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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20327 by John Swinney on 1 April 2014, for what 
reasons the component revenue streams of the £700 million from different taxes were not identified in 
the answer. 

 (S4W-20499) 

John Swinney: The answer to S4W-20327 refers to a previously answered question S4W-20084 on 
20 March 2014, which provided information on how different tax revenue streams could be affected by 
an increase in female participation rate in Scotland to match Sweden’s. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20327 by John Swinney on 1 April 2014, what 
estimate it has of the contribution to the £700 million from increases in receipts from (a) income tax, 
(b) national insurance, (c) VAT, (d) fuel duty, (e) excise duties and (f) other taxes. 

 (S4W-20500) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government estimates that the revenues from the specific taxes 
identified in the question would increase if Scotland’s female participation rate was to match 
Sweden’s. The total increase in all revenues would be expected to amount to £700 million in the long-
term. Further detail is provided in the Childcare and Labour Market Participation – Economic Analysis 
paper which can be found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0044/00441783.pdf. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20327 by John Swinney on 1 April 2014, how it 
calculated the figure of £700 million.  

 (S4W-20501) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government modelled the impacts of increased female participation 
using a Computable General Equilibrium model of the Scottish economy. As outlined in the Childcare 
and Labour Market Participation – Economic Analysis paper, the increase in the tax revenues by £700 
million that could arise from matching Sweden’s female participation rate would be expected to come 
from a range of different tax revenue streams. As highlighted in the paper, as individuals move into 
employment, or increase the hours they work, they would pay more tax through income tax and 
national insurance. In addition, as individuals’ incomes increase and their spending rises, receipts 
from indirect taxes such as VAT, fuel duty and excise duties would also be expected to rise. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20327 by John Swinney on 1 April 2014, whether 
ministers have seen the component amounts from the different tax revenue streams that make up the 
figure of £700 million.  

 (S4W-20502) 

John Swinney: As outlined in the Childcare and Labour Market Participation – Economic Analysis 
paper, the increase in the tax revenues by £700 million that could arise from matching Sweden’s 
female participation rate would be expected to come from a range of different tax revenue streams. 
Further detail is contained in the paper on pages 4-6. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20327 by John Swinney on 1 April 2014, whether 
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it will place in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) a list of its estimates of the 
component tax revenue streams that contribute to the £700 million.  

 (S4W-20503) 

John Swinney: The information on the component tax revenue streams that contribute to the £700 
million is available in the Childcare and Labour Market Participation – Economic Analysis paper 
published in January 2014. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20327 by John Swinney on 1 April 2014, on how 
many previous occasions since 2011 it has referred members to their original question when it has 
been asked for further details. 

 (S4W-20504) 

John Swinney: The information on the number of all parliamentary questions answered by Scottish 
Ministers since 2011, where the members were referred to the original answer is not held centrally. A 
parliamentary questions search can be performed by following the following link:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20327 by John Swinney on 1 April 2014, whether 
its officials have access to a breakdown of the amounts raised by the component tax revenue streams 
that make up the £700 million. 

 (S4W-20505) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20502 on 24 April 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx  

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20327 by John Swinney on 1 April 2014, whether 
it had modelled changes to the rates of the component taxes when it produced the total figure of £700 
million.  

 (S4W-20506) 

John Swinney: As outlined in the answer to question S4W-20501 on 24 April 2014, the £700 million 
is the estimated increase in revenues that could arise if Scotland matched Swedish female 
participation rate. All tax rates are held constant. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20327 by John Swinney on 1 April 2014, whether 
the Council of Economic Advisers has been asked to consider the component revenue streams of the 
£700 million to ensure that the basis for the calculations is robust. 

 (S4W-20507) 

John Swinney: The Council of Economic Advisers considered the economic and social importance 
of improving childcare provision in Scotland at their meeting on 30 August 2013. The council’s 
discussion was informed by a presentation by the late Professor Ailsa McKay on the economic and 
social importance of access to childcare. The minutes of this discussion are available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Economy/Council-Economic-Advisers/Meetings/30-08-2013 

The council also received an update on childcare at their meeting on 7 March 2014. Minutes of this 
meeting will be published online in due course. The analysis informing the council’s deliberations will 
be reflected in the Annual Chair’s Report of the Council of Economic Advisers. It is anticipated that the 
chair’s report will be published in spring 2014. 
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Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20327 by John Swinney on 1 April 2014, whether 
it is aware of any external economist who has identified the component revenue streams that make up 
the £700 million. 

 (S4W-20508) 

John Swinney: The £700 million figure referred to in the question is an output of the Scottish 
Government’s in-house modelling of the impacts of increased female participation. The Computable 
General Equilibrium model that was used for this modelling work was developed by the well-respected 
Fraser of Allander Institute at University of Strathclyde who are among the leading experts in this field 
of economic modelling. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
would deal with the reported issue of (a) capital flight from and (b) lack of reinvestment of Scottish 
wealth in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-20535) 

John Swinney: Scotland is one of the wealthiest nations in the world. With a geographic share of 
North Sea oil and gas output, Scotland would have the 14th highest levels of GDP per capita in the 
OECD in 2012, ranked four places above the UK. Standard and Poor’s have stated that even 
excluding North Sea output an independent Scotland would qualify for their highest economic 
assessment. 

Scotland is already an attractive place to invest, and would continue to be an important destination 
for investment as an independent nation. Analysis published by the Scottish Government shows that 
Scottish Gross National Income per capita was higher than the UK average in 2010 and that the 
majority of Scottish GDP is retained in Scotland. The experimental statistics can be found via: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0043/00438352.pdf. 

The Fiscal Commission Working Group have proposed, a well-designed and robust macroeconomic 
framework which is workable from day one of independence to ensure a stable and resilient economy. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the (a) long-term and (b) short-term impact on the economy has been of any previous loss of short-
term construction work. 

 (S4W-20539) 

John Swinney: The construction sector in Scotland and the UK has been impacted heavily by the 
economic downturn. However, the most recent figures show that during 2013, the construction sector 
in Scotland grew by 1.0%. 

It is widely recognised that supporting capital investment during challenging economic conditions is 
essential as it provides a timely boost to activity and jobs in the construction sector whilst helping to 
retain vital skills and expertise. It also creates a legacy of assets, such as schools and transport 
infrastructure, which can have long-lasting economic benefits. 

This is why we accelerated capital investment at the height of the economic downturn. It is also why 
we plan to support investment of more than £8 billion in 2014-15 and 2015-16 through our traditional 
capital budget, the Non Profit Distributing (NPD) pipeline, rail investment through Network Rail’s 
Regulatory Asset Base, and allocating some resource funding to capital assets. 

In addition, we have announced a further £1 billion worth of infrastructure investment by extending 
the current NPD programme through to 2019-20. Additional investment will build on the success of the 
current programme and will provide the construction sector with a future pipeline of work. 

The importance attached to capital investment and the recognition of its vital role in supporting the 
construction sector and the wider economy is in contrast to the approach of the UK Government which 
has cut Scotland’s capital budget by 26 per cent in real terms between 2010-11 and 2015-16. 
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Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has considered the idea of an "oil for debt swap". 

 (S4W-20540) 

John Swinney: As set out in Scotland’s Future, the apportionment of the UK national debt will be 
negotiated and agreed as part of the overall settlement on assets and liabilities. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much access it has to (a) monetary and (b) fiscal policy and how much it would have in an 
independent Scotland in a formal currency union with the rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-20541) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has no involvement in monetary policy which is formally 
reserved to the UK Government. The Bank of England sets monetary policy for the UK as a whole and 
is operationally independent from government. 

Post-independence, the Bank of England would remain operationally independent and be 
accountable to both Scotland and the rest of the UK through a shareholder agreement under our 
proposals. Monetary policy would be set according to the economic conditions across the entire 
sterling area. 

Under the current constitutional framework the Scottish Government and Scottish Parliament only 
have limited control over fiscal policy. The Scottish budget is set by UK Government and key 
expenditures such as welfare, defence, and energy are controlled outside Scotland. 

The Scottish Parliament is only responsible for around 8 per cent of taxes raised in Scotland when 
including a geographical share of North Sea revenues. With the new tax powers of the Scotland Act 
2012 this figure will only increase to around 16 per cent. 

With independence, Scotland will have full control over fiscal policy, with full powers on taxes, 
spending and borrowing, along with the other economic policy levers needed to grow the economy 
and create a fairer society. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it based its 
suggested 6% increase in female participation on in the paper, Childcare and Labour Market 
Participation – Economic Analysis. 

 (S4W-20579) 

John Swinney: The 6 percentage point increase in female participation referred to in the question is 
based on the gap between female participation in Scotland and Sweden, which has a range of policies 
designed to support parents into work including a universal entitlement to childcare from age 1. As 
outlined in the paper, closing this gap could lead to an increase in output by £2.2 billion and revenues 
by £700 million. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what modelling it 
carried out to calculate the suggested £700 million increase in tax revenue as a result of the childcare 
policies outlined in the white paper on independence. 

 (S4W-20580) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government modelled the impacts of increased female participation 
using a detailed Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) model of the Scottish economy. The model is 
used by the Scottish Government to model the impacts of economic shocks and changes in policy. 
Further detail on the framework is available in the Scottish Government report published on 
corporation tax modelling, which can be accessed by following the following link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0038/00388940.pdf 

CGE models are widely used for dynamic policy modelling by many national governments and 
international organisations. The Scottish Government’s CGE model was built by a widely respected 
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Fraser of Allander Institute at the University of Strathclyde, who are considered to be among the 
leading experts in this field of economic modelling. 

As outlined in the Childcare and Labour Market Participation – Economic Analysis paper, an 
increase in tax revenues by £700 million could arise from matching Sweden’s female participation 
rate. As highlighted in the paper, as individuals move into employment or increase the hours they 
work, they would pay more tax through income tax and national insurance. In addition, as income and 
spending rises, receipts from indirect taxes such as VAT, fuel duty and excise duties would also be 
expected to rise. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what modelling it 
carried out to calculate the suggested £2.2 billion increase in economic output as a result of the 
childcare policies outlined in the white paper on independence. 

 (S4W-20581) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government modelled the impacts of increased female participation 
using a Computable General Equilibrium model of the Scottish economy. As outlined in the Childcare 
and Labour Market Participation – Economic Analysis paper, an increase in output by £2.2 billion 
could arise from matching Sweden’s female participation rate. Such an expansion is modelled to take 
place over a number of years. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it means by 
“the analysis below illustrates the impact of a boost in female participation rates rather than a specific 
policy" on page four of the paper, Childcare and Labour Market Participation – Economic Analysis. 

 (S4W-20582) 

John Swinney: The analysis published in the Childcare and Labour Market Participation – 
Economic Analysis paper highlights the potential effects on the Scottish economy of increasing female 
activity rates. It illustrates the impact of increasing the female participation rate by 2 percentage points 
and then of matching the rate observed in Norway and Sweden. 

Governance and Communities 

 Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will be in a position to specify a minimum distance between unconventional gas operations and 
residential and water-protection areas and whether it will include below-ground operations. 

 (S4W-20493) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government is still considering revisions to the finalised Scottish 
Planning Policy (SPP) following public consultation. Following Economy, Energy and Tourism 
Committee scrutiny of National Planning Framework 3 and the accompanying SPP position statement, 
a number of the committee’s recommendations seek greater clarity on unconventional gas. I intend by 
June 2014 for the finalised SPP to make the Scottish Government intentions clear. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on progress on the proposed Community Empowerment (Scotland) 
Bill. 

 (S4W-20576) 

Derek Mackay: The Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill is due to be introduced to the 
Scottish Parliament before the end of this parliamentary year. 

Health and Social Care 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
under 65 have been diagnosed with dementia. 

 (S4W-20399) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. 



Projected figures are approximations based on prevalence modelling only. Using the Eurocode 
prevalence model, there are approximately 3,000 people with dementia under 65 in Scotland, out of 
an approximate total of 86,000 cases of dementia. 

The national dementia post-diagnostic HEAT target states that by 2015-16 all people diagnosed 
from April 2013, (including all people under 65 with the illness), will have a minimum of a year’s worth 
of dedicated post-diagnostic support, coordinated by a named link worker. The data collected centrally 
in connection with this target includes the age of the recipient of the service. This data will be available 
once it is of sufficient quality. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what support is 
available for people with dementia and whether there is any support specifically for people under 65 
with dementia. 

 (S4W-20400) 

Alex Neil: We know that of the 86,000 people currently living with dementia in Scotland, around 
3,000 are under 65. 

Last year, Health Scotland published Younger people with dementia: living well with your diagnosis. 
Developed in partnership with Alzheimer Scotland, it provides a range of insights and information from 
younger people with dementia and their family carers in their own words about what helps to live well 
with the diagnosis. 

There are specific challenges for this group. Rarer forms of dementia are more common in under 
65s and can be more difficult to diagnose. 

Under 65s have different post-diagnostic support needs, in areas such as maintaining their 
community connections and accessing peer support. 

Our national post-diagnostic target, underpinned by a commitment that everyone diagnosed from 1 
April 2013 will receive a minimum of a year’s worth of dedicated support, coordinated by a trained link 
worker and regardless of age, is based on Alzheimer Scotland’s 5 Pillar person centred support model 
and will help meet those needs. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
help people under 65 who have dementia. 

 (S4W-20401) 

Alex Neil: We know that of the 86,000 people currently living with dementia in Scotland, around 
3,000 are under 65. 

Last year, Health Scotland published Younger people with dementia: living well with your diagnosis. 
Developed in partnership with Alzheimer Scotland, it provides a range of insights and information from 
younger people with dementia and their family carers in their own words about what helps to live well 
with the diagnosis. 

There are specific challenges for this group. Rarer forms of dementia are more common in under 
65s and can be more difficult to diagnose. 

Under 65s have different post-diagnostic support needs, in areas such as maintaining their 
community connections and accessing peer support. 

Our national post-diagnostic target, underpinned by a commitment that everyone diagnosed from 1 
April 2013 will receive a minimum of a year’s worth of dedicated support, coordinated by a trained link 
worker and regardless of age, is based on Alzheimer Scotland’s 5 Pillar person centred support model 

and will help meet those needs. 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many home care 
clients are under 65 and have dementia. 

 (S4W-20404) 



Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it has 
on how many people under 65 with dementia receive housing support. 

 (S4W-20405) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of the 
overall budget for alcohol and drug partnerships (ADP) has been allocated for each ADP area for 
2014-15. 

 (S4W-20425) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20424 on 24 April 2014. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which 
can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether Scottish hospitals have adopted a vital signs scoring system similar to that in Wales or the 
national early warning score system adopted in the Republic of Ireland. 

 (S4W-20440) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Patient Safety Programme places a focus on supporting NHS boards to test 
and implement evidence based interventions to improve outcomes for patients. Early warning scoring 
is a key intervention in the general ward work stream to improve reliable detection and escalation of 
deteriorating patients. Early warning scoring was identified as one of the 10 essentials of safety which 
sets an expectation that it will be delivered to all patients, in acute health care, who can benefit from it. 
The Scottish Patient Safety Programme continues building on this progress and working with NHS 
boards to further improve the reliable response to a raised early warning score to provide appropriate 
escalation and care planning for patients who deteriorate in acute hospitals. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking in response to the recent Information Services Division 
figures showing that 218 consultant positions in hospitals are vacant, with 50 unfilled for more than six 
months. 

 (S4W-20495) 

Alex Neil: It is vital that we have the right number of staff in the right place at the right time to deliver 
the best possible patient care, and individual NHS boards are responsible for planning NHS Scotland’s 
workforce in accordance with that aim. 

Information Services Division (ISD) Scotland reports NHS workforce statistics on a quarterly basis. 
The most recent statistics, referring to the period ending 31 December 2013, were published by ISD 
Scotland on 25 February 2014 and show consultant vacancies in Scotland running at 4.5% with 1.1% 
vacant for six months or more. 

This is a low vacancy rate which allows NHS boards positive, flexible opportunities to help develop 
new roles and skill sets for NHS Scotland’s medical workforce. It should be noted that the NHS 
establishment of consultants has increased from 3,896.9 whole time equivalent (wte) as at September 
2006 to 4,823.9 wte as at December 2013, an increase of 927.0 wte or 23.8%. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has introduced "national indicators to specifically monitor progress in reducing health 
inequalities" as recommended by Audit Scotland in its December 2012 report, Health inequalities in 
Scotland. 
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 (S4W-20525) 

Alex Neil: Health inequalities are complex, long-term and influenced by a wide range of societal and 
individual factors. The Scottish Government already uses a breadth of indicators to monitor progress 
in reducing health inequalities. Rather than introducing new indicators, we are further developing the 
existing range so they can be used more effectively and give the fullest perspective possible on the 
levels of health inequality experienced in Scotland. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on prescribing the medicinal cannabis compound, Sativex, 
and whether it plans to carry out research on its effectiveness in the treatment of people with (a) 
multiple sclerosis and (b) fibromyalgia. 

 (S4W-20625) 

Alex Neil: The manufacturer of Sativex has not provided a submission to the Scottish Medicines 
Consortium. Therefore, Sativex is not currently recommended for use within the NHS in Scotland. 

The Chief Scientist Office (CSO) within the Scottish Government has responsibility for encouraging 
and supporting research into health and healthcare needs in Scotland. CSO responds primarily to 
requests for funding research proposals initiated by the research community in Scotland. CSO is not 
currently funding any research projects regarding the potential medical use of cannabis. CSO would 
welcome research proposals in this area which would be subject to the usual peer and committee 
review. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it considers it appropriate for retail and visitor services staff at the National 
Museum of Scotland doing the same job to have different terms and conditions. 

 (S4W-20378) 

Fiona Hyslop: The terms and conditions of staff employed by the national museums are an 
operational matter for that body. I am advised by the national museums that retail staff and visitor 
services staff have different roles, job descriptions and person specifications. The terms and 
conditions of staff employed by National Museums Scotland Enterprises Ltd were agreed as being 
outside government pay policy by the government when the body was established in 1998. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-20362 
S4W-20372 
S4W-20373 
S4W-20374 

 


