
Wednesday 19 March 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
achieved the 2012 greenhouse gas emissions target. 

 (S4W-20065) 

Paul Wheelhouse: An official statistics publication providing Scottish greenhouse gas emissions 
data for 2012 will be released in June 2014. These data will allow the level of the net Scottish 
emissions account to be calculated and determine whether the 2012 greenhouse gas emissions target 
has been met. 

Governance and Communities 

 Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
South Lanarkshire Council has asked it for assistance in dealing with vacant commercial and industrial 
sites in East Kilbride. 

 (S4O-03035) 

Margaret Burgess: Ministers and officials regularly meet local authorities across Scotland to 
discuss a range of issues, including local economic development, as do our enterprise agencies.  

Officials from Scottish Enterprise and South Lanarkshire Council have held a number of meetings 
over recent months with site owners, agents and potential developers of key sites within East Kilbride 
to identify site specific opportunities to attract potential new developments and tenants. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will take 
action to regulate very short-term private housing lets. 

 (S4O-03036) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government has already taken action to strengthen the regulation 
of short term private lets. It made regulations in March 2011 that gave local authorities the power to 
serve an antisocial behaviour notice on landlords where an occupant or visitor to a house let by the 
landlord engages in antisocial behaviour. 

We have no further plans for regulation in this area. 

Health and Social Care 

 Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people aged (a) 60 to 64, (b) 65 to 74, (c) 75 to 84 and (d) over 85 were resident in (i) local 
authority and (ii) private care homes in each of the last five years, broken down by local authority area. 

 (S4W-20020) 

Alex Neil: Figures showing the number of long stay residents in local authority, NHS and private 
sector care homes, for the last five years and broken down by age band and local authority has been 
placed in the Scottish Parliament’s information centre, SPICe (Bib number 55715). 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the average occupancy rate has been for each specialist neonatal unit in each of the last four years, 
broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-20046) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not held centrally. 

 



Learning and Justice 

 Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government which police (a) stations and (b) public counters have closed down in each year 
since 2007 and on what date. 

 (S4W-20073) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not hold the information requested. This question 
relates to data pertaining to the eight legacy forces, and is a matter for Police Scotland. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
international treaties it expects an independent Scotland would sign. 

 (S4O-03025) 

Humza Yousaf: Following a vote for independence, Scotland will declare and notify its intention to 
assume responsibility for the UK’s multilateral and bilateral treaties, where it is in Scotland’s interest to 
do so, as mentioned in the white paper. The Scottish Government expects that other parties to these 
treaties will welcome Scotland’s intention to sign up to, and continue, these obligations. 

It will be for the government of the day to negotiate on the possibilities of Scotland becoming party to 
additional treaties. 

 

Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it supports orchestral music and what it considers the cultural and artistic benefits are of this. 

 (S4O-03026) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government believes that orchestral music can bring real cultural and 
artistic benefits to communities across Scotland and we are ensuring the necessary infrastructure is in 
place to deliver cultural opportunities whilst promoting cultural excellence. 

The Scottish Government directly funds the national companies, the Royal Scottish National 
Orchestra and the Scottish Chamber Orchestra. We also fund Sistema Scotland and Creative 
Scotland funds a wide range of projects and organisations, including the National Youth Orchestras of 
Scotland. 

Transport Scotland 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what speed restrictions have been introduced on the Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine line since 2012. 

 (S4O-03034) 

Keith Brown: The completed Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine line was transferred to Network Rail in 2008. 
Since that time Network Rail has been responsible for maintenance including the introduction of speed 
restrictions. 

 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-19901 by Keith Brown on 6 March 2014, whether section 7 of the 
Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 requires that the power to make a special road scheme is exercised by 
means of a statutory instrument. 

 (S4W-20067) 

Keith Brown: Section 143(1) of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 requires the power to make or 
confirm a special roads scheme under section 7 of that Act to be exercised by statutory instrument. 

Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Parliamentary 
Corporate Body how it encourages people to visit the Parliament by bicycle and what arrangements 
are in place for people wanting to pass through security with folding bikes. 



(S4W-20003) 

David Stewart (on behalf of the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body): The Parliament 
actively encourages the use of bicycles as a healthy means of transport when visiting the Scottish 
Parliament. Cycle racks are conveniently situated close to the Parliament, with two racks directly in 
front of the Parliament public entrance at Horse Wynd and further facilities are available at Dynamic 
Earth for use by visitors to the Parliament. 

We are unable to allow visitors to bring bicycles into the building for security reasons, coupled with 
the difficulty of screening bicycles at the public entrance.  

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-19959 
S4W-20004 
S4W-20005 
S4W-20006 
S4W-20007 
S4W-20008 
S4W-20009 
S4W-20010 
S4W-20011 
S4W-20012 
S4W-20013 
S4W-20014 
S4W-20014 
S4W-20021 

 


