
Friday 25 April 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-19493 by Richard Lochhead on 27 February 2014, what research has 
been undertaken to determine whether the number of screening applications received since 2007 is 
an indication of (a) a low level of activity that breaches the regulations or (b) low awareness of farmers 
of the requirements of the regulations, and, if so, whether that research has been published. 

Holding answer issued: 24 April 2014 (S4W-20372) 

Richard Lochhead: The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) register, records the numbers of 
screening applications and the number of these which then require a full EIA under the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006. This data is collected from Rural 
Payments and Inspections Directorate area offices. As yet, there has not been any research carried 
out to determine whether the numbers provided in the written answer to S4W-19493 are due to a low 
level of activity that breaches the regulations or are a result of farmer’s awareness of the regulations. 
However, we intend to begin a review later this year of the implementation of the regulations, including 
associated guidance. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-19493 by Richard Lochhead on 27 February 2014, what steps it has 
taken to determine the effectiveness of the environmental impact assessment guidance issued to 
farmers and Agriculture, Food and Rural Communities area office staff in ensuring that the purpose of 
the Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006 is met. 

Holding answer issued: 24 April 2014 (S4W-20373) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government’s network of Rural Payments and Inspection Division 
(RPID) area offices carefully consider the potential environmental effects of all applications for land 
change submitted by land managers, as required under the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006. RPID staff consult with Scottish Natural Heritage, Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency and Historic Scotland. Other bodies, such as local authorities, are 
consulted if appropriate. All decisions are recorded in a public register, available for public inspection, 
and an appeals process exists, with the appointment of an independent person as appropriate. 

We believe this forms the basis for a robust and effective implementation framework. However we 
intend to begin a review later this year of the implementation of the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006, including associated guidance. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-19498 by Richard Lochhead on 27 February 2014, what the content is 
of the training that Agriculture, Food and Rural Communities area office staff receive regarding 
implementation of Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006; 
whether it includes practical guidance on how to identify uncultivated or semi-natural land, and who 
delivers it. 

Holding answer issued: 24 April 2014 (S4W-20374) 

Richard Lochhead: Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate inspectors have relevant 
professional agricultural qualifications and their knowledge of land classification is complimented by 
local training delivered by experienced staff. The training covers the obligations the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006 places on land managers, plant species 
indicative of uncultivated or semi-natural land and the Environmental Impact Assessment application 
process in general. In addition, due to the current overlap with cross compliance the annual cross 
compliance training highlights the activities land managers are not allowed to undertake without 
approval under the Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006. 



 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will introduce the Single Use Carrier Bags Charge (Scotland) Regulations 2014 
and on what date it expects the regulations to effect. 

 (S4W-20442) 

Richard Lochhead: The Single Use Carrier Bags Charge (Scotland) Regulations 2014 were 
introduced to Parliament on 3 April 2014. They will come into effect on 20 October 2014. 

 

Health and Social Care 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
help people with early onset dementia who are too young to receive a care package. 

 (S4W-20402) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government’s Standards of Care for Dementia in Scotland (2011) set out 
the minimum standard of care to which people with dementia, including early onset dementia, are 
entitled to. On-going national implementation of the Promoting Excellence dementia workforce skills 
and knowledge framework (2011) is supporting local services deliver those standards. 

Under 65s have different post-diagnostic support needs in areas such as maintaining their 
community connections and accessing peer support. Our national post-diagnostic target, underpinned 
by a commitment that everyone diagnosed from 1 April 2013 will receive a minimum of a year’s worth 
of dedicated support, coordinated by a trained link worker and regardless of age, is based on 
Alzheimer Scotland’s 5 Pillar person centred support model and will help meet those needs. 

Last year, Health Scotland published Younger people with dementia: living well with your diagnosis. 
Developed in partnership with Alzheimer Scotland, it provides a range of insights and information from 
younger people with dementia and their family carers in their own words about what helps to live well 
with the diagnosis. 

Local authorities have a duty under the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968 to assess the needs of 
people and decide whether they should arrange any services and, if so, which services. Local 
authorities are expected to ensure that the resources available are used in the most effective way to 
meet individual care needs. Under Section 87(1A) of the 1968 Act, a local authority may charge for the 
adult non-residential, non-personal care it provides. 

 

 Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on the stated benefits of the national heart failure audit. 

 (S4W-20464) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is committed to providing the best quality care and 
treatment for people living with heart failure in Scotland. As with all aspects of heart disease we want 
services that address a person’s care needs on an individual basis. 

The Scottish Government’s preferred approach to improving outcomes for people with heart failure 
is to work with the Scottish Patient Safety Programme to deliver the Heart Failure Bundle as part of a 
national programme of work being taken forward in relation to heart failure. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what studies it has 
conducted into (a) cases of and (b) the impact of assisted suicide in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-20510) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has not conducted any specific studies into the cases 
of and the impact of assisted suicide. 

 



Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
has had with the (a) British Medical Association and (b) General Medical Council regarding assisted 
suicide since 1999. 

 (S4W-20514) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has met with the British Medical Association and the 
General Medical Council several times to discuss a variety of topics. There have been no specific 
meetings to discuss assisted suicide. 

Learning and Justice 

 Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much has been raised from the sale of school buildings in each in each 
year since 1999, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-20534) 

Michael Russell: The ownership of school buildings in Scotland lies with the local authorities. The 
Scottish Government does not own school buildings, therefore, it does not hold any information 
relating to the sale of school buildings. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much it is spending on adult learning and how much of that is spent on adult literacy and development. 

 (S4W-20542) 

Michael Russell: The Education Scotland Community Learning and Development Policy and 
Improvement Team aims to support the work and outcomes identified in the Strategic Guidance for 
Community Planning Partnerships: Community Learning and Development. Of the £693,000 funding 
available in 2013-14 for Scotland’s Strategic Funding Partnerships, £578,500 was awarded to those 
with an adult learning/adult literacy focus. With the same aim, of the £427,424 funding available for 
2013-14 for Small Grants, £111,207 was awarded to projects which had an adult learning/adult literacy 
element to the work as outlined in the projects’ applications. 

Improving literacy for all is a key aim of the Scottish Government’s Literacy Action Plan and is 
therefore a goal that all national bodies, local authorities and their partners should be committed to. No 
additional discrete funding has been allocated through the Literacy Action Plan as this should be an 
outcome that is embedded throughout wider policy development and delivery, from the early years 
through to adulthood. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much it spends annually on adult literacy. 

 (S4W-20543) 

Michael Russell: The Education Scotland Community Learning and Development Policy and 
Improvement Team aims to support the work and outcomes identified in the Strategic Guidance for 
Community Planning Partnerships: Community Learning and Development. Of the £693,000 funding 
available in 2013-14 for Scotland’s Strategic Funding Partnerships, £578,500 was awarded to those 
with an adult learning/adult literacy focus. With the same aim, of the £427,424 funding available for 
2013-14 for small grants, £111,207 was awarded to projects which had an adult learning/adult literacy 
element to the work as outlined in the projects’ applications. 

Improving literacy for all is a key aim of the Scottish Government’s Literacy Action Plan and is 
therefore a goal that all national bodies, local authorities and their partners should be committed to. No 
additional discrete funding has been allocated through the Literacy Action Plan, as this should be an 
outcome that is embedded throughout wider policy development and delivery, from the early years 
through to adulthood. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
changes there have been in the last five years in terms of (a) enrolment in and (b) funding of adult 
learning. 



 (S4W-20545) 

Michael Russell: College students studying full-time courses are eligible for free tuition and are 
supported by record levels of student support, of over £102 million this academic year. This is part of a 
commitment of over £500 million for colleges, allowing them to maintain the number of full-time 
equivalent student places. And students progressing from HNC/Ds to 2

nd
/3rd year of university are 

now exempt from council tax. 

In addition to free tuition and improved support for part time study, the higher education student 
support package will provide a minimum income of £7,500 from 2014-15 for those with a household 
income of less than £17,000 per annum. Each university also operates a discretionary fund supported 
by investment from the Scottish Government.  

The number of Scottish students attending Scottish universities is increasing. Between 2012-13 and 
2013-14, there was a 2% increase in the numbers of students starting a course. Further, recent figures 
from March 2014 confirm that the proportion of entrants to higher education from the 20% most 
deprived areas of Scotland rose to 15.8% in 2012-13, a record level. 

Individual learning accounts are a demand-led source of funding, providing up to £200 per year 
towards the cost of learning. They are targeted at low paid, low skilled and unemployed individuals. 
The funding can be used towards a wide range of courses and supports individuals to improve their 
skills, gain qualifications and be better placed to get into or stay in employment. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many places are available in colleges for students with learning difficulties. 

 (S4W-20546) 

Michael Russell: The latest figures make clear that in 2012-13, 22% of all learning hours delivered 
were to students with a disclosed disability or requiring additional learning support; a 3 percentage 
point increase on the 2006-07 proportion of 19%. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it will take in response to the reported reduction in local authority spending on adult literacy and 
numeracy. 

 (S4W-20547) 

Michael Russell: Under the Concordat, the Scottish Government establishes the overall direction 
and desired outcomes for policies but does not manage local service delivery. Each individual local 
authority is responsible for what it spends on adult literacy and numeracy, based on its evaluation of 
local needs. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
funding is available for disadvantaged adults who want to further their education. 

 (S4W-20550) 

Michael Russell: College students studying full-time courses are eligible for free tuition and are 
supported by record levels of student support, of over £102 million this academic year. This is part of a 
commitment of over £500 million for colleges, allowing them to maintain the number of full-time 
equivalent student places. Students progressing from HNC/Ds to 2

nd
/3rd year of university are now 

exempt from council tax. 

In addition to free tuition and improved support for part time study, the higher education student 
support package will provide a minimum income of £7,500 from 2014-15 for those with a household 
income of less than £17,000 per annum. Each university also operates a discretionary fund supported 
by investment from the Scottish Government.  

Individual learning accounts are a demand-led source of funding, providing up to £200 per year 
towards the cost of learning. They are targeted at low paid, low skilled and unemployed individuals. 

 



Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
Police Scotland records all (a) statutory and (b) non-statutory stop and search incidents; what 
information about each incident is collected; whether it will publish details of the number of incidents, 
broken down by the (i) age, (ii) gender and (iii) ethnicity of the person stopped, and whether it will 
make such information publicly available on a regular basis. 

 (S4W-20570) 

Kenny MacAskill: The information requested is a matter for Police Scotland. I have alerted the 
Chief Constable to your question and I have asked him to reply to you direct. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
economically inactive women with dependent children aged from one to five there are. 

 (S4W-20628) 

Angela Constance: The Annual Population Survey provides the preferred measure for detailed 
labour market information for subsets of the population in Scotland. The latest data covers the period 
from January 2013 to December 2013. 

In 2013, there were an estimated 80,000 economically inactive women with dependent children 
aged from one to five. 
Notes: 
1. Estimates rounded to nearest thousand. 
2. Estimates exclude those who gave no response to this question. 
 
 
The following question received a holding answer: 
 
S4W-20419 

 


