
Wednesday 26 March 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on the impact on freshwater pearl mussel and salmon 
numbers of additional demand for water from the River Spey for housing developments in the 
Aviemore area. 

 (S4W-20170) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Any abstraction from the water environment requires an authorisation from the 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) under the Water Environment (Controlled Activities) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2011. The water abstraction licence currently held by Scottish Water for the 
public water supply at Aviemore includes a water abstraction figure which has a capacity growth of 
4000+ population equivalent. During the determination process for the licence, SEPA assessed the 
risk posed by the Scottish Water application to the water environment, including any potential effect on 
salmon and freshwater pearl mussels, and it was concluded that the activity would not have a 
significant adverse impact. 

Finance 

 Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will establish the consultative forums for ferry service stakeholders on the Clyde and Hebrides 
network and whether these will (a) include (i) passenger groups, (ii) trade unions, (iii) ferry service 
operators, (iv) local politicians and (v) Transport Scotland and (b) discuss the future procurement of 
services. 

 (S4W-20233) 

Nicola Sturgeon: There are currently four ferry user groups in place across the Clyde and Hebrides 
network. These are the Clyde Ferry User Group, Argyll Ferry User Group, Lochaber, Small Isles and 
Skye Ferry User Group and the Hebrides Ferry User Group. Discussions between Transport Scotland, 
CalMac and Hitrans are on-going to discuss their scope. The Ferries Plan said that we would consider 
how best to include key transport professionals, academics and operators of ferry services as we 
deliver wider consultation mechanisms. As part of our arrangements for wider consultation, we have 
set up the Expert Ferry Group. 

Health and Social Care 

 Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what communication the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing has had 
with the (a) Department of Health or (b) Secretary of State for Health regarding the Joint Committee 
on Vaccination and Immunisation's review of the vaccine for meningitis B. 

 (S4W-20180) 

Michael Matheson: I am delighted that the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation 
(JCVI) has identified the importance of introducing a vaccine against meningitis B and recommended 
a vaccination programme for infants. This disease can be devastating for children and their families 
and I am very keen that we take the necessary steps to tackle its effects. We will be working to ensure 
that this vaccine can be introduced as quickly as possible into Scotland’s routine childhood 
immunisation schedule. My officials are in regular contact with their counterparts in the Department of 
Health on a range of immunisation matters including progress on the JCVI recommendation on the 
meningitis B vaccine. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will work to ensure that the meningitis B vaccine is made available to 
all children across the country. 

 (S4W-20182) 

Michael Matheson: The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) has 
recommended a meningitis B vaccination programme for infants. I am delighted that the JCVI has 



identified the importance of introducing this vaccine against meningitis B. This disease can be 
devastating for children and their families and I am very keen that we take the necessary steps to 
tackle its effects. We will be working to ensure that this vaccine can be introduced as quickly as 
possible into Scotland’s routine childhood immunisation schedule. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4O-03002 by Alex Neil on 12 March 2014 (Official Report, c. 28810) whether it 
will publish the (a) mortality data and (b) analysis relating to the recent study referred to in the answer; 
whether the study was peer reviewed, and, if so, by whom. 

 (S4W-20212) 

Alex Neil: This data is publically available on the NHS NSS Freedom of Information page, direct link 
below: 
http://www.nhsnss.org/supplementary_pages/foi_detail.php?discref=482260 

These are crude rates which have not been adjusted to take account of some of those factors known 
to affect the underlying risk of mortality. Also the data at specialty level is variable due to small 
denominators, particularly at the weekend. Therefore the assumption that mortality is higher for 
patients admitted at the weekend is not backed up by these statistics. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4O-03002 by Alex Neil on 12 March 2014 (Official Report, c. 28810), whether the 
cabinet secretary is aware of the study, Weekend admissions as an independent predictor of mortality: 
an analysis of Scottish hospital admissions, by Handel, Patel, Skingsley, Bramley, Sobieski and 
Ramagopalan and what his position is on its findings. 

 (S4W-20213) 

Alex Neil: The British Medical Journal (BMJ) study paper Weekend admissions as an independent 
predictor of mortality BMJ 2012 highlights a reduction in mortality over the course of the study, which 
ran from 1999 to 2009 with the cause for any apparent increase in mortality being an area of debate. 
Admissions over the weekend comprise a more unwell population of patients, some of whom suffer a 
higher rate of mortality regardless of other factors that may apply exclusively to the weekend. This 
study goes on to say ‘it is clearly critical to understand the precise cause of this excess mortality 
before measures can be put in place to mitigate the effect of weekend admissions on survival’. 

As part of our drive to ensure that patients receive the same high quality care 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, a task force whose membership includes NHSScotland service providers, clinicians and 
partnership colleagues will meet for the first time in April 2014 to drive forward focused improvements 
in the services available out of hours, particularly at the weekend. We want to accelerate the pace of 
change, by targeting enhanced weekend and out of hours services support to the areas that will 
deliver the biggest benefits for patients. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to the supplementary to question S4O-03002 by Alex Neil on 12 March 2014 (Official Report, 
c. 28811) what evidence the cabinet secretary has to support the argument that “the Scottish health 
service is the safest in the world as a result of the patient safety programme”. 

 (S4W-20215) 

Alex Neil: Independent support to this argument has been provided by Donald Berwick, President 
Emeritus and Senior Fellow, Institute for Healthcare Improvement who is quoted as saying “The 
Scottish Patient Safety Programme, marks Scotland as a leader, second to no nation on earth, in its 
commitment to reducing harm to patients, dramatically and continually.” 

We have a range of data from the Scottish Patient Safety Programmes which supports progress in 
Acute Care, Primary Care, Mental Health and Maternity and Paediatrics. 

 

http://www.nhsnss.org/supplementary_pages/foi_detail.php?discref=482260


Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to the supplementary to question S4O-03002 by Alex Neil on 12 March 2014 (Official Report, 
c. 28811), what evidence the cabinet secretary has to support the argument that “the [patient safety] 
programme is probably a major contributing factor to why the mortality rate at weekends is no higher 
than it is during the week”". 

 (S4W-20216) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Patient Safety Programme (SPSP) is admired across the world in relation to 
its results with reliably implementing evidence based interventions. The SPSP is about delivering 
reliable, safe care for every patient, every time, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Since the acute 
SPSP was initiated in 2008, there has been a 12.5% reduction in hospital standardised mortality ratios 
since 2007. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to the supplementary to question S4O-03002 by Alex Neil on 12 March 2014 (Official Report, 
c. 28811), how it defines “a systemic problem at weekends with mortality rates in Scottish hospitals”. 

 (S4W-20217) 

Alex Neil: A systemic problem can be defined as an intrinsic or series of problems affecting 
mortality in Scottish hospitals. Hospital standardised mortality ratios data currently submitted by NHS 
boards in Scotland does not indicate that this is the case but we will continue to monitor the situation. 
This will ensure our ambition of delivering safe and reliable care for every patient, every time, 24 hours 
a day and seven days a week. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4O-03002 by Alex Neil on 12 March 2014 (Official Report, c. 28811), what 
evidence it has other than the “recent study” mentioned in the answer to suggest that there is no such 
weekend effect in hospitals in Scotland. 

 (S4W-20218) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20212 on 26 March 2014. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

The study referred to was analysis of official hospital standardised mortality ratios data submitted by 
NHS boards in Scotland. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to the supplementary to question S4O-03002 by Alex Neil on 12 March 2014 (Official Report, 
c. 28811), what evidence the cabinet secretary has to support the claim that the “Scottish health 
service is the safest in the world”. 

 (S4W-20219) 

Alex Neil: We have a range of data from the Scottish Patient Safety Programmes which supports 
progress in Acute Care, Primary Care, Mental Health and Maternity and Paediatrics. 

We can also look to the views of international experts such as Prof Don Berwick, the man asked by 
UK PM David Cameron to help fix NHS England’s NHS who said “The Scottish Patient Safety 
Programme, marks Scotland as a leader, second to no nation on earth, in its commitment to reducing 
harm to patients, dramatically and continually.”  

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many staff 
who have been made redundant by the NHS in each year May 2007 have been subsequently re-
employed by the service on a (a) permanent and (b) fixed-term contract basis. 

 (S4W-20225) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Alex Neil: This information is not collated centrally. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the average 
waiting time is for non-emergency appointments at GP practices, also broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-20235) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20038, on 13 March 2014. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many GP practices 
in each NHS board have patient lists that are closed to new registrations. 

 (S4W-20236) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20023, on 13 March 2014. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the referral time targets are from GP to community psychiatric unit and which NHS boards (a) have 
met these targets in each of the last three years and (b) are meeting these targets. 

 (S4W-20247) 

Alex Neil: There is no specific referral time target to community psychiatric units. 

If a patient is referred for a psychological therapy, the HEAT target to deliver 18 weeks referral to 
treatment for psychological therapies from December 2014 applies. If a patient is referred to Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS), the HEAT target to deliver 26 weeks referral to 
treatment for specialist CAMHS from March 2013, reducing to 18 weeks from December 2014, 
applies. The data for both these HEAT targets in each NHS board are published quarterly by 
Information Services Division Scotland (ISD). The latest publication for both took place on 25 February 
2014 and can be found on the ISD website. 

The 12 week treatment time guarantee ensures that patients who are receiving planned treatment 
provided on an inpatient or day case basis will not wait longer than 12 weeks from the date the 
treatment is agreed to the start of treatment. This will more commonly be applied in physical health 
settings, but can apply to some mental health treatments. The data from the 12 week treatment time 
guarantee is not broken down to show the type of treatment received. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the timeline is for the introduction of electronic death certification. 

 (S4W-20255) 

Alex Neil: NHS National Services Scotland’s Information Technology Division is currently working 
with the NHS and other partners to enable clinicians to complete Medical Certificates of Cause of 
Death electronically. 

It is expected that this functionality will be available to General Practitioners from spring 2015, and 
rolled out to other parts of the NHS incrementally thereafter. 

Learning and Justice 

 Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it sought legal advice on the tuition fee proposals set out in its white paper on independence. 

 (S4O-03066) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx
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Alasdair Allan: The white paper is consistent with and informed by legal advice the government has 
received. 

It is the long-standing practice of the Scottish and UK governments, as is recognised in their 
respective Ministerial Codes, not to disclose the fact or content of advice from the Law Officers other 
than in the most exceptional circumstances. 

 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether a full analysis of its childcare policy, including in an independent Scotland, will be included in 
the report by the Council of Economic Advisers. 

 (S4O-03067) 

Aileen Campbell: The Council of Economic Advisers considered the importance of improving 
childcare provision in Scotland at their meeting last August 2013. Their discussion was informed by a 
presentation by Professor Ailsa McKay on the economic and social importance of access to childcare. 

Improving access to childcare would reduce an important barrier to participation in the labour market 
faced by parents with young children. Increasing participation will have positive impacts on the 
Scottish economy and tax revenues. Only independence offers the opportunity to reinvest higher 
revenues back into expanding childcare provision, and instigate a truly transformational change to 
childcare policy in Scotland. 

The analysis that informed the council’s deliberations will be reflected in the upcoming chair’s report. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether students embarking on the Diploma in Professional Legal Practice in 2015-16 will be eligible 
for a living cost loan. 

 (S4O-03068) 

Alasdair Allan: Yes, all eligible students undertaking the Diploma in Legal Practice at Scottish 
higher education institutions in academic year 2015-16 will be able to access the postgraduate living 
costs loan. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what support it is providing to the University of the Highlands and Islands. 

 (S4O-03069) 

Alasdair Allan: Through the Scottish Funding Council, the Scottish Government is providing over 
£33 million to the University of the Highlands and Islands during the current academic year. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the possible impact on police services, whether it has discussed with the Scottish Police 
Federation (a) what the federation's views are on the findings of and (b) whether the federation plans 
to set up an inquiry similar to the independent review of the Police Federation of England and Wales, 
which was chaired by Sir David Normington. 

 (S4W-20087) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has not discussed the Police Federation independent 
review with the Scottish Police Federation. The operation and structure of the Scottish Police 
Federation, beyond what is laid out in the Police Federation (Scotland) Regulations 2013, is a matter 
for the Scottish Police Federation to consider. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the Scottish Police Federation is legally bound to (a) act in the public interest and (b) not carry 
out professional misconduct and, if not, whether it is considering introducing such legislation. 

 (S4W-20089) 



Kenny MacAskill: The statutory remit of the Scottish Police Federation (SPF), as set out in the 
Police Act 1996, is the welfare and efficiency of police officers and the Scottish Government has no 
plans to change this. Any SPF member who is a constable is subject to the Police Service of Scotland 
(Conduct) Regulations 2013 that set out the circumstances under which misconduct proceedings may 
be brought. The conduct of any member of the SPF, whose actions damage the reputation and 
standing of the SPF, can be considered under internal rules made by the SPF. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether police officers charged with alleged misconduct under the Police Service of Scotland 
(Conduct) Regulations 2013 have the right to a fair hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal 
as per Article 6 of the European Convention on Human Rights. 

 (S4W-20095) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Police Service of Scotland (Conduct) Regulations 2013 are only one part of 
a broader system for the determination of cases of alleged misconduct by constables. This includes 
access to independent police appeals tribunals and the ordinary courts in appropriate circumstances. 
The Scottish Government considers that this system ensures constables’ rights under article 6 of the 
European Convention on Human Rights are safeguarded. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the fairness of allowing police misconduct hearings to be carried out in-house 
without the scrutiny of an independent court and whether it considers that this is compatible with the 
European Convention on Human Rights. 

 (S4W-20096) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Police Service of Scotland (Conduct) Regulations 2013 are only one part of 
a broader system for the determination of cases of alleged misconduct by constables. This includes 
access to independent police appeals tribunals and the ordinary courts in appropriate circumstances. 
The Scottish Government considers that this system ensures constables’ rights under the European 
Convention on Human Rights are safeguarded. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what funding is available to local authorities in support of the Pathways process for looked after 
children. 

 (S4W-20097) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government is fully committed to an approach which focusses 
public service attention on prevention rather than cure. Our approach encourages greater use of 
evidence to prioritise and deliver performance improvements, and empowers and develops people 
across public services to make full use of the assets, skills and knowledge they have in order to 
achieve better outcomes. 

The Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill will extend throughcare and aftercare support up to 
age 26 years and, from April 2015, young people will be entitled to continuing care up to the age of 21 
years. Approximately £9 million a year will be added to local authority funding for these provisions. 

Overall, in 2013-14, the Scottish Government is providing local authorities with total funding of £10.3 
billion. This will increase to over £10.6 billion in both 2014-15 and 2015-16. The vast majority of this 
funding, including funding in support of the Pathways process for looked after children, is provided by 
means of a block grant. It is the responsibility of individual local authorities to manage their own 
budgets and to allocate financial resources available to them on the basis of local needs and priorities, 
having first fulfilled their statutory obligations and the jointly agreed set of national and local priorities. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which local authorities have received funding in support of the Pathways process for looked after 
children. 



 (S4W-20098) 

Aileen Campbell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20097 on 26 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support is available to schools that are taking part in the Pathways process for looked after 
children. 

 (S4W-20101) 

Aileen Campbell: Support for schools taking part in the Pathways process comes from local 
authorities and local authorities will have their own guidelines on inter-agency working in order to 
achieve the best outcomes for looked after children. 

Currently Supporting Young People leaving Care Regulations and Guidance on Services for Young 
People Ceasing to be Looked After by Local Authorities 2003, sets out detailed and comprehensive 
support to local authorities in exercising their duties to support young people leaving care. It states 
that social work and education departments should work together to ensure that young people who 
are looked after achieve their maximum potential within the education system. 

The Children and Young People Bill defines corporate parents and their duties. As corporate 
parents, schools with a responsibility for looked after young people, must assess the needs of the 
children and young people and collaborate with other services when safeguarding or promoting the 
wellbeing of children and young people in their care. 

Guidance on corporate parenting for local authorities, including schools, will be written after 
consultation with all relevant stakeholders and interested parties. In the meantime, the Scottish 
Government continues to fund Who Cares? Scotland, to deliver a programme of corporate parenting 
training across local authorities. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on introducing a HEAT target for drug treatment to ensure that patients complete 
their treatment. 

 (S4W-20163) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government has no plans to introduce a HEAT target for 
drug treatment to monitor the extent to which patients are completing treatment.  

The Scottish Government’s focus going forward is to ensure people receive high quality treatment 
and support services. In order to support this we are developing a quality improvement framework, to 
be delivered through Alcohol and Drug Partnerships, as part of the third phase of delivery of The Road 
to Recovery and as our response to the Opioid Replacement Therapies report published in August 
2013. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many police support staff there were in (a) Police Scotland and (b) the Scottish Police Authority on 28 
February 2014, also broken down by policing division. 

 (S4W-20195) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not hold data on police support staff by each 
local division, or hold breakdowns between police support staff employed by the Scottish Police 
Authority (SPA) and Police Scotland. This is a matter for Police Scotland and the SPA. 

The Scottish Government continues to collect the total number of police support staff working within 
the SPA and Police Scotland each quarter but do not hold numbers as at 28 February 2014. The latest 
published total number of police support staff, as at 31 January 2014, is available in the HR Paper to 
be presented at the 26 March 2014 SPA board meeting, available at: 
http://www.spa.police.uk/meetings-events/board-meetings/194964/ 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the reported statement by a Scottish Government source in The Daily Telegraph 
of 14 March 2014 concerning an independent Scotland’s security services that “we will take no 
lessons on this issue from a Westminster establishment whose security services produced the most 
flawed intelligence of recent times” (a) represents the Scottish Government's position and (b) reflects a 
change of policy from that in the white paper on independence that “the Scottish Government will work 
closely with the current UK security and intelligence agencies both to ensure that there is a seamless, 
secure transition and for the continuing security of both countries”. 

 (S4W-20206) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government policy on security and intelligence in an independent 
Scotland is set out in Scotland's Future, Chapter 7, pages 261-267. It will be in the interests of both 
Scotland and the rest of the UK to work closely to ensure the security of both countries. The controls 
put in place over that work in Scotland will be wide-ranging and comprehensive, ensuring intelligence 
gathering is proper, legal, efficient and effective, in line with international principles for intelligence 
service oversight. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether there are 
plans to close any (a) police custody centres or (b) courts during the Commonwealth Games to allow 
officers to be deployed on operational activities. 

 (S4W-20207) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is not aware of any plans to close police custody 
centres or courts during the Commonwealth Games. However, the Sheriffs Principal and the Scottish 
Courts Service have agreed that for the duration of the Games there shall be no Sheriff and Jury or 
Sheriff Court trials, except those requiring no police witnesses, to free up officers at this time. 

Any decision to close police custody centres or courts would be an operational matter for the Police 
Service of Scotland or the Scottish Courts Service respectively. 

 

Transport Scotland 

 David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many employees are working on the CalMac IT improvement projects. 

 (S4W-20132) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20136 on 26 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many information systems contractors rather than CalMac employees have been employed to 
facilitate the CalMac IT improvement projects and at what cost. 

 (S4W-20133) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20136 on 26 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the (a) Transport Scotland and (b) CalMac budget is for CalMac IT improvement projects and how 
much has been spent to date. 

 (S4W-20134) 
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Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20136 on 26 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many IT projects Transport Scotland and CalMac are undertaking and when they are due to be 
completed. 

 (S4W-20135) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20136 on 26 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
wireless internet systems CalMac is investing in and whether it will (a) use the Scottish wide area 
network being delivered by Capita and BT fibre broadband or (b) establish its own network delivered 
via radio masts. 

 (S4W-20136) 

Keith Brown: The David MacBrayne Ltd (DML) Group is undertaking a commercial technology 
transformation programme focussed on network connectivity, digital customer services and data 
management. This will improve DML’s customer experience, make it easier for customers to engage 
with DML, and improve ways of working within the business by enabling better internal 
communications. The programme is fully aligned to Scotland’s national digital strategy as well as 
enabling community sustainability. The programme is also aligned to Transport Scotland’s smart and 
integrated ticketing strategy. 

Procurement is being undertaken in line with procurement best practice governance and in the 
accordance with the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2012. The tendering is being led by the 
DML’s internal procurement team. 

The technology transformation programme covers a number of dependent projects which will deliver 
through 2014 and 2015. Where appropriate, and in line with best practice, DML will bring in short-term 
external contractor resource to supply specialist skills. The level of this resource will vary throughout 
the contract life cycles. All projects are sponsored by a member of the David MacBrayne Ltd Group’s 
management team and include appropriate subject matter experts from the business. 

When DML started their procurement in January 2013, the Scottish Wide Area Network (SWAN), led 
by the Scottish Government contract had not been awarded due to a delay caused by a legal 
challenge by BT. The court case was resolved to a point where the contract was awarded in February 
2014. The expectations of the SWAN team were that only the lead partners would be able to contract 
before 2015. However, due to the nature of DML’s requirements and geographical spread, SWAN 
would need to make use of the Next Generation Broadband project infrastructure which is due to be 
completed at the end of 2016 in the Highlands and Island and 2017 for the rest of Scotland. Therefore 
the earliest opportunity for DML to roll out a SWAN service would be likely to be 2017, so the SWAN 
roll-out plans do not fit with DML’s timetable. However, DML’s network will be standards based which 
allow them to interface with SWAN in the future and the DML supplier contract will allow for this. 

As DML are currently engaged in the procurement phase of the main projects it would not be 
appropriate to comment on potential suppliers or technologies. The anticipated level of investment is 
currently commercially confidential. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
reliable the technologies are that Transport Scotland and CalMac are using in the CalMac IT 
improvement projects. 

 (S4W-20137) 
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Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20136 on 26 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
organisation is responsible for procurement for CalMac IT projects. 

 (S4W-20138) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20136 on 26 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
the bidding process was conducted to select an organisation to carry out the CalMac IT improvement 
projects, and what the rationale was for that process. 

 (S4W-20139) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20136 on 26 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
organisations have been invited to consult on the CalMac IT improvement projects. 

 (S4W-20140) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20136 on 26 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the budget is for dualling the A9 in (a) 2014-15, (b) 2015-16 and (c) 2016-17, and what the timetable is 
for completion. 

 (S4W-20155) 

Keith Brown: The A9 dualling budget for 2014-15 is £7.2 million and for 2015-16 is £17.8 million. 
The budget for 2016-17 and beyond will be subject to spending review. It is planned to complete the 
dualling of the A9 between Perth and Inverness by 2025. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the (a) budget and (b) timeframe is for completion of improvements to the (i) Highland Main Line and 
(ii) Inverness to Aberdeen line. 

 (S4W-20156) 

Keith Brown: Phase 1 of the Aberdeen to Inverness line improvements, which includes the new 
stations at Dalcross and Kintore and phase 2 of improvements on the Highland Main Line are fully 
funded within the Office of Rail Regulations (ORR) overall regulatory determination for Control Period 
5 (2014-19) and will be delivered by Network Rail by March 2019. 

Future phases of the Highland Main Line project will be delivered in subsequent control periods to 
2025 and future phases of Aberdeen to Inverness by 2030. Associated funding requirements will be 
determined by the ORR. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its policy is on electrification of the (a) Inverness to Aberdeen and (b) Inverness to Glasgow/Edinburgh 
railway lines. 

 (S4W-20157) 

Keith Brown: We recognise that there have been decades of underinvestment in Scotland’s 
transport infrastructure, as was recently confirmed by the UK Secretary of State for Transport. This 
Scottish Government has invested over £9.5 billion in transport since 2007, and is committed to a 
further £5 billion investment programme in rail infrastructure and services between 2014 and 2019. 
This includes an estimated £200 million rolling programme of investment in network electrification 
beyond that committed as part of the Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement Programme. 

This Government recognises the economic and environmental benefits of electrifying our rail 
network. We are working with the rail industry to develop a strategy and identify our priorities for future 
phases of electrification beyond the current committed schemes identified in Control Period 5 (2014-
19). All non-electrified routes will be considered as part of the strategy to determine the optimal way 
forward for electrifying the rest of the network. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will dovetail rail and road improvements before the commencement of the construction to 
dual the A9. 

 (S4W-20158) 

Keith Brown: Improving the connection between Perth and Inverness will be by both an upgrade to 
the Highland Main Line and dualling of the A9. Both projects promote sustainable economic growth by 
better connecting Inverness and the Highlands with the Central Belt. Both the A9 Dualling Programme 
and the Highland Mainline are programmed to be completed by 2025. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it anticipates that there will be traffic congestion associated with construction works to dual 
the A9 and, if so, whether it will lead to increased rail traffic in the Highlands. 

 (S4W-20159) 

Keith Brown: Measures will be put in place in the contracts to ensure disruption during construction 
is minimised as far as is possible. Two-way traffic will be maintained in each direction during peak 
times and agreed key events in order to keep the disruption to a minimum at those times. At this stage 
in the project's development it is too early to determine what impact, if any, the construction works are 
likely to have on rail traffic. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what use it has made of the research document that it commissioned, Mitigating Transport's Climate 
Change Impact in Scotland: Assessment of Policy Options, and whether it will commission updated 
research. 

 (S4W-20169) 

Keith Brown: The Mitigating Transport's Climate Change Impact in Scotland (MTCCI) Report was a 
cornerstone of the transport analysis contained in the Low Carbon Scotland: Meeting the Emissions 
Reduction Targets 2010-2022, the Second Report on Proposals and Policies (RPP2) publication. 
RPP2 also stated the Government's intention to continue to support and evaluate ongoing projects as 
well as commission and undertake additional research to support the development of options for 
consideration as part of RPP3. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason the start date for the A96 dual-carriageway Inverness-Aberdeen project 
does not appear in the Infrastructure Investment Plan 2011: Updated Programme Pipeline (January 
2014) compared with the previous update and whether this represents a change in phasing. 



 (S4W-20226) 

Keith Brown: There has been no change in the timetable for delivering the A96 Inverness to 
Aberdeen dualling programme. The dualling of the A96 between Inverness and Aberdeen is to be 
completed by 2030 through a phased programme of schemes from 2017 onwards. The timetable in 
the Infrastructure Investment Plan 2011: Updated Programme Pipeline (January 2014) reflects the 
commitment in the Infrastructure Investment Plan 2011 to dual the A96 between Inverness and 
Aberdeen by 2030. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason the upper estimate for the capital value of the Aberdeen-Inverness rail 
improvements project in the Infrastructure Investment Plan 2011: Updated Programme Pipeline 
(January 2014) has risen to £600 million compared with the previous update. 

 (S4W-20228) 

Keith Brown: Due to a typing error the upper estimate for the capital value for the Aberdeen to 
Inverness Rail Improvements Project was increased to £600 million, but should read as £500 million. 

The Updated Programme Pipeline for January 2014, which was published on 17 March 2014, has 
since been amended with the correct figures. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much it has cost to maintain the MV (a) Hrossey, (b) Hjaltland and (c) Hamnavoe in each year 
since 2011. 

 (S4W-20231) 

Keith Brown: The annual grant figure paid in respect of the Northern Isles Ferry Service covers a 
range of items including vessel maintenance and is available in the Scottish Transport Statistics and 
be found by following the link below: 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/analysis/statistics/publications/scottish-transport-statistics-
previous-editions 
Any further breakdown of this information is considered to be commercially confidential. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much it has cost to maintain the MV (a) Helliar and (b) Hildasay in each year since 2002. 

 (S4W-20232) 

Keith Brown: The MV Helliar and the MV Hildesay have only operated on the Northern Isles ferry 
service since February 2010 and January 2011. 

Under the current public service contract in respect of the Northern Isles ferry services, the operator 
time charters the MV Helliar and the MV Hildesay and therefore maintenance costs are the 
responsibility of the owner of the vessels. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-20129 
S4W-20130 
S4W-20161 
S4W-20162 
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