
Tuesday 22 April 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the publication in 2012 of the Royal Society of Edinburgh’s report, Tapping all our Talents - 
Women in science, technology, engineering and mathematics: a strategy for Scotland, what progress 
has been made to encourage women to study STEM subjects and to improve the retention of women 
in STEM professions. 

 (S4W-20467) 

John Swinney: Dr Alasdair Allan, Minister for Learning, Science and Scotland’s Languages, wrote 
to the Royal Society of Edinburgh in May 2013, setting out the progress made to encourage women to 
study STEM subjects and to improve the retention of women in science, technology, engineering, 
maths and medicine (STEM) professions. This requires a strategic approach as the issues apply 
across many sectors other than STEM alone. This strategic approach is guided by the Strategic Group 
for Women and Work, chaired by Angela Constance. Apart from addressing equality issues across 
sectors specific progress has been made in the STEM sector. 

£600,000 funding was announced for the Scottish Resource Centre for Women in Science, 
Engineering and Technology, securing delivery of their work to 2015. Their work has direct impact with 
individuals and organisations by addressing skills shortages, increasing the pool of qualified, skilled 
staff, raising awareness of the issues women face and increasing the profile of women in STEM 
careers. 

The Scottish university sector has fully committed to increasing the diversity of the research 
workforce. Through outcome agreements with the Scottish Funding Council all the research intensive 
Scottish universities have agreed to seek awards under the Athena Swan charter, which recognises 
commitment to advancing women's careers in STEM in higher education. 

Membership of Athena SWAN by Scottish Higher Education Institutes has increased from 4 in 2010 
to 14. Eight of the universities have already been awarded Bronze Awards. A further three 
departments have achieved silver awards and the University of Edinburgh, School of Chemistry 
achieved a Gold Award, the second of only four schools in the UK to do this. 

At the Women’s Employment Summit in September 2012 the First Minister announced the 
CareerWise fund, which is a £250,000 fund to encourage girls and young women to consider careers 
in science, engineering and technology.  

CareerWise works in partnership with organisations to give female undergraduates and school 
pupils experience of working in the computer science, engineering and science sectors. CareerWise 
has secured over 40 paid student placements in a variety of organisations across Scotland this year 
alongside securing school placements for pupils across a number of schools and local authority areas. 

Make Young People Your Business is the Scottish Government’s campaign to persuade employers 
across Scotland of the business case for recruiting and growing young talent. During the week 7 to 14 
March 2014 ministerial engagement was around the theme of Make Young People Your Business in 
the Digital/ICT sector, with a particular focus on attracting more young women into the sector. 

Governance and Communities 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what planning guidelines it will use to regulate new house building on flood 
plains. 

 (S4W-20459) 

Derek Mackay: Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) sets out the Scottish Government’s policy on 
planning and flooding. Current SPP, published in 2010, provides a risk framework and outlines an 
appropriate planning response to provide a basis for decision-making. 

SPP is currently under review. A revised SPP, which will retain a risk framework, is due to be 
published in June 2014. 



Strategy and External Affairs 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
accusations about the use of excessive force by Home Office immigration compliance and 
enforcement teams that operate in Scotland have been received by (a) Police Scotland and (b) the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. 

 (S4W-20352) 

Humza Yousaf: This information is not held centrally by the Scottish Government and is a matter for 
Police Scotland and the Crown Office respectively. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
provides facilities to Home Office immigration compliance and enforcement teams that operate in 
Scotland and, if so, where these are located. 

 (S4W-20354) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government does not provide facilities to Home Office immigration 
compliance and enforcement teams. Home Office immigration enforcement can request from Police 
Scotland, with 72 hours’ notice, use of custody facilities where these may be required for an operation. 
The location of these custody facilities is dependent upon where the operation is to take place. Home 
Office Immigration Enforcement utilise custody suites as directed by Police Scotland. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
Home Office immigration compliance and enforcement teams that operate in Scotland can access the 
(a) staffing and (b) other resources of Police Scotland. 

 (S4W-20357) 

Humza Yousaf: There is joint working between Home Office immigration enforcement and the 
Border Policing Command within Police Scotland’s Specialist Crime Division, the focus of which has 
been to protect vulnerable people and identify those foreign national offenders who are causing harm 
to communities. At present Police Scotland have one officer seconded to Home Office immigration 
enforcement. There is one Home Office immigration enforcement officer embedded within Specialist 
Crime Division and two officers embedded within key custody suites to ensure the appropriate checks 
on detainees are being carried out. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
provides funding to (a) local authorities and (b) third sector organisations in relation to the work of 
Home Office immigration compliance and enforcement teams that operate in Scotland. 

 (S4W-20359) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government does not provide specific funding to local authorities or 
third sector organisations in relation to the work of Home Office immigration compliance and 
enforcement teams. 

Transport Scotland 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason the MV Coruisk was deployed on the Dunoon-Gourock route 
in light of advice from CalMac that it was not well suited to the route and there was no guarantee that it 
would provide a more reliable service. 

 (S4W-20484) 

Keith Brown: The Argyll Ferries Ltd (AFL) Gourock-Dunoon service suffered significant weather 
disruption during winter 2012-13 with a significant deterioration on the previous winter. Bad weather 
affected reliability during the winter season (November 2012 to March 2013) with only 86% of sailings 
taking place. March’s figure was down at 68%. 

A limited number of options to improve the resilience of the service in the winter 2013-14 were 
available. A search for short-term replacement vessels had been initiated early in 2012 but this had 



not resulted in any suitable vessels offering significant performance improvements being found. The 
only vessel within the wider CalMac fleet available for deployment on the service was the MV Coruisk. 

Nicola Sturgeon MSP, Deputy First Minister, announced to Parliament on 19 September 2013 her 
decision to deploy the MV Coruisk as an additional vessel to carry passengers on key peak sailings 
and to be on stand-by at other times. 

The deployment at peak times ensured that key commuter services were strengthened and also 
addressed the concerns raised by AFL that the MV Coruisk would struggle to maintain the hourly 
return timetable. Keeping the deployment to two return sailings morning and evening gave confidence 
that any delays would not have significant knock-on effects to later services. This has proved to be the 
case. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what the cost to Argyll Ferries Limited was of deploying the MV Coruisk on 
the Gourock-Dunoon route. 

 (S4W-20485) 

Keith Brown: The cost to Argyll Ferries Ltd of deploying the MV Coruisk on the Gourock-Dunoon 
service this winter was £658,000. The net cost to Transport Scotland was £142,000. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many scheduled peak sailings from Monday to Saturday it anticipated 
for the MV Coruisk on the Dunoon-Gourock route; how many scheduled sailings took place and how 
many sailings were cancelled, (a) as a result of weather conditions, (b) for technical reasons or (c) due 
to unavailability of the shoreside infrastructure in Gourock. 

 (S4W-20486) 

Keith Brown: There were 479 scheduled peak sailings for the MV Coruisk with 444 of these 
scheduled sailings taking place. 32 scheduled sailings were cancelled due to adverse weather 
conditions, one for technical reasons and two due to the unavailability of the Gourock pier. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government on how many occasions the MV Coruisk was deployed on the Dunoon-
Gourock route to cover for the MV Ali Cat or the MV Argyll Flyer when they were unable to operate 
due to weather conditions and on how many occasions the MV Coruisk was late. 

 (S4W-20487) 

Keith Brown: The MV Coruisk covered the route when the other two vessels were unable to sail on 
133 occasions. The MV Coruisk was late on 224 occasions. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many passengers travelled on the MV Coruisk on the Gourock-Dunoon 
route. 

 (S4W-20488) 

Keith Brown: The MV Coruisk carried 9514 passengers during the period of her deployment. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, while MV Coruisk was deployed on the Dunoon-Gourock route, how many 
scheduled sailings of the MV (a) Ali Cat and (b) Argyll Flyer were anticipated; how many were 
completed; how many were late, and how many were cancelled (i) due to weather conditions, (ii) for 
technical reasons and (iii) due to unavailability of the shoreside infrastructure in Gourock. 

 (S4W-20490) 



Keith Brown: During the period of the deployment of the MV Coruisk, the MV Ali Cat had 1894 
scheduled sailings. 1733 of these scheduled sailings were completed and 109 were late. 159 
scheduled sailings of the MV AliCat were cancelled due to adverse weather conditions, none for 
technical reasons and two due to the unavailability of the Gourock pier. 

During the same period, the MV Argyll Flyer had 2982 scheduled sailings. 2725 of these scheduled 
sailings were completed and 117 were late. 239 scheduled sailings of the MV Argyll Flyer were 
cancelled due to adverse weather conditions, 18 for technical reasons and none due to the 
unavailability of the shoreside infrastructure in Gourock. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the MV Coruisk will be deployed on the Gourock-Dunoon route in 
winter 2014-15 and on the Wemyss Bay-Rothesay route. 

 (S4W-20491) 

Keith Brown: A trial of the MV Coruisk on the route had been proposed and the results of this 
winter’s deployment will provide good information to inform future decision making. The purpose of the 
deployment was to improve the resilience and reliability of the service this winter. This has been 
achieved. No decisions have been taken regarding the deployment of the MV Coruisk on the Gourock-
Dunoon service next year. This will be the subject of further discussions with the operator, Argyll 
Ferries Ltd, and further analysis of the costs and benefits. 

The deployment of vessels on the Wemyss Bay-Rothesay route is an operational matter for CalMac 
Ferries Ltd. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will provide the adjusted budgeted grant figures for the remaining 
years of the Argyll Ferries Ltd public services obligation (PSO), including the costs associated with the 
deployment of the MV Coruisk, the replacement bus service and any other anticipated payments 
made in relation to the terms of the PSO. 

 (S4W-20524) 

Keith Brown: Please see the following information relating to the remaining three years of the Argyll 
Ferries Ltd public service contract: 

Contract year 
(July-June) 

Grant 
(£)’000 

Fuel Cost 
(£)’000 

2014-15 2,160 tbc 

2015-16 2,174 tbc 

2016-17 2,237 tbc 

This updates information provided in reply to parliamentary question S4W-08559 on 19 July 2012. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will place a copy of the alternative route certificate for the A87 Skye crossing in the Scottish 
Parliamentary Information Centre (SPICe). 

 (S4W-20531) 

Keith Brown: A certificate of this nature is not required. A certificate is required when another 
reasonably convenient route is available or will be built. 

 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-20307 by Keith Brown on 2 April 2014 and given the interpretation of 
“prescribe” in section 142 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, whether a special road scheme 
under section 7 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 is exercising powers of regulation in a way that the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 had not done. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-20567) 

Keith Brown: The definition of “prescribed” in section 142 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
does not apply to section 7 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984. The Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
regulates, among other matters, the use of special roads authorised under section 7 of the Roads 
(Scotland) Act 1984. “Special road” is defined in section 142 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
and section 17 of that Act is the primary regulating provision. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
fatal road accidents there have been on the A82 between (a) Onich and Fort William, (b) Fort William 
and Spean Bridge, (c) Spean Bridge and Fort Augustus and (d) Fort Augustus and Inverness in each 
of the last five years. 

 (S4W-20635) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland collates information on reported personal injury accidents on trunk 
roads in Scotland and this database is updated periodically, as data provided by the police is checked 
and verified. The following table shows the number of fatal accidents on the A82 between Onich and 
Inverness in each of the last five years: 

Fatal accidents on the A82 by year 

 

Onich- 
Fort William 

Fort William- 
Spean Bridge 

Spean Bridge- 
Fort Augustus 

Fort Augustus- 
Inverness 

2009 0 1 2 0 

2010 0 0 1 2 

2011 0 0 0 1 

2012 0 1 0 1 

2013* 0 2 0 2 

*data is accurate to November 2013 

The figures quoted may differ slightly from those published elsewhere due to being extracted on a 
different date and the database may have changed between the two dates, e.g. due to late returns or 
corrections. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
road accidents resulting in serious injury there have been on the A82 between (a) Onich and Fort 
William, (b) Fort William and Spean Bridge, (c) Spean Bridge and Fort Augustus and (d) Fort Augustus 
and Inverness in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-20639) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland collates information on reported personal injury accidents on trunk 
roads in Scotland and this database is updated periodically, as data provided by the police is checked 
and verified. The following table shows the number of serious accidents on the A82 between Onich 
and Inverness in each of the last five years: 

Serious accidents on the A82 by year 

 

Onich- 
Fort William 

Fort William- 
Spean Bridge 

Spean Bridge- 
Fort Augustus 

Fort Augustus- 
Inverness 

2009 0 1 2 1 

2010 1 1 0 2 

2011 0 0 1 3 

2012 1 1 1 5 

2013* 1 0 0 4 

*data is accurate to November 2013 

The figures quoted may differ slightly from those published elsewhere due to being extracted on a 
different date and the database may have changed between the two dates, e.g. due to late returns or 
corrections. 

 



John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
times in each of the last five years road design has been considered a contributory factor in accidents 
on the A82. 

 (S4W-20643) 

Keith Brown: The police record details of all personal injury accidents, including on the A82 trunk 
road, however road design is not recorded as a contributory factor. 

 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will adopt the Corran ferry crossing as part of the national trunk road system. 

 (S4W-20661) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has no plans to include ferry crossings as part of the trunk 
road network. 

 


