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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4O-01065 by Fergus Ewing on 31 May 2012 (Official Report, c. 
9627), what subsequent discussions it has had with the partners of NorthConnect regarding the 
proposed interconnector between Scotland and Norway, and what impact the decision by SSE to pull 
out of the project will have on its deliverability. 

 (S4W-20457) 

Fergus Ewing: Increased interconnection is one of the aims of the Scottish Government’s electricity 
generation policy. Since the withdrawal of SSE in March 2013, the Scottish Government has had 
regular discussions with the remaining partners of NorthConnect and will continue to work with the 
project team. The consortium remains fully committed to the project, recently included in the European 
Commission’s projects of common interest list. 

 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether there are plans to control or eradicate North American signal crayfish in (a) Lochrutton and (b) 
the Lochfoot Burn in Dumfriesshire.  

 (S4W-20621) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I am advised by Scottish Natural Heritage that they have not yet identified an 
effective method for the eradication of North American signal crayfish in water bodies such as 
Lochrutton and the Lochfoot Burn, albeit this is an objective the Scottish Government is keen to 
pursue if at all possible. 

The Fisheries Trusts and Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) are working together to 
raise awareness of appropriate biosecurity measures that water users can take to avoid spreading the 
species, and other freshwater invasive species, to other parts of the catchment or to other parts of 
Scotland. This includes launching a number of biosecurity campaigns across Dumfries and Galloway 
this spring and summer to raise awareness of invasive non-native species, including the Check Clean 
Dry and Be Plant Wise initiatives across the region. All campaigns are being co-ordinated by SEPA 
with support from a variety of partner organisations such as Police Scotland, the Galloway Fisheries 
Trust, the Nith Catchment Fishery Trust, the River Annan Trust, Dumfries and Galloway Council 
Ranger Service, Solway Firth Partnership and Scottish Natural Heritage. These campaigns will be 
supported by the distribution of thousands of leaflets, identification guides, posters and signs across 
the region. 

Governance and Communities 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
support it provides to tenants in the private rented sector who live in damp homes, and what 
information it has on how many private lets are damp. 

 (S4W-20551) 

Margaret Burgess: Private landlords have a statutory duty to ensure that the homes they let are 
wind and watertight and in all other respects reasonably fit for human habitation. From 1 May 2013 
landlords are required to provide new tenants with a tenant information pack, which will improve 
knowledge of the respective rights and responsibilities among tenants and landlords in the private 
rented sector. Any tenant who is concerned that their landlord has not carried out work that is needed 
to keep their home in a good condition can apply to the private rented housing panel, who have 
powers to enforce landlords’ duties. 

The current Housing Bill includes measures to protect the most vulnerable tenants by allowing local 
authorities to apply to the private rented housing panel on their behalf. In line with our commitment in 
the Sustainable Housing Strategy, the Scottish Government has also recently published proposals for 
a forum to consider development of a common cross-tenure housing condition standard. 

Information on damp is collected within the Scottish House Conditions Survey. Latest available 
results from 2012 showed that 7% or 19,000 dwellings nationally in the private rented sector had some 



presence of damp, which can range from a small damp patch in one room to prevalence throughout a 
dwelling. This compares to 4% or 90,000 dwellings nationally across all tenures. 

The Scottish House Condition Survey further indicated that in 2012, around 1% of dwellings in the 
private rented sector (3,000 dwellings) would fail the tolerable standard due to damp. This compares 
to 1% or 18,000 dwellings nationally across all tenures. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on how many properties in the private sector have been given a gas safety check in 
the last five years, and whether it plans to ensure that such properties are subject to annual checks. 

 (S4W-20552) 

Margaret Burgess: If a house has a supply of gas, private landlords must ensure that annual gas 
safety inspections are carried out. The Scottish Government does not collect data on the number of 
inspections. Any private sector tenant who is concerned that their landlord has not carried out work 
that is needed to keep their home in a good condition can apply to the private rented housing panel, 
who have powers to enforce landlords’ duties. The current Housing Bill includes measures to protect 
the most vulnerable tenants by allowing local authorities to apply to the private rented housing panel 
on their behalf. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
protection is available to tenants in the private rented sector in cases in which (a) landlords and (b) 
letting agents do not repair substandard properties. 

 (S4W-20553) 

Margaret Burgess: Private landlords are required by section 14 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 
to carry out any repairs needed to ensure that private rented homes meet the statutory repairing 
standard, though they may delegate work to their letting agents. Any tenant who is concerned that 
their landlord has not carried out work that is needed to keep their home in a good condition can apply 
to the private rented housing panel, who have powers to enforce landlords’ duties. The current 
Housing Bill includes measures to protect the most vulnerable tenants by allowing local authorities to 
apply to the private rented housing panel on their behalf. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it is taking to ensure that tenants in the private rented sector are not in danger from carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 

 (S4W-20554) 

Margaret Burgess: Private landlords have a statutory duty to ensure that any facilities for heating in 
the homes they let and any appliances they provide to tenants must be in a reasonable state of repair 
and in proper working order. Any tenant who is concerned that their landlord has not carried out work 
that is needed to keep their home in a good condition can apply to the private rented housing panel, 
who have powers to enforce landlords’ duties. From 1 October 2013, Scottish building regulations also 
require carbon monoxide detectors to be fitted when a new or replacement gas, oil or solid fuel boilers 
or other fixed heating appliances are installed in a dwelling irrespective of tenure. 

I announced at the stage 1 debate of the current Housing Bill that I intend to bring forward an 
amendment for a regulation making power to make changes to the repairing standard for private 
landlords that will provide an appropriate and proportionate mechanism to address safety concerns 
such as over the provision of carbon monoxide monitors. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it 
has suspended the affordable warmth scheme. 

 (S4W-20559) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The affordable warmth scheme was temporarily put on hold in March 2014. This 
is because energy companies are facing uncertainty over the way in which surplus actions under the 



Home Heating Cost Reduction Obligation will be treated whilst the UK Government is consulting on 
proposed changes to the Energy Company Obligation. The Scottish Government is working to clarify 
the position with each energy company, but expects to re-open the scheme in May 2014. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
are affected by the decision to suspend the affordable warmth scheme. 

 (S4W-20560) 

Nicola Sturgeon: At the time of temporarily putting on hold the affordable warmth scheme, there 
were 181 customers who were waiting for a referral. Those customers have all been contacted by 
Home Energy Scotland and advised that the scheme has been put on hold. Those customers have 
also been given advice on any other schemes for which they may be eligible. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what funding was 
provided by the energy company obligation in 2013-14 for the affordable warmth scheme; how many 
people received support, and how this compares with the expected (a) funding amount and (b) 
number of people assisted. 

 (S4W-20561) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government does not have access to the funding allocated by 
energy companies to the affordable warmth scheme nor any targets set by the companies for funding 
or number of people assisted. In 2013-14, the Energy Saving Trust made 8,139 referrals to the three 
energy companies participating in the affordable warmth scheme and, of these, 2,177 households 
have so far received an installation. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what will happen 
to those people who are waiting for assistance from the affordable warmth scheme, in light of the 
scheme being suspended. 

 (S4W-20562) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20560 on 29 April 2014. 
People who have already been referred to energy companies for an installation under the affordable 
warmth scheme are not affected. People whose referral was in preparation when the scheme was 
paused have been contacted by Home Energy Scotland. 

People calling Home Energy Scotland since the scheme has been paused, and who may be eligible 
for assistance, can leave their details with Home Energy Scotland. Home Energy Scotland will keep in 
touch with them and will let them know of any developments on the affordable warmth scheme or of 
any other assistance from which they may benefit. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it expects to 
resume the affordable warmth scheme. 

 (S4W-20563) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government is clarifying with obligated energy companies what they 
are willing to offer under the affordable warmth scheme in light of the changes the UK Government 
proposes to make to the Energy Company Obligation. We hope to re-open the Scheme to referrals in 
May 2014. 

Health and Social Care 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what funding it 
has made available to assist with (a) the treatment of and (b) research into sickle cell disorder in each 
year since 2007, broken down by (i) organisation and (ii) amount. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-20566) 

Alex Neil: (a) Funding for the treatment of sickle cell disease in each year since 2007. Information 
about the funding provided for the treatment of sickle cell disease is not held centrally. Funding for 
haematology services which treat people with sickle cell disease is provided through general NHS 
board allocations. 

Since April 2011, funding of £50k per annum has been provided by the National Specialist and 
Screening Services Directorate of NHS National Services Scotland to support the Scottish Paediatric 
and Adult Haemoglobinopathy (SPAH) Managed Clinical Network (MCN). This national MCN includes 
sickle cell disease in the scope of its work. More information on SPAH can be obtained at: 
www.spah.scot.nhs.uk. 

(b) Funding for research into sickle cell disease in each year since 2007. The Scottish Government’s 
Chief Scientist Office has not funded any research into sickle cell disease during the period in 
question, however research proposals in the area of sickle cell disease would be welcomed and 
assessed using standard peer-review processes. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many patients 
travelling by ambulance from Queen Margaret Hospital in Dunfermline to the Victoria Hospital in 
Kirkcaldy have been pronounced “dead on arrival” since accident and emergency services were 
moved from Dunfermline to Kirkcaldy. 

 (S4W-20645) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Ambulance Service advised that 1814 patients were transferred by 
ambulance from Queen Margaret Hospital in Dunfermline to the Victoria Hospital in Kirkcaldy between 
1 January 2012 and 7 April 2014. Based on an interrogation of their local management data systems, 
including the information input by crews to the electronic patient record forms, there is no record of 
any patient being ‘dead on arrival’ at the receiving hospital. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much moving 
accident and emergency services from Queen Margaret Hospital in Dunfermline to the Victoria 
Hospital in Kirkcaldy has cost the Scottish Ambulance Service in additional fuel. 

 (S4W-20646) 

Alex Neil: This is an operational matter for the Scottish Ambulance Service, the information 
requested is not held by the Scottish Government. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to amend the regulations on the implementation of the Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) 
Act 2013 to allow carers of people with profound and multiple learning disabilities to be both legal 
guardians and paid personal assistants. 

 (S4W-20683) 

Michael Matheson: The Self-directed Support (Direct Payments) (Scotland) Regulations 2014 detail 
circumstances where a family member may provide support. There are two exceptions to this family 
members rule: 

a) Where the local authority determines that either the family member or the direct payment user is 
under undue pressure to agree to a family member providing support and; 

b) Where the family member is a guardian, continuing attorney or welfare attorney with power to 
make decisions as regards the support to be provided through a direct payment. The second 
restriction was proposed during the consultation on the draft regulations.  

There are no immediate plans to amend this set of regulations, however the Scottish Government, in 
partnership with organisations, is carrying out on-going monitoring and evaluation during the first year 
of implementation of the Self-directed Support legislation. 

As part of this monitoring I have asked my officials to discuss this particular issue with PAMIS and 
Alzheimer Scotland. 

http://www.spah.scot.nhs.uk/


Learning and Justice 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-18425 by Roseanna Cunningham on 4 December 2013, whether it will 
provide the information broken down by people who have sought protection using the criminal courts. 

 (S4W-20456) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The number of people who have sought protection under the Protection 
from Harassment Act 1997 using the criminal courts is not held by the Scottish Government. 

The available information held by the Scottish Court Service is given in the following table: 

Financial 
Year 

Number of Non-Harassment Orders Issued in 
Scotland during criminal proceedings 

2008-09 33 

2009-10 47 

2010-11 49 

2011-12 101 

2012-13 183 

Figures relate to JP Courts, Sheriff Courts and High Courts. 

The Scottish Court Service uses a live operational case management system for the processing of 
court business. The information held on the system is structured for these operational needs, rather 
than for statistical reporting or research purposes. The information provided is based on the best 
information available from the case management system as at 3 April 2014. 

Non-harassment orders in criminal instances are at the request of the Procurator Fiscal Depute in 
court and at the presiding Sheriff’s discretion. They may not be a final disposal and may only be on an 
interim basis. 

This data relates to the total number of orders issued in Criminal Courts. The numbers are not 
directly comparable with those provided in the previous parliamentary question, which was based on 
the number of orders granted where this was the main crave within the writ. 

The Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2010 amended provision relating to non-
harassment orders granted following a conviction for a criminal offence involving harassment, to 
enable the court to take account of previous convictions, and to remove the requirement for there to 
have been a ‘course of conduct’ of harassment in such circumstances. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many children in the Highland Council area have been given a (a) single 
agency and (b) multi-agency child’s plan prepared by their named person since the full implementation 
of the named person role in 2010. 

 (S4W-20482) 

Aileen Campbell: This is a matter for Highland Council. The information requested is not held 
centrally. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether its review of 
the childcare workforce will produce recommendations and what the reasons are for its position on this 
matter. 

 (S4W-20650) 

Aileen Campbell: The review of Early Learning and Childcare Workforce and Out of School Care 
Workforce is an independent review. The chair has been tasked with producing a series of 
recommendations. These recommendations will be considered by ministers when the review is 
published. 

 



Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what editorial control 
ministers will exert on the report produced by the review of the childcare workforce. 

 (S4W-20653) 

Aileen Campbell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20650 on 29 April 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

