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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Crown Office 

 Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
prosecutions for assisted suicide there have been in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-20511) 

Lesley Thomson: There is no crime of assisted suicide in Scotland. A case of assisted suicide 
would be reported to the Procurator Fiscal as a deliberate killing of another and thus dealt with under 
the law of Scotland relating to homicide. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service has had with the (a) UK Department of Justice and (b) 
Director of Public Prosecutions regarding (i) assisted suicide and (ii) guidance for prosecution of cases 
of assisted suicide since 1999. 

 (S4W-20512) 

Lesley Thomson: There is no crime of assisted suicide in Scotland. A case of assisted suicide 
would be reported to the Procurator Fiscal by the police and dealt with under the law of Scotland, in 
relation to homicide. 

Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service officials had discussions in 2009-10 with Crown 
Prosecution Service officials about the Director of Public Prosecution’s guidelines on assisted suicide 
prior to its publication, to underline the different legal backgrounds between Scotland and England and 
Wales and ensure there were no issues relating to jurisdiction. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
ask the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service to update its guidance on prosecutions for 
assisted suicide. 

 (S4W-20513) 

Frank Mulholland: There is no crime of assisted suicide in Scotland. A case of assisted suicide 
would be reported to the Procurator Fiscal by the Police and dealt with under the law of Scotland 
relating to homicide. As for all offences, general guidance is provided in the Prosecution Code which is 
published on the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service website. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many cases of 
assisted suicide procurators fiscal have considered in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-20515) 

Frank Mulholland: There is no crime of assisted suicide in Scotland. A case of assisted suicide 
would be reported to the Procurator Fiscal as a deliberate killing of another and thus dealt with under 
the law of Scotland relating to homicide. 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20327 by John Swinney on 1 April 2014, whether 
it will set out the figures underlying the assertion that “the vast majority of any higher tax revenues 
following any expansion in economic activity flow to Westminster” which was stated in the paper, 
Childcare and Labour Market Participation – Economic Analysis. 

 (S4W-20509) 

John Swinney: Under the current constitutional framework the Scottish Government and Scottish 
Parliament only have limited control over fiscal policy. The Scottish Parliament is only responsible for 
around 8 per cent of taxes raised in Scotland when including a geographical share of North Sea 



revenues. With the new tax powers of the Scotland Act 2012 this figure will only increase to around 16 
per cent. 

Under the Scotland Act, if revenues in Scotland were to increase by 1 per cent across the four main 
taxes and spending on key benefit to fall by 1 per cent, only 12 per cent of the total net gain in 
revenues would be retained by the Scottish Government. More detail is available on pages 6 and 7 of 
Childcare and Labour Market Participation – Economic Analysis paper. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
would help small businesses cope with any additional transaction and administrative costs in an 
independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-20538) 

John Swinney: Within the devolved powers currently available, the Scottish Government is 
pursuing a range of actions to support sustainable economic growth and higher quality jobs, including 
the Small Business Bonus Scheme. 

With independence, future Scottish governments can build on these policies to enable Scotland’s 
businesses to reach their full potential. With responsibility for the full range of policy levers, the 
government of an independent Scotland will be able to create a more supportive, competitive and 
dynamic business environment for all businesses, large and small. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
additional women would have to enter the labour market in order for Scotland to match the level in (a) 
Finland, (b) Norway and (c) Sweden, as outlined in its paper, Childcare and Labour Market 
Participation - Economic Analysis. 

 (S4W-20631) 

John Swinney: As shown on page 4 of Childcare and Labour Market Participation - Economic 
Analysis, the number of females that are active in the labour market would have to increase by a) 
35,000 for the female participation to rise by 2.0 percentage points (broadly in line with the rate in 
Finland and the Netherlands) b) 68,000 to match the rate in Norway c) 104,000 to match the rate in 
Sweden.  

This refers to changes over the long-term, as the benefits of the proposed childcare policy are not 
constrained to economically inactive women with young children at a single point in time. Being able to 
stay within the labour market whilst their children are of nursery age, would mean that the outcomes 
would be improved for women when the children are grown up, compared to what would have 
happened had they taken time out of employment. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on the analysis by the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) on page 29 of its briefing, 
Early Learning and Childcare, that “given the increased supply of labour, the modelled results would 
be expected to show downward pressure on real average wages. This could have wider implications 
for the labour market and on incentives for women to enter the workplace”. 

 (S4W-20633) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has laid out its position on childcare in Scotland’s Future 
and the subsequent Childcare and Labour Market Participation – Economic Analysis paper, which 
contained economic analysis of increased female activity. Evidence shows that access to childcare is 
a barrier to participation for many parents with young children. Norway and Sweden have universal 
entitlements to childcare from age one and high female labour market activity rates. In the long-term, 
an increase in the female participation rate to Swedish levels would be expected to increase output by 
£2.2 billion and revenues by £700 million. 

The policy’s key aim is to encourage current and future parents of young children to enter or stay in 
the labour market by effectively increasing their earnings net of childcare costs. The increase in 
employment that could result from this would have an expansionary effect and boost overall national 
income. 



Governance and Communities 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on the UK Government’s changes to private pensions and whether it will mirror these provisions in 
the event of independence. 

 (S4W-20555) 

John Swinney: As stated in Scotland’s Future, helping people to save for a better retirement is a 
key focus for this government in an independent Scotland and we have set out a range of measures to 
address current levels of under-saving.       

Whilst we agree in principle with the greater flexibility introduced by the UK Government’s changes, 
much of the detail is still to be worked through and we await the outcome of its consultation on 
Freedom and choice in pensions.          

On independence, the body of law governing private pensions, including legislation implementing 
the changes announced in the 2014 Budget, will continue to apply in Scotland until amended, replaced 
or repealed by the Scottish Parliament. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
reported criticisms by demographers, whether it considers it appropriate to use a dependency ratio to 
calculate pensions that includes counting children. 

 (S4W-20556) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government’s paper Pensions in an Independent Scotland and white 
paper Scotland’s Future, did not use dependency ratios to calculate pension costs. Instead, they 
explained, in some detail, the most relevant demographic challenge for affordability of state pensions 
in Scotland: lower projected growth in the working age population relative to the UK. 

Recent studies from the National Institute of Economic and Social Research have concluded that 
demographic differences would have an insubstantial effect on pensions affordability between the rest 
of the UK and an independent Scotland. 

 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Town Centre Action Plan takes into consideration the apportionment of 
community burdens for properties being converted from commercial to residential use. 

 (S4W-20558) 

Derek Mackay: Neither the Town Centre Action Plan nor the subsequent Town Centre Housing 
Fund make reference to community burdens. Part 2 of The Title Conditions (Scotland) Act 2003 
contains provisions on community burdens. These obligations are typically set out in the individual 
conveyance or a deed of conditions.  

It is possible to make an application or appeal an application to The Lands Tribunal for Scotland for 
the variation or discharge of a community burden:  
http://www.lands-tribunal-scotland.org.uk/about.html. 

In addition section 20 of the Title Conditions (Scotland) Act 2003 allows for the termination of a real 
burden if it is at least 100 hundred years old: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2003/9/section/20. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what progress has been made since May 2013 regarding multi-year funding for the third 
sector. 

 (S4W-20564) 

John Swinney: We are working closely with COSLA and the third sector to develop a shared 
understanding of the position in relation to long term funding to third sector organisations, and to move 
the issue forward. To this end a number of very positive meetings have taken place between senior 
officers from COSLA, local authorities, the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO), third 
sector partners, and involving Scottish Government officials. 

http://www.lands-tribunal-scotland.org.uk/about.html
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2003/9/section/20


I chaired a meeting of partners on 18 March 2014, at which a jointly developed outline of an 
approach to taking forward the work was discussed. Subsequently at the COSLA Resources and 
Capacity Executive Group on 19 March, SCVO and other third sector colleagues joined the executive 
group for a discussion on joint working on an early intervention and preventative approach through 
means such as co-production of services. The group endorsed COSLA officers to continue to work in 
conjunction with the third sector and Scottish Government, to develop a proposal that would be 
presented at a future executive group meeting. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to improve multi-year funding for the third sector. 

 (S4W-20565) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20564 on 28 April 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Learning and Justice 

 Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether (a) it and (b) Police Scotland was given sight of the Public Audit Committee’s draft private 
report on its scrutiny of the Audit Scotland report, Police reform: Progress update 2013 and, if so, by 
whom. 

Holding answer issued: 23 April 2014 (S4W-20338) 

Kenny MacAskill: There are well established procedures for official engagement with parliamentary 
committees which have been followed. The Scottish Government is aware of the ongoing 
consideration of the report as set out in minutes of the Public Audit Committee’s meetings on 19 and 
26 March 2014. The Scottish Government gave evidence to the committee on 18 December 2013 and 
provided further correspondence and answered further queries from the Committee following the 
evidence session. 

I am also aware that the Scottish Police Authority wrote to the Public Audit Committee on 26 March 
2014 following the publication of the board papers to update them on progress on a number of key 
strategic issues the committee had shown an interest in. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether any special adviser was given sight of the Public Audit Committee’s draft private report on its 
scrutiny of the Audit Scotland report, Police reform: Progress update 2013 and, if so, by whom. 

Holding answer issued: 24 April 2014 (S4W-20362) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20338 on 28 April 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it will publish a report following its consultation on promoting responsible 
dog ownership. 

 (S4W-20532) 

Kenny MacAskill: The consultation ‘Promoting responsible dog ownership in Scotland: 
microchipping and other measures’ closed on 31 March 2014 with in excess of 2,000 responses 
received. All responses will be analysed and thoroughly considered and it is expected that an analysis 
report will be published during summer 2014. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what provision HMP Inverclyde will make for prisoners to receive private family visits from 
(a) children and (b) young relatives. 

 (S4W-20651) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“As you will be aware, HMP and YOI Inverclyde is currently in design phase. The design team’s brief 
is to focus on activities and play facilities that are suitable for mother and child to enjoy together. The 
design team are working towards providing a comfortable, relaxed and family/child friendly 
environment, designed to enhance the overall visit experience and encourage the maintenance of 
links with family and friends. 

It is our intention that both indoor and outdoor play areas will be provided for visits with small 
children. The outdoor visits garden will be accessible by all visitors and additional arrangements will 
also be made to provide suitable activity for older children, such as access to age appropriate reading 
material and other suitable activities.  

Once operational, it is our intention that the visit room will be used outside normal visiting times for 
bonding and other child visits. These arrangements will reflect the good practices already in place at 
HMP and YOI Cornton Vale.” 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation includes drive time to a range of services and 
facilities but not walking or cycling times. 

Holding answer issued: 28 April 2014 (S4W-20451) 

Keith Brown: This response relates to S4W-20451 and S4W-20452, as they are specifically relating 
to individuals who experience deprivations in ‘access to services’. 

Indicators included in the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) must fulfil a number of 
criteria that accurately reflect deprivations experienced by people and satisfy the conditions of an 
‘Official Statistic’. These criteria include data being available at ‘Datazone’ level for the entirety of 
Scotland and indicators being statistical correlated to other measures of deprivation in Scotland. 

This domain was introduced in 2006 to address the perceived lack of access to services of 
individuals who live in rural areas. It is made up of several indicators, statistically correlated with other 
measures of deprivation, and include journey times to the following amenities: GP surgeries, petrol 
stations, post office, primary and secondary schools and retail centres. 

Journey times to primary and secondary schools are only measured in drive times as there is no 
consistent timetable information across every datazone for school buses. The focus of SIMD is to 
measure deprivation, there is currently no consistent data available that statistically explains an 
individual’s experience of deprivation with walking and cycling times to local amenities. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation includes drive time to primary and secondary schools 
but not public transport times or availability. 

Holding answer issued: 28 April 2014 (S4W-20452) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20451 on 28 April 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-20451 
S4W-20452 

 


