
Tuesday 1 April 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what estimate it has made of the cost of renationalising the Royal Mail in the 
event of a Yes vote in the independence referendum. 

 (S4W-20318) 

John Swinney; I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17347 on 10 October 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s web site, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what timescale it has set for the renationalisation of the Royal Mail in the event 
of a Yes vote in the independence referendum. 

 (S4W-20319) 

John Swinney: Our approach to bringing the Royal Mail in Scotland back into public ownership will 
be considered in the light of circumstances at the point of independence, including the prevailing 
structure of the Royal Mail. It will require negotiation with the UK on Scotland's share of the 
government stake and establishing a new publicly-owned postal service in Scotland. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government by what mechanism it will renationalise the Royal Mail in Scotland in the event of 
a Yes vote in the independence referendum. 

 (S4W-20320) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20319 on 1 April 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s web site, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with Royal Mail regarding its proposals to 
renationalise the company in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-20321) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to questions S4W-17348 and S4W-17346 on 10 
October 2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s web 
site, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how the UK-wide universal service obligation would be maintained if it 
renationalised the Royal Mail in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-20322) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government will look to work with the remainder of the UK to ensure 
continuity of postal services. 
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Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of any additional cost to businesses in Scotland of 
a separate postal service in an independent Scotland and no UK-wide universal service obligation. 

 (S4W-20323) 

John Swinney: On independence, stamp prices will be the same as they are at the time in the rest 
of the UK. A Scottish postal service in public ownership would not need to generate profits for 
shareholders and so should be in a better position to ensure that postal prices and deliveries meet 
Scotland's needs. This applies to sending post and parcels within Scotland, to the rest of the UK and 
to other countries. 

We know that many people and businesses will continue to send post and parcels outside Scotland 
and it is our intention that postal charges to the rest of the UK will not be more expensive than charges 
to send post within Scotland. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the additional cost of running a separate postal 
service in an independent Scotland if it renationalised the Royal Mail. 

 (S4W-20324) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20323 on 1 April 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s web site, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20084 by John Swinney on 20 March 2014, 
whether it will provide a breakdown by type of tax of the amounts adding up to the £700 million. 

 (S4W-20327) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20084 on 20 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Health and Social Care 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
emergency, (b) specialist and (c) neonatal ambulance units the Scottish Ambulance Service has and 
in which NHS board areas they are deployed, also broken down by model of vehicle. 

 (S4W-20286) 

Alex Neil: The information is not held centrally in the format requested. However, the following table 
sets out the types and numbers of road ambulances across the Scottish Ambulance Service (SAS) 
fleet, broken down by SAS operating division: 

Type of Vehicle North East 
Central 

South 
East 

South 
West 

West 
Central 

Total 

Patient Transport 
Service Vehicle 

73 111 76 124 123 507 

Accident and 
Emergency Unit 

88 62 52 79 83 364 

Paramedic Response 
Unit 

7 13 5 10 19 54 

Mid/Urgent tier 
ambulances 

1 8 6 0 13 28 

Motorbike 1 0 3 0 4 8 

Neonatal / specialist unit 1 1 1 0 3 6 
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Type of Vehicle North East 
Central 

South 
East 

South 
West 

West 
Central 

Total 

Total 171 195 143 213 245 967 

*information provided by the Scottish Ambulance Service 

Across this fleet, there are 19 Accident and Emergency Units, 117 Patient Transport Vehicles, and 
28 mid/urgent tier ambulances that have bariatric capabilities. In addition, the National Risk and 
Resilience Division operate 66 vehicles across the country, including those utilised by the Special 
Operations Response Teams. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had about services for people with juvenile idiopathic arthritis. 

 (S4W-20308) 

Michael Matheson: Services for young people affected by juvenile idiopathic arthritis (JIA) have 
improved in the last five years through our investment in specialist children’s services. 

One element of this investment involved setting up a National Managed Clinical Network to address 
services in rheumatology including JIA. The Scottish Paediatric and Adolescent Rheumatology 
Network (SPARN,) has been set up to bring about improvements in services. This has enabled 
SPARN supported clinics to be set up in all NHS board areas. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it has made of the (a) quality and (b) geographical provision of health services for people with juvenile 
idiopathic arthritis. 

 (S4W-20309) 

Michael Matheson: Through the Scottish Paediatric and Adolescent Rheumatology Network 
(SPARN) we are improving both the quality and the geographical spread of health services for people 
with juvenile idiopathic arthritis. SPARN supported clinics have been set up in all NHS board areas. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it raises 
awareness of juvenile idiopathic arthritis among (a) GPs, (b) the general public, (c) school teachers 
and (d) school children. 

 (S4W-20310) 

Michael Matheson: Raising awareness of long term conditions including juvenile idiopathic arthritis 
is the responsibility of the each health board. The Scottish Paediatric and Adolescent Rheumatology 
Network provide information for patients and their families via a leaflet. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much it has 
spent on the provision of juvenile idiopathic arthritis services in each of the last 10 years, and how 
much it will spend in 2014-15. 

 (S4W-20311) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has provided £32 million over three years from 2009 
to deliver the National Delivery Plan for Specialist Children’s Services which includes rheumatology. 
From 2011-12, there has been a recurring investment of £19.5 million to continue this work. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what key 
performance indicators are used to measure the quality of juvenile idiopathic arthritis services and how 
these are monitored. 

 (S4W-20312) 



Michael Matheson: Improving services for people with juvenile idiopathic services has been part of 
the work of the Scottish Paediatric and Adolescent Rheumatology Network (SPARN) which was set up 
to improve quality and access to specialist rheumatology care. 

During 2014, SPARN will undertake an extensive review of the education sessions, protocols, 
guidelines and patient information which it has developed including through feedback from patients, 
their families and clinicians. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assistance 
is available to the families of people with juvenile idiopathic arthritis. 

 (S4W-20313) 

Michael Matheson: Provision of services for those with juvenile idiopathic arthritis is the 
responsibility of the individual health board. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans it has to bring forward legislation on e-cigarettes. 

 (S4W-20366) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4O-02994 on 12 March 2014. 
The answer to the oral parliamentary question is available on the Parliaments website and the Official 
Report can be viewed at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9016 

Learning and Justice 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-18330 by Michael Russell on 28 November 2013, as the budget assumed 
that the student population would be maintained at current levels, how much the Scottish Funding 
Council's subsequent announcement on 24 January 2014 that there will be 3,300 more places in 
2014-15 will cost the Student Awards Agency For Scotland in the payment of additional (a) student 
support and (b) tuition fees. 

Holding answer issued: 31 March 2014 (S4W-20193) 

Michael Russell: It is difficult to provide information on exact costs associated with providing up to 
3,300 Scottish domiciled and EU students with support and free tuition in 2014-15. 

This is due to the variety in individual household financial circumstances; eligibility for different parts 
of the student support package; and levels of study taken up. Funding of support and free tuition for all 
3300 places will be accommodated within the limits published in the budget for 2014-15. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers that cross-border co-operation between Scottish and UK justice and law enforcement 
agencies will be as effective in an independent Scotland as it is currently. 

 (S4W-20283) 

Kenny MacAskill: Yes. The existing independence of Scotland’s legal and justice systems ensures 
a strong starting point. Scotland already has its own police service, Police Scotland, and there are 
well-established arrangements to ensure effective cross-border co-operation between them and law 
enforcement agencies in the rest of the UK. 

It will be in the shared interests of all parties to ensure that these practical arrangements continue 
following independence. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
cross-border arrests will operate in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-20284) 
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Kenny MacAskill: There are well established arrangements for effective cross-border co-operation 
between Police Scotland and forces in the rest of the UK, including procedures for cross-border 
arrests. These reciprocal arrangements operate effectively and ensure public safety. In an 
independent Scotland, the Scottish Government would seek to maintain current arrangements for 
cross-border policing in order to ensure the continuation of flexible and effective policing. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers that procedures for cross-border arrests will be as effective and efficient in an independent 
Scotland as they are currently. 

 (S4W-20285) 

Kenny MacAskill: There are well established arrangements to ensure effective cross-border co-
operation between Police Scotland and forces in the rest of the UK, including procedures for cross-
border arrests. These reciprocal arrangements operate effectively and ensure public safety. In an 
independent Scotland, the Scottish Government would seek to maintain current cross-border 
arrangements in order to ensure the continuation of flexible and effective policing. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many police 
custody suites are in operation in each policing division, broken down by (a) number of cells, (b) 
gender of detainees and (c) number of observation cells; whether there are plans to upgrade the cell 
capacity of any suite and, if so, (i) which suites and (ii) by how many cells. 

 (S4W-20293) 

Kenny MacAskill: There are currently 42 primary custody suites across the Police Scotland estate. 
Since the launch of the single police service on 1 April 2013, all prisoner management arrangements 
from the eight legacy forces became the national responsibility of Police Scotland’s Custody Division. 
The custody division provides a single command structure which delivers a professional and 
consistent model throughout Scotland to support local policing. These new arrangements are helping 
to optimise capacity and meet demand across the Police Scotland estate, overcoming the previously 
restrictive force and divisional boundaries. Given flexibility of these new arrangements, it is not 
possible to provide a breakdown of details of male/female cell capacity or the number of observation 
cells by police division. Any plans to upgrade cell capacity, is an operational matter for Police 
Scotland. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
contingency police custody suites there are in each policing division and how many (a) cells and (b) 
observation cells each has. 

 (S4W-20294) 

Kenny MacAskill: Police Scotland’s Custody Division has 53 secondary custody suites and 7 
contingency suites across Scotland. Since the launch of the single police service on 1 April 2013, all 
prisoner management arrangements from the eight legacy forces became the national responsibility of 
Police Scotland’s Custody Division. The custody division provides a single command structure which 
delivers a professional and consistent model throughout Scotland, which supports local policing. Given 
the flexibility of these new arrangements, it is not possible to provide a breakdown by each police 
division. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of people on remand in each year since 2007 was subsequently found 
(a) guilty, (b) not guilty and (c) not proven, and how many were given a (i) custodial sentence, (ii) 
custodial sentence that was less than the period spent on remand and (iii) non-custodial sentence. 

 (S4W-20299) 

Kenny MacAskill: Tracking the progression from remand to the point of sentencing is not always 
straightforward as individuals may move between custodial remand and bail at different points in the 



judicial process for a variety of reasons, such as appeals against the decision to remand in custody 
and time bars on the period an accused may spend remanded in custody. 

In addition, it is not uncommon for an accused to be prosecuted in a number of different cases that 
are running concurrently, albeit at different stages, through the criminal justice system. This makes it 
inherently difficult to identify the specific outcome of a period on remand, both in terms of sentence 
type as one offender may be subject to different disposals, and in terms of sentence length as charges 
may be rolled up at sentencing stage. 

The outcome of cases involving a period on remand is not routinely available as information on 
remand prisoners and outcomes of court cases is held on two separate administrative systems. The 
Scottish Prison Service system does not have information on the outcome of cases which do not result 
in a custodial sentence, and the Scottish Court Service system does not retain information on the use 
of remand. 

The Scottish Government Justice Analytical Services carried out a research exercise linking prisons 
and courts data held by the Scottish Government to assess the outcomes of those remanded in 
custody during a given period. About two-thirds of records could be matched, and taking into account 
the above issues, the study suggested that about 60% of remand cases which could be matched to 
courts data resulted in a custodial sentence. A further fifth got a community sentence, while fines and 
acquittals accounted for most of the remaining cases (about 15% in total). However, the proportion of 
cases identified as resulting in a custodial conviction is likely to be an overestimate as it was more 
difficult to identify the outcome of remand cases which were not immediately followed by a custodial 
conviction. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support is provided to people held on remand who are subsequently acquitted. 

 (S4W-20302) 

Kenny MacAskill: Support is not automatically offered to persons on remand who are subsequently 
acquitted. Various kinds of support may be available in individual cases. For example, individuals may 
be involved in an ongoing social work programme. They may also liaise with criminal justice social 
work to, for example, request access to a telephone to seek contact with their family. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many young people have been admitted to secure care accommodation in each 
year since 2007, broken down by (a) gender, (b) age and (c) institution. 

 (S4W-20303) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information requested at (a) and (b) is given in table number 5.2 of The 
Children’s Social Work Statistics 2012-13, published by the Scottish Government in 2014. Copies are 
available in the Scottish Parliament’s Information Centre (SPICe) (Bib number 55746). 

The information is not broken down by institution to protect the anonymity of the young people. 
However, the number of beds in each secure unit can be found in table number 3.1 of the same 
publication. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government on how many occasions a resident has absconded from secure care accommodation in 
each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-20304) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many young people in secure care accommodation have (a) committed and (b) 
attempted suicide in each year since 2007, and what information it has on how many were (i) 



considered at risk of attempting suicide and (ii) receiving treatment for mental health problems, broken 
down by (A) institution and (B) gender. 

 (S4W-20305) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information is not held centrally. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-20230 
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