
Mines Restorations Trust, an independent charitable trust to assist local authorities in the restoration 
of these sites. Plans for the restoration of sites are a matter for agreement between the local authority 
and the operator. The councils are ‘calling’ the outstanding bonds to drive the programme of 
restoration forward; steady progress is being made in every council area affected and restoration is 
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underway in Dumfries and Galloway, Fife, South Lanarkshire and East Ayrshire. Restoration takes 
time, the sites are complex and all parties are working together constructively to move sites forward on 
a case by case basis often producing fresh and innovative approaches to the restoration of sites. I 
wrote to the UK Government on 17 September 2013 and again on 20 November 2013 requesting that 
over £15 million royalties collected by the UK Coal Authority for coal produced in Scotland be made 
available now to help fund the restoration of legacy open cast sites across Scotland. No substantive 
reply has yet been received. We are continuing to pursue this line of enquiry with the UK Government. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it can 
guarantee jobs for the 5,000 workers in Scotland’s civil nuclear supply chain in the event a Yes vote in 
the referendum. 

 (S4W-21292) 

Fergus Ewing: The strength of the civil nuclear supply chain in Scotland is underpinned by our 
world-class engineering expertise, notably at Doosan Babcock’s Renfrew operation and by the 
continuing pipeline of work that comes from Scotland’s two operating nuclear stations at Hunterston B 
and Torness and three non-operational sites at Dounreay, Hunterston A and Chapelcross. 

The policy of the Scottish Government is clear; there will be no nuclear new capacity built in 
Scotland irrespective of the result of the referendum. But, subject to strict safety requirements being 
met, we would not oppose extending the operating life of Scotland’s existing nuclear stations in order 
to maintain security of supply over the next decade while the transition to renewables and cleaner 
thermal generation takes place. 

In an independent Scotland the decommissioning costs of Scotland’s three non-operational sites 
(Dounreay, Hunterston A and Chapelcross) will continue to be met from the public purse, which will 
continue to support the supply chain to these sites. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it has 
made of the annual cost of renewable energy subsidies per head of population in the event of a Yes 
vote in the referendum. 

 (S4W-21295) 

Fergus Ewing: Linking production subsidies to population is a misleading comparison. Scotland’s 
share is related not to population size but to the huge amount of clean power produced here. Scottish 
renewable energy represents the most cost-effective means for the rest of the UK to meet its 
renewable energy commitments, consistently delivering between a third and two-fifths of the UK’s total 
renewable electricity generation, in return for around a quarter of the total subsidy. Moreover many 
major schemes, consented and proposed, which are or will be in receipt of subsidy or financial support 
are located elsewhere in the UK. 

As set out in Scotland’s Future, retention of the single GB-wide market for electricity and gas, with 
customers throughout Scotland and the rest of the UK meeting costs on an equitable basis through 
their energy bills, will help deliver stable prices and energy security both north and south of the border. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
replicate the Green Investment Bank in the event of a Yes vote in the referendum. 

 (S4W-21296) 

Fergus Ewing: The Green Investment Bank was established with funding from the Fossil Fuel Levy 
which was intended to support the development of renewables. We expect these funds to continue to 
be available across the UK to support renewables and green projects including in an independent 
Scotland. 

The future remit and operational mandate of the Green Investment Bank within an independent 
Scotland would be subject to discussions with Whitehall. 

 



Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether any funding has been provided by (a) it or (b) Highlands and Islands Enterprise to the All-
Energy Exhibition and Conference in (i) 2014 and (ii) previous years. 

 (S4W-21307) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21252 on 5 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether any funding will be provided by (a) it or (b) Highlands and Islands Enterprise to the All-Energy 
Exhibition and Conference in future years. 

 (S4W-21308) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21252 on 5 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what recent discussions (a) it or (b) Highlands and Islands Enterprise has had with the organisers of 
the All-Energy Exhibition and Conference regarding its plans for future years. 

 (S4W-21309) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21252 on 5 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what recent discussions (a) it or (b) Highlands and Islands Enterprise has had with local authorities 
regarding their plans for the All-Energy Exhibition and Conference in future years. 

 (S4W-21310) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21252 on 5 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Health and Social Care 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the costs for the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh lie within the range of other hospitals of similar 
size as set out in the Key Terms of the project agreement for the new Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh 
dated 11 October 2004. 

 (S4W-21361) 

Alex Neil: Under the terms of the project agreement the costs of the soft facilities management (FM) 
services within the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh (RIE) are benchmarked against the cost of 
comparable services within PFI/PPP and conventionally funded hospitals in the UK on a five year 
cycle. The benchmarking exercise in 2008 found the overall cost of the FM services to be in line with 
comparison sites. The NHS Lothian board accepted a recommendation from a benchmarking group, 
which included a staff side representative, to continue with the existing provider of FM services and 
not to insist upon a market test and tendering exercise of the soft FM services. 

In 2013, a significant reduction to the cost of the soft FM services at the RIE was negotiated. This 
reduced soft FM cost will be in place until the next benchmarking exercise, scheduled for 2018. 
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In addition, some earlier PFI projects, in particular the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary contract, have 
been refinanced, delivering an in-year benefit and a recurring saving of £1.5 million, together with 
contract improvements. 

Hard FM services are not subject to review within the contract, but NHS Lothian understands the 
costs to be average when compared to other contracts of this generation and size. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has regarding the (a) actual and (b) projected costs of the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh 
compared with other hospitals of similar size for (i) catering, (ii) domestic, (iii) portering, (iv) security, 
(v) materials management and (vi) facilities services for each (A) month and (B) year of the contract. 

 (S4W-21362) 

Alex Neil: Detailed cost information for the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh contract is held by NHS 
Lothian. The Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. 

I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21361 on 5 June 2014. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s web site, the search facility for which can be 
found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on the performance score awarded for (a) catering, (b) domestic, (c) portering, (d) 
security, (e) materials management and (f) facilities services provided by Consort at the Royal 
Infirmary of Edinburgh for each month of the PFI contract. 

 (S4W-21371) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government do not hold performance score information regarding the Royal 
Infirmary of Edinburgh PFI contract. Monitoring and managing performance on this contract is the 
responsibility of NHS Lothian, who hold the performance data on the contract. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
cost allowance was built into the contract for the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh between Consort and 
NHS Lothian for (a) catering, (b) domestic, (c) portering, (d) security (e) materials management and (f) 
facilities services, as set out in out in Key Terms of the Project Agreement for the New Royal Infirmary 
of Edinburgh, dated 11 October 2004. 

 (S4W-21372) 

Alex Neil: Initial costs for these services are as set out in schedule 17 to the project agreement. A 
copy of the project agreement is publicly available on NHS Lothian’s website at: 
http://www.nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk/OurOrganisation/KeyDocuments/Pages/RIE-PFI-Agreements.aspx 

Detailed cost information for these services is not held by the Scottish Government. Management of 
the contract is the responsibility of NHS Lothian, who hold the cost information on the contract. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on Consort’s responsibility to (a) self-monitor and (b) self-report compliance with 
performance criteria for the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, as set out in out in Key Terms of the Project 
Agreement for the New Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, dated 11 October 2004. 

 (S4W-21373) 

Alex Neil: Consort’s responsibilities regarding self-monitoring and self-reporting compliance with 
performance criteria are set out in clause 21 of the project agreement, which is publicly available on 
NHS Lothian’s website at: 
http://www.nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk/OurOrganisation/KeyDocuments/Pages/RIE-PFI-Agreements.aspx 

Management of the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh contract is the responsibility of NHS Lothian. The 
board takes a very active role in managing this contract. It has employed its own management team, 
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complete with auditors who carry out random checks on the facilities, with approximately 80 audits 
carried out every month. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the (a) robustness and (b) cost effectiveness of the processes in relation to 
Consort's responsibility to (i) self-monitor and (ii) self-report compliance with performance criteria for 
the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, as set out in out in Key Terms of the Project Agreement for the New 
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, dated 11 October 2004. 

 (S4W-21374) 

Alex Neil: Management of the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh PFI contract is the responsibility of NHS 
Lothian. 

In addition to the self-monitoring and self-reporting that is the contractual responsibility of Consort, 
NHS Lothian has established its own internal review team. There are around 80 random audits 
conducted monthly covering all the services. NHS Lothian is reassured that the self-monitoring aspect 
is relatively robust as there are only a few discrepancies when cross checking to the contract self-
monitoring performance. To review the performance NHS Lothian established the Score Card Review 
Group, a forum to check and verify performance. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on the deduction that can be applied to the (a) facilities services, (b) facilities 
maintenance and (c) ancillary services element paid to Consort for the maintenance of the Royal 
Infirmary of Edinburgh during the years of the PFI contract. 

 (S4W-21375) 

Alex Neil: Deductions that can be applied to payments are dependent on the applicable service 
score for any particular month. Details are as per schedule 14 of the project agreement for the 
performance banding, schedule 17 for ancillary services, and supplemental agreement 1 for the 
maintenance of the facilities services elements. In order to apply a penalty there has to have been a 
failure of service. Services are measured using key performance indicators. These are set out in 
schedule 8 of the project agreement. 

A copy of the project agreement is publicly available on NHS Lothian’s website at: 
http://www.nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk/OurOrganisation/KeyDocuments/Pages/RIE-PFI-Agreements.aspx 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
annual rent Consort has paid to NHS Lothian for the use of the Little France site in each year of the 
PFI contract for the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh. 

 (S4W-21376) 

Alex Neil: There is no rent contribution necessary from Consort or its service providers, as the 
board agreed a land lease with Consort prior to the project becoming operational. The terms of this 
lease are set out in schedules 1-3 of the project agreement, which is publicly available on NHS 
Lothian’s website at: 

http://www.nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk/OurOrganisation/KeyDocuments/Pages/RIE-PFI-
Agreements.aspx 

The lease is for 130 years. In accordance with standard PFI practice at the time, an annual rent of 
£1 has been paid by Consort under its lease. The hospital is sub-let back to NHS Lothian for its use 
also at an annual rent of £1. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has regarding the cost of insurance paid by Consort in each year of the PFI contract for 
the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh. 

 (S4W-21377) 
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Alex Neil: Responsibilities regarding insurances for the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh contract are 
set out in clause 26 and schedule 16 of the project agreement, which is publicly available on NHS 
Lothian’s website at: 
http://www.nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk/OurOrganisation/KeyDocuments/Pages/RIE-PFI-Agreements.aspx 

The insurance payment is an obligation on the project company to organise, and forms part of the 
unitary payment. Until recently NHS Lothian were paying a top up contribution. However, there is no 
such charge now as the board has agreed to a corporate Consort healthcare arrangement and this 
has reduced the policy cost considerably, and no longer requires a separate payment. 

The Scottish Government does not hold details of the costs of insurances paid for by Consort. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on dispute resolution processes that apply in the contractual relationship between 
Consort and NHS Lothian regarding the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh. 

 (S4W-21378) 

Alex Neil: The dispute resolution processes for the project agreement over the Royal Infirmary of 
Edinburgh are set out in clause 41 and schedule 21 of the project agreement, which is publicly 
available on NHS Lothian’s website at: 
http://www.nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk/OurOrganisation/KeyDocuments/Pages/RIE-PFI-Agreements.aspx 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will make it a requirement of any new GP contract that every practice has to respond to 
surveys from the Information Services Division in relation to NHS primary care. 

 (S4W-21409) 

Alex Neil: One of the key achievements this year with the GP contract was to reduce the workload 
associated with bureaucracy, and that will continue to be a priority for the Scottish Government, whilst 
any proposed changes to the existing GP contract will continue to be subject to negotiations with 
Scottish General Practitioners Committee. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what additional resources it has made available since December 2007 to (a) the primary care sector 
and (b) GP practices in disadvantaged areas to tackle health inequalities. 

 (S4W-21438) 

Alex Neil: Whilst statutory responsibility for the provision of healthcare services rests with health 
boards and it is for each board to put in place those services that best meet the needs of their patient 
populations. There is a strong alignment between practices in areas of deprivation and the Scottish 
Government about how to improve the links between primary care and wider health, social and other 
services in order to deliver 2020 vision. 

While we have some good examples of person centred, locality appropriate models of care, these 
have been driven by committed teams to address specific or local issues. We want to develop new 
integrated models of care at scale by converging our activity i.e. developing models of care that 
simultaneously improve person-centred care, improve team working around the needs of the 
individual, meet the needs of the locality, better address multi-morbidity, reduce inappropriate A&E 
attendance etc. 

For example the Links Worker Programme, that was launched in May 2014, is a Scottish 
Government funded programme which aims to explore how the primary care team can support people 
to live well in their community, made up of two inter-related interventions: the provision of a practice 
attached links worker, and the development by the practice team of a links approach. 

The Scottish Government through recognising the challenges in the national GMS contract in 
relation to practices whose patients face the greatest inequalities have also significantly altered the 
2014-15 GMS contract to free those practitioners up to devote more time to the complex problems that 
their patients face. 

http://www.nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk/OurOrganisation/KeyDocuments/Pages/RIE-PFI-Agreements.aspx
http://www.nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk/OurOrganisation/KeyDocuments/Pages/RIE-PFI-Agreements.aspx


The Scottish Government is also achieving a greater focus on targeting resources to most deprived 
areas by two routes. Firstly through better linking planning between NHS boards and local authorities 
through the community planning process and secondly we are ensuring our strategies have a clear 
focus on tackling inequalities. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what consideration it has given since December 2007 to whether areas of the GP contract do not 
reflect the additional needs of GP practices in disadvantaged communities; whether it has identified 
such areas and, if so, what action has been taken. 

 (S4W-21440) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21438 on 5 June 2014. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which 
can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what changes it has made since December 2007 to the Minimum Practice Income Guarantee and 
Quality Outcomes Framework for GPs to ensure that the distribution of existing and future resources 
better reflects the balance of workload required to tackle health inequalities. 

 (S4W-21457) 

Alex Neil: All changes to the Quality and Outcomes Framework and to the Minimum Practice 
Income Guarantee are made following consultation with GP representatives, and take into account the 
impact on the whole of general practice. 

A review of the current Scottish Allocation Formula and variability of funding will be taken forward 
over the next few years, in consultation with the Scottish General Practitioners Committee, including 
agreeing any changes required to take better account of deprivation. The aim is to create a stable 
funding environment for the whole of general practice with a focus on moving towards the 2020 vision 
and strengthening primary health care teams in and around GP practices; addressing issues relating 
to caring for elderly/ deprived/rural populations. 

The GP contract agreement for 2014-15 will also see a shift of around £36 million funding from the 
Quality Outcomes Framework into the core contract, to provide more funding stability for practices, 
removing bureaucracy and freeing up more GP time to spend on face to face patient care. 

Learning and Justice 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what funding is 
available for youth (a) employment initiatives and (b) job creation. 

 (S4W-21246) 

Angela Constance: The Budget Bill for financial year 2014-15 was published on 16 January 2014. 
The progress of the Bill and all relevant documents can be found on the: Budget (Scotland) (No.3) Bill 
page. Scottish Government funding available for employment initiatives and job creation are contained 
within budget level 3: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/01/6802  

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the governor and other management at HMP Grampian regarding the 
recently-reported security breaches at the prison and, in light of these incidents, whether it will provide 
the prison with additional support. 

 (S4W-21257) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service 
(SPS), to respond. His response is as follows: 

Grampian prison was brought into operation on 3 March 2014 following a well-tested preparation 
approach. During both the pre-opening period and since, the local management team has been 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/71904.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/71904.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/01/6802


supported through normal line management arrangements and additionally, by way of both on-site and 
telephone support from senior staff from across the Service, including the Chief Executive of SPS. The 
Director General of Learning and Justice has also spent time on-site before and after the prison 
opened, in support of the local staff and managers. 

Appropriate levels of support will be maintained to ensure that the local team are able to bring the 
prison back to full operation in a planned and sustainable way. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) men and (b) women began a level (i) 2, (ii) 3, (iii) 4 and (iv) 5 
modern apprenticeship in each year from 2011-12. 

 (S4W-21285) 

Angela Constance: Skills Development Scotland have only been publishing modern apprenticeship 
starts statistics by level and gender since 2012-13. Therefore this data is currently unavailable for 
2011-12: 

 
Modern Apprenticeship Starts 

2012-13 Female Male Total 

Level 2 5,505 5,276 10,781 

Level 3 5,402 8,937 14,339 

Level 4 126 370 496 

Level 5 7 68 75 

Source: Skills Development Scotland  
http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/statistics/modern-apprenticeships/ 

Full year, 2013-14 data broken down by level and gender is due to be published by Skill 
Development Scotland on 17 June 2014. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it provides support to Sudan from its international development budget and, if so, what 
discussions it has had with the Sudanese authorities concerning Mariam Yahia Ibrahim Ishag, who 
has been sentenced to death and 100 lashes for apostasy. 

 (S4O-3325) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government has not provided any direct support to the Government of 
Sudan. The international development budget funded a project run by Tearfund in the Darfur region of 
Sudan during the first round of our Sub Saharan Development Programme in 2008. This was a four 
year project and it was awarded a grant of £1.25 million. 

The project aimed to meet the basic needs of local and displaced people through provision of 
nutrition support and health promotion in feeding centres and health clubs, as well as improvements to 
water, sanitation and food security. 

We have been in contact with the UK Government and fully support the representations made by the 
UK and EU regarding the Mariam Yahia Ibrahim Ishag case, and are unequivocal in our support for 
freedom of religion and belief and in our opposition to the death penalty in all circumstances. The 
Scottish Government has not had any direct discussions with the Sudanese authorities. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it considers that galleries in receipt of public funds should pay an exhibition fee 
to artists. 

 (S4W-21322) 

Fiona Hyslop: Fees for exhibitions are a matter for negotiation between the organisation and artist 
involved on a case by case basis. The benefits to an artist may of course go beyond the immediate 
financial return. The Scottish Government is however supportive of the principle of encouraging fairer 
levels of remuneration for artists. 

http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/statistics/modern-apprenticeships/


Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it considers that all publicly funded bodies that commission artists should 
endorse the rates of pay recommended by the Scottish Artists Union. 

 (S4W-21323) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government believes that it absolutely vital for our economy and for our 
society that work pays and that work pays fairly. The Scottish Government therefore supports the 
principle of a fair rate of pay for artists. 

Transport Scotland 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what bodies are represented on the Northern Isles Ferries Consultative Forum; how membership was 
decided; on what dates and where it has met, and what was discussed. 

 (S4W-21311) 

Keith Brown: The following bodies are represented on the Northern Isles Ferries Consultative 
Forum: HITRANS, ZetTrans, Shetland Island Council, Orkney Island Council, Serco NorthLink Ferries, 
Pentland Ferries, John O’Groats Ferries, Aberdeen Harbour Board, Lerwick Port Authority, Scrabster 
Harbour Trust, Stromness and Kirkwall Harbours, VisitScotland and Transport Scotland. 

Membership of the forum was decided by Scottish Ministers. The forum has met twice, on 10 
December 2013 and 21 May 2014. Ferries issues pertinent to the Northern Isles were discussed. 
Minutes of these meetings will be published by Transport Scotland, following formal agreement from 
forum members. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether an expert panel has been established to consider strategic options regarding the future of the 
Northern Isles ferry service and, if so, who sits on the panel. 

 (S4W-21313) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government regularly consults on the Northern Isles ferry services 
through a variety of groups including the recently established Northern Isles Ferry Services 
Consultative Forum. This forum has met twice and was established by Scottish Ministers following the 
MV Hamnavoe breakdown in 2013. This group allows for a consistent consultative mechanism with 
key stakeholders, including passenger ferry operators, harbour authorities, regional transport 
partnerships, tourist sector and the two local councils. 

 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
tolls can be levied on the use of (a) roads and (b) bridges and, if so, under what legislation.  

 (S4W-21328) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has a clear policy against the use of road and bridge tolls 
now or any time in the future. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the recent report by the RAC Foundation, which suggests that young drivers in the Highlands 
and Grampian are among those most likely to be involved in road collisions, whether it will discuss 
with the UK Government the introduction of a graduated licence scheme. 

 (S4W-21329) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is supportive of the introduction of a graduated driver 
licencing (GDL) scheme and in January 2014, I wrote to the UK Government calling for the 
consideration of either UK-wide measures to be introduced, or for powers to be devolved to Scotland. 
This was refused. Following the decision of the Scottish Parliament in March 2014 to call on the UK 
Government to take action, I have again written to the UK Transport Secretary on 2 June 2014 
expressing regret at their lack of action and urging them to consider a pilot of GDL in Scotland. I await 
a response. 



Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with Shetland and the Orkney islands councils under the auspices of the 
Our Islands Our Future campaign about the introduction of road equivalent tariff on the islands’ 
internal ferry services 

 (S4W-21379) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has regular discussions with Shetland and Orkney islands 
councils in a range of forums including the Our Islands Our Future initiative. In that context I can 
confirm that fair ferry fares on the islands’ internal ferry services were one of the many issues 
discussed. 

 


