
Monday 2 June 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what funding is 
available for (a) youth voluntary organisations and (b) charities in (i) sport, (ii) creative industries and 
(iii) music. 

 (S4W-21245) 

Fiona Hyslop: There are a range of different funding avenues available to support youth voluntary 
organisations and charities. Individual funds and funders do not ring-fence amounts for particular 
types of applicants, and are more focussed on outcomes. As well as investing strategically through 
their work with a variety of partners, Creative Scotland and sportscotland administer funding 
programmes on behalf of Scottish Ministers which are available to charitable trusts, youth and 
voluntary organisations. Enterprising third sector organisations are able to apply to the Enterprise 
Ready Fund. 

Health and Social Care 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it is considering lowering the age range for breast cancer screening. 

 (S4W-21154) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is not currently considering lowering the age range for breast 
cancer screening. 

Current evidence tells us that the risk of developing breast cancer increases with age and that 
finding breast cancer is most effective using breast X-rays (mammograms) in women who have 
reached menopause. 

Women below the age range for routine breast screening (50-70 years) are advised to check 
themselves regularly for changes to their breasts. This message was recently communicated through 
a Scottish Government social marketing campaign which encouraged women of all ages to stay breast 
aware and, should they notice any changes, to visit their GP in the first instance. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the process is 
for the commissioning of NHS highly-specialised services. 

 (S4W-21180) 

Alex Neil: In Scotland highly specialised health services are commissioned through the National 
Services Division of NHS National Services Scotland. Highly specialised services needed by residents 
of Scotland are provided in Scotland or England and in very rare cases, abroad. 

Applications for designation to become a nationally commissioned service in Scotland are 
considered by the National Specialist Services Committee (NSSC) which is currently chaired by the 
chair of the NHS board chief executive group and which comprises representatives of each territorial 
NHS board in Scotland. 

NSSC’s decisions are informed through a robust advisory structure, co-ordinated by the National 
Professional Patient and Public Reference Group which draws on expertise from existing professional, 
patient and public groups. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
the (a) quality of the services available and (b) equity of access to appropriate clinical specialists for 
people with alpha-1 antitrypsin deficiency, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-21181) 

Alex Neil: Clinical genetic services and diagnostic genetic testing for alpha-1 antitrypsin deficiency 
are available through the regional genetic centres in Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh and Glasgow. 
There is equitable access to these services, and they are quality assured and monitored nationally. 



Treatment for alpha-1 antitrypsin deficiency in children resident in Scotland is commissioned 
nationally by the National Services Division of NHS National Services Scotland, from the three UK 
specialist centres for specialist paediatric liver disease in London, Birmingham and Leeds; and for 
adults from the Royal Free Hospital in London. These are all recognised as the specialist centres for 
alpha-1 antitrypsin deficiency. There is equitable access to these services, which are funded nationally 
and they are quality assured through the NSD specialist commissioning team. 

Information on Scottish access to these services by NHS board is not held centrally as the total 
number of referrals for treatment each year is less than 10 and the numbers for individual boards is 
two or less. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
commission a highly-specialised service for people with alpha-1 antitrypsin deficiency. 

 (S4W-21186) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21181 on 2 June 2014. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which 
can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what is being done to address the lack of funding for investment in the home 
care sector as noted in the report, Recommendations for the Future of Residential Care for Older 
People in Scotland. 

 (S4W-21240) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has accepted in principle the main recommendations of the 
Task Force on the Future of Residential Care for Older People in Scotland. 

We will continue to work with our partners in the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities and other 
key partners to take forward the recommendation to develop a strategy for the long-term 
transformation of residential care, supported housing, co-housing and intermediate care. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what is being done to address the cross-subsidy by self-funding residents to 
publicly funded residents in care homes, as noted in the report, Recommendations for the Future of 
Residential Care for Older People in Scotland. 

 (S4W-21241) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has accepted in principle the main recommendations of the 
Task Force on the Future of Residential Care for Older People in Scotland. 

We will continue to work with our partners in the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities and other 
key partners to take forward the recommendation to develop a strategy for the long-term 
transformation of residential care, supported housing, co-housing and intermediate care. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many families have been forced to sell homes in order to pay for care, as 
referenced in the report, Recommendations for the Future of Residential Care for Older People in 
Scotland.  

 (S4W-21242) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not held centrally. 
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Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it is responding to the recommendation by the Task Force for the Future of 
Residential Care for Older People in Scotland that “work is undertaken to fully explore the 
opportunities and costs of amending the capital limits in a Scottish context.” 

 (S4W-21243) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has accepted in principle the main recommendations of the 
Task Force on the Future of Residential Care for Older People in Scotland. 

We will continue to work with our partners in the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities and other 
key partners to take forward the recommendation to develop a strategy for the long-term 
transformation of residential care, supported housing, co-housing and intermediate care. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its response is to the recommendation in the report, Recommendations for 
the Future of Residential Care for Older People in Scotland, that it should review free personal and 
nursing care contributions to more accurately reflect the costs of personal and nursing care in a 
residential setting. 

 (S4W-21244) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has accepted in principle the main recommendations of the 
Task Force on the Future of Residential Care for Older People in Scotland. 

We will continue to work with our partners in the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities and other 
key partners to take forward the recommendation to develop a strategy for the long-term 
transformation of residential care, supported housing, co-housing and intermediate care. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many NHS staff, 
other than bank staff, are employed on zero hours contracts. 

 (S4W-21250) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20795 on 6 May 2014. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which 
can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether local authorities or NHS boards will have lead responsibility for freedom of information 
requests arising out of the joint integration of social care services. 

 (S4W-21258) 

Alex Neil: The changes in health and social care, including the creation of integration authorities, do 
not make any difference to how freedom of information requests are handled. As at present, both 
health boards and local authorities will continue to be responsible for answering freedom of 
information requests in relation to any information they hold. Where integration joint boards exist, they 
will also be responsible for answering any freedom of information requests in relation to any 
information they hold. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if Scotland was to 
leave the UK, whether it would continue to have access to the rare and imported pathogens lab at 
Porton Down and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-21263) 

Alex Neil: After independence Scotland will maintain a very strong relationship with the other UK 
countries, and existing co-operation arrangements in the area of public health will be maintained. 

Effective cross-border working arrangements are already in place for a range of specialist services. 
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Strategy and External Affairs 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
factors it took into account when determining that the funding for the youth arts strategy, Time to 
Shine, would be guaranteed for two years. 

 (S4W-21232) 

Fiona Hyslop: Funding for Time To Shine was set aside in the 2010-11 budget for the 
implementation of the youth arts strategy from the Young Scots Fund and the detailed timing and 
planning of the delivery of the £5 million fund followed a long consultation with the Youth Arts Sector 
about the best uses of the fund and the projects it could support that would have the greatest impact 
on the sector across Scotland and deliver the greatest benefits for our young people. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
the strategic objectives of the youth arts strategy, Time to Shine, will integrate with the Curriculum for 
Excellence. 

 (S4W-21233) 

Fiona Hyslop: The actions relating to Curriculum for Excellence are set out on page 17 of the 
strategy. The implementation of the youth arts strategy, Time to Shine, is being carried out by Creative 
Scotland, our national body that supports the arts, screen and creative industries. 

I will ask their chief executive, Janet Archer, to write to the member with further details. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will establish the mechanism for direct financial support of the youth arts strategy, Time to Shine; how 
it will engage young people with this; how much will be spent on it, and when it will be launched. 

 (S4W-21235) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has allocated £5,000,000 from the Young Scots Fund to 
Creative Scotland to deliver Time to Shine, Scotland’s youth arts strategy. The first area of 
expenditure is the regional youth arts hubs, where Creative Scotland announced the nine successful 
bids of over £3,000,000 on 7 April 2014. I am awaiting further proposals and detailed plans for the use 
of the remainder of the funding. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will establish the youth employment initiative of the youth arts strategy, Time to Shine; how it will 
engage young people with this; how much will be spent on it, and when it will be launched. 

 (S4W-21236) 

Fiona Hyslop: Time to Shine is being delivered by Creative Scotland, the national body which 
supports the development of the arts, screen and creative industries in Scotland. 

I am advised by Creative Scotland that under their initial plans, they have allocated £100,000 from 
the 2014-15 budget for a round of graduate internships in partnership with the Scottish Council for 
Voluntary Organisations and this will attract £66,000 worth of matching European Structural Funds. 

Transport Scotland 

Dennis Robertson (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to improve the provision of bicycle storage space on ScotRail 
services affected by the (a) Commonwealth Games, (b) Ryder Cup and (c) Year of Homecoming. 

 (S4W-21203) 

Keith Brown: Within Scotland the issue of the appropriate allocation of space within a train is 
always challenging because rolling stock has to run on a variety of routes and cater for a diverse 
group of passengers with differing requirements. ScotRail will focus on allocating rolling stock with 
bicycle carrying capacity to routes where high demand is expected. 



Secure bicycle facilities are provided at all stations in Scotland and since the ScotRail franchise 
commenced in 2004, over 2,000 additional cycle parking spaces have been installed either funded by 
ScotRail or in partnership with other parties. 

Throughout 2014 additional and strengthened services are being provided on key routes for various 
high profile events across the country. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20838 by Keith Brown on 9 May 
2014, what the cost is of each of the revisions. 

 (S4W-21204) 

Keith Brown: The cost of the revisions is detailed in the following table: 

Revision Cost 

Strathclyde Passenger Transport have reduced the level of grant payable for 
the carriage of concessionary card holders £4,000.00 

Funding was provided for training to meet the requirements of the EU regulation 
on maritime passenger rights  £6,000.00 

A bus replacement service has been introduced to improve the resilience of the 
service when it is affected by bad weather £206,000.00 

The MV Argyll Flyer has been made the lead vessel, again in order to improve 
resilience of the service £366,000.00 

Passenger numbers have fallen against the forecasts underpinning Argyll 
Ferries initial basecase £193,000.00 

Additional services have been provided on Saturday of the Cowal Games £11,000.00 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what the lay-up period of the MV Coruisk was in winter (a) 2012-13 and (b) 
2013-14. 

 (S4W-21205) 

Keith Brown: The lay-up period for 2012-13 was from 8 December 2012 until 27 March 2013. There 
was no lay-up period for 2013-14. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20840 by Keith Brown on 9 May 
2014, whether the difference in costs arose because of the anticipated lay-up costs for the MV Coruisk 
had it not been deployed on the Gourock-Dunoon route. 

 (S4W-21206) 

Keith Brown: The cost to Argyll Ferries (£658,000) of the deployment of the MV Coruisk includes a 
commercial charter fee from CalMac Ferries for a fully crewed vessel plus Argyll Ferries’ additional 
costs for fuel, berthing dues and ticketing staff. 

The net cost to Transport Scotland is the difference between the cost to Argyll Ferries described 
above and the positive effect on the costs of the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Service contract of the 
charter fee for the MV Coruisk paid by Argyll Ferries to CalMac Ferries. 

This explains the net cost to Transport Scotland to operate the MV Coruisk on Gourock-Dunoon of 
£142,000. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20840 by Keith Brown on 9 May 
2014, whether it will provide a breakdown of the craft's deployment costs for (a) Argyll Ferries and (b) 
Transport Scotland.  



 (S4W-21207) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-21206 on 2 June 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

A more detailed breakdown of costs is considered to be commercially sensitive. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20841 by Keith Brown on 9 May 
2014, what the lay-up costs of the craft were in 2013-14, and what the reason is for any difference with 
the 2012-13 figure. 

 (S4W-21212) 

Keith Brown: The MV Coruisk was not in lay-up in 2013-14 as it was operating on the Wemyss 
Bay-Rothesay route prior to moving to Gourock-Dunoon and therefore incurred no lay-up costs. 

 

Dennis Robertson (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to ensure that all ScotRail services have sufficient bicycle storage 
space. 

 (S4W-21230) 

Keith Brown: The invitation to tender for the next ScotRail franchise from 2015 requires bidders to 
provide a plan and proposals on actions they will take to maintain and improve cycling facilities, both 
on train and at stations, to encourage active travel and enable greater integration between rail 
services and cycling. These plans should be innovative and balance the needs of passengers both 
with and without bicycles. 

Bidders will make provision for additional cycle storage at a minimum rate of 500 spaces per annum. 
Locations should be selected on the basis of demand forecasts. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20999 by Keith Brown on 19 May 
2014, who owns the shares of David MacBrayne Limited and whether the owners are able to remove 
the retained reserves held by the company. 

 (S4W-21231) 

Keith Brown: The shares of David MacBrayne Ltd (DML) are owned 100% by the Scottish 
Ministers. Any decision to pay a dividend to the shareholder would be made by the DML board of 
directors with due regard to their fiduciary duties. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what improvements to journey times on the Highland Main Line between Perth 
and Inverness there will be in the next two years.  

 (S4W-21239) 

Keith Brown: Network Rail are currently working on timetable development for phase two of the 
Highland Main Line improvements project which will help to determine the infrastructure interventions 
necessary to support an hourly service and achieve the further average journey time reduction of 
around 10 minutes in both directions between Inverness and Edinburgh/Glasgow. They are expected 
to deliver the GRIP 3 Option Selection Report by summer 2014. 
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