
Tuesday 3 June 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what estimated 
figure for GDP in 2016-17 was used in Scotland's Future: Your Guide to an Independent Scotland; 
how it calculated this, and whether it will revisit it if oil and gas forecasts are revised. 

 (S4W-21227) 

John Swinney: The analysis in Scotland’s Future assumed that Scottish GDP in 2016-17, including 
a geographical share of North Sea output, was between £170 billion and £175 billion in cash terms. 
This was estimated by separately projecting forward Scottish onshore and offshore GDP. 

Updated projections of Scottish GDP were incorporated into the Scottish Government report 
‘Outlook for Scotland’s public finances and the opportunities of independence’ to reflect the latest 
outturn figures for Scottish GDP, analysis in the May 2014 Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin and the 
improved economic outlook since the publication of Scotland’s Future. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether an independent Scotland would have its own financial services compensation scheme and, if 
so, what it would cost to establish; how the (a) start-up and (b) operation of the service would be 
funded, and what thresholds would apply. 

 (S4W-21335) 

John Swinney: We have set out the proposed arrangements in Scotland’s Future, based on the 
recommendations of the Fiscal Commission Working Group. 

Financial services firms already contribute to the compensation scheme, and levels of protection for 
key aspects are harmonised and set at the European level as part of a single market in financial 
services. A proportionate levy to fund compensation would continue post-independence, as is the 
case now. 

We see merit in a jointly operated or co-ordinated scheme to reflect consistent standards of key 
aspects of regulation in a highly integrated market and as part of a formal monetary union. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the firms that would contribute to the cost of a financial services 
compensation scheme in an independent Scotland and what levy they would be charged. 

 (S4W-21337) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21335 on 3 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to the establishment of a financial services compensation scheme in the 
event that an independent Scotland did not have a currency union with the rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-21338) 

John Swinney: A formal currency union is in the interests of the rest of the UK. The Fiscal 
Commission Working Group, which consists of leading economic experts and two Nobel Laureates, 
has spelled out why this is the case. 

The Scottish Government is committed to a properly functioning and well-regulated financial 
services sector which meets the needs of customers. 

Bank deposits and other financial products will continue to be protected in an independent Scotland 
at the current levels of protection. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Governance and Communities 

 Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress it is making on the development of a national strategy to tackle 
violence against women. 

 (S4W-21382) 

Shona Robison: Equally Safe: Scotland’s strategy for preventing and eradicating violence against 
women and girls, co-produced by the Scottish Government and COSLA will be published on 25 June 
2014. 

Learning and Justice 

 Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the initial budget of the Scottish College for Educational Leadership (SCEL) 
will be; how much of it has already been allocated to the SCEL; from which budget line the funding will 
come, and whether the SCEL is on track to be fully operational by August 2014. 

 (S4W-21287) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish College for Educational Leadership (SCEL) is on track to be fully 
operational by August 2014 and has now been incorporated as a company limited by guarantee. 
Funding of up to £1.3 million from the Scottish Government’s teacher education programme line will 
be made available to SCEL during the financial year 2014-15. Discussions are ongoing between the 
Scottish Government and SCEL to determine outcomes and the detail of finance required. In addition, 
the chair of the board of directors will shortly be announced and the chief executive will be appointed 
later this summer along with a board of directors. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will establish the national mentoring programme of the youth arts strategy, Time to Shine; how it will 
engage young people with this; how much will be spent on it, and when it will be launched. 

 (S4W-21234) 

Fiona Hyslop: The implementation of the youth arts strategy, Time to Shine, is being carried out by 
Creative Scotland, our national body that supports the arts, screen and creative industries. I will ask 
their Chief Executive, Janet Archer to write to the member with details of the implementation of the 
mentoring programme. 

 


