
Thursday 3 April 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government which species are being considered for inclusion in the proposed 
network of marine special protection areas. 

(S4W-20316) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20315 on 3 April 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason agricultural producers have received a letter from the Rural Payments and Inspections 
Directorate intimating a re-examination of every agricultural unit's land classified as rough grazing. 

 (S4W-20282) 

Richard Lochhead: Scotland will be implementing a new type of area-based payment known as the 
basic payment scheme (BPS) in 2015, which you will be aware I have been consulting with the 
industry on; and one aspect is whether this will be based on historical land types, so it could be 
important that all land is categorised accurately. 

My officials therefore took the opportunity in the 2014 IACS claim packs, which issues to all known 
claimants of the current single farm payment scheme, to remind farmers and crofters how the different 
types of grass that are found in Scotland should be categorised, and they did this to improve the 
accuracy of the data submitted by including a guidance note on categorising grazing land. This will 
hopefully aid the smooth transition of entitlement allocation under the BPS, should historical land type 
be chosen, when farmers and crofters submit their application for this support in 2015 and beyond. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what action it will take to ensure that the proposed network of marine 
special protected areas achieves the UK level of biogeographical coherence. 

(S4W-20315) 

Richard Lochhead: Under the EU Wild Birds Directive (WBD) all member states are required to 
classify the most suitable territories, in number and size, as Special Protection Areas (SPAs). The 
provisions relating to the creation of SPAs apply to all species listed in Annex 1 of the EU Wild Birds 
Directive which are resident within a member state’s territory, as well as regularly occurring migratory 
species. 

The Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC), on behalf of Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and 
other country nature conservation agencies, has undertaken an extensive programme of surveys of 
seabirds, seaduck, divers and grebes around the entire UK. This has enabled JNCC (in its UK 
coordination role), SNH and others to assess the full geographical range of those species for which 
SPA should be identified under the EU WBD. The application of the UK SPA selection guidelines, in 
particular guideline 2.2 (‘Species Range’), will ensure that wide geographical coverage of a species 
range is achieved. 

Stage 1(4) of the UK SPA selection guidelines will be applied when application of Stages 1 (1)–(3) 
for a species does not identify an adequate suite of most suitable sites for conservation of that 
species, and enables expert judgement to be applied to select further potential SPAs as required. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will use the stage 1(4) guideline set out in The UK SPA 
network: its scope and content to propose marine special protected area status for nationally important 
populations of seabirds. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


(S4W-20317) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20315 on 3 April 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether, in light of the Committee on Climate Change report, Reducing emissions in Scotland: 2014 
progress report, it considers that it will meet its 2012 target for lowering emissions. 

 (S4W-20369) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20065 on 19 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on the statement in the Committee on Climate Change report, Reducing emissions in 
Scotland: 2014 progress report, that achieving the current legislated targets will be “difficult”; what its 
position is on the report’s view that the Scottish Government's options are to “adjust targets” or find 
“additional opportunities to reduce emissions that go beyond current and proposed policies"; whether it 
remains its position that the Second Report on Proposals and Policies will reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to meet yearly targets, and whether it will bring forward further policies and proposals due 
to failures to meet legislated targets. 

 (S4W-20370) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government notes the Committee's advice regarding the impact of 
revisions to the Scottish greenhouse gas inventory data for 2011 and subsequent years, and will 
closely examine both options identified to address the challenge this has created. We note, in respect 
of 2011, that the Committee stressed (p12) that: 

“It is important to note that the difference between estimated emissions and the target is less than 
the impact of the inventory revision. It can therefore be argued that the target was missed mainly 
because of the inventory revision.” 

The Second Report on Proposals and Policies sets out how Scotland can deliver its statutory annual 
targets for reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. The longer term trend shows that emissions in 
Scotland are reducing and we remain confident Scotland is on a trajectory to achieve the ambitious 
2020 target of a 42 per cent emissions reduction. In accordance with section 36 of the Climate 
Change (Scotland) Act 2009, the Second Report on Proposals and Policies sets out how the Scottish 
Government plans to compensate for missing both the 2010 and 2011 emissions target. 

Governance and Communities 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-19700 by Margaret Burgess on 10 March 2014, what steps it is taking to 
publicise the (a) New Supply Shared Equity Scheme, (b) New Supply Shared Equity Scheme with 
Developers and (c) Open Market Shared Equity Scheme. 

 (S4W-20295) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government has procured the services of five registered social 
landlords who administer the Open Market Shared Equity Scheme throughout Scotland. The scheme 
is being promoted to first time buyers through local authorities, advice agencies, local financial 
advisors, and estate agents. Registered social landlords are currently promoting the scheme on the 
radio in some areas and in some local newspapers. 

For New Supply Shared Equity Scheme, it is the responsibility of the developing registered social 
landlord to promote available homes to prospective buyers. 

For New Supply Shared Equity with Developers, it is the responsibility of the home builder approved 
to participate in the scheme to promote its developments to prospective buyers. The Scottish 
Government provides information for buyers on all three schemes at: www.scotland.gov.uk/LIFT. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/LIFT


Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many properties 
in each local authority area are unoccupied. 

(S4W-20296) 

Margaret Burgess: The following table shows the number of unoccupied properties in each local 
authority area based on the number of dwellings on the council tax valuation list that are entitled to a 
discount or increase for being long term empty or an exemption for being unoccupied. 

As at 2 September 2013: 

Local Authority Dwellings Entitled to a 
Discount or Increase due to 

being Long Term Empty
1
 

Dwellings with an 
Exemption for being 

Unoccupied
2
 

Scotland 27,327 45,720 

Aberdeen City 369 1,380 

Aberdeenshire 2,392 1,740 

Angus 847 1,198 

Argyll & Bute 1,422 963 

Clackmannanshire
3
 0 421 

Dumfries & Galloway 1,009 1,411 

Dundee City 520 1,765 

East Ayrshire 618 864 

East Dunbartonshire 118 445 

East Lothian 413 490 

East Renfrewshire 44 374 

Edinburgh, City of 2,471 2,198 

Eilean Siar 88 600 

Falkirk 536 990 

Fife 1,831 2,689 

Glasgow 2,702 10,035 

Highland 1,322 1,940 

Inverclyde 592 1,224 

Midlothian 413 444 

Moray 1,035 961 

North Ayrshire 1,379 1,103 

North Lanarkshire 914 1,632 

Orkney Islands 186 422 

Perth & Kinross 845 1,233 

Renfrewshire 1,150 1,543 

Scottish Borders 1,379 1,447 

Shetland Islands 378 239 

South Ayrshire 492 826 

South Lanarkshire 666 2,578 

Stirling 401 690 

West Dunbartonshire 361 1,236 

West Lothian 434 639 

1. Long term empty properties are properties liable for council tax, which have generally been empty 
for six months or more. 
2. Unoccupied exemptions are properties which are empty and exempt from paying council tax.  
3. Clackmannanshire Council is unable to separately identify long term empty properties from those 
that are second homes, and therefore a long term empty figure has not been provided. 
Source: Council Tax Base 2013 statistical return provided by councils to the Scottish Government. 



Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many non-medical (a) endoscopists, (b) colonoscopists and (c) cystoscopists there are in each NHS 
board, also expressed per 100,000 of population. 

(S4W-20257) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not centrally held. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many plastic surgeons the NHS has employed in each of the last four years, broken down by NHS 
board. 

(S4W-20277) 

Alex Neil: The information requested on the number of plastic surgeons the NHS has employed in 
each of the last four years broken down by NHS Board is provided in the following table. 

Headcount of plastic surgeons employed by the NHS in each of the last four years, broken down by 
NHS board 
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Scotland 107 103 
10

0 103 103 100 101 92 94 94 94 92 101 

NHS Ayrshire 
and Arran 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

NHS Borders - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

NHS Dumfries 
and Galloway 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

NHS Fife - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

NHS Forth 
Valley 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

NHS Grampian 16 14 14 12 13 14 14 11 12 11 12 15 14 

NHS Greater 
Glasgow and 
Clyde 35 34 34 36 39 39 38 32 35 40 38 39 35 

NHS Highland - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

NHS Lanarkshire - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

NHS Lothian 35 32 29 33 29 29 27 24 22 22 21 16 27 

NHS Orkney - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

NHS Shetland - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

NHS Tayside 21 23 23 22 22 18 22 25 25 21 23 22 25 

NHS Western 
Isles 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

National Bodies 
and Special 
Health Boards 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Source: Scottish Workforce Information Standard System, ISD Scotland 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
which NHS boards provide plastic surgery procedures and in which hospitals. 

 (S4W-20278) 

Alex Neil: Plastic surgery centres of expertise are located within NHS Grampian, NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde, NHS Lothian and NHS Tayside. 



Plastic surgery services are concentrated in these four NHS board areas, with in-patient services 
centred in the following hospitals: 

NHS Board NHS Hospital 

NHS Grampian Aberdeen Royal Infirmary 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde Glasgow Royal Infirmary 

 Royal Hospital for Sick Children  

NHS Lothian St John’s Hospital 

 Royal Hospital for Sick Children 

NHS Tayside Ninewells Hospital 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
where NHS boards that do not provide plastic surgery procedures refer patients requiring such 
procedures. 

 (S4W-20279) 

Alex Neil: Plastic surgery procedures are currently undertaken by consultant plastic surgeons in 
NHS Grampian, NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, NHS Lothian and NHS Tayside. NHS boards that 
do not provide this type of procedure will refer patients to one of these centres of expertise for in-
patient care. 

In addition, out-patient consultations and treatments, including minor day surgery, are also provided 
by plastic surgery consultants at outreach clinics located in other health board areas. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the implications are of the Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Scotland) Bill in 
relation to ensuring an integrated approach to the handling of complaints. 

(S4W-20280) 

Alex Neil: Integration joint boards will be required by the regulations underpinning the Public Bodies 
(Joint Working) (Scotland) Act to set out their complaints procedures for integrated services. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what (a) statutory guidance, (b) regulations or (c) memoranda of understanding 
determine what representative organisations of the medical and healthcare professions it must 
negotiate with over fees and regulations. 

(S4W-20361) 

Alex Neil: The regulation of healthcare professionals is carried out by UK wide regulatory bodies 
which are independent of government. These bodies include the General Medical Council, the 
General Dental Council and the Nursing and Midwifery Council. Each regulator’s governing body 
determines the level of annual fees they charge for registration, but any proposed change in fees will 
be subject to public consultation.  

Ministers in all four countries have committed to working together to ensure a consistent approach to 
professional healthcare regulation across national boundaries. The legislation governing the majority 
of healthcare professional groups is reserved to the UK Parliament; however, responsibility for all new 
groups and new professional regulatory bodies regulated since the Scotland Act 1998 is devolved and 
also subject to the scrutiny of the Scottish Parliament. 

Therefore any change to healthcare regulation is subject to public consultation and scrutiny prior to 
consideration by the UK Parliament and also in the case of devolved legislation, the Scottish 
Parliament. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether there will be interim funding to support improvements in the quality of life of people with 
dementia while the Life Changes Trust funding programme is developed. 

 (S4W-20363) 



Alex Neil: Funding to improve dementia services to help improve the quality of life for people with 
dementia and for the delivery of local dementia strategies continues to be drawn from the overall funds 
allocated to NHSScotland and local authorities by the Scottish Government. 

In addition, the Scottish Government provides national funding to support delivery of the 2013-16 
National Dementia Strategy and to help services meet the Standards of Care for Dementia and 
provide high-quality, safe and effective care, treatment and support. This includes funding to NHS 
Education for Scotland, the Scottish Social Services Council and Alzheimer Scotland to deliver the 
Promoting Excellence dementia skills and competencies framework to ensure all health and social 
services staff have the right skills and knowledge to support people with dementia. This includes 
supporting staff to deliver the Scottish Government’s national commitment to provide a minimum of a 
year’s worth of dedicated post-diagnostic support, coordinated by a named and trained link worker. 

NHS expenditure only on mental health (including dementia) in 2012-13 was £899 million. For 
dementia, this NHS spend will not include costs associated with treating people with dementia in 
hospital. Overall spend on dementia in health and social care is difficult to calculate given the diverse 
way dementia spend is made through social work and other budgets such as older people’s care, 
housing adaptations, telecare, palliative care, primary care and pharmacy. In addition, Change Fund 
money has been used across Scotland to improve and modernise community-based dementia 
services and resources to support better care, information and quality of life for people with dementia. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has conducted research into the health risks associated with the use of e-cigarettes for (a) 
smokers and (b) passive smokers. 

(S4W-20365) 

Alex Neil: E-cigarettes are a relatively new products so research on the long term health impacts is 
not currently available. While the Scottish Government has not commissioned its own research into 
the health risks of e-cigarettes, it will consider the publicly available evidence which underpinned the 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency report The Regulation of Nicotine Containing 
Products: 
http://www.mhra.gov.uk/home/groups/comms-ic/documents/websiteresources/con286834.pdf  
and the Tobacco Products Directive:  
http://ec.europa.eu/health/tobacco/products/revision/index_en.htm  
in considering future policy on e-cigarettes. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has undertaken research into the uptake of the use of e-cigarettes by (a) ex-smokers, (b) 
people under 18 and (c) non-smokers. 

(S4W-20367) 

Michael Matheson: E-cigarettes are relatively new products so only limited research is available. 
While the Scottish Government has not commissioned its own research into the use of e-cigarettes, a 
question on the use of e-cigarettes by under 18s has been added for the first time to the Scottish 
Schools Adolescent Lifestyle and Substance Use Survey. The 2013-2014 data will be available late 
2014. More generally, new questions asking about the use of electronic cigarettes were added to the 
Scottish Health Survey in 2014 and the data will be available in September 2015. 

Learning and Justice 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-19235 by Kenny MacAskill on 3 February 2014, how much Police Scotland 
and its legacy forces have spent on healthcare practitioners in each year since 2007, broken down by 
policing division/legacy force. 

 (S4W-20291) 

Kenny MacAskill: It is not possible to provide a financial breakdown of costs solely associated with 
monies spent on healthcare practitioners by legacy policing divisions or forces, due to the manner in 
which data were held by Police Scotland and legacy forces. 

 

http://www.mhra.gov.uk/home/groups/comms-ic/documents/websiteresources/con286834.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/tobacco/products/revision/index_en.htm


Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-19236 by Kenny MacAskill on 3 February 2014, how much of the £665,700 
has been spent; how many rooms will be upgraded in each policing division; when the project will be 
completed, and whether it will be within budget. 

 (S4W-20292) 

Kenny MacAskill: Police Scotland are continuing to work with health boards to put in place 
appropriate facilities for the provision of enhanced healthcare and forensic medical services. The 
position with regard to the number of rooms to be upgraded is still developing but a risk based 
approach is being taken and the current priority is the upgrade of facilities in the west of Scotland and 
Fife. It is not possible to confirm how much of the £665,700 has been spent because invoices for 
completed works have not yet been processed. The full upgrade project is expected to be completed 
by April 2015; it will not be known until that time whether the work will be delivered within budget. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many remand admissions there have been in each year since 2007, broken down by 
(a) gender, (b) age, (c) prison and (d) young offenders institution. 

(S4W-20297) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 
The information requested is shown in the following table. 
Remand receptions by gender, age and establishment: 2007 to 2011: 

 
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Total 22,389  22,737  20,827  20,397  21,847  

Female 2,162  2,265  1,935  1,790  2,022  

Male 20,227  20,472  18,892  18,607  19,825  

Under 21 5,765  5,574  4,697  4,354  4,225  

21 and over 16,624  17,163  16,130  16,043  17,622  

Aberdeen 1,051  1,155  1,009  1,006  928  

Addiewell 0  0  1,572  1,724  1,583  

Barlinnie 5,976  6,246  5,647  5,628  6,544  

Cornton Vale 1,736  1,843  1,621  1,412  1,667  

Dumfries 633  631  441  431  411  

Edinburgh 2,966  3,102  3,161  3,429  3,016  

Glenochil 21  31  62  48  47  

Greenock 1,729  1,616  1,256  1,021  1,010  

Inverness 1,114  1,071  849  829  927  

Kilmarnock 1,183  1,208  962  916  976  

Low Moss 23  0  0  0  0  

Perth 3,202  3,018  2,200  1,911  2,094  

Peterhead 5  2  6  6  7  

Shotts 16  14  13  10  3  

Young offender institution 
     Cornton Vale 322  332  295  349  298  

Polmont 2,405  2,458  1,730  1,675  2,330  

Source: Scottish Government Justice Analytical Services. Data are derived from the Scottish Prison 
Service management infomation system. 

Notes: 
1. Receptions are not equivalent to persons received. If a person is remanded to custody and is 
subsequently put on remand for a different case or while serving a custodial sentence, this constitutes 
a further reception.  
2. Figures exclude a small number of records with missing information. 
3. Figures for 2012 onward are not yet available due to on-going technical difficulties with the Scottish 
Government prisons statistical system.  



4. Data presented here are drawn from an administrative IT system. Although care is taken when 
processing and analysing the data, they are subject to the inaccuracies inherent in any large scale 
recording system. While the figures shown have been checked as far as practicable, they should be 
regarded as approximate and not necessarily accurate to the last whole number shown in the tables. 
They are also updated and quality assured on an on-going basis, and the figures shown here may 
therefore differ slightly from those published previously. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the (a) average and (b) longest number of days spent by prisoners on remand has 
been in each year since 2007, broken down by (i) prison and (ii) young offenders institution. 

(S4W-20298) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service 
(SPS), to respond. His response is as follows: 

Information on time spent on remand by age is shown in the following table. The data are not held in 
a way which allows the systematic identification of the prison where the remand period was spent as 
prisoners may be transferred between establishments. The majority of under 21 year olds on remand 
will be held in young offender institutions: information from the Scottish Prison Service management 
information system shows that on 21 March 2014, 126 out of the 137 untried under 21 year olds were 
in a young offenders institution. 

Average and maximum time spent on remand for liberated prisoners by age (days): 2007 to 2011 

 
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Average 
     Under 21 36 37 36 34 35 

21 and over 35 38 38 37 37 

Maximum 
     Under 21 646 531 365 307 283 

21 and over 967 568 730 504 449 

Source: Scottish Government Justice Analytical Services. Data are derived from the SPS 
management information system. 
1. Nearly 90% of cases involve remand periods of three months or less. However, some particularly 
complex cases may result in relatively long periods on remand.   
2. Figures for 2012 onward are not yet available due to on-going technical difficulties with the Scottish 
Government prisons statistical system.  
3. Data presented here are drawn from an administrative IT system. Although care is taken when 
processing and analysing the data, they are subject to the inaccuracies inherent in any large scale 
recording system. While the figures shown have been checked as far as practicable, they should be 
regarded as approximate and not necessarily accurate to the last whole number shown in the tables. 
They are also updated and quality assured on an on-going basis, and the figures shown here may 
therefore differ slightly from those published previously. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many prisoners have been assaulted in prison while (a) on remand and (b) serving 
their sentence in each year since 2007, broken down by (i) gender, (ii) prison and (iii) young offenders 
institution. 

(S4W-20300) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The following tables illustrate the total number of prisoner-on-prisoner assaults broken down by 
establishment and gender. These include serious, minor and non-injury assaults; a descriptor for each 
category is appended below. The data includes all incidents recorded on the Scottish Prison Service 
prisoner records system up to and including 26

 
March 2014. 

Unfortunately, it is not possible without manually interrogating every entry listed to identify whether 
the prisoner was on remand or a convicted prisoner at the time of the assault. 



Prisoner Assaults 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 

HMP Aberdeen 1 19 26 18 25 30 51 20 

HMP Addiewell 0 21 37 43 59 83 0 0 

HMP Barlinnie 14 43 45 66 67 79 67 63 

HMP and YOI Cornton Vale 5 15 23 67 53 50 47 38 

HMP Dumfries 1 12 18 33 20 26 18 34 

HMP Edinburgh 10 45 59 79 74 89 83 67 

HMP Glenochil 8 26 22 40 38 25 34 20 

HMP and YOI Grampian 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HMP Greenock 3 14 13 20 9 22 34 24 

HMP Inverness 1 18 11 14 10 13 20 19 

HMP Kilmarnock 8 36 60 74 39 41 68 53 

HMP Low Moss 7 52 44 0 0 0 0 12 

SPS Open Estate 0 2 0 2 3 0 2 1 

HMP Perth 8 61 49 61 48 54 67 59 

HMP Peterhead 0 7 7 2 14 10 13 16 

HMYOI Polmont 43 197 120 167 166 161 130 145 

HMP Shotts 10 18 21 13 17 19 11 11 

Totals 120 586 555 699 642 702 645 582 

 

Male Prisoner Assaults 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 

HMP Aberdeen 1 19 26 18 25 30 51 20 

HMP Addiewell 0 21 37 43 59 83 0   0 

HMP Barlinnie 14 43 45 66 67 79 67 63 

HMP and YOI Cornton Vale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HMP Dumfries 1 12 18 33 20 26 18 34 

HMP Edinburgh 8 42 54 73 74 89 83 67 

HMP Glenochil 8 26 22 40 38 25 34 20 

HMP and YOI Grampian 1  0 0   0 0   0 0  0  

HMP Greenock 3 14 12 18 6 20 34 24 

HMP Inverness 1 18 11 14 10 13 19 19 

HMP Kilmarnock 8 36 60 74 39 41 68 53 

HMP Low Moss 7 52 44 0   0 0   0 12 

SPS Open Estate 0 2 0 2 3 0 2 1 

HMP Perth 8 61 49 61 48 54 67 59 

HMP Peterhead 0  7 7 2 14 10 13 16 

HMYOI Polmont 43 191 120 167 166 161 130 145 

HMP Shotts 10 18 21 13 17 19 11 11 

Totals 113 562 526 630 586 650 597 544 

 

Female Prisoner Assaults 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 

HMP Aberdeen 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HMP Addiewell 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HMP Barlinnie 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 



Female Prisoner Assaults 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 

HMP & YOI Cornton Vale 5 15 23 67 53 50 47 38 

HMP Dumfries 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HMP Edinburgh 2 3 5 6 0 0 0 0 

HMP Glenochil 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HMP & YOI Grampian 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HMP Greenock 0 0 1 2 3 2 0 0 

HMP Inverness 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

HMP Kilmarnock 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HMP Low Moss 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

SPS Open Estate 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HMP Perth 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HMP Peterhead 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HMYOI Polmont 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HMP Shotts 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Totals 7 24 29 69 56 52 48 38 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether there are any (a) prisons or (b) young offenders institutions where remand and 
sentenced prisoners mix and whether this is against prison rules. 

(S4W-20301) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

In most establishments where there are untried prisoners they are maintained in separate areas with 
separate regimes. However, on occasion due, for example, to population fluctuations, people held on 
remand may be co-located with convicted prisoners.  

The Prisons and Young Offenders Institutions (Scotland) Rules 20011 Rule 16 states that governors 
must, so far as reasonably practicable, keep untried prisoners apart from other categories of prisoners 
for those in custody. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
factors it considers have contributed to the current low crime figures. 

 (S4W-20306) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government’s continued delivery of 1,000 extra police officers has 
contributed to the almost 40-year low in recorded crime. The available international research suggests 
that a wide range of social, demographic, technological, economic and environmental drivers influence 
crime levels, as do policy and practice. Analysis of Scottish crime data suggests that each of these 
factors is likely to have played a part in the fall in crime, although no research currently exists that 
definitively proves the relative strength of each of these influences. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will consider amending the Dog Fouling (Scotland) Act 2003 to increase the fixed penalty for 
fouling. 

(S4W-20314) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government ran a consultation on measures to promote 
responsible dog ownership, which closed on 31 March 2014. Along with a number of other issues 
such as microchipping and licensing, this consultation invited respondents’ to give their views on dog 
fouling and comment on any measures which might help to reduce the presence of dog fouling. 



Once the responses to this consultation have been analysed, we will consider those views carefully 
before making decisions about next steps. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who formed the 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning’s delegation to the OECD education summit in 
New Zealand. 

 (S4W-20379) 

Michael Russell: The parameters of the delegation were set by OECD and Education International, 
the organisers of the International Summit on the Teaching Profession. The UK delegation comprised 
the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning; Ken Muir, Chief Executive of the General 
Teaching Council for Scotland; Larry Flanagan, the General Secretary of the EIS; Darren Northcott, 
National Official for Education at NASUWT and Ian Mitchell, Scottish Government. 

Transport Scotland 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what caused 
the (a) damage to and (b) failure of the crankshaft on the starboard main engine of the MV Hamnavoe 
on 25 April 2013. 

 (S4W-20269) 

Keith Brown: The report into the breakdown of the MV Hamnavoe published on 7 March 2013 
indicated that the damage and failure of the crankshaft was unforeseen and was not as a 
consequence of any action taken by Serco NorthLink Ferries Ltd 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
expects Serco NorthLink’s (a) insurance claims and (b) negotiations with the engine manufacturer 
regarding the breakdown and repair of the MV Hamnavoe between April and May 2013 to be 
completed. 

 (S4W-20270) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20246 on 27 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
minimum legal standards apply to the maintenance regime for vessels working on Scottish ferry 
routes. 

 (S4W-20271) 

Keith Brown: The minimum regulatory standards for vessels are set by the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency. This includes international safety management standards which include 
regulatory requirements for a detailed maintenance system to be in place for each vessel. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what recent 
comparison has been made between the maintenance standards for vessels working on the (a) 
Northern Isles and (b) Clyde and Hebridean ferry routes. 

 (S4W-20272) 

Keith Brown: There has been no comparison made between the maintenance standards for 
vessels working on the Northern Isles ferry services or the Clyde and Hebrides ferry services. Both 
require to comply with the minimum regulatory standards for vessels, set by the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency. This includes international safety management standards which include 
regulatory requirements for a detailed maintenance system to be in place for each vessel. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what costs 
Scrabster Harbour Trust incurred in making alterations to accommodate MV Helliar berthing in 
Scrabster between April and May 2013. 

 (S4W-20273) 

Keith Brown: The costs were a matter between Serco NorthLink Ferries Ltd and Scrabster Harbour 
Trust and would have been subject to settlement through the operator’s insurers. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of its 
experience of vessel breakdowns on Scottish ferry routes, what steps it is taking to develop 
constructive relationships with shipbrokers and what assurances it has received that Serco NorthLink 
will undertake to develop such relationships. 

(S4W-20274) 

Keith Brown: Serco NorthLink Ferries Ltd and CalMac already have very constructive relationships 
with shipbrokers. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assurances it has received from Serco NorthLink that it will introduce measures to improve its 
communications strategy, in relation to dealing with vessel failure, with (a) island communities, (b) 
passengers, (c) trade unions and (d) businesses; what those measures will be, and when they will be 
introduced. 

(S4W-20275) 

Keith Brown: Serco Northlink Ferries Ltd consistently reviews their communications strategy and 
provides regular updates to Transport Scotland. 

The daily and key recipient briefings introduced during the Hamnavoe service interruption have been 
captured in the contract business interruption processes. These were further reviewed after the 
Hamnavoe returned to service and categorised by sector, for instance tourism/freight/hotelier/operator. 
They are regularly reviewed and updated by the operator to ensure all key contact details remain 
current.  

Resilience planning is discussed by the operator at both the Orkney emergency group committee 
and Caithness transport forum meetings which are attended by both NorthLink’s customer care 
manager and freight manager. The operator attends Zetrans on a quarterly basis and likewise meets 
both trade unions and business stakeholders from both the passenger and freight sectors on a regular 
basis. Its most recent public forum held on the Hamnavoe on Thursday 6 February 2014 was attended 
by over 80 representatives of Orkney businesses and local interest groups. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
proposed closure of the upper level tunnel at Glasgow Queen Street station will coincide with work 
being carried out at the Winchburgh tunnel. 

(S4W-20276) 

Keith Brown: The initial assessment is that disruption will be less overall if the works at the two 
tunnels are done at separate times. This is to do with the resilience of the overall network and the 
wider performance impacts. The rail industry is still working to arrive at a solution that minimises 
disruption. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will provide a (a) breakdown and (b) explanation of any payments 
made to Argyll Ferries Limited since July 2011 in addition to the contractually agreed payments for the 
provision of the Gourock to Dunoon ferry service. 

 (S4W-20328) 



Keith Brown: All payments made to Argyll Ferries Ltd since July 2011 are under the terms of their 
public services contract with the Scottish Ministers. 

Argyll Ferries Ltd annual accounts, which detail the subsidy payments received during each financial 
year, are published on the David MacBrayne Ltd website and they can be found at: http://www.david-
macbrayne.co.uk/reports/ 

Transport Scotland publishes expenditure over £25,000 on a monthly basis on its website and these 
monthly reports include the grant payments made to Argyll Ferries Ltd. The reports can be found at: 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/about-us/expenditure/reports 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to the third supplementary to question S4F-00845 by Alex Salmond on 13 September 2012 
(Official Report, c. 11415), in which the First Minister said that it was the Scottish Government's 
"responsibility to put forward an estimate" of the impact on climate change of its policy on air 
passenger duty, for what reason this estimate has not been made and, in light of the finding of the 
Committee on Climate Change’s report, Reducing emissions in Scotland: 2014 progress report, that, 
in 2011, emissions from international aviation and shipping were 2.5 MtCO2e, which represents an 
increase of 4% on the previous year, when it will publish this estimate. 

(S4W-20347) 

Keith Brown: As part of the detailed consideration of reforms to the UK Government’s air 
passenger duty following independence or devolution of the tax to the Scottish Parliament, the 
Scottish Government will conduct analysis on the environmental impact of proposals. That will be 
undertaken and the results made available in due course. We recognise the need to monitor the 
impact of activities on emissions as part of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act. 

 

http://www.david-macbrayne.co.uk/reports/
http://www.david-macbrayne.co.uk/reports/
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/about-us/expenditure/reports
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