
Wednesday 2 April 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Crown Office 

 Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
have been flown back from holiday to attend court in each of the last three years; how many of these 
cases were subsequently adjourned, and at what cost, broken down by sheriffdom. 

 (S4W-20290) 

Lesley Thomson: The estimated cost of providing this information is over £1880. This is calculated 
on the basis that the information would require to be manually extracted from claims. Therefore the 
information requested could only be obtained at disproportionate cost.  

While the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service make every effort to accommodate witnesses, 
there are occasions when trials, particularly in the High Court, require to be scheduled for dates that 
do cause inconvenience for some of the witnesses. However, Crown witnesses will only be flown back 
from holiday to give evidence at a trial when this is absolutely necessary. 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
the green deal supports the expansion of low carbon options in homes.  

 (S4O-03100) 

Derek Mackay: The green deal and green deal finance enables householders to implement energy 
efficiency measures within their homes with little or no upfront cost. It facilitates the payment of those 
measures through energy bills and is therefore attached to the home and not the individual. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the impact will be on businesses of a Scottish postal service in the event of 
independence. 

 (S4O-03101) 

Fergus Ewing: With independence, the regulation of mail in Scotland will give the Scottish 
Parliament powers to address the way the market functions and deliver fair prices for Scottish 
businesses. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
economic impact in Scotland will be of changes to private pensions announced in the 2014 UK 
Budget. 

 (S4O-03102) 

John Swinney: Support for pensioners is long overdue and we will be carefully monitoring the 
impact of the changes announced in the 2014 Budget on pensioners in Scotland. Whilst the changes 
will introduce greater flexibility for people with private pensions, it is not yet clear whether they will 
benefit those who are struggling to save for their retirement.  

Given the high concentration of life insurance and pensions services in the country, we will also be 
monitoring the impact on, and opportunities for, the Scottish financial services sector. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many renewable 
energy supply chain jobs have been announced by ministers in person or by news release since May 
2011, and how many of those jobs are now in place. 

 (S4O-03104) 

Fergus Ewing: Renewable energy supports at least 11,695 jobs in Scotland. The true figure, taking 
full account of jobs in areas such as civil engineering, is likely to be higher still. 



The single greatest threat to Scotland realising the jobs and investment potential of its vast 
renewable resource is the uncertainty caused by the UK government’s electricity market reform 
process. 

Health and Social Care 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
in light of the press release from the European Medicines Agency of 24 January 2014, Review of 
emergency contraceptives started, what steps it has taken to ensure that no woman weighing over 
80kg is given an emergency contraceptive containing levonorgestrel and that women weighing over 
75kg are warned of reduced efficacy and what guidance it has issued regarding alternative emergency 
contraception. 

 (S4W-20260) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is aware of the review by the European Medicines 
Agency evaluating the impact of new data, and will take the necessary action upon the outcome of 
that review.  

Learning and Justice 

 Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what economic 
modelling the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth has carried out on the childcare 
policies contained in the white paper on independence. 

 (S4O-03099) 

Angela Constance: Improving access to childcare would reduce an important barrier to 
participation in the labour market faced by parents with young children, which would be expected to 
have positive impacts on the Scottish economy. 

The Scottish Government has carried out economic modelling that showed that if Scotland’s female 
participation rate was to increase to Swedish levels, this would lead to an increase in output of £2.2 
billion and a rise in government revenues of around £700 million in the long-run. The details of this 
modelling are provided in the Childcare and Labour Market Participation – Economic analysis paper, 
which was published in January 2014. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and 
Sustainable Growth took to ensure that the white paper on independence contained full and 
transparent costings for its policy pledges. 

 (S4O-03105) 

John Swinney: Scotland's Future was produced to the highest professional standards by Scottish 
Government civil servants, like all Government publications. Scotland’s Future was rigorously 
scrutinised within Government by economists, statisticians and finance officials, and is thoroughly 
referenced throughout. 

Chapter 2 details our spending plans for the first year of an independent Scottish Parliament. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-19646 by Fiona Hyslop on 27 February 2014 and in light of events in Crimea, 
whether the event planned for 26 March 2014 will go ahead and, if so, what issues will be discussed 
and what representations the Scottish Government will make regarding events in Crimea. 

Holding answer issued: 31 March 2014 (S4W-20210) 

Fiona Hyslop: The annual Consular Corps dinner was held on 26 March 2014 and was attended by 
the professional group of the Consular Corps based in Scotland. In light of recent events in Ukraine, 
the invitation to the Consul General of Russia was rescinded. 

The discussion focused on major events taking place in Scotland in 2014. 



Transport Scotland 

 Graeme Dey (Angus South) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
impact the continuing levying of air passenger duty is having on the Scottish tourist industry. 

 (S4O-03103) 

Fergus Ewing: Air passenger duty (APD) has a negative impact on our tourism industry by making 
travel to and from Scotland more expensive. A study by York Aviation in October 2012 found that by 
2016, £210 million less per annum will be spent in Scotland by inbound visitors than if APD had not 
risen as it has since 2007. 

As set out in Scotland’s Future, this Government would prioritise a 50 per cent reduction in APD 
within the first term of an independent Scottish Parliament with a view to eventual abolition of the tax 
when public finances allowed. 

 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
the Scottish Ministers exercise a form of road regulation when a special road scheme prescribes types 
of traffic that may, or may not, use a route. 

 (S4W-20307) 

Keith Brown: Where a special road scheme has prescribed the classes of traffic that may use that 
road, the road is regulated by section 17(1 ) and (4) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which 
provides that the special road shall not be used by traffic of any other class and contravention of that 
provision is an offence. 
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