
Thursday 10 April 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether there would be a change in research and development funding available in an independent 
Scotland and, if so, how it will affect the science and engineering industries. 

 (S4W-20537) 

John Swinney: Scotland’s Future highlights that investment in research and development (R&D) 
activity is a key component of supporting innovation and economic performance. In an independent 
Scotland there will therefore be a strong focus on innovation and R&D for the benefit of the whole 
Scottish economy, including the science and engineering sectors. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the comment by David Davidson of Spence and Partners and ICAS that, in order to match current 
UK dependency ratios by 2066, Scotland requires the immigration of one million working people. 

 (S4W-20557) 

John Swinney: Scotland faces lower projected percentage growth in the working age population 
than the UK (4% in Scotland, 12% in the UK over the period 2012-2037) and this affects the 
respective dependency ratios referenced by David Davidson. 

However, detailed analysis by David Comerford (Stirling University) has concluded that only 
“relatively modest” increases in net migration would be required to eliminate the difference between 
Scotland and the UK. 

Further, an independent Scotland would address long run pensions affordability by a broad 
approach to sustainable economic growth, through increasing productivity and labour participation in 
Scotland, as well as boosting the working age population. 

Governance and Communities 

 Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how long on average each local authority in the Highlands and Islands region has taken 
to process a building warrant application in each of the last five years; how many applications each 
has processed; how many have taken over (a) one and (b) two months to process, and how these 
figures compare with the Scottish average. 

 (S4W-20444) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. From 2005, local 
authorities’ verification performance has been measured under a balanced scorecard framework. This 
required them to have in place a customer charter that included measurable performance targets. 

Building on the previous approach, a revised performance framework for local authority verifiers was 
introduced in May 2012. The objectives include improving processing times, driving consistency, and 
enhancing the customer experience. The Scottish Government intends to publish a report in the 
autumn on the first full reporting year (April 2013 – March 2014) of the performance framework. Local 
authority balanced scorecards from 2006-7 to 2012-13 can be viewed at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Building/Building-standards/publications/publa. 

 

Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how long on average each local authority in the Highlands and Islands region has taken 
to process a building warrant completion certificate application in each of the last five years; how many 
applications each has processed; how many have taken over (a) one and (b) two months to process, 
and how these figures compare with the Scottish average.   

 (S4W-20447) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Building/Building-standards/publications/publa


Derek Mackay: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20444 on 10 April 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Learning and Justice 

 Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government , further to the answer to question S4W-19720 by Kenny MacAskill on 24 
February 2014, on what day the summit will be held. 

 (S4W-20334) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government’s Responsible Dog Ownership Summit was held in 
Edinburgh on Thursday 27 March 2014. 

There were over 50 representatives in attendance from organisations including the Scottish Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Guide Dogs Scotland, the Dogs Trust, Police Scotland and 
local authorities. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government (a) how many and (b) what proportion of female prisoners are classified as high security. 

 (S4W-20339) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The Scottish Prison Service does not use the security classification system. Prisons are classified as 
requiring high, medium or low levels of supervision. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the highest security category of prisoners at HMP Inverclyde will be and what 
proportion are expected to be classified as high security. 

 (S4W-20340) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The Scottish Prison Service operates a high, medium and low supervision system which governs the 
level of supervision and monitoring prisoners require. HMP and YOI Inverclyde will hold women 
prisoners of all supervision levels. There are currently around 18% of women prisoners classified as 
high supervision. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government which (a) international experts and (b) children and family groups the Scottish Prison 
Service has consulted regarding the design of HMP Inverclyde. 

 (S4W-20342) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The HMP and YOI Inverclyde project design team have carried out extensive literature reviews and 
benchmarking exercises to ensure the facility is robustly designed to meet the needs of women. This 
included attendance at international events as well as a range of institutions both at home and abroad 
meeting with a range of experts. 

SACRO, Families Outside, Turning Point and Willow Project are an example of some of the children 
and family groups who have been involved during the development’s design phase. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions have taken place regarding public transport links to HMP Inverclyde. 

 (S4W-20343) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

Ove Arup and Partners Scotland Ltd were commissioned by the HMP and YOI Inverclyde project 
design team to produce a travel plan which details sustainable travel options for visitors and staff to 
the new prison and YOI. The travel plan includes for the provision of a travel plan co-ordinator who will 
be appointed in 2015. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions have taken place regarding healthcare services at HMP Inverclyde. 

 (S4W-20344) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde health board are closely involved in the design phase of HMP and YOI 
Inverclyde development project. This partnership working will continue throughout the development 
lifecycle.  Primary care services will be provided at the new establishment to a standard equivalent to 
that available within the community.  

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what provision HMP Inverclyde will make for prisoners (a) who are pregnant and (b) with 
babies. 

 (S4W-20345) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“HMP and YOI Inverclyde will provide a purpose built mother and baby unit which may also be used, 
as appropriate, and depending on individual need, for pregnant women who may also be 
accommodated in mainstream accommodation. 

All pregnant women and those with babies will have their physical needs met by the NHS healthcare 
team, and their general management will be via a multidisciplinary team approach with named lead 
professionals. Each woman will also have a personal officer to co-ordinate her general care and 
support.” 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on accommodating (a) men and (b) young offenders at HMP 
Inverclyde if there is a reduction in the number of female prisoners. 

 (S4W-20346) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“HMP and YOI Inverclyde is being purpose designed as Scotland’s national facility for women 
offenders. It will provide gender specific accommodation for women of all ages, including young 
offenders. There are no plans to accommodate male offenders at HMP and YOI Inverclyde.” 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-20069 by Kenny MacAskill on 21 March 2014, how many 
regionally deployed police officers in North Region are based in (a) Aberdeen City and (b) 
Aberdeenshire and Moray. 

 (S4W-20410) 



Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government now publishes national police officer numbers. Sub-
national police officer numbers are not held centrally by the Scottish Government. This is a matter for 
Police Scotland. 

Police Scotland published sub-national police officer numbers as at 31 December 2013, on the 4 
March 2014; they can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/police-scotland/212598/ 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government , 
further to the answer to question S4W-20069 by Kenny MacAskill on 21 March 2014, how many 
nationally deployed police officers are based in (a) Aberdeen City and (b) Aberdeenshire and Moray. 

 (S4W-20412) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government now publishes national police officer numbers. Sub-
national police officer numbers are not held centrally by the Scottish Government. This is a matter for 
Police Scotland. 

Police Scotland published sub-national police officer numbers as at 31 December 2013, on the 4 
March 2014; they can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/police-scotland/212598/ 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
there are in each police control room broken down by (a) police officers and (b) civilian staff. 

 (S4W-20415) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information is already in the public domain. It was published by the Scottish 
Police Authority (SPA) for a public board meeting on 30 January 2014, and can be found on the SPA 
website at: 
http://www.spa.police.uk/news/2014/jan2014/207240/ 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has on how many of Police Scotland’s civilian workforce are members of trade unions, broken down 
by trade union. 

 (S4W-20416) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information is not held by the Scottish Government. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what contingency 
plans are in place should Police Scotland civilian staff vote to go on strike. 

 (S4W-20417) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is a matter for Police Scotland and the Scottish Police Authority (SPA). 
However, the Civil Contingencies Act and regulations place several duties on Category 1 responders, 
such as Police Scotland. The Scottish Government’s ‘Preparing Scotland’ provides further guidance 
for organisations relating to civil contingencies and business resilience. 

We are encouraged that the SPA and Police Scotland are committed to continuing dialogue with the 
unions and that the ballot on possible industrial action has been postponed. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many dog wardens there have been in each local authority area in each 
year since 1999. 

 (S4W-20420) 

http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/police-scotland/212598/
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/police-scotland/212598/
http://www.spa.police.uk/news/2014/jan2014/207240/


Kenny MacAskill: The Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010 requires that every local authority 
appoints at least one authorised officer. An authorised officer is required to be skilled in the control of 
dogs and to have the capacity to instruct and advise others in matters relating to the control of dogs. 

I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-05956 on 8 March 2012 which provides 
information on the number of authorised officers appointed by each local authority as at 5 March 2012. 
The Scottish Government will shortly be seeking updated information from local authorities on the use 
of the 2010 Act, including the number authorised officers each local authority has. We will also be 
asking local authorities how many dog wardens they have. 

The information on how many dog wardens there have been in each local authority area in each 
year since 1999 is not held centrally. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much the police have spent on kennelling dogs in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-20421) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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